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EVERYTHING the Universe offers to our eyes dis- 
 plays the glory and the grandeur of the Lord, 

the Almighty, and also his infinite loving-kindness. 
All things in his Creation breathe grace, wisdom 
and love, in a great variety of domains. Even just in 
plants, we are able to recognize the affectionate and 
tender care with which the Lord placed man in the 
most wonderfully suitable environment. If man had 
not sabotaged everything on Earth, he could be con-
stantly happy and prosperous. He would never have to 
suffer inclement weather. Neither would he ever have 
anything to fear. He would only have all-day happi- 
ness.

You only need to take a close look at a flower: it bears 
witness to the glory of God and to his supreme wisdom. 
In the animal kingdom, we are also able to contemplate 
his glory, from the elephant down to the very smallest 
insect. In spite of all this diversity — as also in the case 
of the innumerable plants — each kind is perfect in its 
essence. And the birds! What a wonderful thing to see 
is their plumage, and what power in their wings! They 
fly for immense distances with the utmost ease. And 
furthermore, what harmony there is in their songs! All 
this fills us with enthusiasm and inspires our hearts 
with praise to God Almighty.

Then, when you turn your attention to man, who was 
set in the Garden of Eden as the king of creation on 
Earth, and should have remained so, you are mightily 
impressed when you think that everything created on 
Earth was created for his maintenance and to gladden 
his eyes and his heart, so that he might be happy and 
make his fellows happy.

It is truly highly interesting and instructive to read 
these words in Genesis: “Let us make man in our im-
age.” Man then was to be a very special creature with 
wonderful faculties. He had to possess the ability to 
understand God, to have communion with Him, to feel 
his tenderness, his dispositions, his wisdom, his power 
and his glory. He also possessed the possibility of re-
flecting the sentiments, the perfections and the sublime 
mentality of the Almighty.

It is a fact that man is an admirable creature when 
under the influence of God’s Holy Spirit. He possesses 
glorious aptitudes. Before his Fall in Eden, when he was 
still perfect, man was a superb terrestrial representa-
tive of the glory of God. That is far from being the case 
today. Just to look at an aged man — all wrinkled, bent 

and trembling, walking painfully with the support of 
a stick, whose sight and hearing are gradually failing, 
and who coughs and pants lamentably — helps you to 
realize how man has fallen. And that is only a matter 
of outward things. Within, things are even worse. What 
mental defects — frightful sentiments in some cases 
of concentrated hatred, of foul selfishness, of cupidity 
and of terrible passions — are to be observed in a hu-
man being!

What a difference from the dignity and the majesty 
that man was intended to possess as the king of the 
earthly creation! It brings you to a clear realization of 
all the lawbreaking piled up by mankind, generation 
after generation, to arrive at such a deplorable result. 
And to think that, falling under the curse, man dragged 
with him everything around him and all that he should 
have kindly protected. The Earth itself has suffered the 
sad effects of man’s Fall.

That is the sorry picture that the human race repre-
sents. So, what a relief it is to know that everything it 
has lost can be recovered, thanks to the Ransom paid 
so generously and so magnanimously by our dear Sav-
iour! That Payment ensures us obtaining the Restora-
tion of All Things, which the prophets spoke about with 
enthusiasm. That wonderful restoration allows man to 
get back into harmony with his Creator, and to reha-
bilitate himself by getting into unison with the senti-
ments of the Kingdom of God and with the Universal 
Law. Thus, he will be able to recover his condition of 
a son of God on Earth, and to again take up his title of 
“king of the Earth”. When we contemplate those im-
mensely wonderful prospects, we can only exclaim, as 
we think of our dear Saviour: “Lamb of God, you are 
worthy to receive honour, praise and thanksgiving for 
ever and ever!”

The ineffable prospects of the Kingdom of God

Mankind are completely ignorant of everything con-
cerning their origin and destiny. They have been edu-
cated quite wrongly by those they have adopted as 
teachers. Religion has only taught them errors, which 
give them an entirely wrong idea of the Lord and of his 
ways. So, the alarming conditions that prevail today all 
over the world frighten them and fill them with appre-
hension, and they can only see reasons for being afraid. 
They suffer what is going on now and are anxious about 
the future. They have no solid ground to stand on and 

nothing to give them protection. They truly are like a 
flock of sheep without a shepherd.

Till today, mankind have failed to perceive that they 
themselves are the cause of that state of things, which 
looks quite hopeless. Today, however, those who take 
the trouble to think are beginning to glimpse the fact 
that, in many domains, if man had done otherwise, a lot 
of trouble could have been avoided. But they do not 
possess the guiding clue which would enable them to 
understand the Truth, to change their line of conduct 
and to rejoice over the magnificent prospects that lie 
ahead.

Nevertheless, everyone can now receive instruction 
and blessing. Everything has been placed within easy 
reach of mankind to guide them along the right road, 
because the time for that has come. Today, everyone 
who will rally to the Universal Law and to the Divine 
Programme, can feel the Lord’s protection. For that pur-
pose, one has to cross the frontiers of the Kingdom of 
God, which are open to all who will develop the senti-
ments that bring that Kingdom into existence.

Our first parents were in the Kingdom of God. They 
were unable to stay there, because they did not develop 
the mentality required. As long as they reflected the 
glory of God in their line of conduct, they were able to 
abide there. When they forsook their Benefactor to heed 
the lying and perverse insinuations of the Seducer, they 
stepped out of the Kingdom of God, of their own accord. 
What a good thing it was that our dear Saviour came 
to lay down his life as the Payment for the Ransom of 
Adam and all his race, so that they might recover what 
they had deprived themselves of! What joy it gives one 
to think that, thanks to the Work of blessing of God’s 
Son, happiness is going to be restored on Earth, and 
that those who have had so much mental and physical 
pain will no longer have any reason to suffer. The time 
of joy and gladness is about to strike for all who will 
get into harmony with the Kingdom of God. There are 
people who have had nothing but sorrow, worry and 
trouble, their whole life long. In the Kingdom of God, 
they will be able to have their fill of joy and peace.

That is the wonderful hope given to us in the Gos-
pel of Christ, which tells us about the Restoration of 
All Things. Of course, to live in the Kingdom of God, 
there are conditions to be fulfilled. One has to behave 
in such a way as not to destroy one’s organism, and this 
calls for putting away every selfish and partisan feel-
ing. One has to rally to the great universal circulation, 
which shows that everything has to exist for a good 
purpose, and that one can only do good to oneself by 
doing good to others. That is the way things are. We 

A great harvest you will gather

SWITZERLAND in the early 20th century: 
Young Jack cannot help but be attached 

to the land of his forefathers, and like every 
little Swiss boy with any self-respect, he is 
enthusiastic about the valour of his ances-
tors who, from the Battle of Morgarten (in 
1315) to the Battle of Morat (in 1476), paid 
dearly for the relative freedom of their descen- 
dants.

Jack’s father is a strict disciplinarian, who 
exerts supreme authority with which he 
governs his domain, and who is in no way 
handicapped by not attending church. Edu-
cational principles become his decrees and 
absolute laws. That does not affect Jack too 
much. He has inherited a docile nature, and 
he is optimistic, which is a precious asset. 
That is a good thing for him. He cannot afford 
to be absent-minded or to dawdle when he 
comes home from school. He knows that in 

the blacksmith’s workshop, father is watch-
ing the clock, and that there is always a job 
waiting for him. Sometimes, he even has to 
leave in the middle of a lesson when there is 
no one to hold up a horse’s hoof for shoeing. 
So, he is nearly always first out of school, 
and this with greater alacrity when he is 
being kept in for some misdemeanor. Then, 
he nimbly escapes out of a window if he can 
find no other way.

He likes Sunday school. While he doesn’t 
understand anything about it, sitting behind 
the girls, he can at least amuse himself by 
tying their plaits to the backs of their chairs, 
and when he is let out, by flinging a handful 
of pebbles at the kennel of a big dog. Star-
tled at this sudden shower of stones, the dog 
rushes out to unexpectedly receive a second 
handful. And it is just as much fun to watch 
it rush back into its kennel with its tail be-
tween its legs. “You rascal! Just let me off 
this beastly chain and see if I don’t get you 

back for that trick!” the poor animal seems 
to growl bitterly.

It is a need to blow off steam that leads Jack 
into those pranks, for you can’t play tricks on 
father, not even unintentionally. It is because 
Jack is a peace lover that he is assiduous in 
his tasks, that he is always conciliating and 
that he applies himself to his work, not in a 
slavish manner, in his apprenticeship to his 
father. The blacksmith, a thoroughly honest 
man, nevertheless intends to be obeyed and 
won’t stand any nonsense.

Jack must become a skilled craftsman with 
full knowledge of the trade, for in this village, 
you have to be able to do any job that turns 
up. But look out if you slip up!

Father says: “Here, you’ve forgotten to 
grease that nut again! But you’re not likely 
to forget to butter your bread!”

Jack smiles: “Yes father.” Without losing 
composure, he rectifies the mistake.

A young neighbour of Jack’s age invites 

him one evening to attend a meeting. They 
are honest people whose compassion has 
been roused by the misfortunes due to drink, 
and who feel they cannot witness this calamity 
without doing something about it. He under-
stands at once that to fight this plague, you 
have to set your neighbour a good example 
in the first place. From this time forward, he 
decides to never do anything which might 
induce others to indulge in a weakness of 
that kind. He sees no difficulty in this. He 
isn’t going to drink alcohol.

“That’s a very good thing for a start,” says 
an experienced militant lady, “but there’s 
more to it than that. You must attend all the 
meetings.”

That small share in improving the lot of 
mankind, answers his need for an ideal, not 
very clearly defined as yet, but still there 
at the bottom of his heart, and, though still 
young, he never wavers from his initial reso-
lution.

Some comforting assurances
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have an imperative need to love our neighbour, so that 
our organism may prosper. The love we give makes us 
live, whereas the wrong we do makes us die. When 
we do wrong, we are taking slow poison. It is for that 
reason that the Scriptures say that “the wages of sin is 
death”.

Sinning is not, as is generally believed, doing things 
that, because they are displeasing to God, are wrong. 
That would be despotic and arbitrary, and the Divine 
Character has nothing in common with such senti-
ments as these. The truth is that our organism is only 
able to put up with that which is beautiful, good, kind, 
altruistic, benevolent, noble and charitable. Those sen-
timents, which are divine in nature, make it prosper. 
The contrary sentiments make it suffer and die. We 
must not lose sight of the fact that man was created 
in the image of God, that is to say, with the possibility 
of obtaining spirituality, that he is of divine origin and 
is subject to the law of goodness, which is the law of 
the whole Universe. It is the law of conservation and 
of continuance. He who submits to it is happy, for he is 
supplied with the Vital Fluid, which sustains him and 
keeps him alive, as long as he submits to it and does 
what is needful for being nourished by it.

Divine ways are inexpressibly kind, wise, just and 
good. The Almighty is wonderfully humble. In his heart, 
there is nothing but affection and benevolence towards 
mankind, in spite of the fact that mankind forsook Him 
with frightful ingratitude. The Almighty only makes use 
of his power to do good. And what vast power is his! Let 
us just consider what a colossal mass the Earth is. Yet 
it is maintained in Space simply by the power of God’s 
Holy Spirit. One only has to attempt to lift a large stone 
to obtain a very small idea of what the weight of our 
Earth must be like. And when we consider that, through 
the power of God’s Holy Spirit, it has been rotating in 
Space for thousands of years without a collision or a 
jerk, we begin to form some idea of what the power of 
God comes to. When we consider that man is only a 
speck of dust when compared with the Earth, and that 
the Earth itself is an almost imperceptible speck in that 
immense Space in which there are innumerable plan-
ets, we become aware of our infinitesimal proportions. 
Then we can begin to feel the exquisite kindness of 
God, Who takes care of each human being, and Who, 
in his Kingdom which is coming, intends to make happy 
forever all people who will rally to his programme of 
love and of affection.

We have already meditated many times on those 
things in our columns. Nevertheless, it is a good thing 
to come back to them so that we may develop the sen-
timents of gratitude and appreciation.

Indeed, we have to fully realize that we are dealing 
with God Almighty, Who is all wise and, at the same 
time, the God of all excellent grace and of every perfect 
gift, as the Scriptures say. His object is to make mankind 
happy, so happy that, at the end of the Restoration of 
All Things, when they have acquired the divine senti-
ments, they will never again have misfortune or grief, 
for these things will have gone from the Earth forever. 
There will be uninterrupted joy and happiness. For 
that reason also, they will have perfect health, for man 
cannot live if he is not happy and contented. But one 
cannot be so, as long as one has feelings of jealousy, 
envy, suspicion, bitterness, hatred and so on. That is 
why all those feelings must disappear from our hearts. 
They will if we will systematically and conscientiously 
put away all selfishness, that is to say, all thought of 
self and of the party spirit.

Man was not made for living alone or in small sects. 
He was made for feeling closely related to all his fel-
low men and for making up the great earthly human 

family, in whom each individual is a son of God, that 
is to say, a real brother and a real friend to all his kind.

That is what the Gospel of Christ teaches us, and it 
is what the prophets foretold when they spoke of the 
times of the Restoration of All Things. They wrote that 
the wolf and the cow will have the same pasture, that 
the lion will eat straw, that there will not be any wild 
beasts and that peace shall prevail over the whole 
world. Neither men nor animals will be suggestionized 
by the spirit of evil. Each will be under the influence 
of the Spirit of goodness, which is the Holy Spirit of 
God. That is why only good will be done throughout 
God’s earthly Kingdom, as it is everywhere else in the 
Universe.

The ground will no longer grow thorns or brambles. 
There will be neither frost, drought nor floods. There 
will be no more deserts, no more barren lands and no 
more people with too much or others with not enough. 
The Earth will become the Lord’s once more, for He 
is its legitimate Owner. He will give it to the meek 
who will enjoy it in the respect and dignity of children 
of God. Everyone will be under their grape vine and 
their fig tree, which means that everyone will enjoy 
an abundance of the fruits of the Earth. There will be 
no more weeping, no more cares, no more sorrow and 
no more pain.

That will be Paradise restored on Earth. Animals and 
plants will no longer suffer either, because man will 
have become again what he should have always re-
mained: the king of the earthly creation, that is to say, 
the protector of everything in his environment. He will 
reign with love and kindness. The animals will not fear 
him any more. They will draw near to man to feel his 
affection and obtain his protection. The Earth, treated 
kindly and amicably by man, will return it to him in 
the wonderful profusion of its produce. There will be 
abundance and felicity for ever and ever.

That is what is in store for everyone who will submit 
to the Universal Law of goodness and of circulation. 
That time of restoration has come. It will spread all 
over the world after the great trouble that mankind 
have prepared and that is all their own work. There 
will certainly be a period of hardship and distress. But 
this will open the eyes of all who have a heart to un-
derstand, ears to hear and eyes to see with. They will 
realize how mad their way has been and will have the 
desire to return to the Lord, and He will open the doors 
of blessing to them.

All those wonderful prospects are due to the love of 
the Almighty, Who gave his Son to pay the Ransom of 
mankind, and to our Lord Jesus Christ, who came to 
Earth to do that Work of sublime Sacrifice, also taking 
into association with himself the faithful Little Flock.

Everyone is now being invited to get into contact 
with those glorious things and to rally to the Divine 
Programme, so that they may obtain lasting happiness 
and life.

Quick and courageous intervention
The following story, published in the German magazine 
Heim und Welt, speaks to sensitive hearts:

The dog “Mira” threw herself into the jaws of death

Tom Bannings only became aware of the danger when 
he saw his dog Mira running in the direction of the 
tumultuous river. Shocked, he jumped up out of his 
garden chair. Only at that moment did he think about 
his little daughter Helen. She had just been playing in 
the garden, and now she had vanished…

Bannings ran behind Mira, which then threw herself 
into the raging river with a mighty jump. He then saw 
his five-year-old girl being carried away by the strong 

foaming current. She was desperately stretching her 
little arms out of the water, and was then engulfed by 
a furious wave. She surfaced for a moment, but then 
vanished again…

Tom Bannings, whose small property bordered the 
rocky riverbank, headed straight for his rowing boat, 
which was laying tied up on the jetty, and where, as he 
would later learn, little Helen had fallen into the river 
when she tried to climb into it. The swift current had 
rapidly swept her away.

But Mira, a powerful and almost metre-tall blood-
hound, noticed the incident. Without a moment’s hesi-
tation, she rushed to the rescue and swam with all her 
strength towards the drowning girl…

Mira and Helen were deeply attached to each other.
Tom Bannings bought this large animal two years ago, 

because he wanted a watchdog for his only daughter, 
in this northern part of Scotland, which was off the 
beaten track. His wife had died, and the area where 
they lived had already been struck several times by 
thieves and robbers.

On the day when he bought Mira home, the bitch felt 
spontaneously attracted to the lovely little blond girl, 
who immediately and fearlessly wrapped her two little 
arms around the dog’s large neck. Mira then returned 
Helen’s gentle embrace by gently rubbing her wet 
black nose against Helen. From then on, they became 
inseparable.

Now, the faithful animal was risking her life to pull 
her beloved little friend from the furious waves. Even 
this strong dog was only like a matchstick among the 
unleashed elements…

The frothing current had swept little Helen a long 
way. The situation looked hopeless. But Mira reached 
the girl and held on to her clothes, with her teeth.

As for Tom Bannings, he could hardly make any pro-
gress against the dangerous swirls. His boat was drift-
ing and was threatening to capsize. Bannings had a 
lump in his throat on seeing Mira’s brave rescue work. 
Would the faithful dog succeed in bringing Helen alive 
to the riverbank?

 Mira suddenly seemed to realize that keeping a firm 
hold of Helen was not enough, she also had to breathe.

Mira let go of Helen’s clothes and dived under her, 
and when Mira’s head reappeared, Helen, although al-
most unconscious, had instinctively wrapped her arms 
around Mira’s neck.

Mira and Helen were nevertheless swept another 
three kilometres further away before the brave bitch 
managed to climb up the rocky riverbank. This was 
where her father and a neighbour found them. The 
latter had also seen the accident and had rushed to 
help them.

After long attempts at resuscitation, Tom Bannings 
collapsed with tears of joy, next to his daughter. Be-
cause just as he and his neighbour had both given up 
all hope, the little girl started to breathe again.

Mira lay gasping and panting beside them. But she 
seemed to have grasped the fact that her extraordinary 
and heroic intervention had saved her dear little friend’s 
life. Her eyes also showed the unconditional love and 
faithfulness that she felt for the child, for whom she 
would have unhesitatingly sacrificed her own life…

It’s surprising to see how an apparently serene, pleas-
ant and peaceful scene can suddenly change into a dan-
gerous situation, which once again shows us the frailty 
of human happiness outside of the safety standards that 
permit divine protection. These safety standards are 
summarized in the observance of the Universal Law, 
which governs all Creation.

 We readily understand the distress of the father on 
seeing his child struggling in the river and swept away 
by the swift and tumultuous current. He felt helpless in 
view of what seemed inevitable: the child was going to 
drown. What a terrible situation for his fatherly heart 

It is not merely to pass the time away that, 
a few years later, he agrees to go with some 
friends of his to a meeting of The Angel of 
the Lord (Philanthropic Association). The 
meeting is held in a neighbouring village, 
at the house of a woman called Fanny. His 
first impression is very agreeable, but the 
programme is beyond his understanding.

The Reign of Justice, whose coming is 
promised there, appears to him more like a 
Utopia. Yet it is very wonderful, and Fanny’s 
enthusiasm has nothing Utopian about it. It 
was not out of curiosity, but as an idealist, 
that she sought out this justice of the Gospel. 
“That’s the only way to find it,” she explains, 
“since it is within the ideal of divine love, 
which is extended to all creatures, that it 
takes shape.” She has already been feeding 
her heart for 13 years on the principles of 
the Universal Law, changing her sentiments 
and becoming happy. When she thinks that 
all that happiness was the result of a few 

words in a short letter, she can only look 
back with emotion.

At that time, she was receiving the writ-
ings of the Bible Students, when there was 
a harvest in the midst of that Church of Lao- 
dicea, overwhelmed by lukewarmness. All of 
its adherents who hungered and thirsted for 
the Spirit of the Gospel, found it again in the 
example and the words of one Mr Freytag. 
From Geneva, to the conquest of the world, 
went forth the message of “sanctification”, 
without which, no one shall see God.

What wiles the Adversary employed to 
induce her to return the Truth and to keep 
the one that looked like it, but had not the 
Spirit of it, she is unable to say exactly. A 
short while later, however, she received from 
The Angel of the Lord, in Geneva, to which 
she had returned the literature, those above- 
mentioned few lines, which found their way 
into her heart, and she saw the light.

On the other hand, in Jack’s heart, the 

evidence is not clear. He thinks it is all very 
well, but cannot make out the fundamental 
difference between a religion and the Lord’s 
Work. It is only a matter of the right time and 
of experience, for his heart is favourably dis-
posed towards hearing the call.

Five years earlier, in the small group de-
voted to fighting the propensity to drink, 
an old man, doubtlessly rich in experience, 
had spoken to him in a way that had made 
an impression on him. He had said: “You’re 
young now, but later, when you’re thinking 
of getting married and of founding a family, 
remember that it’s very important to find the 
right partner for your life. Do nothing and 
never make up your mind, without asking 
God to guide you.” Jack had taken that to 
heart and, ever since, has waited for a sign 
from Heaven, without impatience.

About this time, he met May, and the very 
next Sunday as he was out for a walk with 
three of his friends, one of them, a girl called 

Jenny, said to him, curiously enough: “If I 
were you, I would have a chat with May. 
You’ll never find anyone who comes up to 
her for a wife.”

That makes Jack think for several days. 
Might this be the sign he’s been looking for, 
God’s choice for which he has been pray-
ing? The striking thing about it is that May 
is Fanny’s daughter, at whose house he had 
first heard of the New Earth, where people 
will live God’s ways.

Jack has always been, and still is, a jovial 
and simple lad who cannot dissimulate. All 
along the two years of courting before their 
wedding, they never part without saying a 
prayer. There remains indelibly written in his 
heart, this advice of his old friend: “Do noth-
ing and never make up your mind, without 
asking God to guide you.”

Jack is not a dreamer or a romanticist. His 
mind, free of complications, enables him to 
face realities. He sees difficulties ahead and 
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attached to his little girl, on whom he had focused all 
his love and hopes!

He certainly must have had a feeling of relief when 
he saw his dog reach his child, but would the animal 
succeed in rescuing his precious cargo? And if it did, 
would Helen still be alive? There were so many ago-
nizing questions for the frantic father, whose frail boat 
threatened to capsize at any moment.

We also understand his emotions after all the perils 
and hazards of this dangerous rescue, performed by the 
courageous Mira, and then the long efforts at resusci-
tation, until the child started to breathe again. What a 
relief for his fearful heart!

Regarding Mira, we can also imagine her joy on 
seeing the little girl revived. A great, but humble and 
modest joy, despite the heroic deed being performed 
without hesitation and without regard for her own life.

Aware of her responsibility for the little girl, and con-
nected to her by a feeling of deep attachment, Mira 
sensed her plight from a distance. She was alarmed at 
the very moment of the accident. There was no consid-
eration in view of the swirling water, only the impulse 
to save. An impulse that was stronger than the instinct 
of self-preservation, because the child’s life was dearer 
to Mira than her own.

Then, we can also imagine the father’s gratitude to 
his dog, and how Helen, warned of the danger of get-
ting too close to the water after her ordeal, redoubled 
her affection for her faithful Mira.

Personal development: 
utopia or reality?
The Belgian-French magazine En Marche — from the 
15th of September 2021, in its column “A suivre” — 
contains an interesting article, by Aurelia Jane Lee, on 
a very current subject: personal development.

Personal development: beware of mirages

The success of personal-development [life-coaching] 
books isn’t weakening. Is that because of their ef-
fectiveness in solving the problems with which life 
confronts us? Or because the happiness they prom-
ise constantly eludes us?

Philosophers and sociologist have been questioning 
that phenomenon for a few years now.

In her book (Im)personal Development, the French 
philosopher Julia de Funès points the finger at magazine 
articles that offer “Ten tips for letting go” or “Five ways 
to improve your self-confidence”, and she denounces 
their tendency to seduce the reader in search of well-
being with “ready-made recipes”.

While all people aspire to happiness, there are many 
paths that lead to it. Even though we can identify some 
general principles, there is no universal method. Every-
one who exchanges and shares their experiences and 
thoughts, has the possibility of finding their path to a 
better life. But one should not expect everything from 
a book with a promising title.

The difficulty with personal development, says French 
personal-development coach [life coach] and therapist 
Xavier Cornette De Saint Cyr, is that “there is no estab-
lished definition of it, and it is not supervised by any 
authority. That allows it to make promises, of which some 
are achievable and beneficial, but of which others are 
quite fanciful and even counterproductive”.

Undesirable and paradoxical effect

By promoting methods to think positively, to accept one’s 
emotions and to find inner peace, it is quickly implied 
that everyone is responsible for their own happiness… 
If we fail to achieve it, is it because we lack intelligence 
or perseverance?

Personal-development books often mention “working 

on oneself”. To find access to happiness requires learn-
ing, discipline and commitment. That takes time. The 
risk in trying to do too much to be happy, is to end up 
feeling guilty for not being able to do it all the time. In 
that way, one adds suffering to suffering, rather than 
helping to get out of it.

However, as the same literature reminds us, it is illu-
sory to image that one can eliminate all suffering. It is 
normal to feel fear, grief and discouragement at certain 
times in life. That is not necessarily a sign of weakness.

Double-edged advice

Every day, we are invited to “think positively”, to “not 
judge”, to “get out of our comfort zone” and to “live in 
the moment”. According to Xavier Cornette De Saint 
Cyr, these seemingly benevolent instructions should 
be considered with discernment. Misused or misunder-
stood, they will not help a suffering person. They can 
even induce a feeling of failure.

Sayings, like “where there is a will, there is a way” 
and “what doesn’t kill me, makes me stronger”, which 
should have an encouraging effect, can be difficult to 
hear when faced with a loss or a major difficulty. It is 
indeed difficult to see “the positive side” when you 
have just been made redundant or when announcing 
a separation.

Faced with calls to “take charge of your own life” or 
to “overcome our limiting beliefs” or with friendly ad-
vice that sometimes lacks empathy, this therapist invites 
us to differentiate: “If it is important for you to not be 
locked into your own beliefs (which sometimes make us 
clash with reality), then it is also important to not accept 
other people’s beliefs without careful consideration.”

Trust oneself

Before giving too much importance to these bestsellers 
and magazines touting their miracle solutions, it would 
be better to listen to our intuition and our common sense, 
in order to choose, among this plethora of sometimes 
contradictory and unrealistic advice, something that 
corresponds to us and really helps.

Faced with the trials of life, we all have different 
reactions. Some people like to be around others when 
they are sad, and other people like to be alone. Routine 
can be perceived as reassuring or as miserable, and a 
challenge can be perceived as a cause of stress, or a 
motivation. The role of a personal-development coach 
should be to help people to get to know themselves 
better, rather than to impose the coach’s vision.

“We cannot learn to be, to love or to decide anything 
essential for ourselves, by putting it in the hands of 
someone else,” observes the French philosopher Fabrice 
Midal. He adds: “Trusting one’s own intelligence is a 
profound experience that we too often miss by refusing 
to grant the slightest trust to what we feel.”

Personal development, confidence in oneself, and hu-
man resources in business, really is a current subject, 
and one can say that genuine efforts have been made 
for the benefit of employees in that direction. However, 
we must also realize that cases of depression are nu-
merous. According to the World Health Organization 
(WHO), there are estimated to be more than 300 million 
cases globally (2015 figures).

 Business leaders have generally understood that to be 
productive, their employees must feel well and even be 
happy. That is the goal of personal development. The 
problem is, as Julia de Funès expressed it at a confer-
ence, “the exploitation of happiness”. One seeks your 
happiness, so that you will work more efficiently in your 
career. But in fact, these approaches awaken feelings of 
guilt, because when you come out of these workshops 
for personal development, you should be radiant and 
balanced, because everything has been done for that. 
Now, happiness is not obtained by using the methods 
that are presented and taught in personal development, 
as we shall see.

does not hide them from May, saying: “We 
shall have to live with my father. You know 
him! And with my sister. She is his daugh-
ter! With all those characters together, in 
that small house, I can look ahead to some 
significant renouncements.”

Time inexorably spins out its thread into 
weeks, months and years, in the course of 
which, often from early dawn, the clang of 
hammer on anvil, is to be heard in Jack’s 
blacksmith’s workshop.

There has been no lack of difficulties. They 
have not been as high as mountains, but 
invariably, and perhaps owing to those diffi-
culties, Jack and May have remained united.

In the blacksmith’s workshop, Jack, most 
aptly as the French saying has it, is frequently 
“between the hammer and the anvil” (“be-
tween a rock and a hard place”). The ap-
prentice must obey the boss, his almighty 
father. When the former makes a mistake, 
and this is no rare thing, it is he who gets 

the blame and has to fix the problem. As 
for May, who has her own troubles, she 
is able to share the benefits of “that high 
schooling” for the mellowing of the charac-
ter, with her husband. That is a beneficial 
discipline when you understand it, and as 
the years go by, it is gently going to prepare 
them for the mission which will be offered to 
them.

The world, enjoying well-being for a while, 
cannot even foresee, due to poor human wis-
dom, that twenty years after World War One, 
it is on the brink of the precipice of World 
War Two, and is going to face the bankruptcy 
of its progress, because “the golden age of 
much knowledge” is at the same time “the 
age of heedlessness”, thanks to the magi-
cians with whose assistance Satan animates 
the stage of his vast theatre.

Jack, who is now able to see that the world 
is heading thus for destruction, realizes that 
he must put his trust elsewhere. With May, 

to Fanny’s great joy, he has taken up afresh 
with the meetings.

It is said that happy people have no history, 
but the misfortunes of others do not leave 
them indifferent. In the hearts of Jack and 
May, there is a growing desire to work on 
the Deliverance of the unfortunate.

,

Around 1950, their children are about to 
fly from the nest. What, already!

Spread forth your wings, you can, 
Spread them to their greatest span.
Cast not your gaze below,
Only let yourself go!

once said a mother swallow to her little one.
To make sure their children have a good 

start, Jack and May have also made effort. 
From their good treasure, they have brought 
forth benevolence, faithfulness and upright-
ness at all costs, together with modesty, which 
they have served up by way of an example to 

their children. Therefore, they have no fear for 
them, knowing them to be well armed, when 
they take off with confidence in themselves.

Now that they feel free, they decide to go 
and see the brothers and sisters in faith at 
the Test Station near the village of Méthamis 
in south-eastern France, and as they drive 
off, they try to visualize that spot to where 
the Lord is guiding them. Doubtless, it is a 
parched stony hill, drenched in the Sun of 
the region of Provence (the Provence-Alps-
French Riviera)! So, it is with real emotion that 
they find a green and fertile little paradise, 
this territory consecrated to God for the Res-
toration of All Things in his Kingdom. With 
beating hearts, they enter that chateau and 
meet all of the residents, who are trying to 
exist for the good of others.

Here, the Swiss motto “One for all, all for 
one” is really being lived up to, according to 
the Spirit of the Great Lawgiver and King, 
and they meet with a very warm welcome.

There is a contradiction between the wish to promote 
personal development and the goals of our society. The 
latter tends to make machines out of people, robots, 
instruments of production. What counts is performance 
and efficiency, and that contradicts a personal devel-
opment of people. Without hesitation and if possible, 
people are replaced by robots, and this tendency will 
increase in the near future. At the end of 2013, an Ox-
ford University study published that 47% of jobs in the 
USA have a “high risk” of being replaced by machines 
or robots by the year 2030. With that background, it is 
difficult to imagine personal development or to strive 
for happiness.

Even more so, as happiness and also personal devel-
opment, are not necessarily “personal”, but “collective” 
sentiments. That is what the Universal Law teaches us, 
which was made known by God’s Messenger in The 
Message to Humanity (the Book of Remembrance). Ac-
cording to that law, no thing and especially no being, 
have the right to exist if they do not exist for the good 
of their surroundings. Thus, the search for happiness 
by selfishly pleasing oneself is an illusion. It means, 
acting against one’s own wishes. Humankind’s destiny 
is to be benefactors for each other. Only by following 
that path will one obtain peace, well-being, happiness 
and finally life.

It is easy to understand that there is something stand-
ing in the way of achieving that programme, and that 
is our character. In fact, humankind in their current 
state are sinners. The condition of sin, in which they 
are, is extremely unfavourable for their health and 
well-being. That is the reason why one should strive 
for a change of character, because it is our character 
that determines our destiny.

Our dear Saviour, Jesus Christ, therefore invites us to 
his school with this friendly exhortation: “Come to me, 
all of you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest” (Matthew 11: 28). If we follow that invitation, 
we can become children of God, who will inherit eternal 
life in the restored Kingdom of God on Earth, because 
our dear Saviour gave his life for us. He took our sins 
on himself, and he lays his justice on us.

As we see, the seminars for personal development in 
business, are not the solution to humankind’s problems. 
They lie much deeper, because they come from their 
character, from selfishness, which makes dying beings 
out of all of us.

On the other hand, The Message to Humanity con-
tains the law and the constitution that will come into 
effect in God’s Kingdom, which will soon be established 
on Earth. Everything has been given to humankind for 
definitively leaving God’s Adversary, Satan, behind 
them, who has tormented and deceived humanity for 
many long centuries. From this moment onwards, the 
Lord God invites all people of goodwill to make a Cov-
enant on the Law with Him, to thus learn to love one’s 
neighbour, and to thereby receive life forever.

Person, who are you?
The following article — written by Mr Jean-François 
Bouthors and published in the French newspaper Ouest-
France on the 29th of November 2021 — drew our at-
tention. It furthermore made us sad to think about the 
distress of some people who not only no longer know 
where they come from or where they are going, but 
who do not even know who they are. We reproduce 
most of the text.

Identity troubles: 
the expression of a quest for another life?

Behind the controversy of the Le Robert French-lan-
guage dictionary to introduce, in its online version, 
the word “iel” as a gender-neutral pronoun, there is a 
reality that would be wrong to ignore.
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More and more young people — 13% of 18 to 30 year 
olds, according to a survey published by 20 Minutes 
[a European newspaper] — do not identify as male or 
female. Furthermore, the concept of “non-binary” (to 
not conform to the traditional male or female beliefs 
about gender) applies to 36% of the group that was 
used as a basis for this survey.

The consequence of a release 
from formerly constrained identities

The psychoanalyst and psychiatrist Mr Serge Hefez, 
who was recently invited by Mr Alain Finkielkraut on 
to the show Replicas, reports that he has seen more and 
more teenagers and young adults who go “against the 
separation between male and female”. He talks about 
“a tidal wave” of calls from young people who question 
their gender identity.

Is this the effect of “propaganda” aimed at decon-
structing the foundations of society, or the consequence 
of a release from formerly constrained identities that we- 
re previously limited or even humiliated by “patriarchy”? 
 While acknowledging that we lack the hindsight to 
analyse this phenomenon, we can put forward some 
hypotheses.

Young people are not insensitive to the exposure of the 
extent of sexual violence against children and women 
in our society. Under those conditions, not wanting to 
identify with a gender is perhaps a desire to withdraw 
from this field of violence, in the hope of not becoming 
a perpetrator or a victim.

Being a boy or a girl today may appear to be very 
distressing in this regard. And it is undoubtedly even 
more so because of exposure from pre-adolescence and 
sometimes earlier, to pornographic images…

Searching for another possible life

Identity is troubled by that, and one looks more inten-
sively for it, because “experiments” seem to be far less 
transgressive than in the past.

That fact is there. It is only one of the aspects of the 
multiple questions about identity — questions that are 
cultural, religious and even political — that are ex-
pressed in our societies at a time of great tension and 
maximum uncertainty about the future.

That vast identity crisis leads to various attempts to 
move from yesterday’s world — the world of economic 
expansion, of consumption, of power, of male domina-
tion, etc. — to another one that we do not know about yet.

Those attempts should be understood as the expres-
sion for another possible life, at a time when yesterday’s 
model seems to be at a dead end. As such, they must 
be clearly accompanied.

Precisely, in the sense of life. Of course, there will be 
errors, illusions, disappointments and even damage, but 
they can be overcome easier if one is prepared to be 
attentive and benevolent, and discrete and demand-
ing in the accompaniment, instead of threatening with 
condemnation and curses.

That means, having confidence…in life itself.

As we said in the introduction, we are not insensitive 
to the situation of these people who cannot identify with 
a category of individuals in our society. Jean-François 
Bouthors tries to find an explanation for this phenom-
enon, which he carefully puts forward by establishing 
the hypothesis that young people are not insensitive to 
all the forms of violence against women and children, 
and that they therefore hesitate to identify with a gen-
der, in order to be neither a perpetrator nor a victim.

Even if that hypothesis is defensible, it nevertheless 
seems to be very weak to us. In any case, one could 
put forward many others. For example, one could say 
that every person would like to have a happy destiny, 
to stand out from the crowd, or to not be like everyone 
else. That vision is encouraged by movies and their 
stars, by songs and by literature and its extraordinary 
novels. With a bit of imagination, it is easy to identify 
with those heroes and to wish to resemble them.

Whatever the reason for an identity crisis might be, it 

always makes one unhappy. Even if we cannot provide 
a comprehensive explanation for this phenomenon, we 
will nevertheless allow ourselves to offer an infallible 
remedy, as follows:

An individual does not exist by themself. They were 
made to be a part of the whole. They belong to the 
world that surrounds them and whose benefactor they 
should be. They should especially exist for the good of 
their fellow people, and that is also their only right to 
exist. Unfortunately, these “principles for living” (which 
were originally established by the Almighty Himself), 
this Universal Law (which all intelligent beings and all 
animals and plants, and everything that moves should 
submit to), this “law of life”, was violated by human-
kind when they sinned.

As soon as an individual thinks about themself, they 
are unhappy. Selfishness can bring an immediate satis-
faction, but it is only short term and almost always leads 
to disappointment. This can be the cause of identity 
crisis, which Jean-François Bouthors talks about. But 
the crisis can be helpful to humankind if they turn to 
their Creator to come out of their unfortunate situation. 
The Almighty will then lead them to his beloved Son, 
our dear Saviour, where they can receive a new educa-
tion by faith, which enables them to be reconciled with 
God, with each other and with themselves.

Humankind will require a lot of docility and perse-
verance to regain their condition of earthly children of 
God, which was their part before the Fall into sin. But 
this is the only way to Salvation. It is being offered to 
all people, and they can take it in the new age that 
will begin soon and that follows the Great Tribulation 
(the Great Distress) that will fall on the world, as the 
equivalent of sin.

In the Reign of Justice, all people will be brothers and 
sisters, and form a united family. The notion of identity 
will disappear in the measure in which humankind are 
in constant contact with their God and with each other. 
They will receive eternal life in bliss.

There is a lot of work in progress on this 
Test Station. According to a prophet’s prom-
ise, the day is coming, and it is probably not 
far off, when the nations will go up to “the 
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the 
God of Jacob”. Meanwhile, preparations are 
being made here to receive all who, being 
more sagacious, do not wait, for tribulation, 
to take that step.

Jack, who is interested in all practical 
things, noses round and discovers a makeshift 
blacksmith’s workshop, a large pile of metal 
pipes, and a small worker all by himself, be-
hind the chateau. “Well, of all things, that’s 
in my line of work!” he exclaims as they chat 
together in a brotherly way.

On the way home, our two travellers talk 
about their wonderful impressions and touch-
ing memories. Jack constantly thinks about 
that workshop open to the wind, and that 
pile of metal pipes, with that small brother 
all by himself. That picture never leaves 
him and bit by bit, at the right moment, sets 
the motive force of conscience in action: 
“How much longer are you going to pray: 
‘Your Kingdom come!’ but leave the work to 
others?”

In his testimony at the meeting, he opens 
his heart and says what he is thinking. He tells 
of his happiness at seeing some consecrated 
brothers and sisters dedicated to illustrating 
the pages of The Message to Humanity (the 
Book of Remembrance) in practice. He recalls 
that small matter of the workshop in Mé-
thamis, which made such a deep impression 
on him: that open-air workshop, that heap of 
piping, that work to which he is accustomed, 
and that brother working by himself.

He tells of his desire to do something 
himself, to collaborate on establishing that 
great Family of Nations. Because his desire 
is so great, and because he is sincere, that 
door, which was closed, opens widely for 
the first time.

May is as happy as he is when he goes off 
to work on Méthamis Test Station to join the 
small brother in his workshop.

He returns full of “the enthusiasm of 
Caleb returning from his spying mission in 
the Promised Land” and says: “Méthamis is 
a place flowing with peace, streaming with 
happiness and bursting with joy, in the warm 
rays of ‘the sun of righteousness’, and just 
look at these great melons that I’ve brought 
back from there!”

Jack — who till then, to satisfy his rural 
and various customers, has constantly been 
in demand — sees, with astonishment, that 
door to temporary freedom open once again. 
It is always in proportion with his keen de-

sire, which, because he is altruistic, has been 
answered. No more is required for faith, 
that influence of divine grace on “the sixth 
sense”, to broaden his outlook on wonderful 
new prospects.

As the reality of the promised Kingdom 
approaches, his heart is filled with enthu-
siasm: the immediate reward that the Truth 
gives to upright hearts. Therefore, he once 
again goes to that place where there is the 
initial phase of establishing the Kingdom of 
Christ, by which all the families of the Earth 
will be blessed.

That fresh blessing, which they share to-
gether like they have shared all the blessings 
of the past, leads Jack and May to the start 
of big decisions. Did they not become joined 
“for better or for worse”? And if that “better” 
is to be found today in the gift of grace, to be 
able to collaborate on the Kingdom with the 
brothers and sisters, the “worse”, according to 
the Parable of the Talents, would be to bury 
that treasure in ungrateful indifference, and 
to lose it forever.

News in brief
of the Reign of Justice
On the 27th, the 28th and the 29th of August, 
the Family of Faith had the joy of meeting 
at the congress in Lyon, France. Everyone 
was very touched by the Faithful and Wise 
Servant’s living testimonies, which we partly 
reproduce as follows:

The Heavenly Dew’s Bible text on the first 
day was: “Solid food is for the mature, who, 
through practice, have trained their senses 
to discern both good and evil” (Hebrews 5: 
14). He reminded us: “A person should be 
nourished day after day by spiritual food 
that should do them good, that should mar-
vellously restore, strengthen and rejoice. …

Until now, within the Family of Faith, we 
have mostly studied and taken note of the 
programme. We have commented on it a lot, 
but we have lived it very little in practice. 
Today, we have come to the time in which it 
must be put into practical action. It is a mat-
ter of becoming full of ardour and of flame 
and fire, in order to be the Revealing of the 
Children of God. In order to achieve that, 
there are many things to reform, without 
further delay. …

It is now absolutely necessary to acquire 
the solid stability to overcome all the demonic 
powers that will be unleashed. Because for 
that, goodwill will not be enough. It will re-
quire the stability that gives us divine spiritu-
ality, fully matured at the School of Christ. …

It is at the price of the most terrible pain, 

of all that our dear Saviour suffered, that he 
became capable of providing us with the 
‘solid food’ for our ‘new creature’. We should 
receive this compassion with all the necessary 
appreciation and gratitude. …

Let us prefer the Lord to everything else, 
so that we make ourselves worthy of the 
ministry of honour entrusted to us: to bring 
humankind back to the Father’s House, with 
all its joys and happiness for all eternity, to 
the glory of God and of our dear Saviour.”

On the Sunday, the Heavenly Dew’s Bible 
text was: “If the world hates you, know that it 
hated me before it hated you” (John 15: 18). 
The dear Messenger thus commented on that 
thought: “It was during his last and memora-
ble evening that he spent with his disciples in 
the upper room, that our dear Saviour spoke 
the words of our text. He also said to them: 
‘In the world, you will have tribulation, but 
take courage, I have overcome the world.’

That is not surprising at all, because we 
are invading the refuge of lies and falsehood 
with the Truth, which exposes all of the Ad-
versary’s satanic work. …

Obviously, hatred and persecution take 
away the external peace through adversity. 
This is the share of the disciple. But this does 
not have the power to take away the internal 
peace that we receive from God when we 
unconditionally hand over our fate to Him. 
Therefore, trouble does not reach us, even in 
the most dangerous situations. …

We are in God’s hands, and we risk noth-
ing. But we have an enormous, marvellous 
and great ministry that will never be repeated 
again. For that, we must be able to leave eve-
rything and to sell everything that we have 
in order to obtain the Pearl of Great Price. It 
costs us everything, absolutely everything. 
We have to put aside the search for ourselves, 
our privileges, our demands, our character, 
our habits and our pride. …

Our dear Saviour did not deviate in the 
slightest from his ministry. Also, his Work 
is so colossally powerful and active, and so 
prodigious in scope, that even the dead will 
return to life at the call of his voice. Thus, it 
is a Work of unimaginable power and glory, 
in which he wants to let us have a share. 
For this, we must put everything into it, as 
he did. …

What must also be clarified now, as a 
consequence of the programme lived in the 
heart, is the unity of the Body of Christ. It 
is the effect of complete selflessness for the 
Work to be done. …

The Host of the Lord also have steps to 
take. They have to follow the example of the 
faithful in the Old Covenant, in order to ac-

quire their faith, their perseverance and their 
faithfulness. They must seek, with overflow-
ing zeal, the purity of the heart. Then, they 
also feel the deep effects of the Tabernacle 
of God, and as a result, they are attached to 
that Little Flock with all their soul.”

Our congress finished with a comment by 
the Faithful and Wise Servant on this expres-
sion by David in the Psalms: “Cleanse me 
from hidden faults. Keep back your servant 
also from willful sins. Do not let them control 
me” (Psalms 19: 12 and 13), of which we give 
a brief summary:

“What the Lord desires for us is that we 
become completely happy, with a happiness 
that nothing or no one can take away from 
us. … If we are not joyful and happy, it is 
because there is a catch in us. So, we have 
to look for it, find it and remove it. In the 
past, David also looked for it, and that’s why 
he asked the Lord to show him his hidden 
faults. He eagerly wanted to know them and 
to overcome them.

No one can know themself without using 
that divine process. It is only at our dear Sav-
iour’s school that the “old man”, with his many 
weaknesses, is unmasked as we strive. …

It is to the extent that we no longer want 
to see the flaws in others, that we can better 
discern our own. The more that we overlook 
and cover the mistakes of our fellow person, 
the more that we acquire a sharp eye for 
recognizing those that we ourselves make.

In today’s Bible text, David also says: “Keep 
back your servant also from willful sins.” That 
means, from the sentiment of pride that is 
in one. It is indeed a matter of recognizing 
oneself in this, because the Adversary is a 
master in the art of making us take one thing 
for another. Thus, he makes us take shyness 
for humility, whereas it is a hidden and very 
subtle form of pride. …

In the Lord God, we have an example of 
humility of dazzling and sublime majesty, 
of greatness and of an elevation of thought 
that exceeds ours by a thousandfold. What 
ineffable humility: He let his Son, the Only 
Begotten of the Father, be born in a stable, 
and didn’t take offence. His humility is above 
all that. …

We should therefore now manage to attain 
the divine character, which shall make us the 
Revealing of the Children of God.”

The next congress in Mexico will be held 
on the 17th and the 18th of December, God 
willing.
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