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THE conscience is an ether that circulates throughout 
the Universe, and it is in the midst of that ether 

that the power of the divine Spirit does its work. Every 
intelligent and receptive creature can receive the ami-
able directions that come from God’s Holy Spirit and 
which, to have access to us, have to find favourable 
ground, made favourable by the sentiments displayed. 
For while the Lord causes his Spirit to radiate through-
out the Universe, we know besides that “the god of 
this world” also endeavours to spread his spirit over 
the Earth. Besides, we ourselves are also able to exert 
some influence around us, on the people around us 
with the spirit that pervades us. For instance, there can 
be an exchange of thoughts and a spiritual circulation 
between people who happen to be together, sometimes 
even without a single word being uttered. The ether, 
or fluid, given out by one person can thus be taken in 
by another, in some sort from conscience to conscience, 
without anything being said.

The conscience, to which we give outward expres-
sion, is thus part of ourselves. It is able to contribute 
towards the harmony of the universal conscience, 
which is a divine power. For that purpose, our own 
conscience needs to be a good one. The Almighty 
Himself has a conscience, and so has his Son, as have 
we who are receptive and intelligent. That conscience 
is not a local feature of the heart, of the brain or of 
anywhere else. It is the fabric of all our faculties, ex-
pressed in our line of conduct. So, it is in our line of 
conduct that our conscience finds expression, and 
our conscience can be good or bad, as the case may 
be.

The Lord, the Almighty, is faithful to his principles, 
and that is why the ether that pervades Him is an ether 
of life. Ether is also the name given to the result of de-
hydrating ethanol by means of concentrated sulphuric 
acid: this ether is highly volatile. The vapour it gives 
off has a very powerful action on the sensory nerves. 
And so, by comparison, that is why the powers that 
develop spiritually, and those that develop in the form 
of vapours, are frequently called ethers. For instance, 
scented flowers also give forth an ether, a perfume 
which spreads and of which we can have a more or 
less strong perception through the sense of smell. The 
ether of certain flowers, such as the violet, is exceed-
ingly delicate, whereas that of the lily and the narcissus 
are more powerful.

Thus, everything in nature gives us wonderful les-
sons and teachings which are exceedingly useful to 
us, to arrive at understanding the full process of the 
workings of the circulations existing to infinity in the 
Universe. Everything that emanates from the Lord has 
a beneficial and vivifying effect and an effective use 
for the preservation of life, both in man and on Earth. 
But all things have to be in place, and the purpose of 
things must not be changed by their being employed to 
other ends than those designed by the Almighty, Who 
established all things so that we should be affected 
only by good and favourable things.

Nothing is better suited to our organism than God’s 
Holy Spirit. It has the same effect on us spiritually as 
oxygen has on our body. When you breathe clean air, 
sufficiently charged with oxygen, it has a wonderfully 
vivifying effect on your system. The influence of God’s 
Holy Spirit on the sensory nervous system has an even 
more wonderful effect. Our dear Saviour used to give 
forth such an intense influence of the Spirit of God, that 
it had a very powerful effect on all who were receptive. 
That was why the sick who came to him were healed, 
God’s Spirit being a power of life and of regeneration.

Divine ways are ways of liberty; the Spirit of God 
does not force itself on anybody. Therefore, we need to 
make serious efforts to become receptive to the power 
of the Spirit of God. That Spirit must obtain easy access 
to us, to set up a circulation of blessing, owing to our 
having a very great desire to be steeped in that divine 
breath. For that purpose, we must not be indifferent. In 
our hearts, God’s Spirit must be able to find dispositions 
that are agreeable to it, so that it may do its work in us.

The need for physical and spiritual purification

It is highly advisable for us to examine those things in 
detail, for they are of capital importance to us. We need 
to understand them to fight against death and against 
all the morbid principles in our environment. Already 
at birth, a child has to fight against all sorts of things 
which could otherwise obstruct the circulations of life. 
That is why life is a constant fight waged by the circula-
tion that maintains life and enables the organism to go 
on working. That condition of life can be maintained 
forever, as long as the elements that keep it going are 
not dispersed or weakened by disturbances.

They are instructions of greatest interest to those 
who will allow themselves to be taught by divine ways. 

Thus, they are able to surely head in the direction of 
life and blessing. For that purpose, they must get rid 
of every cause of stagnation that may arise in their or-
ganism. Our body has been wonderfully designed, with 
incomparable wisdom. There is everything required for 
providing the remedy for any difficulty that may arise. 
For instance, dust and other impure things might en-
ter the lungs when we breathe. But in the bronchial 
tubes, there are vibratile cilia that are constantly at 
work to eliminate those things, which are finally ejected 
through expectoration. Besides, the liver and kidneys 
are magnificently effective organs, whose mission it is 
to filter the blood and to eliminate every morbid prin-
ciple that might become lodged there.

They are things that we can notice in the physical 
domain, but there are also some to be noted in the spir-
itual domain. Spiritual impurities can become lodged 
in us as a result of our lawless line of conduct, and of 
the wrong sentiments we indulge in and express by 
word or deed. They also need to be cleaned out and 
eliminated. That purification is granted to us by our 
dear Saviour’s glorious Work, through the atonement 
of his cleansing blood. That then is a spiritual element 
that we receive and which produces the purification we 
need in us. To be able to feel that process, we require 
faith. That is a spiritual influence that is impalpable. 
It works on our sensory nervous system, through our 
“sixth sense”, and so enables us to feel the justification 
effected by our dear Saviour’s Sacrifice.

One who is accustomed to purity is finally not in-
fluenced by the impure impressions that reach him, 
whereas one who is accustomed to impurity is imme-
diately infected by the impure things that draw near.

Mankind are accustomed to “the spirit of the world”, 
and that is why the slightest thing in relation to that 
spirit that comes their way, makes an immediate im-
pression on them. Gradually, as one disaccustoms to 
that spirit, the impressions received become more fee-
ble. There is nevertheless a fight to be waged, for the 
Adversary’s influence is stubborn and does not readily 
let go.

So, it is the Good Fight of Faith that must be contem-
plated. He who honestly fights it obtains the power to 
achieve a magnificent spiritual condition of purity, of 
loftiness of soul, and of blessing. That is the possibility 
man has, to raise himself to the divine, and that is what 
differentiates him from the animal. Without that faculty, 
as Solomon says, there would be no difference between 
man and animal. Man has received that possibility from 
God, and it is handed down from father to son.

All things work together 
for our good

FRANCE: “Life isn’t too gay,” thinks Lou-
ise, on this winter’s morning, with the bit-

ter cold stinging her face and chapping her 
hands. From an early age, young Louise has 
to face up to the hard work which is her share 
on her parents’ farm. She has very little rest 
and even fewer glad moments, for she is the 
Cinderella of the family. There is always work 
beyond her strength, and on top of that, she 
has to put up with all the painful difficulties 
of a home in which mother, forgetting both 
duty and dignity, frequently surrenders to her 
passion for drink.

When Louise is grown up, she has had more 
than enough of that depressing atmosphere. 
The moment an opportunity comes along, she 
gets married to escape from those difficulties 
which have been pursuing her since child-
hood. She hopes she is at last going to have 

a little happiness. Louise has turned 22 and 
knows nothing about life, other than hard 
labour from morning till night. Peter, her hus-
band, is an honest young man, and also hard-
working, and kind. But he has been brought 
up by people who adopted him. Germaine, 
his mother by adoption, keeps her clutches 
on him to the full extent of her power. Every 
month, he has to give her all the money he 
earns. Furthermore, she is hostile to Louise 
from the very first days of the marriage. The 
young couple lives with his parents by adop-
tion. Never a day goes by without a painful 
scene. Germaine does all she can to break 
up the youthful partnership and to cause a 
divorce.

Soon, Louise realizes she is going to have 
a baby. Her mother-in-law meets this new 
event with further hostility and makes life 
unbearable for Louise. Not being able to put 
up with anymore, Peter and Louise escape to 
the south of France, where Peter at last finds 

employment in a garage. His employer agrees 
to accept the young couple as long as there 
are no children. Louise hides her condition 
as long as it is possible to do so, working 
tirelessly in both home and garage. But one 
evening, three events succeed one another, 
which are a great shock to her nervous sys-
tem. She gives birth to a little boy, one month 
before his time. Great care has to be taken 
of this fragile little creature.

Then, it is out of the question to further 
conceal the situation. However, seeing that 
the young people are both serious and honest, 
their employer agrees to keep them on. Louise 
has to keep going from morning till night.

Several years go by in that way. Then, war 
breaks out. Peter is called up, and Louise is 
left alone with her little John, who is very 
fragile and has frequent and severe attacks 
of asthma.

After Peter’s departure, their resources 
begin to dwindle, and Louise has to go out 

to work and so is unable to keep John with 
her. She has to board him out, and with a 
heavy heart, she takes him to a place she has 
found, leaving him in strange hands. She is 
forbidden to come and see him for a month.

The weeks are too long for Louise. So, 
when the first has gone by, she is already on 
the way to visit her child. As she approaches 
the place, she meets one of the young board-
ers, who says: “Are you John’s mother? Don’t 
leave him here. He is always crying, and the 
women are unkind to him. They beat him 
and put him to bed in dirty sheets. Take him 
away as soon as you can.”

Louise is stricken. She finds her little boy 
weeping, very thin and trembling with fear 
and anguish. Louise immediately looks for 
another home for him, and that very even-
ing, comes to take him away, having all the 
trouble in the world to comfort him. “I thought 
you’d left me and weren’t coming back,” he 
said between sobs. In the new place, they 
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What produces and maintains life

Moses clearly pointed out that heredity has its effect 
for evil to the third and even the fourth generation, 
whereas for good, blessing goes on to a thousand gen-
erations. That shows us that evil cannot last. In the 
end, it will be utterly overcome by good. Goodness is 
lasting because it is the expression of the divine law. 
It corresponds exactly with the needs of our organism, 
which is designed for receiving the impressions created 
by everything that is essentially good, that is to say, by 
law-abiding, whereas evil results in the destruction of 
the organism.

The whole Universe is subject to the influence of 
God’s Holy Spirit, which can be received by all who 
are in sympathy with that influence. One who is under 
that wonderful influence is able to overcome all things. 
Our dear Saviour, for instance, was able to overcome 
death, the most terrible enemy of all. God’s Holy Spirit 
knows no defeat, and all who will allow themselves to 
be influenced by and filled with that Spirit, have vic-
tory, as was the case for our dear Saviour, God’s dearly 
beloved Son. He died for sinners because he laid down 
his life, in all freedom, for their sakes. But he rose again 
on the third day.

The question for us is to be in a position to receive 
that ether which circulates throughout the Universe, 
obtaining contact with it by getting into sympathy 
with its influence. If we live virtuously, the power of 
the Spirit of God is drawn to us by the attraction of the 
sentiments of nobility we express. It is then able to do 
its work in us, and at last, we are also able to reflect 
that ether, which causes glorious satisfaction in our 
hearts. That is what the Apostle Paul was able to feel. 
So, he was able to say that he was striving to have a 
good conscience before God and before men.

Divine impressions make us viable. They make us 
wise with divine wisdom, and they have a wonderful 
effect on our whole being. The spirit of evil, the bad 
conscience, finds it very easy to work in us because we 
are in great affinity with that spirit. Therefore, it is indis-
pensable for us to watch over our hearts and to always 
seek to ascertain which spirit we are animated with. 
If we permit ourselves to be impressed by the Spirit of 
goodness, faith will develop in our hearts, whereas with 
the spirit of evil, we can only obtain credulity. Faith is 
the most precious wealth. We shall never be able to 
appreciate it sufficiently.

Paul the Apostle says to Timothy that he who vio-
lates his conscience makes shipwreck concerning faith. 
That is why he advises us to have a delicate conscience 
and to see to it with great care. It is the pendulum, 
the governor, of our lives. So, when we feel that our 
conscience reproaches us, we must immediately have 
recourse to the process of purification, imploring the 
covering of our dear Saviour’s precious blood, after we 
have humbly and with sincere repentance, confessed 
our wretchedness. We feel, at once, that our faults are 
covered by the ether given out by Christ and by his 
Work, by his Sacrifice, which is of incommensurable 
value. The blood of Christ has not lost a single particle 
of its power of purification, but we need to be able to 
feel that power by faith. In that way, our conscience is 
once more blameless.

It is therefore urgent for us to do our best, to thus 
keep in contact with God’s Holy Spirit, by not violating 
our conscience, and by constantly seeking to make it 
more delicate. Nothing is more precious than faith, by 
means of which, we develop a good conscience.

It is then indispensable to follow out divine ways in 
practice, so that we may not have in vain been enlight-
ened by the oracles of God. We are faced with glorious 
possibilities. If we do what is needful, we can bring to 
those around us some wonderful and practical bless-

ings. It depends entirely on us. The Almighty says to us: 
“Try me and see if I don’t the floodgates of Heaven and 
pour out, for you, so much blessing that it overflows.” 
Therefore, if altruistic divine love takes concrete shape 
in us, all fear disappears at the same time.

The Lord also says to us: “It shall be done to you 
according to your faith.” When love makes its appear-
ance in us, that is to say, the most excellent virtue, our 
faith is living, and fear disappears automatically. They 
are things that we must be able to achieve. They take 
shape in us through the various daily lessons if we 
receive them humbly and willingly, as children who 
say: “As You will, Lord.” In the end, we then become 
really accomplished children of God, able to acquire 
the freedom and glory of children of God.

Our dear Saviour’s school is admirable. Our Lord 
knows quite well what is good for us. So, we must not 
want anything else. What we have to strive for is a 
blameless conscience. The way to do that is to place 
ourselves entirely in the hands of the Almighty, like 
trusting children. Then, we are carefree, since it is the 
Almighty Who has everything in hand and Who intends 
to grant us to be willing and able. He guides our hearts 
like watercourses. All things are possible to Him. What 
is there to fear in the hands of such an affectionate and 
kind Father, Who is, at the same time, almighty?

The divine education will then enable us to develop 
a good conscience, to associate in God’s Work, and to 
reflect the glorious light of divine love, as true sons, 
able to abide forever in the House of the Lord, because 
they have acquired a blameless conscience before God 
and before men.

Fishing or massacre
Fishing, or rather overfishing, remains a problem in the 
world, despite the advice and numerous warnings that 
some countries remain deaf to. The following quoted 
report — published in the Swiss environmental-protec-
tion magazine Journal Franz Weber, July–September 
2020, No. 133, and written by Leonardo Anselmi — is 
proof of that:

Overfishing: Chinese trawlers 
storming the Galápagos?
Because the world’s fish stocks are depleted by more 
than 80%, powerful Chinese fishing companies are on 
the lookout for new supply grounds. Ready to do any-
thing to meet global demand, they are now extending 
their “hunting zone” to an area dangerously close to 
the Galápagos Islands marine reserve (GMR).

Will there ever be a limit to the race for profit? At the 
moment, Beijing seems reluctant to ask the question. 
With about 250 fishing boats prowling around the waters 
of the Galápagos Islands marine reserve, China is once 
again heading towards a potential health and environ-
mental scandal. After a whale shark equipped with a 
scientific tracking device mysteriously disappeared from 
radar, a minister of the Galápagos Islands government 
sounded the alarm: what is China doing near one of the 
most fragile and precious environments in the world? 
Because “by-catch” [unwanted catch] represents almost 
half of global fishing (40%, according to a 2009 study), 
the risk of “ecocide” [environmental destruction] in this 
unique sanctuary area in the world, is real and poten-
tially concerns dozens of protected species. By-catch is 
the capture of species that are prohibited for sale or of 
no commercial value. In other words, millions of tonnes 
of marine animals that are caught and then thrown back 
half-dead into the ocean or sold on the black market.

Overconsumption of seafood
The main problem is the unbridled and ever-increas-
ing global consumption of seafood. The numbers are 
frightening: since 1990, the demand for seafood has 

increased by more than 122%! According to the Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) [of the United 
Nations], more than 80% of fishing areas are already 
overfished. At this rate, the majority of them are on the 
brink of collapse, and there will be more plastic than 
fish in the ocean by 2050! But instead of rethinking the 
way it consumes to reduce demand, China is innovating 
to increase supply, and is getting dangerously close to 
marine reserves.

Previous incidents
Although the defence minister of Ecuador [the country 
of which the Galápagos Islands are a part] states that 
no fishing vessels have entered the exclusive area of 
these islands, there are legitimate concerns: after all, 
this would not be China’s first attempt. Since 2009, 19 
boats have been boarded for illegal fishing, transport 
or trafficking of protected species. In 2017, the largest 
seizure since the creation of the Galápagos national 
park, involved a ship sailing under a Chinese flag: the 
ship Fu Yuan Yu Leng 999 was intercepted carrying 
300 tonnes of illegal catch on board, including 6,000 
frozen sharks. The actual toll is probably much higher, 
because these figures only concern one of the 300 boats 
that were sailing at the time.

Fish have no borders
Another problem is that while the exclusive zone and 
the reserve manage to contain, to some extent, the ac-
cess of fishing vessels, marine wildlife flows continu-
ously between international waters and the Galápagos 
Islands protected marine area. It is therefore very easy 
for these ships to get their hands on the abundant 
biodiversity of the islands while remaining positioned 
within the permitted limits.

Common commercial fishing methods
Another major problem is that the offending trawlers 
practise a form of fishing called “longline fishing”, using 
submerged lines more than 50 metres deep. However, 
by multiplying the number of lines by the number of 
boats, they produce real walls of hooks that catch eve-
rything in their path, including protected species.

The conclusion of this sad observation is clear: without 
a radical questioning of our consumption patterns, we 
will soon have no more marine reserves or species to 
protect. Our oceans will be open-air tombs, giving eter-
nal witnesses to the abuses perpetrated by humankind.

The photo accompanying the above report shows a 
pile of cut-up pieces of fish. A terrible picture for those 
who still have a little sympathy and love for these poor 
animals that are the victims of the greed that dominates 
our society. Because the disgraceful main culprit really 
is selfishness.

The numbers speak for themselves. The ship men-
tioned in the report was transporting 300 tonnes of 
seafood, including 6,000 frozen sharks. And when one 
reads that if things continue, there will be more plastic 
than fish in the ocean by 2050. What should one think 
about that? Sharks, for example, in some situations, are 
only caught for their fins, and the rest is thrown back 
into the ocean.

According to the report, the ocean around the Galá-
pagos Islands is under threat. The Galápagos Islands 
are a true paradise and consist of 41 islands that are 
home to some species of animals that are found no-
where else on Earth.

It would be wise to change our eating habits, to 
eat more fruit and vegetables, and abandon fish and 
other meat, and to contribute to the good, not only of 
our species, but also of the animals, which should be 
respected, and not exploited, as beings.

Human beings should fulfil the role of protectors on 
Earth. Instead of that, humankind behaves like a ruler 
by submitting everything to its will and desires. That 
is how it is destroying the balance, which creates a 
series of consequences that it has to fight. One thing 

take a little more care of John, who is better 
able to stand their parting. When she goes to 
visit him, John often goes with his mother as 
far as the gate, and kissing her goodbye, he 
bravely turns away, holding back his tears, 
saying: “Go away now while I’m not looking.”

The war calms down for a time. Armistice is 
signed, and Peter comes home. Now come the 
difficult years. Food is short, and the battle for 
life is strenuous. That gives rise to bitterness 
and hatred for the occupying forces. In 1944, 
Peter joins the French army, which repulses 
the occupiers who are on the run. Peter stays 
with the army of occupation in Germany. 
After a while, Louise goes with John to join 
him. The atmosphere of the Black Forest (a 
large forested mountain region is south-west 
Germany) improves John’s health, and his 
asthma disappears.

One day, he comes home from school and 
says there will be a medical examination to-
morrow. They will be given injections against 

various diseases. The following evening, 
Louise is expecting John at the usual time. 
As he is very late, she gets on her bicycle 
and sets off towards his school. She discovers 
him sitting near the school-boundary fence, 
exhausted. She puts him on her carrier and 
brings him home. John goes to bed, very sick 
from the effects of the injections.

Sometime later, John has to take an exami-
nation, to which he attaches great importance. 
However, on the day before the exam, he is 
overcome by great lassitude. The slightest 
movement calls for an immense effort. He 
loses his appetite. Louise even has to dress 
him. The least movement is carried out by 
him with extreme slowness. In great anxiety, 
his parents call in an army doctor. Thinking 
he is dealing with a neglected child, the 
doctor scolds Louise severely and orders the 
child to be taken to hospital for a thorough 
examination.

When Louise goes to obtain the result of the 

examination, the doctor makes his excuses. 
He has realized that this is not a case of lack 
of care, but of a strange disease, difficult to 
diagnose. Louise and Peter return to France 
to have John cared for. Now, a very difficult 
time begins for the three.

John goes from hospital to nursing home 
and then has to return to his parents, for ac-
cording to the doctor under whom he is, he is 
better. Louise goes to get him from the nurs-
ing home. When she gets there, she meets a 
young resident doctor who says to her: “Con-
cerning your son, I must tell you the truth. 
We have been unable to do anything really 
effective for him. His is a very difficult case.”

Disappointed, and once again filled with 
anxiety, Louise brings John home, still in the 
same condition. However, he is very wide 
awake and sensitive. Another doctor, whom 
they consult, sends John to the town of N., 
to a very important treatment centre, some 
distance from where they live. No news 

comes from John. One day, while talking to 
a neighbour, Louise tells her about her anxi-
ety concerning her son: “He is in N., and the 
doctor is having him treated at the S. Centre.” 
Her neighbour is startled: “But my dear, the S. 
Centre is an institution for delinquent youth, 
for very difficult cases. Surely they haven’t 
put John there!”

Louise feels she is going to collapse. She 
goes and seeks advice from a pastor she 
knows, who also is greatly startled. Steps are 
taken at once to obtain news. John writes 
about his distress. He has to go into town 
dressed in a special uniform, which parades 
the fact that he is in that correctional institute, 
and he feels uncomfortable. He has to work 
outdoors, even though he has a very bad cold 
and ought to stay in the warmth. The food is 
much below par. He writes: “I don’t want to 
complain, but I find it hard to bear the condi-
tions in which I find myself.” Unhesitatingly, 
Louise demands that John be sent home at 
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leads to another, and humankind thereby causes its 
own misfortune, often unknowingly. By wanting to be-
come rich, humankind is destroying itself. That results 
in the pollution of the air, the water and the ground. 
Humankind becomes sick. Then, it begins to think, but 
cannot find any solution.

In fact, that is the condemnation that is our share. 
Condemnation through sin is tears, pain, sickness and 
death. The Almighty said to Adam: “Cursed is the 
ground because of you. All your life, you shall struggle 
to make a living from it. It shall produce thistles and 
thorns for you, and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
By the sweat of your face, you shall eat bread until you 
return to the ground from which you were taken. For 
you are dust, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3: 
17–19). That prophecy has shown itself to be true, and 
we currently find ourselves facing the bankruptcy of 
the Earth, which will soon be uninhabitable and hostile 
to humankind.

But the Lord did not leave his creatures to their 
sad fate. He has mercy on us and sent his Son to pay 
our Ransom. That is the wonderful Good News of the 
Gospel of Christ. One day, all people, freed from the 
power of the Adversary who betrayed them, will be 
able to receive Salvation. That Good News was given 
through the publication of The Message to Humanity 
(the Book of Remembrance) about 100 years ago. We 
cannot sufficiently recommend the reading of that pre-
cious book. It provides the solution to all the current 
problems through the proclamation of the Constitution 
and the Law that show the line of conduct to follow to 
become benefactors to each other and to all around us.

From now on, all who wish to can leave the path 
of destruction and head along the path of life, under 
the guidance of the Almighty, our dear Saviour and 
his faithful Church. That is how God’s Kingdom will 
be established on Earth, through the zeal of people of 
goodwill, who want to honour their Creator and their 
Saviour.

There is no continuity 
without obedience to good
Taken from the French magazine Point de Vue et Im- 
ages du Monde (Point of View, and Images of the World) 
No. 1,987, we are pleased to reproduce the following 
story told by Trémolin, under the heading “Simple 
animal stories”:

A lesson from “mother spider”

I was trying to perform a delicate operation, to extract 
the venom from the fangs of a snake, when my nephew, 
Michael, pulled me by the sleeve. Annoyed, I stamped 
my foot. But young people today are uninhibited. The 
boy was astonished: how could I get angry at a child 
when I, who live with wild animals, know that they 
don’t forbid their young anything?

So, I took Michael up to the attic, because that’s where 
the spiders are, and several of them had given birth to 
their young in recent days.

I quickly found what I was looking for: a large web 
where the spider, instead of being in the middle, had 
settled in a corner. Around it, six tiny grey dots seemed 
to be hanging on the threads.

I explained to Michael: “It’s a mother and her children. 
The little ones must have been born yesterday, and the 
big one is waiting for lunch to be served.”

Mother didn’t have to wait long. A big ugly blue fly 
came and stuck its nose into the web. It flapped around 
and got itself tangled in the threads. The big spider 
didn’t flinch. When the shaking calmed down, it set 
off towards the captured prey, with large slow steps.

I said: “It will kill the fly by biting it where necessary. 
Then it will wrap it with threads. Tomorrow, the corpse 
will be ready to be eaten, because spiders cannot chew, 

but only suck their victims, from which they leave only 
the skin behind.”

The big spider calmly moved forward, with the little 
ones following in a line. When it got within a centimetre 
of the caught fly, it stopped.

I said to my nephew: “Look at its hind legs.” The 
mother lifted one of its legs and let it fall back on a 
thread. Was that a signal? When their mother started 
walking again, the little ones didn’t move.

I said: “You see that even among animals, there are 
certain things that are forbidden to children. The mother 
wants to be alone.”

Michael shrugged his shoulders, incredulous. Now, 
the big spider killed the fly and was beginning to wrap 
it with silk threads drawn from its spinnerets.

Then, the unforeseeable happened: one of the little 
spiders, disobeying the mother’s orders, approached.

Michael triumphantly said: “It doesn’t mind doing 
what is forbidden!”

A moment later, the tiny spider was not far from its 
mother. Then, the big one stopped her wrapping pro-
cedure, raised one of her big legs and brought it down 
with a sharp blow on to the thread that the little one 
was holding on to. The little one was shaken, tipped 
over and clung on as best as it could, and then quickly 
went back to join its siblings.

I asked: “Do you understand now? The little one diso-
beyed, and the big one punished it. Spiders have been 
doing that for as long as they have existed.”

 “How long has that been?” Michael asked.
 “About a hundred and fifty million years,” I an-

swered.
 “One hundred and fifty million years of obedience,” 

Michael murmured.
“Yes, and that’s why there are still spiders on Earth,” 

I responded.

That is an interesting and important lesson — as are 
all the others that we can see in nature and among its 
numerous inhabitants — for those who know how to 
observe the development of plants and the behaviour 
of animals.

What a lot of things there are to indeed learn in the 
great “book” of nature, open in front of each one of us, 
displaying to our eyes the wonders and prodigies coming 
from the infinitely varied wisdom of the divine Creator! 
They are impressions that would also be very beneficial 
to us if we knew how to take notice of them, to nourish 
our intelligence on them and to draw from them the 
precious feelings emanating from their entirety: that 
of a delightful goodness allied with a limitless power.

Forming the basis of our education, that silent but 
extremely expressive language would inscribe in our 
soul a desire for harmony, altruism and fraternity, which 
means, to respect “the law of life”, which requires all 
beings and things to exist for the good of the collective. 
That is also what takes place among all our organs. 
Each of them works for the common good. Health and 
physical wellness are the fruits of that kind collaboration.

That means that obedience to good is the rule that 
presides over harmony and continuity. Whereas obedi-
ence to evil — if one does not obey good, one automati-
cally obeys evil — leads to anarchy, disorder and ruin.

That is what every person would easily understand 
if they listened to the voice of nature, whose echo is 
heard in their own organism. But egoism has taken 
over their mentality, imposing on them impressions 
contrary to their prosperity. Confused in their thoughts, 
in their intelligence and in their actions, they live in 
an atmosphere that has become anarchic and is ever-
increasing. As children of rebellion and indiscipline, 
they have arrived at creating an apocalyptic horror, 
which is the fruit of an intelligence dominated by evil, 
after having already ransacked and ruined the planet. 
This is how they are heading, with great strides, for 
an unprecedented Tribulation, for which they are fully 
responsible.

That is not a punishment from God — because God is 
Love and never punishes — but the automatic harvest of 
what has been sown by obeying evil and resisting the 
call of good. The latter was especially heard through 
the voice of Christ, who left us only one command-
ment in his Gospel: “Love each other”, but which we 
did not obey.

New technologies 
in the service of marketing 
From the Belgian-French magazine En Marche, No. 1642 
from the 9th of January 2020, we quote the following 
informative article about newly applied sales methods:

Should we fear “neuromarketing”?

To encourage us to purchase their products, the big 
brands do not hesitate to use the latest discoveries in 
“neuroscience”. But what if, in the end, the biggest 
fools are not the consumers, but the marketing people 
in big companies, who are seduced by new scientific- 
looking tools?

On the Internet, on TV, in posters on the street…eve-
rywhere, we are bombarded with advertising messages 
aimed at making us buy this or that product or service. 
During sales, the temptation is even greater. But what 
makes us decide to buy? The price? The quality? Our 
needs? For a long time, people were considered to be 
rational in their decisions. But in recent years, “eco-
nomic man” [also called Homo economicus, motivated 
by rational self-interest] has lost some of his glory. Sci-
entists are increasingly highlighting the irrational and 
unconscious aspect of our decisions. Our impressions of 
a product or an advertising message, are so rapid (less 
than 0.3 of a second) that we cannot deny the influence 
of subconscious mechanisms. The Portuguese-American 
neuroscientist Antonio Damasio has greatly contributed 
to the consideration of the role of our emotions in our 
decision-making processes. And advertising specialists 
have understood that.

At the intersection of marketing and neuroscience, 
neuromarketing (a discipline developed at the end of 
last century) has embarked on the exploration of our 
unconscious self, in order to influence our purchasing 
behaviour. No more focus groups, satisfaction surveys, 
qualitative studies… Our choices are largely dictated 
by unconscious mechanisms, and the statements of 
consumers are no longer deemed sufficiently reliable. 
Market researchers prefer to directly observe what is 
happening in our brain when it is presented with a 
message, an image, a sound… To do that, they use 
brain-imaging techniques, such as “functional magnetic 
resonance imaging” (“functional MRI”) and electroen-
cephalography (EEC). These tools make it possible to 
detect which areas of the brain are activated during an 
advertisement: visual recognition, perception of risk, 
anticipation of pleasure, curiosity… According to the 
results, the brands can adjust their message.

Are we still in control of our purchases?

Should we be afraid of being manipulated? In reality, 
these technologies are far from being used as often as 
one might fear. Given the prohibitive price of buying 
or renting this medical equipment, only large compa-
nies, like Google, Microsoft, Pepsi…can afford to use 
these methods.

These are technologies whose usefulness, for some 
observers on the scene, is questionable. For them, 
neuromarketing only confirms facts that have already 
been brought to light by “behavioural science”. And 
their opinion is supported by the famous comparative 
experiment of respondents’ preference for Pepsi or 
Coca-Cola. In “blind tests”, Pepsi won the duel. But 
when respondents knew the products, the result was 
reversed in favour of Coca-Cola. The functional MRI 

once, who returns to her so crestfallen that he 
even has ideas of suicide. Louise is desper-
ate. She feels life is more than she can cope 
with. And she, too, begins to contemplate 
the same gloomy thoughts, thinking she will 
put an end to the existence of both of them. 
So obsessing does that thought become, that 
she begins to make ready for the fatal act.

Now, she meets a good old doctor who 
has known her for a long time and asks for 
news about John. Louise tells him all about 
John and pours out all her troubles to him. 
He says: “You have had enough of hospitals 
and doctors. I would advise you to go to the 
town of C., to a man of my acquaintance, 
who treats with natural cures. He might suc-
ceed where medicine has failed.” Seizing 
that fresh idea like a lifebuoy, Louise heads 
off once more. The healer prescribes baths, 
in which certain plants have been soaked. 
After a few treatments, there is a slight im-
provement. Father and mother rejoice over 

the very slightest improvement that shows. 
John’s appetite returns. Once, he even helps 
himself, something that has not happened for 
a long time. Then, the young man’s condition 
remains stationary. Then, the healer advises 
Louise to take John to a certain psychiatrist. 
In contact with that man who is very kind, 
and under the effect of the tactful questions 
he asks, John is helped to throw off, little by 
little, the impressions which have marked 
him so deeply since early childhood. At last, 
there is a general improvement, and John 
becomes an agreeable young man, to his 
parents’ immense relief.

John reaches military age, and he has to 
join his unit, a fresh cause of worry to Lou-
ise, for there is a war in Algeria. However, 
a while ago, she came into contact with 
something new, which has given her great 
joy and has encouraged her immensely. She 
has a neighbour, Madeleine, who is infirm 
and whom she does all she can to help. One 

day, while she is doing a cleaning job at that 
neighbour’s place, a very old lady calls in. She 
speaks very kindly to Madeleine and invites 
her to renew her subscription to The Monitor 
of the Reign of Justice. Madeleine turns to 
Louise and says: “You should subscribe to it 
too.” Louise answers: “I don’t read. I haven’t 
got the time.”

Madeleine presses her, and being per-
suaded, Louise takes a subscription. She oc-
casionally reads The Monitor, but it doesn’t 
make a great impression on her. However, 
one day, the regional evangelist pays her 
a visit. Louise is greatly impressed by the 
atmosphere that clings to him, and she buys 
a copy of The Message to Humanity (the 
Book of Remembrance). Then one day, at 
Madeleine’s insistence, Louise makes up 
her mind to attend a meeting of The Angel 
of the Lord (the Philanthropic Association). 
She doesn’t yet fully understand the proposed 
programme, but in contact with that associa-

tion, she feels an extraordinarily encouraging 
influence, which is most restful and does her 
immense good. Several times, when there are 
general meetings, she takes in brethren who 
come from distant parts of the country, and 
she throws her house wide open.

His term of service being over, John returns 
home to his parents. He didn’t get a scratch. 
When brethren stay at his parents’ house, 
he comes into contact with members of the 
Family of Faith and has long talks with some 
of them. He decides to go to a meeting. The 
brother who presides at the meeting makes 
a very good impression on him. The words of 
mercy and kindness he utters, reach John’s 
heart. Later, he hears another brother whom 
he also discovers is animated with that same 
benevolent spirit. So, John is very gradually 
drawn into the Family of Faith, in which he 
is happy and feels quite at home. As he is 
courting a pleasant young girl to whom he is 
greatly attached, he invites her to the meet-
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performed on the respondents revealed that an addi-
tional area, linked to value judgements, was activated 
in their brains as soon as they were aware of the brand. 
The conclusion: the excellent brand image of a prod-
uct…made it possible to produce more satisfaction in 
the brain than the sensations directly transmitted by 
its taste qualities. Critics of neuromarketing see that as 
nothing more than what they already knew!

Neuromarketing is not an exact science. The examina-
tions undergone by volunteers do not take into account 
the buyers’ environments, which nevertheless have 
an impact on their decisions. Functional MRIs cannot 
predict what will happen in a supermarket at 6pm on a 
Thursday after a stressful day. The brain is so complex 
that it would be simplistic to think that observing it 
closely might allow us to activate a non-existent “buy 
button”. But what if, in the end, the biggest fools are not 
the consumers, but the marketing people in big compa-
nies, who are seduced by new scientific-looking tools?

By shedding light on the mechanisms that urge us 
to buy, neuromarketing might also be signing its own 
death warrant. The more that we perceive the uncon-
scious mechanisms that urge us to consume, the less 
that marketing techniques, whatever they might be, 
will work on us. And our ability to evaluate, which has 
been put on alert, could cause us to reconsider our ex-
pectations in a society of overconsumption, which is a 
preferred area for advertising.

One can say that everything is being tried for the 
buyers’ money to fall into the sellers’ pockets, because 
that is the ultimate goal that is being pursued. One 
does not research the interests of one’s fellow people, 
but gain and profit. From simple sales techniques in 
advertising, firstly on posters and then on TV and the 
Internet and in social networks, we have gone on with 
the attack through neuroscience, in order to analyze 
the behaviour of the brain and to possibly see if any 
information can be gathered about buying and selling. 

Human imagination really has no limits. It really has 
been a long time since peddlers promoted their house-
hold items on street corners with the hope of selling 
their wares. Back then, it was a matter of convincing 
the customers by promoting a product, and of persuad-
ing the customers that it was essential for them, and 
if they bought it, they would be satisfied and could no 
longer do without it.

That procedure definitely belongs to the past. Nowa-
days, the applied sales methods are not visible to eve-
ryone. One has to study them in order to understand 
and use them. Marketing is a science who subtleties 
must be grasped if one wants to make one’s way in the 
business world.

But if one wants to believe the article we are occu-
pied with, then it seems that the use of neuroscience 
has reached a limit. A limit where it is no longer the 
buyer, but the seller who has been misled by their own 
sales methods. However, the whole world is being de-
ceived in the measure that it is God’s Adversary, Satan, 
who is directing the present evil world. His method is 
suggestion, and it functions well. His infallible bait, 
temptation, strikes his prey, humankind, at their weak 
point: selfishness. The Adversary acts like a fisherman 
who wants to catch a fish. He camouflages himself so 
that his victim cannot see him. Only the bait will be 
visible. No one can escape, be they religious or not. To 
convince oneself of that, it is sufficient to once again 
read about of our first parents’ Fall into sin. And nowa-
days, the Devil’s tricks are so insidious that even the 
Elect would be deceived in this beginning time of the 
Great Tribulation, if that were possible, as it is said. That 
means that everyone else will be seduced, deceived 
and lured, and fall into the trap of temptation, without 
being able to defend themselves.

Now, who are the Elect (the Chosen Ones, the Disci-
ples of Christ, the Church) who will not be deceived? 
They are those who make a Covenant on Sacrifice with 
our dear Saviour and remain faithful to their Master. 

And then nowadays, the Host of the Lord is called into 
existence, whose members make a Covenant on the 
Law with their dear Saviour and remain faithful to their 
Master. The Adversary cannot seduce any of them and 
will not be able to in the future either, for the simple 
reason that they are selfless. They do not wish anything 
for themselves, and they are consequently not recep-
tive to temptation.

They were few in number during the Gospel Age, 
since the coming of our dear Saviour until today, who 
completely fulfilled the conditions of the Heavenly Call-
ing (High Calling), and became the Disciples of Christ, 
and who decided to follow their Master, Christ, every-
where he went. It is said that they are like sheep that 
follow their master (shepherd) because they know his 
voice. They do not follow a stranger, and they run away 
from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s 
voice (John 10: 4 and 5). We can affirm that outside of 
the area of influence of the Heavenly Calling (for the 
Elect), and nowadays of the calling of goodwilled peo-
ple (for the Host of the Lord) who would like to reach 
eternal life, all humankind is the Adversary’s prey.

But let us be reassured, the Holy Bible predicts the 
end of his kingdom. As we know, the Evil one always 
does a work that deceives himself, and evil does not 
last forever. It will disappear one day; it will be over-
come by good, which alone lasts forever. It is our dear 
Saviour who lived the Perfect Example of good on 
Earth, by giving his life for all sinners, and by forming 
his Church who followed him on the path of Sacrifice.

The current kingdom, in which evil is permitted, 
will soon end. Humankind will no longer be deceived 
and will discover how much it was loved by Almighty 
God, by our dear Saviour and by all who followed him. 
The Work of the latter will be crowned with the Reign 
of Justice on Earth, for all people, who, for their part, 
will learn to be attached to their Creator and to love 
each other, which are the essential conditions in order 
to inherit life forever on Earth.

ings, and to please him, she goes with him.
John visits a Test Station (a Christian com-

munity) and attends a regional meeting held 
there, which give him great joy and make a 
powerful impression on him. When the meet-
ing is over, an announcement is made: if a 
few strong brothers, who are free and wish 
to collaborate on the Kingdom of God, will 
offer their services for a very important job 
to be done on the Test Station, they will be 
very welcome. Now, John has for some time 
been cherishing the idea of spending some 
time on a Test Station to obtain some idea 
as to whether he would be capable of living 
this community life. As, for the time being, 
he has no employment, he would accept that 
invitation on the spot, but...there is Susan, 
whom he is courting, and he wouldn’t like 
to put her out in any way. So, his idea is to 
return home, discuss the matter with Susan, 
and then return to work on the Test Station 
if everybody is agreeable.

So, John talks to Susan, who is grieved. But 
she has a noble heart and quite understands 
that John is engaging his steps in a direction 
superior to anything that the world has to 
offer. She gives in, not being willing to hold 
him back, for her conscience would reproach 
her if she acted otherwise.

At the end of a period of time, in which 
he undergoes several spiritual tests, John 
feels he can attempt to collaborate in the 
Lord’s House, with the help of God and of 
the Family of Faith. The matter is settled in a 
friendly way with Susan, without any violent 
wrenches. She writes John a letter filled with 
good feeling, and remains in contact with the 
Family of Faith. Now, John feels he can face 
up to the great Fight of Faith, to become the 
master of his heart by transforming it, and to 
have the honour of having a share in hasten-
ing God’s Day on Earth.

As for Louise, she feels she is faced with 
a great renouncement, for the house is very 
empty without John. She has had to devote 
herself so much to him, that she is strongly 
attached to him. However, she quite under-
stands that the road her son has chosen is the 
one of greatest happiness to him, and helps 
her husband to accept this parting. It makes 
her happy to be able, from time to time, to 
go and collaborate for a while on the Test 
Station, and to have the joy of being with 
the dear Family of Faith, and with John, for 
whom she has fought so long and so hard. 
She is ever-better learning to understand the 
glorious and sublime Work of the Lamb of 
God and of his dear Little Flock, and joyfully 
looks forward to the day when all mankind 
will be enlightened by the glorious light of 
divine love.

News in brief
of the Reign of Justice
We reproduce here a summary of an exposi-
tion by the Faithful Messenger — from the 
publication The Angel of the Lord, No. 10 
from the year 1925 — titled:

How shall we be made able
to introduce the Reign of Justice?

The Reign of Justice appears to us like the glo-
rious Sun that rejoices and heals the heart and 
that awakens nature and brings forth flowers 
in the midst of vegetation. It is a glorious flight 
of joy, happiness and also Deliverance… The 
Reign of Justice is introduced through the 
soul-work of God’s children. It began with 
the coming of our dear Saviour, who showed 
the introduction of God’s Kingdom. The King-
dom of God includes the introduction of the 
Reign of Justice, because humankind must 
learn justice, be disciplined, to then fully 
implement the Kingdom of God, in which no 
one will commit injustices… It goes without 
saying that those who are presently willing 
to collaborate with the Lord by becoming his 
children, are required to correct themselves, 
so that no injustice is manifested in or around 
them. If injustices are committed, they must 
be immediately covered by the atonement of 
the Royal Priesthood…

The dispositions of the hearts of God’s 
children, must be proper. There must not be 
anything forbidden in their hearts, for other-
wise, God’s Spirit cannot act. The essential 
disposition of the soul, is to be sincere, with-
out any ulterior motive, being willing to do 
what is necessary as soon as one can properly 
spot the defects, and therefore being happy 
to accept the lessons given by the Lord. The 
Lord educates his child through his Holy 
Spirit, which only agrees with gentleness, 
with truth, with justice and with mercy, in 
one word, with true holiness…

It is important for a child of God to think 
about what is written in the Divine Word, i.e. 
to not attribute the promises to themself with-
out anything else, and above all, to fulfil the 
conditions attached to them. The conditions 
of life offered by the Lord to his Disciple, are 
such that they allow them to get out of their 
rut and reach the heights of God’s mountain. 
It is therefore not permissible for a Disciple 
to keep in their heart a habit that prevents 
the introduction of the Reign of Justice into 
their soul…

It goes without saying that God’s Kingdom 
is first of all built by faith… During the Age of 
the High Calling, God’s children are faithful 
collaborators. They are few in number, for the 
narrow path can only be found by faithfully 

following the ways that have been kindly 
marked out. A child of God must therefore 
attach paramount importance to what is of-
fered to them. They must take the proposed 
conditions to heart and seek to fulfil them…

One who declares oneself to be a child of 
God, must renounce bad things… One must 
renounce everything that is false…in order 
to accept all that is kind, decent and legal, 
in one word, all that is love…

The Lord God did not allow David to build 
God’s house, his temple, because David had 
shed blood. Those things are highly instruc-
tive to us and effectively show us that the true 
Kingdom of God will not be built with violence 
or by shedding blood. The everlasting glori-
ous Kingdom, which is a display of Jehovah’s 
light and glory, can only be established by 
love, by self-sacrifice and by the immolation 
of the Lamb of God, who takes away sins of 
the world, which results in sublime blessing 
for all the families of the Earth.

The power that introduces the Kingdom

The power that introduces the Kingdom of 
God through the Reign of Justice, is the 
Spirit of God. God’s Spirit is all-powerful and 
glorious. Nothing resists Him, although He 
is neither violent nor imposing. His wisdom 
and love are sufficient to overcome and solve 
all problems through Jesus who loved, and 
through his dear Disciples who desire to love 
like their Master did… The more a child of 
God lives love, also the more power of the 
Divine Spirit can be stored in them and the 
better also their blessed influence can over-
come obstacles… Our dear Saviour therefore 
began a Work, as we have said, and this 
Work was built on during the High Calling. 
Humankind generally saw none of it, for it 
was spiritually judged, since the calling was 
heavenly. But the moment when the calling 
becomes earthly to form the New Earth, the 
outlines of the building are clearly visible on 
Earth, which rises and takes on joyful propor-
tions, encouraging those who build…

The Lord told his Disciples that they would 
do even greater things than he did. He even 
said: “If you had faith even as small as a 
mustard seed, you could say to this moun-
tain: ‘Move from here to there,’ and it would 
move.” In fact, God’s Spirit, channelled into a 
person, is a power and an energy that nothing 
can resist… So, we ask ourselves this ques-
tion: “Are we capable of receiving that great 
wealth that is God’s Spirit?” Or do we have 
stops in our heart…which prevent the glori-
ous Divine Spirit from making us willing and 
able, according to God’s good pleasure? …

We are therefore all exhorted and brought 
up to date, and the Lord has appointed a 

Servant to do that, to announce the whole 
counsel of God, which is the Truth. That 
Servant prepares the way for the Lord to en-
ter his Tabernacle. In order for that entry to 
take place, it is necessary for God’s children 
to completely change their line of conduct…

Elijah said to the Jewish people: “How 
long will you hesitate between two opin-
ions? If the LORD is God, follow Him. But if 
Baal is God, follow him.” It is essential to be 
clear on that point, especially if one wishes 
to participate in the introduction of the Reign 
of Justice on Earth…

Are we among those who know how to pay 
the price, so that the invincible power of God’s 
Spirit may animate us? … In one word, can 
we say what Apostle Paul declared: “I can 
do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me”? The Lord wishes to strengthen us and 
to support us…but that is only possible by us 
firstly removing our old mentality in order to 
receive a new mentality, in order to display 
around us the effect of the Reign of Justice 
by means of God’s Spirit. For that, intensive 
work in the Lord’s Work is indispensable… 
The more we spend ourselves on the intro-
duction of the Reign of Justice, the more 
difficulties we will have, but at the same 
time, the more appetite we will also have. 
Thus, being faithful, God’s Spirit will come 
to make up for all that we will have spent on 
love, justice and benevolence. It will replace 
the kindly dispensed love and justice with a 
greater dose and greater power of those two 
factors of God’s Spirit.

If we definitely follow that path, God’s Spirit 
will vitalize us to such an extent that we will 
be able to do the same things as the Lord, 
and we will even fully fulfil his predictions 
saying: “They will do even greater things.” 
… The “greater things” for the Disciples will 
be to introduce the Reign of Justice and to 
overcome all resistance. For the evildoers, for 
the civil, military and religious authorities, it 
will be a time of distress, because they will 
no longer be able to continue their crimes. 
But for those who fear the Lord, the Prophet 
Malachi tells us: “The sun of righteousness 
will rise with healing in its rays.”…

,

How we rejoice over the establishment of 
the beautiful Reign of Justice for the Deliver-
ance of all humankind! Let us therefore do 
all we can to make it possible in our hearts 
and around us, to the glory of the Lord and 
of our dear Saviour.
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