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THE Lord’s purposes concerning mankind, which 
are all love and kindness, are quite unknown to 

men. The fact is that divine ways are the exact oppo-
site to the principles of the “god of this world”, who 
is Satan, the Adversary. Those principles, which are 
going to prevail a little while longer in the world, lead 
it into error, into misfortune, confusion, servitude and 
finally destruction.

God’s way with the education of men is also quite 
different. By no means does He attempt to enslave us 
or to catch us with his influence. He does not employ 
brute force or threats to compel us to do his will and to 
make his programme our way of life. He never compels 
anyone to obey Him. We ourselves have to wish to be 
taught by divine grace, so that it may exert its effect of 
blessing on us. Truly, God’s Holy Spirit will never force 
its way into our hearts. It does not thrust its rule on us 
overbearingly. It allows us freedom of action and our 
personal appreciation.

The Almighty is keenly desirous of granting us his 
powerful blessing, to place us at the benefit of his 
wonderful grace, but He will never get on our trail. 
He very kindly invites us. It rests with us to receive 
his overtures. His invitation is kind beyond expression, 
since He offers us the amazing possibility of attaining 
perfection in our sentiments, which will ensure us hav-
ing eternal life on Earth by forging the character of a 
viable child of God on the earthly plane, if we will put 
his programme into practice.

The Bible teaches us that God made man after his 
own image. Having been enlightened by the Universal 
Law, we are able to understand in what way the image 
of God has been reproduced in man. We have been 
able to see that it is man’s organism that is designed 
according to divine ruling with full respect of God’s 
harmonious and perfect law. In very fact, the human 
body is admirably designed to reflect real goodness, 
real love and real justice. Our organism works, all the 
time, in a way that is altruistic and in perfect keeping 
with the law. What hinders it so greatly in its selfless 
work, is the burden of our thoughts. Most of the time, 
our thoughts clash mightily with that divine law. They 
are real poison to our body and finally bring about its 
destruction.

There are two opposing currents to be observed al-
ready in a young child: on one side, you have the cur-
rent of life, of development and expansion that tends to 

bring the body up to the fullness of its faculties and of 
its possibilities — and on the other side, the opposing 
current set up by the wrong thoughts and impressions 
recorded in the child’s brain. Those thoughts and im-
pressions hinder the full development and expansion 
of the organism, and create morbid principles which 
counteract the work of blessing done by the organs in 
operation. Thus, it frequently comes about that even 
before reaching adolescence, the child is in its grave.

It is from that frightful circumstance that the Lord 
intends to deliver us, and for that purpose, we must 
take divine ways into consideration. Our forerunners 
in the Old Covenant who sought knowledge of divine 
things, were not disappointed. They were granted 
knowledge of everything that sufficed for the times they 
were living in. They were able to obtain magnificent 
flights into the Kingdom of God, wonderful glimpses 
into the Restoration of All Things, which drew shouts 
of joy and transports of gladness from their breasts. 
As Israel’s lawgiver, Moses was an amazing personal-
ity. Without any preliminary indications, he was able 
to discover the way to reconcile man with God. He 
symbolically demonstrated the power of that sublime 
Work of Redemption, showing man how he could be 
reconciled with his Benefactor, the Lord, the Source of 
life, of blessing, of prosperity, of joy and of happiness.

Moses had to do a deal of deep soul labour to obtain 
that result. First, he had to spend forty years in the 
wilderness, to forget all the worldly wisdom he had 
acquired from the Egyptians. He thus had occasion to 
meditate in solitude. God granted him full assistance 
in his meditations, together with sublime knowledge of 
his ways. Moses rendered those ways tangible to the 
children of Israel, in the shape of the institutions he 
gave them in the wilderness. All that, to be sure, was 
only a shadow of things to come.

Paul the Apostle writes to the Hebrews, in the ninth 
chapter, about a Tabernacle (Meeting Tent) far more 
excellent than the one in the wilderness, not made by 
hands, and of which God Himself is the Architect. It 
was our dear Saviour who went through that Taber-
nacle to make reconciliation once and for all, so that 
all who wish to draw near to the holiness of God, may 
simply do so by faith.

Things can take place far more powerfully by faith, 
than illustrated by visible images, because faith is a 
stupendous force that carries us away into heavenly 

places. It infuses, into us, perfect assurance of things 
we cannot yet see with the eyes of the flesh, but whose 
every smallest detail we are able to contemplate with 
the eyes of faith, which are as keen as an eagle’s.

Some very impressive events took place in the course 
of the Old Covenant. They surely were well suited to 
have a profound effect on the hearts of the people who 
witnessed them. For instance, at the dedication of the 
Temple, when Solomon had the sacrifice placed on the 
altar, and fire came down from Heaven and consumed 
the sacrifice without anyone having to kindle the wood, 
that surely was a spectacle calculated to make a pro-
found impression on the people.

And when Moses was on the mountain, and the 
voice of God was to be heard and Moses answered, the 
mountain was enveloped in thunder and all manner of 
impressive displays. It is easy to understand that the 
people were powerfully affected by such a stupendous 
demonstration.

On the other hand, when you have to achieve things 
by faith, without any outward demonstration, with no 
visible sign of the things that have to be felt, it is very 
much harder. The heart must be purified all the more, 
and one must wait on the Lord and maintain a vigilant 
and prayerful attitude. But then too, the effect goes 
much deeper and is more lasting, for real faith is de-
veloped, that power of God which permits the moving 
of mountains, as the Bible informs us.

What used to take place with the Tabernacle in the 
wilderness, looks supernatural. The column of cloud 
that used to lead the people through the day, and would 
change into a column of fire by night, lighting up the 
camp more brightly than a profusion of electric light-
bulbs would, must have had a profound effect on the 
people. However, when you know the Almighty’s way 
of doing things, there is no miracle in that. To us, it is 
very simple and quite comprehensible.

It is like the Mystery of Godliness: once you are initi-
ated into it, and it has been made quite clear and easy 
to grasp, it becomes quite comprehensible. It is things 
and happenings that everyone is able to grasp and, so 
to speak, lay their finger on. It is for that reason that the 
Apostle John writes in these words: “That which was 
from the beginning, which we have heard, which our 
eyes have seen, which we have looked at and touched 
with our hands, concerning the Word of life.” To attain 
that, we must obtain the power of God to the bottom 
of our hearts, and it is to be felt by faith.

Faith is a kind and glorious influence which comes on 
us and is communicated to our brain by divine grace, 
allowing us the possibility to receive the conviction of 

“For my unworthiness, I weep,
yet sing the gift

of thine indulgence”

FRANCE, 1914: When you are twelve and 
exceedingly impressionable, what emo-

tions and anguish arise in your heart at the 
sound of this frightful word: WAR (World War 
One)! Even in our big house built by my fa-
ther, and surrounded by my elders who took 
great care of me, I was left with no feeling at 
all of security! Every day, news of gloom from 
the northern districts would reach us. There 
was pillage and slaughter, and the roads were 
filled with refugees fleeing from the enemy.

One morning, a large ship, the Lorraine, 
with all sails set, came into port and unloaded 
its cargo of refugees. Immediately on land-
ing, they broke out into the national anthem, 
but the expression on their faces spelt anxi-
ety: “What is going to become of us?” Here, 
in the town where we lived, everyone did 

all that was possible to take them in. Our 
house was full to bursting, even the smallest 
shed had its inmates. I was constantly run-
ning backwards and forwards with food for 
all those people, so glad was I to be of use. 
I was running home from the baker, where 
I had gone to fetch some bread for all those 
people, when a neighbour who was talking 
to a stranger, hailed me: “Here, youngster, 
one more’ll make no difference to your kind 
father: show this gentleman to your home.”

It was dinner time. My mother had done 
wonders in preparing enough food for all 
those hungry mouths, and was about to serve 
soup. The stranger asked for permission to say 
a prayer of thanks to God for having guided 
his steps to this hospitable house. He also 
asked God for blessing on the whole family, on 
the house and on the food. What noble words! 
Till then, I had never heard anything like it, 
and I was filled with emotion. My mother 
begged the man to pray for my brothers who 

were on the front. He calmly answered: “Ac-
cording to the Law of Equivalents, they will 
be protected if they do not kill.”

And so it turned out! Two of them got 
home safe and sound, but the eldest, who had 
boasted so much about how he used those 
beastly weapons, was killed by the bursting 
of a steam engine.

The day was drawing to a close, it was 
getting dark in our dining room, and it was 
time to think of where we were going to put 
up all these visitors. Despite all my parents’ 
willingness, there was no room for the late-
comer. My mother called me to her: “Go and 
show this gentleman the way to our neigh-
bour. They will surely be able to provide a 
heap of hay for the night!”

I was delighted! In the first place, the man 
had caught my attention, and besides that, 
our neighbours had aroused my curiosity. 
They had, with them, a three-year-old girl 
being brought up by a wicked grandmother 

who beat her and threatened her with terri-
ble punishments if she told her mother. The 
mother was working in a factory, for she was 
the breadwinner, her husband having been 
killed at sea. Every morning on my way to 
school, I used to see that little face, drowned 
in tears, looking out of the window and plead-
ing for a miracle to happen... I was indignant, 
though powerless to help in any way. Might 
this stranger be able to do something about it?

As we went, he set thoughts in my heart 
which have remained with me ever since. 
He assured me that God was kind, that He 
did not punish and that it was even his in-
tention to restore the Earth and to raise the 
dead, so that one day mankind might live in 
peace, having no thought but to do good one 
to another. I hung on his lips. His simplicity 
aroused the confidence in me to tell him how 
things were with the people who were to put 
him up, begging him to help that dear little 
girl. “You see, I’m only passing through,” he 
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things not to be seen through our physical eyes, but 
however, to be clearly distinguished by means of our 
“sixth sense”. As we very well know, we are able to 
record good things through our sixth sense, but also 
bad ones. That allows us to understand the quality 
of the discipline we need to maintain to receive only 
good things, so that the power of God may make itself 
felt in our hearts. So, we must seek purity and sincer-
ity. Previously, we did know what sin and what virtue 
were, nor did we know the true meaning of the word 
“holiness”. All those things are now revealed to God’s 
people in a wonderful and sublime manner. They must 
now make them known to all whose hearts are open to 
divine teaching and who wish to follow out the Univer-
sal Law, which, to keep, results in blessing.

Our dear Saviour came to Earth to bring mankind’s 
wretched condition to an end. The Almighty estab-
lished an admirable plan of love, according to which, 
He will introduce the human family into the Divine 
Family. At present, the human family is a poor family of 
degenerate creatures. Yet those fallen creatures possess 
every possibility and everything needful for searching 
the most profound mysteries, those most deeply hidden, 
the mysteries of God. They are incapable of doing so 
at present because they are conducted by an evil spirit 
and are possessed of a bad character. That is the cause 
of the muddle in their minds, the confusion, the lack of 
comprehension and the mistaken ideas. They are con-
stantly under a load of care, of fear and of anxiety and 
also of apprehension. They go into the grave because 
of their selfishness which makes them die.

What a splendid thing it is that, thanks to the Sacrifice 
of our dear Saviour and of his faithful associates, the 
time has actually arrived when the Truth must invade 
the refuge of lies and of falsehood! All the frightful 
things the false god has been doing are exposed by the 
Faithful and Wise Servant (Messenger) whom God has 
set up: he opens the Mystery of Godliness, because the 
times are fulfilled.

The Message to Humanity (the Book of Remem-
brance) the Almighty dictated to his faithful Messen-
ger, today provides knowledge of true things and of 
the wonderful arrangements made by the Almighty in 
favour of human beings redeemed by Christ. And so, 
Salvation is being offered today to all who will rally 
to the principles of life presented in The Message to 
Humanity and the book Eternal Life. That unhoped-for 
Salvation will also be offered to all who have gone into 
the grave. When the voice of the Son of Man makes 
itself heard in that “land of forgetfulness”, death’s 
prison will have to give up its victims. All the departed 
will come back to life and will also be able to get in 
line with the programme presented to them. They will 
be covered by divine grace and will be able to make 
up their minds, in all freedom, to go in for eternal life 
and happiness.

That is what is to result from the splendid, sublime 
and unheard-of Work that is to be carried out, as set 
forth in God’s magnificent plan of love, for the benefit 
of the human race, at present groaning and dying. He 
intends to restore it to the condition of sons of God on 
the restored Earth, become Paradise once more.

We have the immense favour of being permitted to 
associate in the splendid Work of restoration, and we 
will apply our whole heart to it, to the glory of God.

Who says that animals 
don’t have a heart!
Published in the European magazine Maxi and written 
by Eléonore Chabrier, the following story is illustrated 

with two delightful photographs, testifying to the sweet 
friendship that has developed between a girl unable to 
speak and a cow, in the region of Normandy in France. 

A mute little girl 
discovered a friend with extraordinary gifts.

It is almost time for milking on this Normandy farm, 
and Denise Soulier, with a stick in her hand, gathers her 
docile herd. All of a sudden, one of the cows jumps out 
joyfully and trots towards a tiny navy-blue silhouette. 
It recognizes Patricia, its friend! It stops in front of the 
girl and slowly, like a dog, rubs its nose over her cheek, 
as if to kiss her. “It’s an incredible love story that has 
transformed my daughter’s life,” says Françoise Duval, 
Patricia’s mother.

Mute from birth, four-year-old Patricia had always 
been a lonely and withdrawn little girl because of her 
inability to communicate with words. To try to entertain 
her, her mother often took her to the Soulier’s farm, their 
closest neighbours. “She has always adored animals, as 
if she could talk to them,” adds her mother.

Last year, during the summer holidays, Patricia (“Pa-
tou”) went there at milking time. Not at all frightened 
by those huge creatures, she made Denise Soulier un-
derstand that she wanted to try. The lady farmer could 
not resist the girl’s big black imploring eyes. She sat her 
near Rosalie, her calmest cow. After some unsuccessful 
attempts, the small clumsy hands managed to make a 
little milk squirt out. Patou, as her parents called her, 
cried with joy. The next day, at the same time, the girl 
returned alone and headed straight for Rosalie. She 
fondled the big head of this placid animal for a long 
time, and sighed happily. “I was a little scared, even 
though I knew that Rosalie was good natured!” remem-
bers Denise. To her amazement, she saw her cow giv-
ing Patricia small nudges with its head, as if to say: “I 
like you. I’d like us to be friends.” During the summer, 
not content with milking “her” Rosalie every evening, 
Patou also visited it on the meadow.

As soon as Rosalie saw her, it went towards her and 
remained long moments with its large head placed next 
to the little girl’s head, and mooed from time to time, as 
if it were talking to her... “After two weeks, it followed 
Patou like a dog,” says her mother, still amazed.

Today, being a schoolgirl at a special school in the city 
of Caen in France, Patou only meets her friend in the 
evenings. But on weekends and during school vacations, 
the two are inseparable. As soon as it senses that Patou 
is coming, Rosalie, usually so calm, gets very excited! 
It moos without ceasing until the small figure finally 
appears. Then, it lays its head against Patou’s hair...

That is undoubtedly a special friendship and a fact 
that gives joy and delight to both little Patricia and to 
Rosalie, the brave dairy cow.

In fact, words are not necessary to understand or to 
sympathize with each other. One does not even need 
to belong to the same species. Good understanding and 
harmony between two beings does not primarily depend 
on the sound of a voice, but on the benevolence that 
radiates from an individual and on the reaction created 
by another of the same or of a different species. From 
such an agreement of sentiments, a tender friendship 
can be borne.

We observe that quite frequently between animals, 
even between cats and dogs, of which it is said that 
they are incompatible. It is also noted that compassion 
is the basis of a friendly approach. For example, when 
one of two future friends is ill, injured or physically 
disabled, the other one who becomes aware of the 
situation takes pity. The other one offers their service 
and tries to help, to do good and to protect. How many 
interesting stories involve touching friendships between 
animals of very different species!

What prevents good relations from becoming wide-
spread is the atmosphere of mistrust and aggressive-

ness in which all living beings are currently born and 
move. Due to the activity of humankind who violates 
the principle of harmony, the Earth has become a place 
of insecurity where all sorts of threats lurk. Whereas 
originally, as Genesis indicates, it was the wonderful 
Garden of Eden.

Instead of peace, fear set in and grew with increasing 
selfishness and pride. It is now reaching its high point, 
whereas friendship has left the planet.

It is therefore up to humankind — the royalty of 
creation, by virtue of its abilities and possibilities that 
are superior to those of animals — to bring back to 
Earth the pleasant atmosphere from which all fear is 
banished. For that purpose, humankind must change 
its character: it must become gentle, humble, altruistic 
and benevolent, as its only Master and Saviour showed 
it. That is what will take place in the coming Kingdom 
which will brighten the Earth with its friendly light and 
which will dispel the darkness.

While we are waiting for those “times of refreshing”, 
which Apostle Peter mentions in the Book of Acts, the 
friendship that has grown between little Patricia and 
Rosalie does us good. It shows us that a cow — which 
is usually regarded as a farm animal, which is destined 
for productive livestock and which we generally allow 
ourselves to take advantage of — is also sensitive to 
benevolence and tenderness. Even from a child unable 
to talk, but in whom it feels spontaneity and a sincere 
and natural feeling, devoid of sordid interest. That is 
undoubtedly why it is so enthusiastic when it perceives 
from afar, without having even seen her, the presence 
of its little friend. Who says that animals don’t have a 
heart?

A completely different momentum will undoubtedly 
be needed for the restoration of the planet, as is fore-
seen in God’s plan. It will be the work of the meek 
(the gentle) who will inherit the Earth after the fall of 
Babylon the Great (Satan’s kingdom). The meek, un-
der the influence and guidance of the glorified Christ, 
will turn it into the Paradise that it was before, when 
the first human couple was placed there. Just like the 
relationships among people will become pure again, 
which means free of selfishness and hypocrisy, so will 
the air, the water and the food also become healthy.

Brief history of  
the true Church of Christ
We can find a detailed history of the true Church of 
Christ in the book The Divine Revelation. It is appropri-
ate to describe a brief history of it here in honour of F.L.A. 
Freytag (the Faithful and Wise Servant, God’s faithful 
Messenger), the author of that book, on the occasion 
of the 100th anniversary of its publication. The history 
of the true Church of Christ can be divided into seven 
periods, as is shown to us in the Book of Revelation.

The first period is called Ephesus, which was mainly 
in Palestine and in Asia Minor, from the year 33 to the 
year 73. From its messenger (angel), Apostle Paul, it 
receives a powerful impulse. It was found capable of 
testing those who call themselves apostles, but who are 
not. It does not tolerate wicked ones (1 Corinthians 5: 5 
and 13; 2 Peter 2: 11–22), and it shows perseverance. It 
suffered for the name of the Lord, and it did not grow 
weary. It hated the works of the Nicolaitans (clerical 
tendencies), which the Lord also hated. Through the 
reproaches and the exhortations that are in both of 
Apostle Paul’s letters to the Corinthians, we can under-
stand that there were people among them who did not 
behave like a “new creature” who is led by the Spirit of 
Christ. There was division in the Church (1 Corinthians 
1: 10–17; 3: 4–8). Apostle Paul also saw the emergence 
of the Mystery of Iniquity. 2 Thessalonians 2: 2–13.

However, the Lord must reproach his Church because 

said, “but you can pray for her, and later, you 
will defend and protect her.”

I have never seen that good man since, but 
the seed he deposited in my heart, took root, 
and hope sprang up.

At school, under the influence of a new 
teacher, a former priest who had been de-
frocked, the horrors of religious wars were 
no longer kept from us. I did not hesitate 
to talk about it everywhere, saying that in 
the days of the Inquisition, the clergy used 
to strike the unfortunate victims with their 
crosses. For that, I was driven out of church 
and threatened with eternal fires, but noth-
ing could stop me. The teacher called me 
to him to try to calm me down, but instead, 
he appeared to be interested in hearing me 
tell of the goodness of God, of his charitable 
intentions for mankind. I did not fail to tell 
him that God’s self-styled representatives on 
Earth were nothing of the sort.

,

One winter’s morning, mother had a visit 
from an evangelist who offered her The 
Message to Humanity (the Book of Remem-
brance), and bore witness in a few words to 
his faith. Being delighted, she exclaimed: “But 
that is my son’s religion! He is for ever talk-
ing like that! It will give him great pleasure 
to read this book. I will buy it for him, and 
subscribe to your paper.”

By this time, I had grown up. I had learnt 
a trade. I had married an amiable girl, the 
secretary in the factory where I was employed 
as works manager. The esteem of my em-
ployers sufficed me, for I was not ambitious. 
Therefore, at times, I could not approve of 
my wife’s plans. Life was pleasant, and my 
parents-in-law were real friends.

When my mother presented me with The 
Message to Humanity, I laughed heartily at 
the ideas.

“My poor dear mother, you know I’ve got 
no religion. I only believe in a God Who is 

good and never punishes us. We punish our-
selves quite enough. That is one more religion 
like the rest.” And the book stayed idle on 
my bedside table.

But on one occasion, I did glance into 
it, and the discovery of the Universal Law 
filled me with enthusiasm. I felt that it could 
have been given only by a Prophet of God. 
But I went no further than that, particularly 
because my wife had no time for my ideas 
concerning these things.

Suddenly, anguish fills our hearts. My wife 
has a severe attack of diphtheria. The doctor 
calls in in great haste and does his utmost... 
He gives her one last injection. Minutes go 
by, then the being more precious to me than 
all else, is taken from me by death. What 
grief was mine, and her parents also! She 
was their only child, and we had been mar-
ried nine months.

Sleepless nights follow dismal empty days. 
I wander through those lifeless rooms from 

which all joy has fled. My work is the only 
relief I have from pain. One evening, be-
ing even more depressed than usual, I sink 
into an armchair because I am afraid to go 
to bed. Suddenly, I catch sight of The Mes-
sage to Humanity under a pile on books. 
On an impulse, I pull it out, but what’s the 
use? What is there to hope for? However, I 
open it, almost in spite of myself! Then hope 
comes to life again: the assurance of Paradise 
to be restored one day, and the end of pain 
and death. The chapter “The Morning of 
the Resurrection” brings many tears to my 
eyes, but tears that refresh me. Dawn breaks 
with me still seated with my head in my 
hands, weeping with joy over those sublime 
pages.

My parents-in-law are greatly surprised to 
find me so serene. I cannot wait to tell then 
about my assurance, which, as astonishing as 
it is, makes them as glad as it does me. As 
truly meek people, they receive those assur-
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it abandoned its first love. He exhorts it to repent or 
he will remove its candlestick. From those words of the 
Lord, we deduce that he took away the candlestick from 
the Church of Ephesus in order to give it, with all its 
brightness, to the Church of Smyrna. The Lord promises 
the Church of Ephesus that for those who overcome, 
he will give them to eat from the tree of life that grows 
in God’s Paradise. In this period, there is also the Jew-
ish harvest. The wheat of this period — which means, 
the sincere ones — is gathered into the barn, and the 
Jewish people, as a nation, are rejected, as the Lord 
announced. Matthew 23: 38.

We can see the following second period, called Smyr-
na (73–325), in Greece and in the Balkans, with Apostle 
John as its messenger. A number of faithful Disciples, 
encouraged by his testimony, show great vigour. They 
victoriously get through times of terrible persecution 
from heathen Rome, and this Church only receives 
praise. The dangers of the way automatically keep all 
the lukewarm and the hesitating ones away. During this 
period, the Mystery of Iniquity is called the “synagogue 
of Satan” and is symbolized by the fulfillment of the 
first seal, represented by a white horse (pure doctrine). 
Its rider had a bow. He was given a crown. He rode 
away to overcome and conquer. He symbolizes the one 
who directs the Mystery of Iniquity on Earth. That fact 
did not escape Apostle John. 1 John 2: 18, 19 and 22.

Around the year 325, the third period of the Church, 
called Pergamos, begins in Italy (325–1160), with the 
testimony of Arius at the First Council of Nicaea. This 
is the time when the “god of this world” developed the 
false church, whose head he is. During the period of 
Smyrna, Satan was teaching (the synagogue of Satan). 
He now rules, and Rome becomes his throne. During 
the period of Pergamos, the second seal and the third 
seal are revealed, visible as a red and a black horse, 
which represent disgraceful doctrines of the false 
church. This false church is symbolized by a pregnant 
woman clothed with the Sun (a symbol of the Gospel), 
with the Moon (the law) under her feet, and a crown of 
twelve stars on her head (the testimony of the Apostles, 
which she claims to explain). She is about to give birth 
to a son (the papacy), and then she will flee into the 
wilderness for 1,260 days (or literal years, which takes 
us from the First Council of Nicaea in the year 325, to 
the period of the Reformation. During that entire time, 
it was forbidden to read the Bible). The simple fact that 
that woman, a symbol of the Greek Orthodox Church, 
was pregnant and gave birth to a child, proves that it 
was not the Lord’s Church, which, as we know, was 
barren and could not have a child at that point in time.

The papacy establishes itself and gains power over 
the nations, but the Lord’s Work continues without 
any delay. But the Lord must nevertheless make two 
reproaches to certain members of his Church: to some 
who let themselves be lured by the desires of the world 
and who forget their commitment to sacrifice, and to 
others who attach importance to the doctrines of the 
Nicolaitans (clerical tendencies). The Church of Perga-
mos did not have the courage to put things in order. It 
nevertheless appears to have made a certain progress 
and to have significantly freed itself from those who 
were attached to the doctrine of Balaam (the attraction 
of wealth). In every case, this Church kept well away 
and was a true light that spread clarity around itself.

The magnificent testimony of Peter Waldo indicates 
the start of the fourth period of the Church, called Thy-
atira, in France and Central Europe, which lasted from 
1160 to 1378. Waldo, a wealthy merchant from the city 
of Lyon in France, recognized the glorious light of the 
Gospel, and understood the Lord’s call. He sold all his 
goods. The writers of that time report that the crowd 
who gathered around him when he distributed his last 
goods, made fun of him. Waldo could say to them: “My 
fellow citizens and friends. Contrary to what you think, 

I have not gone mad, but I am taking revenge on my 
enemies who made me a slave, so that I loved money 
more than God. What I now do, I do both for myself 
and for you: for myself, so that anyone who sees me 
from now on having any money may say that I am mad, 
and for you, so that you may learn to put hope in God 
and not in riches.”

Waldo, without money and putting his life at risk, 
brought the testimony of God’s Kingdom, from Dau-
phiné (in southeastern France) to Picardy (in northern 
France). From there, the message crossed the entire 
northern part of Germany and developed a living work 
in Bohemia (the western part of the present-day Czeck 
Republic). The Lord makes a reproach to this Church: 
it let the woman Jezebel teach. The Church of Thyatira 
is confronted by the depths of Satan (symbolized by a 
pale horse), in order to be tested. That is the opening 
of the fourth seal. Jezebel teaches that sin does not ex-
ist. She came from Manichaeism (a 3rd-century Asian 
religion) and became a Paulician movement. That sect 
was later called the Cathars. The Cathars who settled 
in France took on the name Albigensians. Their belief 
is found again today in Christian Science. The Albi-
gensians could have been a terrible stumbling block 
for the Christian movement begun by Waldo, called 
the Waldensians. The Albigensians were honest, but 
they had a demonic doctrine that denied the Ransom. 
The Lord does not want to impose another burden on 
his servants, apart from holding on to what they have 
until he comes. Revelation 2: 24 and 25.

In the year 1378, the fifth period of the Church, 
called Sardis, begins in England and extends to the 
year 1518. The initiator of this movement seems to be 
John Wycliffe. He gives a beautiful and courageous 
testimony, even though he had three major persecu-
tions and threats to deal with. For example, we quote 
his answer to some monks who had come, while he was 
sick, with the hope of hearing his confession. Wycliffe 
answered them: “I shall not die, but live, and again 
declare the evil deeds of the monks.” Later, when he 
was invited to a church tribunal, he explained: “Who 
do you think you are dealing with? With an old man 
on the edge of the grave? No, with the Truth, the Truth 
which is stronger than you and which will overcome 
you!” After saying that, he left the meeting, and not 
one of his opponents dared stop him.

The rest of his movement lived in dangerous luke-
warmness. But some faithful Disciples among Wycliffe’s 
followers, called the Lollards, and also among the Pic-
ards, walked in white clothing and gave a courageous 
testimony.

The sixth period of the Church, called Philadelphia, 
began in the year 1518 and represented, for Central Eu-
rope, a great advancement in the progress of the Truth. 
Martin Luther triggers the Reformation. An irresistible 
movement develops, which deals a blow to Babylon, 
which seems to be fatal. However, as usual, there is 
only a relatively small number of true Disciples in this 
beautiful Church, which gives a magnificent testimony 
until the year 1830. As the Lord said, it had been given 
an open door, which no one could shut. Those words 
were fulfilled from the moment that Luther nailed the 
95 theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg 
(in Germany), in which he protested against the sale 
of “indulgences” (reductions of punishment for sins). 
In the year 1521 at the Diet of Worms (an assembly in 
the German city of that name), Luther was summoned 
to withdraw and renounce his writings. He gave a cou-
rageous testimony and explained, among other things: 
“Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Scrip-
tures or by clear reason (for I do not trust in the pope 
or in councils, since it is well known that they have 
often erred and contradicted themselves), I am bound 
by the Scriptures I have quoted, and my conscience is 
captive to the Word of God. I cannot and will not re-

cant anything.” His courageous testimony spread like 
wildfire throughout Germany. The reform degenerated 
and soon became a political pretext.

The Reformation gave the Bible back its value. During 
this period, events occurred, symbolized by the open-
ing of the fifth seal, which showed the political and 
religious effects of the Reformation on the sixth seal: 
the French Revolution. It is in the period of Philadel-
phia that the Protestant Church makes its appearance, 
which is symbolized by the “beast coming up out of the 
earth” (Revelation 13: 11). Numerous other religious 
movements also make their appearance.

The Church of Philadelphia, like the Church of 
Smyrna, receives nothing but praise from its Master.

Around the year 1829, the Church of Laodicea be-
gins. At that time, William Miller arises and brings a 
testimony that directs the Church in a new phase of 
God’s Work. Miller proclaimed the imminent return of 
the Lord, and even announced a date, 1845, for that 
probable return. Without knowing it, the fulfillment of 
the Parable of the Ten Virgins thus begins, which is 
described in Matthew, chapter 25. This parable shows 
the disappointment of 1845 in these words: “While the 
bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and 
fell asleep.” In the middle of the night (around 1876), 
a voice (Pastor Charles Russell) called out: “Here is the 
bridegroom! Come and meet him!” At that moment, 
Russell actually announces that the Lord has returned, 
that he is present, but in an invisible way. Russell 
speaks about the Restoration of All Things, about the 
calling of the Little Flock, etc, but the essential matter 
of sanctification, “the changing of the character”, is 
far too neglected.

In 1888, Russell announced the End of the present 
wicked World in the year 1914. That date became a 
veritable stumbling block for many. Indeed, there were 
many who, being consecrated only in theory, speculated 
on that date and settled their material affairs in such 
a way as to have just enough to live on until then. So 
that when the big trial of the year 1914 and of the fol-
lowing years, came, there was great confusion in the 
Church of Laodicea. A large number of Russell’s fol-
lowers made shipwreck concerning faith, for their faith 
was not founded on the unconditional laying down of 
their lives. In his great love, the Lord, seeing that Rus-
sell had great zeal and magnificent qualities of heart, 
spared him the sorrow of seeing the collapse of the 
Church of Laodicea. Russell died in 1916.

It was at that moment that the foolish virgins realized 
that they had no more oil for their lamps. The result was 
such great lukewarmness that Laodicea was rejected 
by the Lord. A sorting out took place in its midst, so 
that the good grain (those who wish to live up to their 
consecration vow in a practical way) might be gathered 
into the barn.

The judgement of Babylon — which includes all of 
Christendom, and which began during the period of 
Philadelphia — continues. The Vatican loses all of its 
states, which are annexed by Italy. The Vatican also 
loses its worldly (temporal) power.

Laodicea is a special period. It does not have to endure 
bloody persecutions. It waits for the Lord’s Return and 
hopes that he will take it to himself, but it is unaware 
that it has not fulfilled the necessary conditions. The 
faithful ones, who are few in number, make the effort. 
Laodicea has a very high opinion of itself.

Knowledge increases. It is no longer possible to 
blindly lead the people. Personal interest also becomes 
a priority. Working-class people gain some power. Af-
fluence dominates, and a tendency to lukewarmness 
is felt everywhere.

Laodicea thinks it is rich. Its great mistake is to make 
people believe that those who join it and know its 
teachings, are the Elect (the Chosen Ones). It does not 
notice that its writings contain many errors.

ances which have restored hope to me, and 
accept them gladly.

,
The years go by. My mother incessantly 

goes on at me to start my life afresh, to marry 
the girl next door who used to be so unhappy 
in childhood. She employs her in doing a 
few hours of housework, and likes her for 
her kindness. The girl lives with her mother 
who lavishes love on her. My mother says: 
“She is simple and gentle. You will not be 
disappointed.”

“But mother, you know what my ideas are, 
and I cannot contemplate giving them up, nor 
can I face having family wrangles!”

“She will go with you in your ideal, you’ll 
see.”

Yet how much I still hesitated! And my 
parents-in-law, in spite of their sorrow in 
losing their daughter, urge me in the same 
way. Suddenly, there came to my mind the 
prediction of the stranger who once received 

shelter in our home: “Later, you will defend 
and protect her.”

Adrienne is twenty. She agrees to share 
her life with me, being at one with me in my 
convictions. By common consent, we set out to 
find out where the people who propagate The 
Message to Humanity hold their meetings. 
We return from that first meeting, filled with 
enthusiasm. Adrienne invites the evangelists 
into our home. She is happy when the house 
is full and we ourselves are pinched for room.

We tell of our ideal to all around us and to 
the workmen and the directors at the factory. 
In our free time, we go evangelising, being 
glad to bring the secret of our happiness to 
those who are unhappy. We go far and wide 
to attend the meetings held in many places.

One Sunday, there is a brother from Switz- 
erland visiting us, to bring us encouragement. 
He advises us to bring together the subscrib-
ers in our area into small congregations. Elec-
trified by the trust he places in us, we apply 

our whole hearts to this mission of honour, 
and the Lord crowns it with his blessing.

There is no lack of experiences to ripen our 
faith. One evening, in a very religious town 
in which we have felt a deal of opposition 
to the Lord’s message, when we get back to 
our car, we discover the four tyres have been 
punctured with big carpenter’s nails. Divine 
encouragement is more powerful than any 
trouble: if the Adversary is on the rampage, 
that means that blessing is bound to follow.

We put all we can into the Lord’s Work. 
Nevertheless, we feel that a calling in the 
world is incompatible with the mission of 
an evangelist. We are invited by our elder 
brethren to leave the town where we live 
and our employment, to join the ranks of the 
courageous ones who are hastening the time 
of poor mankind’s Deliverance. With faith, we 
take leave of our people, leaving the small 
house I built with my own hands.

,

We have spent forty years together on the 
road, publishing the Gospel of peace every-
where. We have sung our hope, sustained 
as we were in that good fight of faith by the 
vision we had of Paradise restored. On very 
hot stifling days, we thought of the blessed 
time when everyone will be under their grape 
vine and their fig tree, when no hurt at all 
will be done on the Lord’s Holy Mountain 
(Earth). It would be impossible to tell all the 
encouraging experiences we have had, but 
we are able to assert, with entire assurance, 
that when one seeks first the Kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, all else is added to one.

With nothing in our pockets, we have never 
gone short of anything. How many times 
the Lord has helped us! If we were hungry, 
Adrienne would bring in fruit and jam, and 
some bread! Suddenly, a storm would flood 
the streets when she had just been given 
an umbrella. One evening, close to a small 
town, we were preparing to bed down under 
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After the harvest, Laodicea is rejected, and it is the 
faithful ones who are gathered and form the Lord’s 
Church. The Lord says to Laodicea: “I will spew you 
out of my mouth” (Revelation 3: 16). The Adventists 
have a consecration of the seventh day (the Sabbath, 
which does not satisfy the Lord. He wishes for a com-
plete consecration). The Bible Students continued the 
work of the Adventists. It is to the Bible Students that 
the message to Laodicea is mainly addressed.

Laodicea believed and made believe that it is enough 
to know the theory in order to become a Disciple, 
whereas it requires true consecration. A harvest took 
place in Laodicea, not in Babylon, as some believed. 
One cannot harvest where nothing has been sown. The 
message: “Come out of her [Babylon], my people,” does 
not mean a harvest. One must come out of Babylon in 
order to receive the blessings that the Lord will not 
give if we are in Babylon.

The last message of the Lord to his Church, is ad-
dressed to Laodicea. F.L.A. Freytag published “The 
Message to Laodicea”, in which he clearly presents the 
words of Revelation 3: 14–20. It is a message of love 
for those who recognize themselves as poor and who 
let themselves be guided. For the disobedient, it is a 
message of rejection with Laodicea.

Laodicea is rejected, but the Lord grants a delay for 
those would like to sanctify themselves. From that time 
on, and without striving for it, F.L.A. Freytag ever-more 
clearly proves himself to be the Faithful and Wise Serv-
ant announced by the Lord. His testimony to Laodicea 
attracts real persecution from the leaders of the Bible 
Students, who reject it. God’s Servant forgives them, 
according to the advice of his Master: Christ.

The current people of God form the cornerstone of the 
entire edifice, and the harvest, according to the Gos-
pel, will be the last phase of Christ’s Work in the flesh.

It is not possible to provide more details on this sub-
ject in this space. We strongly recommend all our dear 
readers to read the book The Divine Revelation, which 
is a powerful explanation of the Lord’s Work, which is 
accomplished by his Church on Earth, under the direc-
tion of its Saviour. That volume is a strengthening for 
the faith of all those who have their Salvation and that 
of their fellow people, at heart.

Beautiful proofs of solidarity
In recent months, the coronavirus disease 2019 (CO-
VID-19) pandemic has established itself and gradu-
ally spread over almost the whole world. Alongside 
the undesirable effects that it has, one can also see in 
humankind some beautiful proofs of solidarity (unity), 
as is shown in the following report, which was written 
by Soraya Soussi, and which we have partially repro-
duced from the Belgian French-language magazine En 
Marche on the 3rd of April 2020:

Time suspended for outstretched hands

COVID-19 forces us to slow down our lifestyles and to 
change our habits, but not without effects. This slower 
pace also invites us to take a look at possible forms of 
solidarity, the appreciation of essential jobs (which be-
comes obvious in this time of crisis), our relationships 
with our loved ones…

Even if this virus is seen as a plague, one must admit 
that the containment measures imposed all around the 

world have generated a series of positive effects. Pictures 
of European rivers and canals show crystal-clear water, 
bird songs are now heard in usually crowded streets, 
and air pollution has drastically reduced (locked-down 
cities, grounded aeroplanes…)

Those effects on our environment and the slowdown 
of human activity, invite us to change our lifestyle and 
to rethink our relationships with others, with nature 
and with ourselves in a more global way. In an article 
in the French newspaper Le Monde, Corine Pelluchon 
(a professor of philosophy at the Gustave Eiffel Uni-
versity, near Paris) warns: “Our lifestyle and our entire 
economic system are based on a form of excessiveness 
and absolute power, as a consequence of the neglect 
of our physical nature. This not only consists of having 
a body and being mortal, but also includes taking into 
account the physical nature of our existence and our 
dependence on the biological, environmental and social 
conditions of our existence: health is the requirement 
for our freedom.”

Our health therefore depends on the ecosystem in 
which each individual develops. Living in a healthy 
environment is essential, but as we know, our survival 
also depends on our social life, on the links we make 
with each other.

We must act now

COVID-19 does not respect social classes when it at-
tacks. But its impact on everyday life highlights the 
social inequalities in our society. This health crisis at-
tacks the most vulnerable: isolated people, families in 
precarious situations, the homeless, illegal immigrants, 
single-parent families, victims of domestic violence…

… In a column in the French news magazine L’Obs, 
the anthropologist Scott Atran analyzes “social distanc-
ing” as being unnatural. It cannot last indefinitely. As 
proof: outbursts of solidarity are organized all over the 
country through social networks; donation collections 
are set up; citizens applaud at their windows every 
night in support of nursing staff and all those [essen-
tial personnel] who are forced to work to support our 
needs… Citizens instinctively act in solidarity in the 
face of crisis. But will this solidarity last? Will “national 
unity”, an expression cherished by our leaders in their 
speeches, survive this crisis?

What choices for tomorrow?

The alarming situation of working conditions in our 
hospitals and of medical personnel struggling for years, 
is only beginning to be perceived by the population. In 
an article in the French online publication Pour l’Eco, 
Dominique Méda (a sociologist and philosopher) warns: 
“This is an opportune moment to take into considera-
tion the social importance of different professions.” She 
points out the need for caring professions, which, as we 
know, are mainly fulfilled by women, and which are 
undervalued in their social and economic roles.

But it is also a matter of generally thinking about the 
essential jobs in our society, which are all-too-often for-
gotten: supermarket cashiers, industry and warehouse 
workers who enable the supply of a series of products 
and services, farmers, postal workers, garbage collec-
tors, and the list goes on.

Solidarity has many faces: it can touch a loved one, a 
neighbour, an unknown person who does an essential 
job, a weakened person, etc. Valuing the work and the 
people who are necessary for the function of our soci-

ety, and focusing on our relationships with others and 
with our loved ones, are ways of reflection to be asked 
today. Because tomorrow will be the time for choices: 
political, individual and collective choices that we will 
make, but more generally, the choice of society that we 
want, after recovering from this crisis.

The current situation, produced by the emergence 
and the rapid spread of the coronavirus, has changed 
the daily life of many of us. Some countries are greatly 
affected by COVID-19 and have suffered considerable 
losses. This forces us to ask questions about the func-
tion of our society and about our habits, our priorities 
and what we have neglected until now.

How can we combine the economy, health, mining, 
production, the exploitation of natural resources, life…
with each other? As we will see below, the problem is 
extremely complex because there are other factors that 
we have not taken into consideration. But before we oc-
cupy ourselves with that question, we wish to emphasize 
a fact that is mentioned in the above report. It is the 
solidarity that is spontaneously shown by many of our 
fellow citizens. In fact, we are beginning to recognize 
the merits of some occupations that we previously more 
or less disregarded. Some people also spontaneously 
dedicate themselves to help their fellow people, such 
as their elderly neighbours. We must also mention the 
great dedication of many medical personnel.

They are good things and show the community spirit 
among people in difficult times. However, we also saw 
other things that aren’t as honorable among some peo-
ple. Let us not forget the supermarket shelves that were 
quickly emptied at the beginning of the pandemic. We 
even saw some people who fought to get the last packs 
of toilet paper, out of fear of running out, and which was 
bad luck for other people! What we thereby want to 
say is that a crisis does not change our character. While 
there is beautiful solidarity, humankind nevertheless 
remain the same, of course with their good points but 
also with their tendencies that must not to be ignored. 
That also proves to us that it is not the trials, no mat-
ter how hard they may be, that will change us, but our 
reactions to these trials. We must also mention that if 
we do not undertake “character changing” before the 
“final catastrophe” that is announced in the Bible, it 
will be illusory to believe that we will do that work of 
the heart when that Great Tribulation is in full swing 
and the “four winds” are released.

Those various considerations lead us to what we 
mentioned above. In fact, when the crisis, which we 
are currently experiencing, reveals good qualities 
among many of our fellow people, then we must in fact 
go much further. Because, in order to get through the 
Great Tribulation that will come over the Earth and its 
inhabitants, as the equivalent of their behaviour, one 
must bend the knee before the Almighty and accept 
Jesus Christ as one’s Saviour, enter his school and vic-
toriously achieve the “change of character” proposed 
there. We know that only one class of people has gone 
through that entire process. They are, on one hand, the 
faithful Consecrated and, on the other hand, the Host 
of the Lord. They are truly courageous people who will 
introduce God’s Kingdom on Earth, and who, under the 
guidance of their Saviour, will free humankind from 
their oppressors. There will be no harm or destruc-
tion anywhere on the Lord’s Holy Mountain (Earth). 
Isaiah 11: 9.

the stars, when a stranger invited us into his 
hotel, put us up in comfort, and refused pay-
ment next morning.

,

As the result of a severe illness, Adrienne 
one day went to her rest. She had the devoted 
care of her dear mother, of her sister and of 
the brethren of the Family of Faith. She bore 
her pain to the very last, being at peace, for 
she had the assurance of the Resurrection.

Alone now, I went on with my mission of 
consolation for those who grieve on Earth. 
When the Lord Himself wipes away our tears, 
we are able to fetch to others this comforting 
assurance: “Hope on, better days are com-
ing!” How inestimable is the privilege of 
being at the benefit of the Ransom of Christ, 
which allows us to say: “Love is stronger than 
death”! This verse from the following hymn 
also expresses my joy:

Forgive the faults I am unaware of

I come, O God, into thy presence:
For my unworthiness, I weep,
Yet sing the gift of thine indulgence,
Thy charity, so full and deep.

News in brief
of the Reign of Justice
The regional meeting at Wart Castle in Swit-
zerland — which brought together brothers 

and sisters from German-speaking Switzer-
land, Germany and Austria — abundantly 
came up to the expectations of the whole 
Family of Faith.

The whole assembly was powerfully im-
pressed with the feeling of the current urgent 
interest in the message given out in the Lord’s 
Name. On such occasions, and when things 
are put so plainly, we realise that the Faith-
ful and Wise Servant truly was, at the same 
time, the Prophet and the Messenger of the 
End Times. A great number of the expositions 
he delivered many years ago, were destined 
for the days through which we are now liv-
ing. Events themselves confirm this in a most 
impressive way.

The introduction of the meeting was a 
commentary by the Lord’s Messenger on 
these words of a Bible text which particularly 
apply to our dear Saviour: “The reproaches 
of those who reproached You, fell on me” 
(Romans 15: 3). Those words and the Faith-
ful and Wise Servant’s exposition, show us 
the glorious ministry of every real Disciple of 
Christ, who is rendered capable of accepting 
ill usage and insults, and of wholeheartedly 
interceding for the guilty. As God’s Messenger 
said, if we have the greatness of the ministry 
in mind, all else is of no account, and we are 
glad about everything that turns up to help us 
become worthy of it. Let us understand that 

the act of atonement is a very deep thing, a 
very great and a very lofty thing. That very 
important Bible text brings into evidence 
what the ministry is of all who calls them-
selves Disciples of Christ. It is not a question 
of religious people seeking a selfish salva-
tion, but of the Lord’s faithful collaborators 
who, with him, offer their lives as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God. They 
are real Priests who do not offer sacrifices of 
animals, or a piece of bread, which would 
be quite unavailing, but their own lives, 
their strength, and everything they possess. 
The Master offered his noble life to redeem 
Adam and all his race. His is the only name 
given to humankind by which they may be 
saved. But, in his great love, God allowed a 
small remainder to be left, which Apostle Paul 
calls “that which remains of the sufferings of 
Christ” (Colossians 1: 24). Thus, a Little Flock 
has been called all through the Gospel Age 
to pay that small remainder, so that they may 
associate in the glorious Sacrifice of Christ, 
with him being the Head, and those 144,000 
Consecrated his Body.

This solemn festive day, kept by God’s 
people, made exceedingly deep impressions 
on those who have divine ways at heart. We 
understand that the expressions of hymns, 
prayers, and testimonies, are also a great re-
sponsibility. All who wish to associate in these 

things have to zealously wish to purify their 
hearts. It is written: “Cleanse yourselves, you 
who carry the vessels of the LORD” (Isaiah 
52: 11). There is then no question of vague 
forms of religiousness.

We thank all our dear brothers and sisters 
who sent us their expressions of affection. We 
feel assured that they, too, were able to feel 
the influence of God’s House that reigned 
through this meeting. We thank God and 
our dear Saviour for it with all our heart. 
We also have a deep thought of thankful-
ness towards God’s Messenger who, owing 
to his faithfulness, has been able to bestow 
so much spiritual wealth on us. We are also 
very thankful to those who, from both far and 
near, came to collaborate with joy and ardour 
on the material preparations for this meeting, 
which made it possible to establish a highly 
encouraging brotherly and sisterly contact. 
We appreciate the devotion and selflessness 
of all who, in one way or another, contributed 
without anything whatsoever having to be 
asked of anybody.

We list here the date of our future gathering 
in Geneva, from the 9th to 11th of January 
2021, God willing.
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