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THE human race in general — not merely the ordi-
nary people, but also and particularly learned men 

and theologians — have no idea at all of what the true 
Kingdom of God is like. They do not want it, because 
their hearts are in utter darkness. If people knew what 
the true Kingdom of God on Earth is like, they would all 
want it and would give that magnificent Kingdom first 
place, before everything else, because it represents the 
perfect felicity that everybody is longing for. But they 
are very tightly held in the grip of suggestion. So, the 
thing with which they are familiar is devilish science, 
based on selfishness, and they dread the Kingdom of 
God as they dread fire, for it is based on the perfectly 
altruistic spirit.

The false kingdom of God

Let us take a look at man’s lot in the false kingdom of 
God, for the few days he spends on Earth. Some seem 
to enjoy great privileges, whilst the rest are constantly 
being put down and have severe trials and great unhap-
piness. There are kings, emperors, princes, and nobles 
of all degrees, on Earth, and there always have been. 
There have been dictators, people who had power over 
whole countries, and regional and local authorities. All 
those people do their best to maintain their privileges 
by ruling those beneath them harshly, more or less. 
What does this line of conduct lead to? We have, as it 
were, a stage on which each actor has taken his part 
seriously. However, when the time comes to depart, all 
things fade away, just as Rabelais put it on his death 
bed when he said: “Draw the curtain, the comedy is 
over.” And so it is, when death comes, man is reduced 
to a heap of dung. The corpse must be buried deep.

In all ages, the discontented masses have revolted, 
which has often caused bloody upheavals. All sorts of 
ideologies have been worked out, even in days long 
passed. This has been going on all the time till today. 
Therefore, there has been witnessed on Earth a long 
succession of empires, of kingdoms, of republics and of 
democracies and Nazism, fascism and Bolshevism. In 
this way, people have gone on striving with one another 
in deepest confusion. The masses longed for improve-
ments, but those improvements have always eluded 
them, even when, at certain times, things looked as 
promising as they could be.

After the First World War, the League of Nations 
aroused great hopes. In Switzerland, there was a 

great deal of propaganda to induce the country to be 
a member of the League of Nations. There were post-
ers all over the place, depicting a Swiss herdsman 
contemplating some men in the business of breaking 
up weapons of war and forging agricultural machinery. 
Written across those posters were the words of the Bi-
ble, which declare: “They shall beat their swords into 
plowshares.”

In those days, war was outlawed. However, amidst 
this poor human race, neither promises nor signatures 
are respected. Treaties are indeed nothing more than 
scraps of paper, because men are selfish. By reason 
of this selfishness, everything melts away to nothing: 
their work, their hopes, their engagements and their 
wisdom. One after the other, they go into the grave. If 
the Scriptures declare that “a living dog is better than 
a dead lion”, how much more certainly this will hold 
good for the inconsequential people of this world. How-
ever that may be, that is the fate of all: of the great as 
well as of the man in the street who has struggled for 
his very existence and for his own interests, and of the 
peasant who has worked from early morning till late 
into the night, in the hope of increasing his livestock 
and his capital. One and all are finally dispossessed 
because they return to the earth from which they were 
taken. But the true Kingdom of God shall bring them 
all back from “the land of the enemy”, from “the land 
of oblivion”.

The religions called Christian are made — so it is 
claimed — for providing consolation. What then is the 
doctrine they preach? It is Heaven, Hell or Purgatory. 
This is only meagre consolation when death comes 
and you have nothing better to look forward to than 
the sorry fate put forward by religious ideas generally. 
To think that people cling to such insanity with their 
very last ounce of energy! That is what their kingdom 
of God comes to. Fortunately, this is not the true one, 
for the consolation it provides is quite empty.

What the true Kingdom of God is like!

The true Kingdom of God, as it is lived up to by God’s 
true children, offers magnificent harmony of feelings, 
of thoughts, of words and of deeds. The true Kingdom 
of God is inspired by the Spirit of perfect altruism. In 
that Kingdom, everyone is forever animated with the 
will to please his fellows. No one possesses anything 
of his own. It is a perfectly united community, ruled by 

altruistic love, that is to say, divine love. There, there 
is no room for arguments, dissension or protests, since 
everyone is concerned, before anything else, with 
pleasing his fellows whom he loves as himself. Every-
one also does his best to honour the Almighty, Who is 
the only Landowner on Earth.

When the Kingdom of God is introduced, this calls for 
a tremendous amount of work, but this work is amiably 
shared out amongst all the people who make up that 
Kingdom. In equal measure, as men have destroyed the 
Earth in their dementia of selfishness, so the inhabitants 
of the Kingdom of God, restore the balance which has 
been upset by lawbreaking. They take an active part 
in the work of reforesting the Earth to restore the clem-
ency of the seasons, and perfect balance to the working 
of the hydrographic system of the world.

In the Kingdom of God, mankind are taught true 
science, which creates and maintains life. They are 
made aware that their organism works altruistically: 
every organ working for the common good of all the 
other organs. Accordingly, the inhabitants of the King-
dom of God, exert themselves to reconcile their minds, 
their thoughts, their words and their actions with the 
altruistic function of their bodies. The fact is that in the 
Kingdom of God, the conviction prevails that man was 
created in God’s image. You can understand that when 
a man behaves altruistically, in harmony with the law of 
his body, he comes into the light, which enables him to 
recognise God as his Father, and the Son of God and his 
Church as the New Adam and the New Eve who give 
birth to the New World as a consequence of the Ransom 
paid for mankind. The New Adam is our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the New Eve is the small Church which is 
a hidden mystery and which, when it has finished its 
sacrifice, gives birth to the Kingdom of God.

At present, in this darkened world, they have courts 
and police for punishing delinquents. In the true King-
dom of God, as eternal life is man’s destiny, it is his 
organism that judges, that condemns and that puts a 
curb on selfish thoughts, words and actions. There is 
therefore nobody to accuse and nobody to condemn, 
and no executioner to carry out any sentence. Punish-
ment comes automatically from the fact that the organs 
of the body only agree with altruistic thought. They 
give pain to one who does selfish things and who, by 
doing so, gives rise to disturbances in his organism, 
which can only be ruled by an altruistic spirit. Such is 
the police force of the Kingdom of God.

In the Kingdom of God, only the elite is capable of 
subsisting, and all can become of it, for they only have 
to submit to the discipline of that Kingdom voluntar-

The infinite joys 
of the Father’s House

OVER hill and dale, deep in the woods, 
widespread in field and prairie, and in 

the orchards in festive array, the month of 
June (in the northern hemisphere springtime) 
is pouring out the abundance of its favours. 
Everywhere, there is a splendour of light and 
life, for the morning Sun is already giving 
warmth. Swallows are streaking across the 
blue sky, darting and circling, as they busy 
themselves with procuring food for their little 
ones, and their shrill cries are accompanied 
by the humming of the bees visiting the 
many flowers as they go about their useful la- 
bours.

Meanwhile, over the mountains, a dull 
rumble is breaking up the harmony and peace 
of this bright morning. The guns of war are 
in action. Over there, men are killing each 
other, savagely tearing one another to pieces.

In the small village nestled amidst the 
orchards, all are busy with their work. One 
has to do the best one can to replace the men 
who have had to go to the front. Everyone is 
doing their best to face up to the difficulties 
which arise. Women and children set to work. 
That is why young Peter, getting a firm hold 
of a big scythe, is diligently mowing the grass 
in the field of a neighbouring woman whose 
husband is at the front.

To be sure, it would be much more fun to go 
with his friends to watch the soldiers as they 
march past, or to find out whether the cher-
ries are ripe yet. But Peter is a good-hearted 
lad and obedient. Even though so young, he 
already feels responsible. So, he is working 
with all his might. He wants to help wherever 
he can. He is eleven years old.

Peter has been at it for many long hours. 
The dewdrops evaporated long ago. A green 
frog, disturbed from its fresh green lair, leaps 
to Peter’s side, and the lad stops to rest for a 

moment. The woman for whom he is work-
ing brings him out some lunch, and with 
the idea of refreshing this courageous little 
man, gives him a big glass of wine to drink. 
Thinking this will give him strength, Peter 
drinks it down, and after a short rest, sets to 
work again. But how hot it has become all 
of a sudden, and his scythe has become so 
heavy! Peter stops working. Overcome, he 
lies down on the grass without even seeking 
a shady spot.

Sometime later, the neighbours find him 
lying there unconscious. They quickly carry 
him to his home. A doctor is sent for, and 
he makes no secret of the seriousness of the 
situation. This is a dangerous case of men-
ingitis. For several weeks, it is a matter of 
life and death. An army doctor stationed in 
the area is called to the small sufferer’s bed- 
side.

At last, after many ups and downs, the 
boy’s life is saved, and he is out of danger. 

But now, the parts of the body paralyzed by 
the disease have to be brought to work again.

After a long period of convalescence, Pe-
ter goes back to school. He needs to put his 
back into his work, for he is behind and is still 
weak. He soon gets tired, both in mind and 
in his nerves. However, his teacher is fond of 
her young pupil and likes to see how hard he 
tries. So, she does her best for him and gives 
him lessons out of school hours. Being grateful 
for the help and affection he receives, Peter 
applies his whole heart to doing well. He 
quickly catches up with the rest of the class. 
He passes his School Leaving Certificate, and 
leaves, somewhat to his regret.

Peter’s sister has married a carpenter, and 
Peter often visits him in his workshop. He 
likes to watch his brother-in-law skilfully 
handling his tools and making all sorts of 
very useful things.

Peter practices with him, and being a handy 
lad, quickly begins to get the hang of it. Then, 
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ily, the discipline their organism needs for remaining 
alive. In the Kingdom of God, there are no more tears, 
no more pain and no death, since death is nothing but 
the wages of sin, that is to say, of being selfish.

The Kingdom of God, also called the Messianic 
Kingdom in the Holy Scriptures, is therefore the ad-
mirable and glorious solution to all our problems. In 
that Kingdom, misfortune is transformed into felicity, 
death is transformed into life, and disappointment and 
pain make room for well-being, for joy and for consola-
tion. It is, in short, the achievement of that happiness 
which all people are striving for. That happiness, as is 
to be seen from the foregoing, can only be obtained by 
honestly and faithfully living up to Christ’s principles, 
something which is neither hard nor complicated to do. 
For that reason, not only is the Kingdom of God pos-
sible on Earth, but it will most surely be set up for the 
joy and blessing of all the meek, the gentle, who shall 
inherit the Earth.

Our dear Saviour came to Earth at the appointed time 
to open the way for the coming of the Kingdom of God, 
by generously and nobly giving up his life as the Ran-
som that redeems the human race, condemned in Eden. 
At his birth, the heavens opened and the angels sang 
to the shepherds who watched over their sheep in the 
fields of Bethlehem. This was what they sang: “Glory 
to God in the Highest, and peace on Earth to all men of 
goodwill.” This was the announcement of the Kingdom 
of God, of the Kingdom of peace and happiness, now 
about to be introduced all over the world. Nothing is 
going to be able to stop its being set up to the glory 
of God and for the comfort of all who dwell on Earth, 
for the times are fulfilled, and the time has come for 
that Kingdom to be set up, in accordance with God’s 
plan, mapped out before the foundation of the world, 
and according to his promise which shall not fail. Let 
us then be glad, and let us work wholeheartedly on its 
introduction with divine grace to help us.

Wind turbines on trial
The production and consumption of energy, whatever 
type it might be, is the cause of environmental pollu-
tion. That particularly applies to oil, gas and coal, and 
even to electricity. Producers are therefore increas-
ingly turning to sources of energy that don’t harm the 
environment too much. That is apparently the case for 
wind turbines, which produce electricity by means of 
the wind. However, the article that we quote below 
provides interesting information on that subject. It was 
published in the Swiss environmental magazine Journal 
Franz Weber, July–September 2021, and was written 
by Ambre Sanchez.

Ecology: Are wind turbines a false good idea?
To use wind power to produce energy is attractive, 
but unfortunately insufficient. Even though the use 
of “green energy” is on the rise, we should beware 
of mirages: let’s not put wildlife in danger…because 
of wind power.

To destroy an area of forest containing centuries-old 
trees and 66 protected species of wildlife, to make room 
for a forest of wind turbines, is not a nightmare or a 
bad Hollywood film, but a project that has received 
the green light from the French Council of State [a 
governmental body]. The aim is to build a wind farm 
consisting of 16 wind turbines in the Lanouée Forest, 
the second largest forest in Brittany [a region in north-
west France], which means that 16 of the 331 hectares 
will be cleared in the name of “producing renewable 
energy”. The goal is to supply about 50,000 households 
with electricity. The project, which is far from unanimous 
among the local residents, has been fiercely contested 
by local protestors for seven years. Organizations and 

citizens refuse to see their countryside disfigured and 
often try, in vain, to legally challenge these projects 
and to unite the protesting voices.

Financial abyss

Mr Jean-Louis Butré, a member of the French expert 
group Énergie et verité, is the author of several col-
umns in the French newspaper Le Figaro, which are 
against wind turbines. According to him, they represent 
a “financial abyss” and an “environmental disaster”. 
In these times of climate change, in which it is well 
known that deforestation is one of its major causes, is 
it really sensible to cut down trees to build wind tur-
bines? “To make these monsters stand requires 2,500 
cubic metres of concrete [for their foundations], which 
does more harm to the environment,” explains Mr Jean-
Louis Butré in Le Figaro, while also pointing out the 
enormous costs of these structures for citizens, and also 
the wide-ranging harm they cause, such as visual pollu-
tion and a 30 to 40% reduction in real-estate value for 
nearby property. Furthermore, this expert emphasizes 
the numerous “grey areas” that question the long-term 
recycling of materials used in the construction of the 
turbine blades and the potential dependence on foreign 
suppliers “without creating jobs in France”.

A denial of the environment

While we welcome the authorities’ desire to diversify 
their sources of energy at a time when the debate on 
coal and nuclear power is raging, it is nevertheless 
necessary to not be blinded by “the mirage of green 
electricity”. “When it comes to destroying trees to build 
wind turbines, it’s time to ask ourselves if we are still 
talking about the environment,” worries Vera Weber, 
the president of the FFW [Fondation Franz Weber, an 
environmental organization founded by her father, the 
Swiss ecologist Franz Weber]. Indeed, should we go as 
far as sacrificing the treasures of nature, on the altar 
of the “holy” need for energy? That is precisely what 
worries the FFW because of the vague declaration of 
French President Macron, which advocates a “case-by-
case pragmatism” regarding wind power, and which 
makes us concerned. Encouraged by the journalist Mr 
Stéphane Bern, who is an ardent defender of French 
heritage and territory, the FFW has taken the side of 
the protestors. Because “wind-turbine mania”, which is 
the name of the “fever” to build as many wind farms 
as possible, doesn’t only threaten the environment of 
France. On the French-Swiss border, another large pro-
ject threatens the harmony of our area: the Bel Coster 
Wind Farm. Initiated by the Swiss canton [state] of 
Vaud, the project plans to set up nine 210-metre-high 
turbines, “close to French territory, in a very popular 
tourist area”, says the French newspaper L’Est Répu- 
blicain. 

 However, for Mr Stéphane Bern — who also hopes to 
question the French Minister of the Ecological Transition, 
Barbara Pompili, in Le Figaro — “wind turbines are a 
denial of the environment”. That columnist especially 
insists that wind energy “seriously pollutes nature and 
destroys the natural heritage of France”, and that it is 
the object of “European subsidies and of powerful in-
dustrial and financial lobbies”.

A growing economic sector in France

France is the fourth largest producer of wind energy in 
Europe, and unfortunately seems to be ignoring all of 
those considerations. On the contrary, it does not intend 
to stop there. Every year, this sector is growing with 
unequal distribution, according to Mr Philippe Collet, 
a journalist at the French environmental organization 
Actu Environnement, who says that half of the wind 
turbines [in France] are in two regions: Hauts-de-France 
and Grand Est. In the year 2020, 8.9% of the national 
electricity consumption came from there, compared to 
7.2% in 2019, and 5.9% in 2018, despite the opposi-
tion of many experts who particularly deplore the high 

cost of electricity produced by this means as well as the 
impossibility of storing the raw material from which it 
is derived: the wind.

 Switzerland is currently protected from such large 
projects, but is facing an increasing number of en-
quiries. Thanks to the vigilance of organizations — 
particularly Helvetica Nostra, a sister organization of 
the FFW — Switzerland currently only has about 40 
wind turbines, whose largest wind farm is located on 
the mountain Mont Crosin in the Bernese Jura region. 
“In Switzerland, it is complicated,” says Lionel Per-
ret, a director of the Swiss wind-energy lobby group 
Suisse Eole. In Switzerland “the process can take up 
to 25 years, compared to 5 to 10 years in neighbouring 
countries”, he summarizes. Here, the public is watch-
ing, and it is easy to organize an awareness campaign 
and votes, allowing citizens to really get involved and 
make an impact. That was particularly the case for the 
Swiss city of La Chaux-de-Fonds, which feared that a 
wind-turbine project could threaten it as a designated 
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

“Offshore” wind turbines
compared to “onshore” wind turbines

In France, unfortunately, a certain idea of sustainable 
development often outweighs environmental consid-
erations. “From now until 2024, the government will 
allocate an additional one gigawatt of power each 
year,” assured President Emmanuel Macron in 2019 
in the French city of Montpellier at a meeting of the 
marine economy. As such, “salvation” will come from 
so-called “offshore” wind turbines, which means, from 
turbines installed near the coast or in the heart of the 
ocean, which would avoid disfiguring the countryside 
or invading livestock or agricultural land. According to 
Wind Europe (a European wind-energy network), 80% 
of all the offshore wind resource is located in waters 60 
metres and deeper in European seas. That might be an 
appropriate solution that does less harm to the coun-
tryside, but that is far from not causing any problems, 
especially for marine life and for birds.

We have reached such a level of environmental pol-
lution that it has become important to choose environ-
mental solutions for our energy production. One might 
think that wind turbines are one, but when one reads 
the above report: clearing 16 hectares of forest that con-
tain 66 species of protected animals, and pouring 2,500 
cubic metres of concrete to build 16 wind turbines that 
provide 50,000 homes with electricity — then it is like 
Vera Weber, the president of the FFW, said: “When it 
comes to destroying trees to build wind turbines, it’s 
time to ask ourselves if we are still talking about the 
environment.”

In our opinion, it is appropriate to examine our con-
sumption of energy. In information technology, the 
saving of data, internet communication, emailing, so-
cial networking and other means of correspondence, 
games, and watching films and videos on the web, all 
consume a lot of electricity. And that consumption is 
increasing at a concerning rate. Information technology 
(IT) produces 3.4% of global Greenhouse Gas emissions, 
which is just as much as air travel, and that number is 
constantly increasing.

As Pablo Servigne, a Belgian agricultural engineer 
and PhD in biology, said: “If we want to consume less 
fossil fuels, we must consume less energy. Period. …
we must break with hubris and excess, and understand 
that self-limitation is the only source of autonomy and 
freedom.”

That is a consideration that makes sense. One abso-
lutely cannot consume limitless energy and ignore its 
undesirable effects on the environment. However, one 
must emphasize that conserving energy will completely 
change our society. Democracy cannot exist without 
agriculture. In his book Carbon Democracy, the British-
born political theorist and professor Timothy Mitchell 

he leaves home to start an apprenticeship, so 
that he may earn a little money. He likes work 
very much and is most energetic. From time to 
time, however, he is given to meditation and 
prayer. He has attended Sunday school and 
the religious services in the village church, 
but has never been able to serve at Mass or 
to understand what the priest tried to teach 
him. Those things appeared mysterious and 
incomprehensible to him. Yet the thought 
stuck in his mind of a God Who sees all things 
and knows all things and to Whom one may 
pray. So, from the bottom of his heart, there 
often go up a few thoughts to that Being 
Whom he feels is just, good and powerful.

,
Several years have past. Peter has done 

his military service. While he was doing it, 
his dear mother died. When he gets home 
again, he finds life is not too gay: Father is 
hard, and the home atmosphere is lacking 
in warmth and affection. It is a painful thing 

to the young man to not obtain, from those 
around him, any response to his own aspira-
tions. So, he contemplates getting married, 
to have a home of his own. With that idea in 
view, he marries a girl he has met, and does 
his utmost to make life agreeable for her.

Peter soon finds how disappointing that 
reality can be. For many years, he practically 
has to live as a stranger in his own home, 
and a prey to all manner of humiliations and 
vexations. It is a good thing for him that he 
has his work, into which he puts all his heart 
and soul. He also looks here and there for 
something to make up for his sorrow, but in 
vain. All he meets with is failure and disap-
pointment. In the end, he makes up his mind 
to get a divorce. To simplify matters, he lets 
his wife have the pretty little house he has had 
built, and retires to an old shack standing on 
one of his properties at the edge of a wood. 
He quickly furnishes two rooms and takes 
up his quarters there, with a few personal 

belongings and his little bitch called Flighty, 
which is faithful and attached to him. So, he 
shares his life among his work, his small four-
legged friend and his bees, in whose habits 
he is keenly interested, and which he studies 
while giving them affectionate care.

At times, Peter is heavy-hearted and weary. 
He greatly longs to have a little true affec-
tion from his fellow people. Does life then 
only pain to offer? With his head buried in 
his hands, he often meditates along those 
lines. At such times, as if she could feel her 
master’s trouble, Flighty comes and lays her 
head on his knee and looks at him out of her 
expressive eyes, as if to say: “I’m here, and 
I love you.” Peter passes his fingers through 
her black coat and pulls himself together for 
a time. Then, sadness soon falls on him again. 
He thinks: “What’s the use of going on liv-
ing? To die would simplify matters... It would 
be so easy: just nothing...forget everything.” 
This idea spins around in his head and draws 

him in like a whirlpool which sucks ships to 
the bottom.

It is an autumn day, and Peter is brooding 
over his disappointments, as it has now be-
come his habit every day. His heart is more 
sorrowful than ever. There is a sudden knock 
on the door. Peter answers and comes face 
to face with a man, fairly advanced in age, 
whose face is stamped with kindness and 
benevolence. An indefinable influence radi-
ates from his expression. He is accompanied 
by a woman whose look also expresses great 
kindness.

The man tells him he is an evangelist of 
the Kingdom of God, whose happiness it is 
to carry to mankind in distress, the message 
which contains knowledge of God’s plan 
and the Good News of the Restoration of All 
Things to perfection on this Earth.

He expresses himself in simple terms and 
with affection, and the effect of his words 
goes straight to Peter’s heart. It feels to him 
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has shown that the birth of our mass democratic institu-
tions in the 19th century was linked to the exploitation 
of coal and later oil. Near the coal mines, the first unions 
appeared. With the emergence of oil, the unions became 
weaker, because although they were able to block the 
mines with a strike, they could not control the pipelines 
or the Gulf States. According to Mitchell, democracy, 
as we know it, will no longer be possible. The crisis 
of the Yellow Vest Protest Movement in France proves 
him right: when the price of petrol is affected, social 
peace is threatened. In a future without oil, one will 
therefore have to invent a different democracy, decen-
tralized, with people who are less controlled, and with 
more self-organization at the local level. That would 
be a more collective democracy.

Currently, the world’s electricity is mainly produced 
by the burning of oil, gas and coal (67%), by hydro-
electric energy (16%) and by nuclear power (12%). 
The new renewable energies (sun, wind, biogas and 
waste) comprise 5%.

Additionally, the production and consumption of 
energy is an important part of the global economy. To 
conserve or to reduce our consumption therefore rep-
resents a real challenge for our society.

However, there is a solution. And we know that it 
is already in preparation because it consists of intro-
ducing the Kingdom of God on Earth. Society, as we 
know it, will experience an unprecedented transforma-
tion in the near future. A new state of things will be 
established, which will no longer be based on money. 
The foundation of that new society is the Ransom paid 
by our dear Saviour, which enables the education 
and the restoration of all humankind, even those who 
have descended into the grave and will return to life 
through the Resurrection. Those who wish to can join 
that movement that is already active in some places 
in the world. That calling is addressed to all people of 
goodwill, who are not satisfied with the current society, 
and who wish for a change.

In that new Kingdom, love, brotherliness and sis-
terliness will rule as sovereign master. Everyone will 
be invited to attach themselves to the Universal Law, 
through which everyone exists for the good of others. 
Obedience to that law brings prosperity and life for 
eternity. We will happily provide more information on 
that subject to all interested people.

Feathered bricklayer!
The editor of the French magazine Journal de l’Emploi 
(Employment Journal), Rose-Marie Choulat, looks at 
the animal world, from whose activities she can draw 
some judicious and edifying information. She invites 
her readers to contemplate them and compare them 
with human activities. Humankind, while not lacking 
ingenuity in many areas, have often had to draw inspi-
ration from those we call “our lesser brethren”. Unfor-
tunately, human endeavours are usually accompanied 
by sordid interests or even evil intentions, which are 
not found among animals. That is certainly not a sign of 
superior intelligence in human beings, or at least true 
intelligence, which always works in harmony with the 
rules of balance and life.

Thus, the above-mentioned weekly magazine pub-
lished an article about swallows — these beautiful, agile 
and little birds — which we are pleased to reproduce:

Feathered bricklayer

Which animal better than a swallow could show a simi-
larity to a bricklayer? Swallows build walls, make win-
dows, dig tunnels, and come back to us every spring. 
They do not have a spirit level or a plumb line, but our 
chirping and charming swallows do not need more than 
their beak and feet. You might say that they do not 
build houses, but on closer inspection, one sees that 
they do build. They build a wide variety of structures. 

However, before we get down to the nitty-gritty of the 
cement, let us have a brief scientific look at them: the 
various species of swallows (also known as the Hi-
rundinidae family) are so similar that the differences 
among them are often difficult to define. Therefore, I 
will confine myself to (1) the common swallow (also 
known as the barn swallow, the chimney swallow and 
Hirundo rustica), which is the most widespread in the 
world, and to (2) the bank swallow (also known as the 
sand martin and Riparia riparia), which is one of the 
smallest, characterized by its brown back, white belly 
and narrow brown breast band. The nesting season is 
the appropriate time for the observation of both species, 
even if “one swallow doesn’t make a spring”, as the say-
ing goes. And for good reason! Their migrations take 
place at less precise times than those of the swifts, for 
example. Their spring arrival follows the 9°C isotherm 
[temperature line] and may easily vary by a few weeks 
from year to year. Moreover, some individuals precede 
the mass migration, while their autumn departure [in 
the Northern Hemisphere] to the warmer south, leaves 
some behind. Thus, in England, swallows can be seen 
all year round, except in January.

Let’s get to work! The concrete mixer!

The common swallow likes to nest in stables, cowsheds 
and barns. After having spent the winter in a warm re-
gion, every couple returns to its previous year’s dwelling. 
Some swallows have been observed being distraught, 
hovering for a long time near their now-inaccessible 
nest inside a stable, waiting for a door or window to 
be opened for them. However, if the old nest shows too 
much damage, the male and the female will decide to 
build a new one. It takes 8 to 16 days to build a new 
dwelling, which is usually attached to a beam. Our 
graceful bricklayers find the raw material in the mud 
of puddles, streams and ploughed fields. This soil is 
kneaded and impregnated with their saliva that cements 
it, and is shaped into pellets and attached to a chosen 
place. Horsehair, straw and twigs are added to the mor-
tar and give it remarkable strength. A well-sheltered 
nest can easily accommodate several generations of 
swallows over a period of half a century. What should 
we say about our modern flats, whose walls crack after 
a year of construction?

Unlike its common-swallow cousin, the bank swal-
low excavates a new home in the cliffs every year. This 
hard work requires community organization. Despite its 
limited technical means: claws and beak, available to 
each individual, the cliff is quickly riddled with holes. 
Four to six birds work closely together, taking it in 
turns to drill the hole. Even better, the same swallows 
move to a neighbouring hole, so that the work pro-
gresses simultaneously. As the hole becomes deeper, 
the swallow inside rakes the ground and then moves 
backwards to clear the rubble. When finished, the hole 
is between 50 and 180 cm deep, with a diameter of 4 
to 6 cm. At the end, the tunnel widens into a chamber 
with uneven contours: the actual nest, which is cozily 
lined with feathers.

The gravel pits in our region offer an ideal habitat to 
this messenger of spring. Strangely, their layered walls 
have opportunely replaced the bank swallow’s natu-
ral habitat: the sandy cliffs. As this particular habitat 
became scarcer, some ornithologists feared that their 
tenants would disappear. That would have been a mis-
judgement regarding their remarkable adaptability!

Once again, we can see how vital that quality is, which 
is desperately indispensable, not only in the animal 
world, but also in today’s work world.

Isn’t it interesting and even captivating to see swal-
lows at work in spring, building their nests where their 
chicks will be born? What zeal they display in searching 
for the appropriate materials for this construction, and 
then in aggregating and shaping them, after having 
taken care to incorporate horsehair, straw and twigs 

that will form the framework and ensure its strength! 
It was also necessary, at the beginning, to ensure that 
it was anchored to the wall, beam or rafter, to which 
they had chosen to attach it.

And everything is done quietly. Those graceful work-
ers have no tools except their beak and feet. They don’t 
need plans, cold chisels, hammers, trowels, floats or 
other equipment to build or check the levels of their 
construction. Little by little, it takes shape without trial, 
error or hesitation, and makes progress to perfection, 
under the keen and infallible eye of these small mas-
ter architects.

On the other hand, what a marvel it is that swallows 
did not learn to build. No one taught them this skill. 
It is in them, fixed from the beginning in the very first 
couple and transmitted to their offspring by hereditary, 
without the slightest need of an explanation.

It is a type of infused science that is found in nu-
anced forms in bank swallows, in their common-swallow 
cousins, in all nest-building birds and in other animals, 
especially some insects, such as bees.

As far as human beings are concerned, far greater 
possibilities in the development of good were reserved 
for them if they had obeyed the voice of wisdom. Then, 
they would never have experienced the slightest diffi-
culty in any direction. But their lack of humility plunged 
them into darkness, which the Scriptures speak about, 
and exposed them to the curse. To at least partly escape 
the curse, they had to build shelters, make clothes and 
seek protection from all sorts of troubles and threats. 
But unfortunately, in spite of their work, sweat, research 
and material improvements, they cannot escape the 
harmful effects of selfishness and pride with which 
they are imbued and which are at the root of all their 
undertakings. Effects unavoidably follow causes. And 
the world that humans have built for themselves, based 
on artifice and sectarianism, cannot last. Destruction 
inevitably awaits it, just like the house that was built 
on the sand, which the Lord Jesus talks about in the 
Sermon on the Mount. Only that which is built on the 
rock (the Rock of Ages) — namely, the Gospel put into 
practice — will remain unshaken and invulnerable in 
the storm that is coming. Matthew 7: 24–27.

Virtue or fame?
We find ourselves in a “performance society”. Eve-
rywhere, one has to shine: the body, the intellect, in 
business, in private life… Additionally, through movies, 
show business and now also social networks, norms 
have been imposed in all areas. If our profile doesn’t 
correspond with these norms, we are marginalized or 
even rejected. That is generally and greatly feared. 
This phenomenon is especially noticeable among 
young people, who are very sensitive about the opinion 
that others have of them. The European magazine En 
Marche, in its edition on the 18th of November 2021, 
mentions a new trend that goes against that general 
trend. The article, which we quote below, was written 
by Sandrine Warsztacki:

The “anti-praise” that does good.
Praising the benefits of slowness, fatigue, fragil-
ity, old age… That attitude to go against the trend 
is increasingly heard in the media. A healthy trend 
that invites us to escape the dictates of performance 
from every angle.

Don’t hide the dark circles under your eyes, show them 
with pride! Underlined with make-up or glitter, or natural 
without make-up, bluish bags under the eyes [under-eye 
bags] are the new beauty trend born on Instagram. The 
sellers of make-up foundations “that illuminate the eyes” 
and of make-up serums “that erase all imperfections in 
a flash”, can all pack up. “With COVID-19, people all 
over the world went through a difficult period when they 
were tired and not feeling well. So, what is the point 

as if a warm and powerful light were reviv-
ing his languishing heart. He feels greatly 
comforted by what these kind people tell 
him.

At the end of that conversation which 
seems very short to Peter, his visitors leave. 
Peter has promised to attend the next meet-
ing to be held in the neighbourhood. The fol-
lowing Sunday, he keeps his promise. Thus, 
he goes to the address given to him by the 
evangelist. There, he meets a few very kind 
people, and gets into a conversation with 
them. Then, the evangelist who visited him 
arrives. He warmly welcomes Peter. They all 
take their places in preparation for the meet-
ing. Peter pays great attention. He takes in all 
the teachings given, and is observant. He has 
the feeling that he has come into port at the 
end of a long voyage, strewn with difficulties. 
The divine atmosphere sinks into his heart 
and relaxes him. He has at last found his fam-
ily: hearts which feel and think as he does!

Henceforth, Peter does everything in his 
power to associate with that family. As he is 
a lover of practical things, he quickly grasps 
every opportunity to be of assistance, to ex-
ist for a good purpose. He obtains great joy 
from this and feels he is being reborn into 
life. After a few weeks, he has the privilege of 
attending a congress and so gets into contact 
with the large Family of Faith. He is brimful 
of joy and would like to show it to all who 
approach him.

The congress has made a deep impression 
on Peter’s sensitive heart. His understanding 
has gained in assurance. He wishes to associ-
ate ever-more fully in that sublime Work. So, 
several days a week, he places himself and 
his car, at the service of the sister evangelist 
working in the neighbourhood. She is ex-
ceedingly grateful for this, for it is now in the 
depth of winter, a particularly severe winter 
this year in this mountainous country. The 
thermometer frequently registers between 

-22°C and -25°C. However, there is so much 
reason for devoting themselves, that our two 
friends have no time to dwell on the inclem-
ent weather.

Later, Peter is invited to collaborate on one 
of the Test Stations of the Kingdom of God. 
He feels what a great honour is being paid 
to him by permitting him to collaborate in 
this way in setting up the Reign of Justice. 
Filled with enthusiasm over the privilege, he 
joyfully takes the steering wheel of his car, 
and, in spite of the icy condition of the roads 
which still prevails, sets out in the direction 
of the mountains which he has to get over. 
The journey takes its course with remarkable 
ease, in spite of a number of obstacles, and 
Peter arrives at the Test Station, happy and 
deeply moved at coming into contact with 
the residents of this hallowed dwelling. He 
is all ears and all eyes, to take in everything 
going on around him. His soul, thirsting for 
Truth, feels so greatly refreshed by all the 

brotherly affection lavished on him with 
so much tact and warmth. So, day by day, 
his being expands with joy and gladness. 
Impelled to show his gratitude, he puts all 
his heart into devoting himself, firstly in the 
gardens, then in the workshop and later 
in the apiary. He intensely feels the great 
privilege of being able to serve in the Lord’s 
House.

After five weeks of uninterrupted joy, he 
has to contemplate going home. It is not 
without emotion that Peter takes his leave of 
the cherished Test Station and its residents, 
yet there is always the hope of returning to 
it soon. Home again, he is happy to find the 
Family of Faith of his neighbourhood, and, 
by every means in his power, goes on help-
ing each one.

Spring has returned, the buds are shooting, 
and flowers are blossoming on the fruit trees. 
Peter feels a great impulse of gratitude which 
draws him to his Maker, Who shows him so 
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of pretending that we are perfect and that everything 
is beautiful? We have dark circles under our eyes, so 
what?” commented Marie-Noëlle Vekemans, journalist 
for ELLE magazine, on the RTBF website.

 “Yes, I’m tired, sir, but I flatter myself.” If Robert 
Lamoureux, the French actor considered “the father of 
modern stand-up comedy” had been a millennial born 
in the 1990s, he certainly would not have hesitated to 
show off his dark circles on social networks either. In 
1953, he wrote In Praise of Fatigue, a poem [partly 
quoted as follows] that responds, with depth, to the 
recurring criticisms of his poor appearance:

Fatigue, sir, is always a fair price,
It’s the price of a day of effort and struggle.
It is the price of a labour, a wall or an exploit,
Not the price we pay, but the one we receive.
It’s the price of a job, of a full day,
It’s the proof, sir, that we walk with life.

Dark circles and wrinkles
Fatigue is not the only one to achieve its return to 
grace. Since Robert Lamoureux’s poem, the defence 
of change has become an exercise in style in its own 
right, to which philosopher’s, sociologists and histori-
ans devote themselves. In his book In Praise of Slow: 
How a Worldwide Movement is Challenging the Cult 
of Speed, a bestseller translated into more than 20 
languages, journalist Carl Honoré explains how speed 
ends up being harmful to health. “Today, you can even 
attend quick yoga classes,” he jokes, annoyed in a TED 
Talk. A reflection that he pursues in the book Bolder: 
Making the Most of our Longer Lives, in which he ques-
tions the obsession of our modern societies for youth, 
reminding us, with common sense, that there is no point 
in running. In life, the final destination is the same for 
everyone… It is to this same movement of declaration, 
that the French philosopher Hélène L’Heuillet also 
invites us in her recent essay In Praise of Delay: “To 
be late is playing truant, taking side roads, not going 
straight to the destination. It is introducing small vari-
ations that can derail the well-oiled cogs of our overly 
mechanical lives. It means, to finally live, faced with 
the dominant values of our modern societies — fluidity, 
flexibility, urgency and speed — and the pathologies 
that result from them.

Don’t forget the tears
In her magnificent text In Praise of Fragility, which she 
expressed on the France Inter radio station, the French 
writer Lola Lafon attacks “the culture of performance”. 
She invites the listener to resist “the martial music that 
gives rhythm to our daily lives”, the beat that tells us 
to always show our best side and that she describes 
with great poetry: “Worship of firmness, of muscular 
political speeches, of everything that is not flamboy-
ant. Horror of crumbly, soft, trembling, powerful and 
dazzling media icons. The glorification of ‘I did it all 

by myself’. The glorification of resilience, described as 
an order to get back in the saddle as soon as possible, 
to become efficient again. The terror of falling, of mis-
steps, of slowing down. … The terror of being exposed, 
described as fragile. This insult that says that we can’t 
handle the blows well enough.”

 “We find it difficult to face our fragility,” confirms the 
editor of The Philosophy Magazine, on the Radio France 
radio station. “When a loved one is going through a 
trial, we tell them: ‘You’ll be OK. You’ll bounce back.’ 
That is the great and valuable concept of resilience. 
But sometimes we rush too quickly towards the exit, 
the end of fragility. … With the health crisis, we have 
lived through a trying experience. There have been 
deaths and other things that we would have liked to 
do without, but also precious things, links that have 
been woven, and it is interesting to take stock of the 
strengths that we have drawn from this experience of 
collective fragility.” The clinical psychologist Camille 
Suez says: “There is a form of personal development, 
of magical thinking, which wants to make fragility a 
strength. But we don’t always get up from hardships to 
do something about it, and it is this tolerance to wel-
come this inner movement of pain and fear, which will 
perhaps allow us to gain something. But that’s just a 
maybe.”

 In Japan, Kintsugi is a practice of restoring old ce-
ramics in which the cracks are not hidden, but, on the 
contrary, delicately enhanced with gold paint. Accidents 
are part of the object’s history, and make it all-the-more 
beautiful. After depositing gold flakes on our dark cir-
cles, will we one day dare to make our wrinkles and 
scars shine, to hold up a salutary mirror to this society, 
which would sometimes like to make us a little too 
smooth?

It is true, as we already said in the introduction, that 
those who do not correspond to the usual criteria of 
fashion, or who do not show all the typical character-
istics that are appreciated by others, such as stature or 
physical strength among men, beauty among women, 
education or intelligence, success in business, etc, that 
those who do not benefit from these various aspects of 
public life, are not appreciated and have no possibility 
of achieving any type of fame.

The article therefore proposes, to a certain extent, 
to go against the dictates that are imposed on us. And 
always with the goal of persevering and going one’s 
own way, without finally fulfilling the conditions for it. 
It is a matter of praising ugliness, weakness, age, pov-
erty, etc. But even if one feels better in society when 
one does not have to resemble its main representatives, 
that does not mean that one can make a career of it or 
let alone be famous.

 But why does one always want to shine? We are what 
we are: tall, short, strong, weak, more or less intelligent, 
educated or not, beautiful or less beautiful… But should 

we judge someone according to those criteria? In fact, 
the Bible confirms to us: “People look at the outward 
appearance” (1 Samuel 16: 7). In the same chapter, it 
also says: “God does not look at the things people look 
at. … God looks at the heart.”

That consideration leads us to ask about true values. 
Is it important to be strong, beautiful, educated, rich 
or clever? It is clear that “the final destination is the 
same for everyone”, as Sandrine Warsztacki writes in 
the article. Therefore, where is the truth towards which 
we should direct our efforts?

Our dear Saviour said to the religious leaders of the 
Jewish nation of his time: “How can you believe since 
you accept honour from each other, but do not seek the 
honour that comes from the only God?” (John 5: 44). 
Apostle Paul spoke similarly about those who “knew 
God, but did not glorify him as God or give thanks to 
Him and whose thinking became futile and whose fool-
ish hearts were darkened. … They changed the truth of 
God into a lie, and worshipped and served the created 
things rather than the Creator, Who is forever worthy 
of praise!” (Romans 1: 21 and 25). In another passage, 
Psalm 75, verses 7 and 8 teach us that “promotion does 
not come from the east or the west or from the south, 
but it is God Who judges”. There are so many indica-
tions that help us to understand where we should direct 
our attention.

Those who place their trust in the Almighty and who 
try to please Him, will never be disappointed. On the 
contrary, they will learn to understand Him, to serve Him 
and to love Him. For them, that will be an inexhaustible 
source of joy and happiness. They will prosper, like a 
tree near a watercourse. For them, there is no need to be 
noticed, appreciated, flattered or adulated. They need 
neither praise nor anti-praise. Divine approval, which 
they seek and which the Almighty grants to those who 
are faithful, completely satisfies them.

Whereas the fame that the world offers, is fleeting. 
It is like soap bubbles that shine in many colours, but 
that then burst and leave nothing but a memory. One 
might have become acquainted with fame for a certain 
time, but then fashion changes and the trend goes in 
the opposite direction, and all of a sudden, one is in 
the shadows again. That is then a bitter disappoint- 
ment.

It is not generally understood that humanity is de-
ceived by God’s Adversary, Satan. Our dear Saviour 
described him as a liar and a murderer from the begin-
ning (John 8: 44). Fortunately, his kingdom is coming 
to an end. It will make room for the Reign of Justice, 
which will be established. In that Kingdom, everyone 
will be happy, by virtue of the great Sacrifice of our dear 
Saviour, who, through the Gift of his life, has redeemed 
all humankind from sin and perdition. From now on, 
all those who wish to, can leave the Adversary behind 
and can forever be attached to their Creator and to 
their Saviour and can attain their destiny: eternal life.

much tender solicitude, at times in small de-
tails that cause his heart to melt within him. 
For instance, having had the happiness all 
through the winter of distributing the honey 
from his own bees to the collaborators in the 
Work, he has the joyful surprise of seeing five 
swarms issue from his two hives. One of these 
even takes over an empty hive without Peter 
having to do anything about it.

Exceedingly sensitive to divine kindness, 
Peter is made very glad by that really visible 
sign of approval, as well as by so many oth-
ers, which bring tears of joy to his eyes. He 
wishes, with all his heart, to be a very doc-
ile and attentive pupil at the Lord’s school. 
Sorrow has departed forever from his house. 
Immense gladness, that is both tender and 
calm, that of the Kingdom of God, fills his 
heart, which has been comforted and glad-
dened by knowledge of the true God, so kind 
and compassionate, and of his plan of love, 
which includes the Restoration of All Things 
for the everlasting comfort and joy of all man- 
kind.

In his soul, Peter is cultivating deep respect, 
intense gratitude and complete attachment 
to the Lord and towards the beloved Saviour 
and his Church, and particularly towards the 
beloved brother evangelist whom the Lord 
sent to him in his distress to lead him into 
the fold where all tears are wiped away and 
where death is overcome forever. With all his 
heart, he is able to sing:

Nothing better than illusion
In the world I’ve found:
Deep deception and confusion,
Chaos most profound.
In the Father’s House, however,
Hearts can open out,
By the light so warm and tender,
Compassed all about.

News in brief
of the Reign of Justice
The newspaper The Angel of the Lord No. 7 
from 1929, published a very interesting article 
that we reproduce in summary:

A kind instruction
Beloved, do not be surprised by the fiery 
trial that has come on you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening 
to you. — 1 Peter 4: 12.

When we live in a community, the heat of 
“the fiery trial” is soon felt, and that’s a very 
good thing for us. If we are docile, this is an 
admirable situation because it allows us to 
identify everything in us that is not in com-
plete accordance with the principles of the 
Kingdom of God. That shows itself in pain, 
and then we need the cure, the balm, which 
shows itself in the marvellous divine arrange-
ment that always pays for the guilty. …

If we rely on the principles, the fiery trial 
that comes on us is a great benefit. … We 
are then docile beings, quite willing to re-
form, and the more intense the fiery trial is, 
the better, because obviously any flammable 
part of us ignites and causes anger, jealousy, 
disputes, enmities and quarrels. If those feel-
ings are still in our heart, they inevitably 
show themselves at the time of the trial. … 
If we observe the principles, we will not let 
ourselves be surprised by our impulses. …

When we are continually challenged, we 
can very clearly see how far we have to go, 
to what extent we are still the plaything of 
the great Adversary, or to what extent we 
have cut the strings that bind us to him. He 
sometimes tries to make us angry or to make 
us lose patience, and if he succeeds in doing 
so, if we allow ourselves to be agitated, we 
can examine ourselves. …

The Almighty shows us his ineffable kind-
ness and wonderful tenderness that are equal 
to any trial. I have often noticed — when I was 
occasionally in despair of myself, thinking 
that I would never succeed, because my pride 
was in contact with the difficulties of the fiery 
trial, and made me lose patience — that the 
Lord never lost patience. He always waited, 
took me by the hand, and kindly led me, 
showing me all his grace. When I was tired or 
discouraged, He encouraged me and showed 
me his infinite benevolence to get myself 
back on my feet. I was thus in the situation 
of one who despairs of receiving that which 
he longs for, but who then receives ten times 
more. …

So, the fiery trial exists to change our 
character, and it is not a hell to torment us. 
Of course, there are many torments for those 
who are insensitive to the influence of God’s 
Spirit, which is the Vital Fluid. When one is 
in the fiery trial and resists, and does not 
let oneself be trimmed, one has to endure 
additional heat. But this is not what the re-
ligions have shown. God does not make the 
fiery trial. … The fiery trial has nothing to 
do with God’s goodness. The Lord wishes to 
give us the opportunity to heal ourselves and 
to receive his full and complete blessing, so 
that we can go forward and get rid of every-
thing that hurts us. He wants our suffering to 
be eased as much as possible, and us to be 
delivered and healed as soon as possible, so 
that we can obtain viability and receive the 
replenishment of the Vital Fluid, which is the 
Spirit of God. …

If we renounce at the time of the trial, 
nervous tension immediately ceases. If we 
faithfully stick to the law, all our pain dis-
appears, and instead of suffering, there is 
continual joy. It is therefore a great transfor-
mation that must take place in our mentality. 

It shows us, at the same time, the immense 
favour that the Lord grants us, in his infinite 
grace and his great love, to be at his school. 
… As soon as we do what is necessary, the 
fiery trial is transformed into a fire that is 
quite bearable. We must become kind and 
happy to serve, because thereby the heat of 
the fiery trial drops so much that turmoil is 
no longer possible. …

We are happy that the fiery trial is burn-
ing, that the Devil is relentlessly after us, 
because without him realizing it, he is doing 
us a great service. He is, in fact, making us 
focus, and we can therefore easily see the evil 
that is in us, and correct ourselves. When we 
have allowed ourselves to be taken by the 
Adversary, we should humble ourselves and 
repair the breaches, which further help us to 
get rid of our infernal pride. … We already 
feel comforted and rejoiced just by thinking 
of the Almighty’s ineffable love and of his 
gentleness and goodness. We are idealists, 
we love God’s ways, and we are attached to 
them with the innermost fibres of our soul, 
and nothing else can give us more pleasure or 
joy. That is why we are neither surprised nor 
intimidated by the fiery trial that comes on us. 
On the contrary, the fiery trial becomes more 
and more pleasant, it is an admirable heater. 
When we deny ourselves, we have peace and 
tranquillity, and it’s the Devil who has all the 
work. We only have the benefit of it because 
it makes us focus. The Devil always does a 
work that deceives himself and that is useful 
and healing for us, but we must be willing 
to renounce. That’s when the fiery trial is a 
huge benefit for us and allows us to honour 
the holy Name of the Lord.
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