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FOR the time being, mankind in general have not 
yet been enlightened by the dazzling light of the 

Truth. So, they are incapable of having a sound idea of 
how things are. They cannot see the difference between 
good and evil, between right and wrong, and they talk 
about those two with extraordinary heedlessness. They 
have no idea of how serious the effects of good and the 
effects of evil, are on the human mind. The meanings 
of the words good and evil, of right and wrong, are 
exceedingly elastic to them. They very often call evil 
things good and good things bad, and that is due to 
the utter confusion in which they live and which leads 
them into misfortune and ruin.

It is therefore indispensable to learn to distinguish 
between what is genuine and what is counterfeit, be-
tween truth and error. For that purpose, one has to let 
oneself be taught by the principles of the Truth, so as 
to have a solid foundation to stand on, and to have a 
rule of conduct by which everyone may be guided. That 
is the only way one can come to distinguish what one 
feeds on, whether it is error or truth, whether one is 
doing right or wrong, good or evil. That is essential for 
everyone, for to do good preserves one’s life, it sustains 
it, whereas to do evil destroys it. To man, evil is a ter-
rible power of disintegration.

What is the foundation of good? It is altruism. Evil, 
on the other hand, is the outcome of practising selfish-
ness. There, then, you have two diametrically opposite 
bases. That is also why their effects are different. What 
is altruism? It is love for one’s fellow men, which leads 
one guided by it to do good to those around him. To be 
able to truly exist for the good of one’s fellows, one has 
to know the Universal Law and to act on its principles. 
That is the immutable divine law which governs all 
things in the Universe and which was the ruling spirit 
in the creation of man.

The human organism is designed in accordance 
with that wonderful law. For that reason, neither our 
sensory nervous system nor any other part of our be-
ing, can prosper or exist for any length of time if not 
fed on that indispensable spiritual food which is called 
“good”. Every organ of our body exists for the good 
of every other organ. All work in magnificent unity, in 
perfect concord, on the result called “life”. As a matter 
of fact, life is simply the product of the harmonious and 
properly organized work of all the organs of the human 
body. When they begin to show weakness in what they 
have to do, life gradually declines. Then, man falls sick 

and aches all over, and he languishes, is sad and has 
all manner of trouble. When the trouble resides in the 
principal organs, that can put a sudden stop to the work 
of the organism. The result of that is death.

All such anomalies arise from not living up to what is 
good, or not sufficiently, and consequently not having 
the spiritual food that would have been indispensable. 
On the contrary, the food eaten has been as harmful as 
could be, even deadly, the food called selfishness, that 
of evil, which results in the curse. The wages of sin is 
death. Sin includes everything that is harmful to the 
organism. Good, that is to say, altruism, in other words, 
love for one’s fellows, is a power that sustains life. It is 
for that reason that the Holy Scripture teaches: “‘Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your strength and with all your mind,’ 
and: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ … ‘Do that, 
and you will live.’”

At present, mankind are living under the constraint 
of selfishness, and that blinds them to true things and 
prevents them foreseeing the final results of their line 
of conduct. What results, is the destruction of their or-
ganism. Selfishness leads people to aim at profit or at 
immediate gain, which is only momentary, and which 
sooner or later dissolves into utter disappointment. 
They are, however, quite incapable of seeing that, their 
minds being darkened by selfishness.

Thus then, good is the Universal Law put into prac-
tice, that is to say, doing what is really good for us 
lastingly and not fictitiously. Evil is everything that is 
harmful and pernicious to us, even if, at first sight, it 
looks profitable and good for us. All that is done for 
the common good is altruistic and consequently, in all 
ways, results beneficially as a blessing. All that is done 
selfishly, for personal gratification without a thought 
for others, is evil and consequently has a harmful ef-
fect on the one who does it. It is a destructive principle 
for that person.

All the goodness and all the kindness we show to our 
fellow men, is a tonic, a vitalizing power, to our whole 
organism. Particularly when we do good — practise 
altruism uninterruptedly, steadfastly, lastingly and with 
feeling — we obtain a magnificent sentimental equiva-
lent. As for him who is at the benefit of the kindness 
of others, he is bound to display feelings of gratitude 
and attachment to his benefactors, if he wants to feel 
the blessing of the benefits received.

So now we know the essential conditions to be com-

plied with for our organism to become viable. That is 
real science. What is the use of knowing a multitude of 
things that cannot serve to maintain our lives and that 
furthermore constrain us to be selfish and so force us 
into destruction? The first thing little children should 
be taught is the power and the value of good, what it 
consists of, and then what evil is and its effects. That 
is what should be taught universally. That wonderful 
science should be known by all people, from the very 
smallest child to the man fully developed in strength 
and spiritual perception.

Unfortunately, mankind are tied down to their self-
ishness. They are like fish that you go fishing for with 
bait. They do not realize that a hook is hidden in the 
bait. Anyone who gets caught by what pleases him, 
discovers he is on a hook, which here stands for a 
habit or a passion by which he is enslaved. That can 
become a real chain which holds him in subjection till 
he is conquered by death.

Thus, people obtain some satisfaction which is pleas-
ant to them, from things that hold an attraction for them 
and to which they have become accustomed. Those 
things gratify nothing but their selfish feelings and 
tastes, in many cases to the detriment of their fellow 
men. Therefore, they make trouble for those around 
them, for their relations, and even for the community 
at large. It is, besides, for that very reason that laws 
have had to be passed in all nations to rule out, as far 
as possible, the crimes of selfish men who become a 
danger to their fellows.

Man generally believes that if his lawbreaking goes 
unseen, there is no harm to himself. As far as he can see, 
his only harm is to get caught. What he goes in fear of 
is the shame of being punished. That is a big mistake. 
Indeed, when you break the law, that is to say, when 
you do an evil thing, in other words, something for 
which the human organism was not designed, whether 
you are seen or not, your sensory nervous system has 
been impressed in a bad way. Thus, the organism is 
hindered in its operation and damaged by degrees, and 
finally destroyed.

What we can be quite sure of is that good has very 
sound and exact foundations, and boundaries that are 
exceedingly well defined. Far to the contrary in the 
case of evil, the beginning of it is like a very gentle 
slope, scarcely noticeable, which you can walk down 
with the greatest of ease. Thus, man has no difficulty at 
all in going in that direction of doom. Moreover, in the 
Bible, that is what we are given clearly to understand. 
Indeed, it is written there that the way that leads to life 
is narrow, whereas the way to destruction is broad and 
easy to follow. Sinful man, steeped as he is at present 

Let the little children
come to me

JOSEPHINE was born in a little mountain  
 village. Her mother, who was exceed-

ingly religious and autocratic, commanded 
the entire household. Her father, who was 
hardworking, thoughtful and kind, was held 
in esteem by all who knew him for his devo-
tion and his disposition to serve. Their sons 
painfully felt the lack of their mother’s affec-
tion, but Josephine felt it even more than they 
did. Every one of them had to attend Mass, 
even grandmother who was living with them. 
Josephine felt drawn to godly things. She felt 
tempted by the idea of living in a convent, 
but whenever she even hinted at it, mother 
would say: “You may choose your calling for 
yourself as soon as you are 20, but not before.”

On leaving school, Josephine was found 
a job in a knitwear factory. What a sorry at-
mosphere it had! The men were coarse and 

inconsiderate. Young girls who were pretty 
and trim on their first arrival, would, after 
a few months of that wretched atmosphere, 
completely lose their bloom.

Josephine found that state of things ex-
ceedingly painful. She became a Sunday 
School teacher and delighted in teaching the 
children their catechism. In the course of that 
ministry, which she took very seriously, many 
things came to her notice and made her feel 
sick. For one thing, the priests would be very 
thoughtful to children of rich parents, but 
quite careless of the poor.

Yet, Josephine would muse, Jesus loved 
both rich and poor. He used to help everybody, 
without class distinction. Well then? After all, 
it was he who founded his Church! And so, 
she used to wonder, and found many riddles 
that made a painful impression on her. How 
she longed to meet an upright soul to whom 
she might unburden herself, and from whom 
she might find enlightenment! However, she 

found no one able to help her. She sought 
relief in nature, going for long walks through 
fields and woodlands, and taking joy in the 
peace that pervaded all creation. She found, 
in all that, a soothing influence which she felt 
brought her into contact with a God Whom 
she could not find in church or among the 
people who claimed to serve Him.

At the age of 20, feeling isolated and lonely, 
she felt she would like to get married, but 
shuddered at the thought of becoming joined 
to a man such as those she saw around her 
every day. She asked the Lord to guide her 
choice so that their family might be an agree-
able and happy one, without any domination 
such as that exerted by her mother.

Soon after that, she met a city lad called 
Peter with whom she felt very much in har-
mony, and he, for his part, warmly returned 
her thought. The young people were engaged 
for several months, during which they found 
they got on very well together, and they were 

married the following year and took up resi-
dence as far as they could from Josephine’s 
home village.

Time went by with nothing to cloud the sky 
of their happiness. A boy was born, and they 
called him Alesandro. How happy the young 
parents were in their care for their little son, 
the only thing to mar their happiness being 
his delicate health, but this, they felt, would 
be restored in time.

To help make ends meet, Peter and Jose-
phine decided to run a bakery. That ran them 
into a deal of trouble, for they both lacked 
business experience. Her health undermined 
by worry, Josephine had to have treatment 
for her nerves which were strained to the 
limit. She gave birth to another son whom 
they called Robertino.

With trouble and worry constantly on the 
increase, Josephine became unable to attend 
to everything at once: both the customers and 
her children. So, she placed the children in 

What is good? What is evil?
What is right, and what is wrong?
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in selfishness, goes that way without any difficulty be-
cause, along that road, he finds food for his selfishness.

On the other hand, when that same sinful man wants 
to climb the slope that leads to life, to joy, to honour and 
to real and lasting wealth and glory, he has to make 
tremendous efforts at the start. Indeed, a complete 
change of his habits and direction is called for, and that 
is what, in the Bible, is called the “good fight of faith”. 
But gradually as one follows the path of law-abiding 
(of good, of altruism), one feels the full benefit and the 
blessing of doing so, and the time comes when one goes 
about it with wonderful ease. When one has sampled 
the happy effects of good (of divine law-abiding), one 
is no longer satisfied with selfishness. One’s mindset 
changes utterly. From having been mentally deranged, 
one becomes a normal human being.

All that shows us how imperative it is for mankind 
to receive a new education based on the knowledge 
of the divine law, and a very different training from 
that received till now. The magnificent principles of 
the divine Universal Law are given in The Message 
to Humanity, called the Book of Remembrance in the 
Bible. It shows, with unmistakable examples and the 
perfect justice of the Truth, that if the way of good is 
followed by man, it will do away with all trouble and 
every obstacle to his true and lasting happiness.

The Universal Law is the foundation of the Kingdom 
of God now being introduced on Earth, which everyone 
will soon have to take into account and to adopt. The 
fact is that all the social and economic remedies that 
have been proposed and elaborated, are impotent and 
ineffective. They are only poor palliatives which can 
only lead to utter disappointment.

Only one thing has the power to save the world 
from dire catastrophe, and that is to practise the teach-
ings of The Message to Humanity, to keep the divine 
Universal Law, the law of good (of right, of altruism), 
which requires everyone and each thing to exist for 
the good of all.

Good is far stronger than evil. When it is truly prac-
tised on Earth, it will swallow up evil, which will no 
longer be able to stand. When mankind have tried 
everything (and that time is coming) and have gone 
through the Great Tribulation (the result of their wrong-
doing), they will, in desperation, finish by accepting 
the precious teachings of The Message to Humanity. 
As they do their best to live up to them, they will feel 
the full benefit of doing so. They will learn what good 
is, and living accordingly, they will feel a power of life 
and happiness entering them. They will stop destroy-
ing themselves and will be able to head for everlasting 
life, which is their destiny.

What man needs then, after much delay, is to live up 
to the glorious Gospel of our dear Saviour, who came 
to lay down his life as the Ransom for the whole hu-
man race. The effects of the Ransom are about to make 
themselves felt on all people, and for that reason, the 
principles of everlasting life are described today in 
the teachings of The Message to Humanity, written by 
the Lord’s Faithful and Wise Servant for everyone who 
fears the Lord and sincerely wishes to follow his ways.

At the sickbed of Lake Baikal
From the French information brochure Lémaniques, 
No. 106 from December 2016, produced by the As-
sociation for the Safeguard of Lake Geneva (ASL), in 
Switzerland, we quote the following article:

Is the clear water of Lake Baikal clouded?

The Russians are proud of Lake Baikal in southern 
Siberia. Its transparency, its aura of purity and its an-
cient cultures have turned it into a lake that is sacred 
to some people.

Lake Baikal is 5 times deeper, has 54 times more sur-
face area and contains 265 times more water than Lake 
Geneva. The volume of Lake Baikal is approximately 
the same as that of the Baltic Sea.

Lake Baikal holds 20% of the world’s unfrozen fresh-
water reserves and is an extremely important source 
of drinking water for the region and other areas. Its 
famous transparency has led to its water being sold 
in bottles, and its low level of carbonation is a major 
marketing advantage.

Lake Baikal’s age and isolation have produced one 
of the world’s widest and most unusual varieties of 
freshwater animals, which is why it is often called the 
“Galapagos of Russia”. Approximately 1,500 species 
of animals and 600 species of plants have been found 
there, and half of them are endemic (only found there). 
In 1996, Lake Baikal was designated a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site.

Unit Lake Baikal Lake Geneva

Surface area km2 31,722 582

Volume km3 23,615 89

Max. depth m 1,642 309

Max. length km 636 72.3

Max. width km 79 13

Inflows number 336 315

Flushing time years 400 11

Elevation m 456 372

Catchment
area

km2 539,500 7,419

Inhabitants number 50,000 690,000

Outflows name Angara River Rhône River

A jewel that might soon no longer shine

The environmental condition of the lake has been a 
concern to scientists for many years, and the situation 
seems to have deteriorated since 2011. Until then, some 
of them thought that, like Lake Geneva, the lake is so 
big that it would not suffer from environmental pollution 
or human activity. However, recently, many scientists 
and the government are ringing the alarm bell.

In September 2014, a scientific expedition, from the 
nearby city of Irkutsk, found along the shoreline of 
Lake Baikal a large number of “spirogyra”, which is 
a filamentous light-green algae (seaweed), and which 
until recently was only found near inhabited areas. 
Now, depending on the area, there is up to 100 kilo-
grams of this rotting algae per square metre. Following 
this unprecedented increase, scientists have discovered 
deadly cyanobacteria in the depths of the lake and also 
an entire cemetery of molluscs and sponges.

“Currently, we unfortunately have to say that the 
lake’s shoreline can no longer be saved,” explained An-
drey Fedotov (the director of the Limnological Institute 
from the Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences). And consequently “the most important thing 
is not to give up on the deeper sections of the lake, the 
pelagic zone”. According to the biologist Oleg Timo-
chkine, also from the Limnological Institute in Irkutsk: 
“The main reason for this large increase of algae, is pol-
lution from waste water. Water-purification plants are in 
need of repair, and in some small villages, there aren’t 
any.” Additionally, phosphate in washing powder is not 
banned, which causes an increase in “eutrophication” 
(an excessive growth of harmful plants).

A further cause of concern is the intention by the 
country of Mongolia to build a hydroelectric power 
station on the Selenga River, which is the most impor-
tant inflow to Lake Baikal, and which contributes up 
to 50% of its water. Both countries are in dialogue, but 
Mongolia argues that a dam and its produced renew-
able energy will enable it to turn off its coal-fired power 
stations. In its report from 2017, UNESCO asks Russia 

and Mongolia to jointly undertake an environmental 
study to establish the risks and benefits of this type of 
hydroelectric power station.

A remnant of the former Soviet Union is an old pulp 
and paper mill that, apart from other things, produced 
tyres for army aircraft and that has been polluting the 
lake for a long time. According to the non-government 
organization (NGO) Baikal Environmental Wave [a 
conservation association], toxic waste (about 6 million 
tonnes of chlorine-mud waste) has been accumulating 
for decades around the site, waiting for treatment.

Increasing pressure from tourism 
The beauty and the ambience of the lake attracts more 
tourists every year. According to the Siberian Times 
newspaper, from 2009 to 2015, the annual number of 
tourists increased from 300,000 to 1.3 million, without 
proper bathing areas or a waste-treatment plant. It 
should also be noted that Irkutsk is less than 3 hours 
flight time from Beijing and that Lake Baikal is therefore 
easily accessible to massive numbers of Chinese tourists.

For example, Olkhon Island — which has an area of 
730 km2, and which is the largest and most visited of 
the 22 islands of Lake Baikal — attracts 500,000 visitors 
every summer, but for the rest of the year has no more 
than 1,500 inhabitants.

If the environmental condition were no longer so 
attractive and tourists no longer visited Lake Baikal, 
it would be a catastrophe for Olkhon Island, because 
tourism is the only source of revenue.

Putin condemns the pollution of Lake Baikal
In August 2017, the Russian president Vladimir Putin 
expressed his concern in an announcement from the 
Kremlin, which was reported by the media, including 
the Swiss newspaper Tribune de Genève. “Large areas 
of the Lake Baikal region are extremely polluted. Lake 
Baikal is for us both pride and a special responsibility, 
and the task of saving it for present and future genera-
tions is an undeniable state priority.” He also said to 
“pay special attention to recover from the consequences 
of irrational and often irresponsible economic activity” 
in this area in order to prevent its recurrence in the fu-
ture and in order to minimize the damage already done.

A few years ago, a cellulose factory, accused of pol-
luting Lake Baikal, and a tungsten-molybdenum factory 
were shut down, but “the waste that they accumulated 
continues to poison the lake’s water and shoreline”, the 
president complained.

Remarkably, in the year 2010, the same Putin, who 
was then Prime Minister, reopened the same cellulose 
factory (due to workers’ protests) that closed in 2009, 
under the pretext that he observed the lake from a 
mini-submarine and that it was not very polluted. That 
led to him being voted “the worst enemy of Lake Bai-
kal” in an online poll from Greenpeace, to which Putin 
responded that he would never close the factory, even 
if someone complained about the “intolerable smell” 
that came from it and even if it were an obstacle for 
the entire tourism project. The factory was neverthe-
less closed in 2013.

Today, Vladimir Putin estimates that toxic waste from 
farming “also finds its way into the water of Lake Baikal, 
one or another” while “uncivilized and uncontrollable 
tourists leave behind mountains of garbage along the 
shoreline of the lake”. The president called for “urgent 
measures to eliminate environmental damage” inflicted 
on the lake. He also instructed the Prosecutor General’s 
Office to investigate activities that are “environmentally 
illegal and harmful” in the territory of Lake Baikal. 

No long commentary on this article is necessary, 
which would let us understand that the situation is seri-
ous. It is a reflection of humankind’s general mentality, 
especially its greed, its selfishness and its self-interest. 
To protect and increase their wealth in the banks, the 
nations will lose another wealth: life, which we very 
generously find in surrounding nature, in its mountains, 

the care of their grandmother. That parting 
was a great sorrow to the parents, for they 
loved their children dearly.

That was the state of affairs when, one 
morning, a young girl came into the shop 
to introduce The Monitor of the Reign of 
Justice. Peter’s interest is caught at once by 
that consoling message, and he subscribes to 
the paper. As for Josephine, she is strongly 
opposed to it. In spite of having had a great 
deal to suffer in her religion and from its 
representatives, she feels unable to turn her 
back on her faith or to read a paper opposed 
to its beliefs. She throws all the Monitors her 
husband receives into the fire.

Business going from bad to worse, when 
they came to the end of their lease, the two 
young people give up their bakery, and Peter 
takes a job as a labourer. That brings their 
worries to an end, and their family life takes its 
normal course again. The two little boys come 
home to the great joy of the small household.

Soon after that, a third boy is born, and 
they call him Armandino.

In the face of Josephine’s opposition, Peter 
regularly attends the meetings of the Angel of 
the Lord (the Philanthropic Association), from 
which he receives the Monitors. He always 
returns home highly encouraged. He does 
his best at home to follow out the wonderful 
advice he receives at the meetings, and be-
comes constantly more agreeable and kinder, 
and more affectionate to those he loves. Jo-
sephine unavoidably has to recognize that 
fact, and she therefore kindly receives the 
evangelists working in the neighbourhood. 
She likes them because of the beneficial at-
mosphere they carry around with them, and 
considers them very different from religious 
people. Still, her pride stops her from openly 
admitting it.

Finally, an evangelist comes to Peter one 
day to invite him to a very special meeting to 
be held by a brother from Switzerland, and 

kindly extends the invitation to Josephine. 
She immediately discovers a very good excuse 
for not attending it: “The children are still too 
young to be left alone at home.” The young 
evangelist reassures her, saying: “Take them 
along with you. There will be plenty of room 
for both you and them.”

Naturally, Josephine is very curious to 
see where Peter goes so faithfully every 
Sunday. Every day, she cannot fail to notice 
how his dispositions have visibly improved. 
Still, her pride prevents her from admitting 
it. However, she is determined this time to 
go with the children, merely out of curio- 
sity.

For a start, the unassuming and kind com-
portment of the lecturer impresses her favour-
ably. Then, the things he says affect her so 
powerfully that she is in tears throughout the 
meeting. It is all so different from anything 
she has ever heard. Here, gone are all class 
barriers and social differences. He says that 

they must make up a family in whom all learn 
to love one another by putting the Saviour’s 
very simple Gospel into practice. What a 
beneficial atmosphere is thus created! The 
young woman’s nerves relax completely in 
this warmth and friendliness, which is so re-
freshing to her heart, and which she has never 
experienced before. Peter is deeply moved. 
He cannot thank the Lord enough for hav-
ing made his dear wife’s heart so receptive.

Since that memorable evening, the young 
couple never misses a meeting They apply 
themselves entirely to teaching their three 
lads the wonderful things they hear in the 
Lord’s House, and do their best to set them 
a good example that will bear fruit of bless-
ing. From time to time, the three children go 
with them to the meetings and listen very 
respectfully.

,
Armandino, the youngest lad, is now eight 

years old. He is most receptive. The thing that 
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its watercourses, its tree, its fruit, etc. Modern human-
kind no longer believes that it can live without money. 
But money will be the cause of its decline.

What can be said about the current situation of Lake 
Baikal? It pains us to think that such a “jewel of na-
ture” has been damaged by environmental pollution, 
the result of human activity. Of course, a cellulose fac-
tory near a lake is going to create quantities of waste. 
Here as well, it is production, profit and money that 
count, but the damage that is done to nature through 
pollution and other devastations, is not fully considered.

We understand that it is not easy to balance the needs 
of society and those of nature. However, it is not im-
possible. But for that, money should not be allowed to 
dominate. Everywhere where selfishness rules, there is 
despair and disaster. And it cannot be otherwise. Bless-
ing can only come by following the Universal Law of 
altruism, in which all things exist for the good of each 
other and have communion with each other. For that, 
human beings are meant to be benefactors for each 
other, for all living beings around them, and for nature.

And that is no Utopia, quite the opposite. It is what will 
become reality in the near future when God’s Kingdom 
is established over the whole world, as the equivalent 
of our dear Saviour’s sacrifice. It will be the Restora-
tion of All Things to perfection, especially humankind, 
which was enthusiastically announced by the prophets, 
and which will end the current reign of evil forever.

What a dog’s love can do!
Written by Dr P. Rousselet-Blanc in the French lifestyle 
magazine Notre Temps (Our Time) No. 213 in the “Vet” 
column, we reproduce the following report, titled:

The poodle of Berezina 

The Battle of Berezina, Moscow, 1812: In the headquar-
ters of Prince De Beauharnais, Alfonso Bunardo [an Ital-
ian soldier] dreams of his native plains near Milan. He 
was forcibly recruited into Napoleon’s army and found 
himself in this ruined city, so different from the Italian 
ones. His homesickness suddenly fades when a happy 
and tail-wagging dog appears, his poodle Moffino.

Just a few steps from the camp, Moscow is in flames, 
winter is approaching, and the most tragic retreat ever 
known in the history of armies, is about to start.

Alfonso and Moffino find themselves on that long 
and cruel road. Snow, wind and ice, little or nothing to 
eat, and a thin blanket to protect themselves. Then one 
day, a great river carrying ice blocks and large sheets 
of ice. A bridge must be built, outstanding efforts are 
made to install two walkways, and the panic-stricken 
troops under attack from the Cossacks’ advance towards 
them, make it to the other side. Alfonso is pushed along 
by the crowd and is forced to continue…without Mof-
fino behind him! He looks around for him...in vain. The 
bridges are blown up to cut off the enemy’s advance…
but the dog did not make it over!

Alfonso Bunardo follows the great retreat to Leipzig. 
There, he deserts, escapes from the defeated army, and, 
through many difficulties, reaches his village. He is 
welcomed with the joy and the love of his own people. 
But despite everything, his expression remains sad, 
he blames himself for Moffino, and he imagines him 
wandering on the frozen flatland, starving to death on 
the bank of the cruel Berezina River.

The months pass, and life once again takes its course... 
One morning, children are playing in the village square 
in front of Alfonso’s house. Around the corner, still in 
the refreshing shade of the houses, there is a dog. But 
is it really a dog? Scrawny, with bleeding paws, and 
hair covered with dirt that is stuck to scratches, it limps 
towards them.

“You poor thing! Come here, come here and eat!” 
The pitiful skinny dog looks at them.

“It needs help! Call Alfonso, he will know what to do.”

“Alfonso, come and see this dog!”
“I am coming.”
At the sound of his voice that answers the children, 

the dog howls weakly. The door opens and Alfonso ap-
pears. With its last bit of strength, the dog drags itself 
towards him with sighs of joy. Alfonso looks at it, at first 
surprised and compassionate, then his look is troubled, 
and his voice breaks: “Moffino! No, it is impossible!”

To his name being called, Moffino yaps and wags his 
tail, and his eyes express his greatest happiness, that of 
being reunited with his most beloved person. No one 
will ever know how Moffino covered those thousands of 
kilometres. That is a mystery of nature, of instinct and 
of the sixth sense, which, when it is controlled by love, 
makes dogs do great things that outperform themselves.

Moffino lived another few years with Alfonso and 
forgot his return from that hell. May humankind long 
remember all this!

Dating back over 200 years and arising from the 
disastrous Napoleonic campaign, this authentic story 
— which reaches us through half a dozen generations, 
and which the author undoubtedly obtained from the 
historical records of the Milan region — can only amaze 
us. We humans consider ourselves so capable and in-
telligent, but here we see such a feat and such a proof 
of faithfulness and attachment given by a little poodle. 
Despite all the difficulties one might imagine.

How could this little creature come back home? With 
what mysterious sense could he head for his native 
village? How could he survive for several months in 
the middle of winter? Overcome all sorts of obstacles 
and dangers? Only God knows. He Who has given his 
creatures capabilities, most of which still remain very 
mysterious to humankind who nevertheless received 
the most of all.

However, the fact is that Moffino found Alfonso, his 
beloved master with whom he experienced the dark 
and icy days of the retreat from Russia — after many 
encounters up hill and down dale, with blazes of gunfire 
and cannonballs — when the French Imperial Eagle 
(the figure of an eagle mounted on a rod and carried 
into battle) had to “bow its head”.

On the other hand, one can imagine the joy and the 
emotion of the former soldier when  he once again saw 
his little companion in misery, in front of him, so af-
fectionate and cuddly, and his only consolation that he 
believed he would never see again, thinking that the 
dog had died on the snowy bank of the Berezina River...

What loving care he must have lavished on him!

War: disgrace of the nations
From the Swiss Amnesty magazine, No. 96 from March 
2019, we quote the following extracts from an article:

Why are we talking about a “forgotten war” in 
Yemen?

For three years, the conflict in Yemen has been dealt 
with indifferently, because it does not feature world 
powers like the war in Syria. It is described as a proxy 
war between Iran and Saudi Arabia, which is of little 
interest to the West, because it is taking place in a poor 
country that no longer produces much oil or gas.

Has the capture of the country by Houthi rebels, 
stoked the flames and created a bloodbath?

Yes. From February 2014, clashes erupted between 
Houthi militiamen and Sunni Salafist groups in the 
Dammaj region. Very quickly, the rebels from the north 
manage to occupy several regions. From September 
2014, they managed to take the capital Sanaa and to 
occupy all the northern areas. In April 2015, the civil 
war expanded into a regional war, with the launch of 
Operation Decisive Storm against the Houthi rebels, by 
a coalition of Arab countries led by Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates.

Who are the Houthis?
They are a political party, a movement of religious re-
newal, and an armed militia. The group has its origins 
in the north of the country, mainly in the area of Saada, 
whose population largely belongs to Shiite Zaydi reli-
gious movement. Its origins can be traced back to the 
Yemen civil war of the 1950s and 1960s, which pitted the 
new republican forces against the authoritarian rule of 
Imam Yahya in the former North Yemen. After the war, 
the regime marginalized northern populations, because 
they had overwhelmingly supported the imam against 
the republicans. The north has always been neglected 
in terms of development and infrastructure, fueling a 
spirit of revolt against the regime. The group has taken 
the name of Houthi in honour of its leader Hussein 
Badreddin al-Houthi who was murdered in 2004.

How does religion feed the fire of war?
There is clearly an escalation between the two sides that 
each present themselves as the defenders of Islam. On 
the one hand, we have the Houthis, Shiite Zaydis, who 
have come closer to Iranian Shiism in order to obtain 
their political support. And on the other hand, there is 
the Yemeni army, whose best groups are the Salafist 
militias supported by Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates. The Houthis blame the regime for betraying 
the Islamic cause by being too close to the Americans 
and by using al-Qaeda’s presence to obtain military 
funding. The paradox today is that the Houthis face 
Salafist brigades that have even more extreme ideol-
ogy. However, it must be kept in mind that the situation 
has become even more complex through the presence 
of southern independence forces and terrorist groups 
such as al-Qaeda and Daesh [Islamic State, IS, ISIS, 
ISIL].

What interests do Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates have in Yemen?
The Houthi stronghold is 20 kilometres from Saudi Ara-
bia. The kingdom [of Saudi Arabia] has a very negative 
view of the establishment of a Shiite power, allied to 
Iran, on its borders. Commercial interests are attributed 
to the United Arab Emirates. They have acquired leases 
on several ports in eastern Africa, and they want to get 
their hands on the ports of Aden and Hodeida [cities 
in Yemen] to develop their businesses. They could also 
have oil interests. Some media claim that there are hid-
den oil reserves in the central areas where the Emirati 
militias are active.

Childhood eaten away by hunger
Four years of conflict have plunged the population 
of Yemen into one of the most terrible humanitarian 
crises. Inflation has made most medicines and many 
food items, inaccessible. Two million children suffer 
from acute malnutrition.
Four years of conflict have starved nearly two million 
Yemeni children. A child dies every ten minutes from 
a cause that could be prevented, and malnutrition is 
responsible for the deaths of half the children under 
five, according to the United Nations (UN).

If hunger was already ravaging this country, consid-
ered to be the poorest on the Arabian Peninsula, the war 
between the Houthi rebellion and the government, has 
plunged two thirds of the population into food insecurity. 
That’s twice as much as four years ago. “The streets of 
Sanaa are filled with beggars. Before the war, it was 
rather rare, but now, every night, women and children 
are doing the rounds,” says Basheer Almohallal, direc-
tor of the NGO Pulse for Social Justice.

Deadly inflation
Another evil is bringing down the population: the eco-
nomic crisis. The “rial”, the currency of Yemen, has lost 
nearly half its value against the [US] dollar since the 
beginning of the crisis. The situation further deteriorated 
between September 2018 and January 2019. “There is 

gives him most joy is to set out evangelizing 
on Sundays after the meeting. When the 
Easter festival comes round, he goes to meet 
the country’s elder at the station because he 
has a lot of questions to ask him. He humbly 
asks him whether he, too, may take the bread 
of the Passover.

“How old are you?” the elder asks him.
“I’ve turned eight.”
“Are you obedient and a good boy at 

home?”
“Well, not always.”
“Then you’ll have to ask your dear parents 

to forgive you, and must try to do better. Do 
you attend the meetings? Do you say your 
prayers? Have you done any evangelizing?”

Armandino is able to answer all those ques-
tions with a decided “yes”.

The elder tells him more about all the 
trouble that could overtake him: “If you 
come to the meetings after having left your 
Bible classes at school, you will come to grief 

with your school mates who will mock and 
despise you.”

To that, Armandino answers with assur-
ance: “I belong to the Kingdom of God, and 
I want to stay with it. What a pity it is that I 
still have to go to school. I wish for nothing 
better than to become a real evangelist.”

After the ceremony, which has made a deep 
impression on him, Armandino, sitting beside 
the elder at the table, tells him what happened 
to him the previous day: “Yesterday, I went 
evangelizing. I placed three Messages to 
Humanity, forty brochures, and some Moni-
tors. One man told me he belonged to the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, so I said: ‘That doesn’t 
matter. Just read The Message to Human-
ity (the Book of Remembrance), the Lord’s 
message, and you’ll see for yourself what’s 
right. In that book, you’ll find the Truth. If 
you will receive it and live up to it, you will 
obtain blessing.’”

Armandino’s zeal does not slack off. He 

gives every minute he can to evangelizing. 
Now, he speaks with a broken-hearted mother 
who has lost a child, and then, with great con-
viction, he implores her: “Don’t cry over the 
death of your son. He is going to rise again, 
and he will come back to you. He will return 
from the dead like Lazarus, for the promise 
has been given that, at the voice of the Son of 
Man, the dead shall come back to life. Read 
the chapter called ‘The morning of the resur-
rection’ in The Message to Humanity.” What 
a lot of poor mothers have warmly embraced 
this small evangelist of the Kingdom of God, 
who has brought them such splendid consola-
tion! On such occasions, his cup of happiness 
is full to overflowing. How splendid it is for 
him that the Lord employs him like that! On 
parting from those hearts torn with sorrow, 
he thinks to himself: “What a good thing it 
is that they took The Message to Humanity! 
They will be able to understand the Truth 
and to attend the meetings, be comforted, 

become brethren and help to introduce the 
Kingdom of God on Earth.”

Armandino spends all his holidays on the 
premises of the Angel of the Lord (the Phil-
anthropic Association). When the day for 
going back to school comes round, he sheds 
many tears. Very great is his joy to be able to 
spend his Sundays with the Family of Faith, 
to listen to the Heavenly Dew, and then to 
set out evangelizing with several brethren, 
and to return afterwards to the benches of the 
Lord’s school where he receives magnificent 
instruction for obtaining life.

He is as happy as can be when he goes 
off evangelizing with a bag crammed full of 
literature of the Kingdom of God. He is deeply 
conscious of the ministry the Lord entrusts 
him with. A great part of his happiness is 
provided by the feeling he has of being loved 
and protected by his elder brethren.

Armandino talks to people with childlike 
straightforwardness and also with the great 
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food in the markets, the problem is that people cannot 
afford to pay for it anymore,” says Annabel Symington, 
spokesperson for the World Food Programme (WFP) 
in Sanaa. The prices of staple foods — such as wheat, 
oil, pulses, sugar and salt — have skyrocketed. “This 
is a man-made crisis, which is not caused by drought 
or crop failure.”

Basheer Almohallal accuses the coalition of manipu-
lating the Yemeni economy to weaken the northern 
regions and to put pressure on the Houthis to surren-
der. In the past two years, more than one million civil 
servants have not received their salaries. Consequently, 
the purchasing power of many families has plummeted, 
and the state has collapsed. Half of the medical infra-
structure is out of order…

One in two Yemenis does not know when they are 
going to eat again. Getting treatment and drugs has 
become even more difficult, because the health system 
has collapsed. Half of the infrastructure is out of order. 
“There is humanitarian aid and private clinics, but they 
are too expensive, and most people do not have access 
to them. Moreover, it has become almost impossible 
to leave the country to seek treatment abroad. I know 
people with haemophilia who have resolved to die,” 
says Basheer Almohallal.

Following the blockade and bombings, 16 million 
people now have no access to safe drinking water or 
adequate sanitation. Terrible hygiene conditions led 
to a major epidemic of cholera and diphtheria in 2017, 
after the latter deadly infection sickness had been 
eradicated in 1992.

“Even if the war were to end tomorrow, it would take 
many years to rebuild Yemen,” says Annabel Syming-
ton. “Even if we could feed all the hungry children 
tomorrow, the current state of malnutrition will have 
irreversible effects on the development of their growth 
and brains. Two million children deprived of their right 
to food, can never grow up properly and become active 
members of society. This will have a huge impact on 
the country’s GDP. It’s a lost generation.”

A bloody trade

At the head of the coalition against the Houthi re-
bellion, Saudi Arabia does not produce weapons. 
All the bombs that rain on Yemen are therefore 
made in other countries. A cynical trade in which 
Switzerland also has a part.
US President Donald Trump publicly justified US exports 
to Saudi Arabia with a simple sentence: “If I decide to 

cut them, they will buy their military equipment from 
Russia and China.”

Arms sales to the Gulf countries — Saudi Arabia led 
with its $56.7 billion military budget in 2015 — is a very 
important market shared by many Western countries: 
the United States, the United Kingdom, France, Spain, 
Germany, Denmark, the Netherlands, Italy, Belgium 
and also Switzerland.

Between them, the United States and the United 
Kingdom own more than 81% of that trade, according 
to SIPRI statistics, compared to 1.8% for Switzerland. 
“Even if these weapons are not used for the offensive, 
by delivering them, we are strengthening the powers 
of these countries, fueling their arms race and their 
ability to wage war.”

In view of the arms trade and of political interests, 
the truth does not play a role. If the will were present, 
this war could have been stopped long ago.

How do you explain that the world is so little inter-
ested in the suffering of your country?

The war in Yemen is not a “forgotten war”, it is an 
“ignored war”. The particular reason for that is the arms 
trade and its massive profits, which is why the United 
Kingdom, the United States and France blindly support 
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.

To go to war in order to defend an opinion or an in-
terest, means to ignore the harm that is done to many 
innocent victims who suffer in conflicts, especially chil-
dren who are defenceless in view of the unjust fate that 
they suffer. What about the countries that profit from 
conflicts and that make a financial gain from them? 
When national leaders have it pointed out to them that 
their way of doing things is contrary to morals, they an-
swer, like the President of the United States who says, 
that if their country does not seize the opportunity that 
presents itself, then others that are in their place will. 
One also claims that the production of weapons creates 
jobs and makes industries grow. All those arguments are 
only hypocritical, dishonest and unjust excuses. What 
would the unfortunate victims of conflicts say if they 
were told that? How would they judge those who are 
responsible for conflicts and for unpunished atrocities? 
They would condemn them, and they would be right. 
Let us put ourselves in the place of the victims in this 
report: two million children suffer from malnutrition. 
They are an entire generation who is being sacrificed. 
That is the true price of these weapons, which is not 
only counted in dollars, but also in human lives. If the 

arms trade makes millions or even billions for some 
people, it costs a lot more for others who have to pay 
with their lives. How disgraceful and contrary to all 
morals, these sales are!

Because no reason or excuse justifies war, which 
truly is the disgrace of the nations. If one kills a stran-
ger on the street in order to steal their bag, one goes 
to jail. But a country that decides to declare war on a 
neighbour, is not judged or condemned. One can see 
the terrible injustice that prevails in humanity, who is 
currently under the power of God’s Adversary, Satan. 
It is he who leads the bloody dance to the sound of 
coins. In money, he has a powerful ally that deceives 
people and that makes them commit crying injustices 
in the name of profit. One does not hesitate to sacri-
fice human lives in order to satisfy a personal interest. 
And often, the leaders of the great powers present 
themselves as Christians. Can they justify their actions 
in front of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ, our dear 
Saviour?

In fact, we often do not take into consideration that 
our actions, when they are repeatedly done, form hab-
its in us. Those habits become a character, and that is 
what our destiny depends on. One can undoubtedly 
be and remain a religious person, even if one sells 
weapons, but, in any case, it is impossible, in that way, 
to be a Christian who distinguishes oneself through 
love for others and humility, like one’s Master. The 
Master, our Pattern, says to us: “Everyone will know 
that you are my Disciples, if you have love for one an-
other.” There will certainly be great disappointment 
among all those powerful people when they are faced 
with the equivalent of their actions. One thought one 
could inherit heavenly glory by belonging to a reli-
gious group whose meetings one regularly attended, 
whereas one was simply deceived or let oneself be de-
ceived by sermons and promises that are not for one, 
because the conditions that they depend on are not ful- 
filled.

The poor, on the contrary, who have become victims 
of the system based on selfishness, will happily greet 
the Reign of Justice that will be established over the 
whole world, as the equivalent of the sacrifice of Christ 
and of his faithful Church. For them, it will be deliver-
ance. The plough of trial, which did not spare them, 
will have prepared them to receive the divine education 
that will make them children of God, who are worthy 
of eternal life.

------------

fervour and conviction he possesses in his 
heart. He also prays with all his soul, trust-
ing in the power and the goodness of the 
heavenly Father.

Josephine and Peter cannot find enough 
words to thank God for having made the heart 
of their Armandino so receptive to his ways. 
They, too, sometimes go out evangelizing 
with him, glad and edified to hear him talk-
ing with so much zeal and conviction about 
the thing bubbling in his heart. Often, these 
words of our Lord come to their minds: “Let 
the little children come to me, and do not stop 
them, for the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to 
such as these.”

News in brief
of the Reign of Justice
The various meetings held at the beginning 
of he year for celebrating the Lords Supper 
are particularly solemn in character. The be-
loved brethren are ever realizing more keenly 
that the present time is exceedingly serious. 
Everyone of them has the distinct feeling 
that we have entered upon the great day of 
temptation our dear Saviour has warned us 
of. So we are fully aware on every score and 
know what to do to ward off the Adversary’s 
flaming darts.

We know what has to make us equal to 
the circumstances: it is perfect fidelity in the 
fulfilment of our vow of consecration to the 
Almighty in the case of the disciples, and of 
our vow of covenant with God by the law, 
in the case of candidates for the Host of 
the Lord. It is therefore such perfect fidelity 
obtained with the heart’s full concentration 
in honestly and sincerely respecting the di-
vine principles that will be our safeguard. 
Let us then watch that we be faithful, that 
Gods Holy Spirit may communicate to us the 
power to will and to do, that we may remain 
on our feet after having overcome all things 
and obtain the final victory by the grace of 
God.

On the occasion of every one of our big 
meetings, we have the impression that we 
are turning over a fresh page in the annals 
of Gods people.

Indeed, we are distinctly able to feel that 
the times we are living through form the very 
last phase of the period called the patience of 
God which Be is extending to us with great 
kindness that we may at last make the final 
efforts required to hasten once and for all 
the deliverance of mankind, making at last 
all the efforts that have been hanging fire. 
Now is the time to take all the steps that we 
have been neglecting, as the dear Messen-
ger never fails to remind us, to do our duty, 
all our duty, honestly and courageously. Let 
us not fear the trials that show up our faults 
to us, neither the blows that cause us to trip 
up. Neither let- us fear to be humiliated, for 
all such things are to the good, for they strip 
us naked, show up our pride, our vanity and 
all our shortcomings. Let us be embodied en-
tirely in our mission, and let ùs not have any 
other goal before us. We have to be saviours, 
and nothing else ought to interest us: It is for 
that purpose that the Lord has called us, and 
it ought to be for no other purpose that we 
have answered. Let us allow ourselves- to be 
truly sanctified. The mission must consume a 
consecrated disciple utterly. To a member of 
the Host of the Lord, his mission is to display 
the sentiments and the line of conduct which 
attract God’s Holy Spirit irresistibly.

The truth tells us in a very special way to 
love one another ardently. This is of the utmost 
importance; and we are constantly being tried 
in this respect The question is no longer to 
delude ourselves, but to plumb the matter to 
the very bottom, and to lay aside every subter-
fuge. Let us go straight ahead, honestly and 
sincerely denying self. Let us give ourselves 
utterly to our brethren and to mankind. And 
above all let us give our heart, our whole heart 
to the Lord God, holding nothing back. Such 
is the great, the Wonderful secret of success. 
We have everything within our grasp. It rests 
with us entirely if we will victoriously round 
the final cape. For the consecrated it is once 
and for all, and for everlasting.

The teachings received are infinitely pre-
cious in our daily fight of faith, that is why 
it is so important for us to feed our hearts 
on the impressions they provide. Indeed so 
great is the assistance given that, as the dear 

Messenger constantly assures us, the poor-
est and the least gifted can very well reach 
the mark simply if he will honestly and sin-
cerely abide by the great divine principle: 
“I-le who is faithful in small things, will be 
faithful also in the big ones.” Being faithful, 
like all else is a matter of habit, and it is in 
the small things that turn up daily that the 
trait of faithfulness is built up. There lies the 
whole mystery, and it is therein that success 
is concentrated.

So now we ought to pull ourselves up for. 
the smallest lie, the least suspicion of ill-hu-
mour, the slightest inclination to criticize, the 
slightest coldness, or indifference to others. 
We should not allow ourselves even a shade 
of jealousy, but take heed to the slightest dif-
ficulty in rejoicing in the success of others.

At the slightest infringement of the divine 
programme let us humble ourselves and 
make amends.

The dear Messenger assures us that we 
may, be defeated many times and frequently 
on the way, but that the Lord takes no stock 
of these failures, if we put forth every effort in 
the fight against self, the Lord Himself makes 
good all that may be lacking. He grants us 
every element that makes for victory. How-
ever, we do not apply all the seriousness 
needed to making use of them. For instance 
we have no idea how the daily questions in 
the Paper for All could be of wonderful as-
sistance to us in making giant strides in the 
right direction. Every one of them could, help 
us prodigiously, however, for that purpose, 
it is not enough to read them, they have to 
be employed as guides to our line of action 
and to our sentiments. At the start they used 
to be taken much more seriously, and great 
blessing used to accrue. But, to many in our 
midst, this has become a matter of routine, 
and those brethren do not change, but only 
mark time.

The trouble is that many of us have got into 
the-habit of doing things absent-mindedly, 
not concentrating sufficiently on following 
the prayers, singing the hymns, and above 
all studying the effect the daily trials have on 
our feelings. The Lord brings everything to 
play on helping us to get over the difficulties 

which come our way. However, if we want to 
succeed, let us beware of putting the blame 
for our own trip-ups on others, our mistakes 
and our blunders, for in that case the Lord 
cannot see eye to eye with us. We must at 
least be honest and sincere enough to see how 
we stand in fact. In that case the Lord will 
be able to help us in our efforts to overcome 
our wretched bent and the sin which, still so 
readily besets us. For that purpose we have 
to fight openly with ourselves. One who does 
this is instantly joyful and zealous. Those in 
our midst who have no spiritual appetite must 
tell themselves that they are not living up to 
the truth. Then they are like a faded plant 
short of water and of sunshine. What does the 
sunshine consist of? It is the power of God’s 
Holy Spirit for which they lack because they 
do not allow it to work in them. That is what 
happens to those who know quite well what 
they ought to do, what they ought to let go, 
and yet cling to it. We all know what is to 
be done even if we put forward all sorts of 
excuses to deceive ourselves. The truth is suf-
ficiently dear, however, honesty is required to 
grasp it and without that honesty it is impos-
sible to be happy under divine grace.

The light of the truth is there to enlighten 
us to the bottom of our hearts. Let us do what 
it points out to us, otherwise we are sure to 
fail. God is not mocked, neither are his ways. 
Our salvation is made up of two distinct parts. 
One part is the gift given generously by the 
Giver that man may recover what he has lost, 
and the other part is the favourable response 
which has to take place in the heart of the 
beneficiary of divine mercy. The first part, 
the Almighty’s, never fails. The second must 
be produced by ourselves in living up to the 
conditions set us, and which are expressed 
as follows’: “What the Lord requires of thee 
is to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God.” Let us do these things 
honestly and sincerely, with our whole heart, 
and our victory will be assured.
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