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PEOPLE are in the habit of acting a part: they do 
not lay bare the secret sentiments of their hearts. 

Should it happen to them to undergo acute mental suf-
fering, they contain themselves when in the company 
of their fellow men. It is only in the company of inti-
mate friends that they allow the tears to flow and their 
bitterness and grief to show. They find, indeed, it does 
them good to tell their grief to a friendly soul, and to 
feel the sympathy of one who understands them. Those 
who have no one to whom to unbosom themselves and 
have to bottle up their sorrow, are in many cases quite 
overborne by the things that make them suffer so cruelly.

On the other hand, there are people to whom every-
thing in life appears to come easily. Everything in the 
world succeeds for them. Honour and prosperity are 
theirs. Others obtain their ends by employing cunning 
and flattery. In this way, some rise very high on the so-
cial scale. Of course, they are always the few, for that is 
how it is among the human race. A few are in power, 
and all the rest are so many poor slaves at the mercy 
of their rulers. However, they all — whether great or 
small, or rulers or slaves — finally have to go down 
into the grave. All, though they know it not, are in the 
service of the Adversary, who is the “god of this world”. 
It is he, at present, who governs the world because our 
first parents chose him as their advisor, and turned a 
deaf ear to the kind warnings of the Most High God, 
dragging their entire race with them into misfortune.

The Lord God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
has his Throne in the centre of the universe. From his 
Throne radiate the vital and the physical rays that set 
the solar systems in motion, of which ours is the one we 
know best. The sun, in turn, gives forth rays of light and 
of heat which animate the Earth. It fetches the water 
from the oceans on to the continents by the process of 
evaporation and of condensation into rain.

Everything in the universe is in circulation: the stars 
in space, the water on Earth, and the blood in man’s 
body. All these motions have the same cause. They 
are regulated by the Universal Law which requires all 
things to exist for the good of all others. The sun makes 
the plants germinate, the water water the land, and so 
forth. All things exist for the common good. One serves 
another without charge and with devotion, kindness 
and love, for everything that originates from the Al-
mighty is beneficial and apt to bless.

The organisation of the kingdom of Satan

So, at present, mankind are ruled by Satan, the Ad-
versary. That is why, in the place of altruism which is 
divine, it is egoism that governs the world and prevails 
everywhere. Mankind do not keep the Universal Law; 
they do not exist for the good of their fellows; they do 
nothing without charging for it, for they are suggestion-
ized by the spirit of the Adversary and of his demons. 
That is why there is so much adversity on our planet 
which used to be a wonderful Paradise. It is the Devil, 
he who made himself the god of this world, who has 
led men into this sorry situation. Faced with the dif-
ficulties and the dangers which followed their disobe-
dience, Satan at first suggested to mankind that they 
should become cave dwellers for the purpose of gaining 
shelter. Since then, he has had them make immense 
progress to make the concentration camp in which he 
maintains them, more bearable.

Now, among the nations which call themselves civi-
lised and Christian, Satan has installed choice modern 
comfort and all manner of sciences, of wisdom and of 
philanthropy, not to mention religions. To govern them, 
the nations have civil, military and religious authorities 
which, whatever they are doing, are always acting a 
part. People never say what they think because they 
wish to appear to be what they are not in reality. From 
the top to the bottom of the social ladder, there is noth-
ing but lies and deceit. All have interests of their own 
to defend, and, for that purpose, commit all sorts of vile 
things. To win applause, to get oneself elected and to 
receive honours, one will crawl, lie and even ruin the 
reputation of one’s fellows.

In the kingdom of Satan, there are also judicial 
authorities which also put on an act. There are nota-
ries who draw up deeds of sale of land without ever 
consulting the legitimate Owner of the Earth, Who is 
the Almighty, which makes it possible for the luckiest 
people, the wiliest and the most enterprising and am-
bitious, to monopolise the land. To be sure, they are 
unable to keep it forever. The time comes, after a few 
years, when the would-be owner has to pass on, and 
then he becomes the property of the land.

Because of all those monopolisers, the great majority 
of mankind live a wretched life. So, this is the regime 
of oppression and of bondage. It is the sceptre of the 
rulers and the rod of the wicked, relentlessly striking 

the backs of poor humanity who has placed itself in the 
Adversary’s hands. It does not know that it is directed 
by Satan and that it is he who has set up all the civil 
and military authorities, built up the many religions 
there are on Earth.

God’s Kingdom will forever take the place of Satan’s

The time has come for mankind to be informed of its 
true circumstances and also to receive the means to 
alter them for the purpose of achieving its true destiny. 
Till today, it has been slipping downhill to death; now, it 
is invited to climb up and to head for life and happiness. 
Naturally, for that purpose, no longer must anyone be 
a slave of the Adversary. His yoke must be shaken off, 
and the outstretched hand of the Lord must be grasped, 
for he is going to set up his Kingdom on Earth forever. 
He does not want slaves open to exploitation, but sons 
who are beloved, cherished and led along the way of 
altruism, which leads to life and blessing.

Malachi gives us a preview of the present time. He 
tells us the Lord sees from Heaven, Above, the people 
who wish to serve Him and who speak to each other, 
seeking a way out of humanity’s desperate pass. The 
Lord has had a Book of Remembrance written for them 
in which all his counsel is granted to them, so that they 
may learn his ways and be informed of what God has 
in store for them with immense kindness and almighty 
wisdom. That message informs us that even before the 
foundation of the world, God prepared a wonderful 
feast for the nations. On that day, He will wipe away 
all tears and will do away with death forever.

Why has that wonderful news not been given out 
before today, now, at the very end of the Gospel Age? 
Because the sacrifice of our dear Saviour was required 
firstly. And then, through the 2,000 years of the Gospel 
Age, when the Gospel had to be preached, there had to 
be the calling and the shaping of the Little Flock, the 
144,000 Consecrated mentioned in the Bible and cho-
sen out of the human race. They are the people who as-
sociate with our dear Saviour in paying the Ransom for 
mankind, having firstly been justified by the precious 
blood of Christ, immolated for the sins of the world.

The number of the 144,000 is now complete. The last 
are completing their sacrifice. That is why the effects 
of the Ransom paid by Christ and his Little Flock, can 
now make their appearance; the condemnation that has 
been bearing on mankind for 6,000 years as a result 
of Adam’s Fall, can now be removed. Another result of 
this is that we are coming to the end of the Adversary’s 
kingdom. It will be ended by a frightful catastrophe 
and will make room for setting up the Kingdom of 
God on Earth.

Ottilie the rebel

SHE should be named Anna! The parish  
 priest decided, when he heard that his 

faithful member Mrs. B. had just given birth 
to her second child, in a very modest straw- 
thatched home. Yes, father, but we have al-
ready chosen a name for our daughter. We 
would like her to be named Ottilie, the mother 
remarked shyly out of fear of reprisal, to cause 
as little anger as possible. But the priest was 
not going to give up his idea anymore than 
the parents. In the end, however, as the 
parents remained steadfast in their decision, 
the minister finally baptized the baby Otti- 
lie. 

Sometime later, the B. family  moved from 
the bocage in Vendee to a beautiful island in 
the Atlantic Ocean. There, Ottilie spent her 
youth. It was a very happy time, despite the 
great poverty of the family, which in time 
included two more girls and three boys.  

The mother of these children cared for 
them like a mother hen for its chicks. She 
was always in fear something could happen 
to them. Even in the middle of the night, she 
would get up to make sure no harm would 
befall her beloved children. Gregory often 
wondered what the matter was, when he 
heard his wife getting up. He would wor-
riedly ask her: 

“What’s the matter, Flora? Are you sick?” 
“No, no, no, Gregory, I’m fine, but I’m 

worried about the children, so I have to go 
and see that they are all right and if they are 
sleeping peacefully.” 

Quietly, the mother went to their bed-
room...yes, they were all sleeping soundly 
and breathing normally. Moved, she looked 
at them for a moment, thinking how beau-
tiful they were in their youthful innocence, 
from the oldest to the youngest. Reassured, 
she would go back to sleep. And this scene 
repeated itself almost every night. Gregory 

no longer noticed the nightly wanderings of 
his wife, nor did he worry anymore. 

After the carefree time spent in the peaceful 
surroundings of their beloved home, Ottilie 
soon reached school age. Flora, who had had 
a solid religious education, was very deter-
mined for her children to be educated in the 
same way. So, in her eyes, an independent 
school was the best choice. 

For Ottilie, the teachings would begin in 
the community. The children of the B. family 
were the poorest in the whole school. They 
were belittled and even scorned by the other 
children, as it was impossible for the parents 
to bring the nuns presents. And not without 
reason! In their food safe was just enough for 
their needs, so as not to starve. Unfriendly 
warnings and severe lashes with the ruler to 
the fingers, were the order of the day. 

Ottilie’s heart was so burdened that she just 
had to tell someone at home. Flora, who was 
still like a clucking hen, would not allow her 

children to become scapegoats. Courageous-
ly, she decided to see the mother superior, 
to tell her, in no uncertain terms, she would 
take her daughter to another school, where 
no distinction was made between rich and 
poor. 

Despite this move, Ottilie still had to take 
part in the religious instructions, mass and 
vesper every Sunday. There, she shaped her 
image of God through the example the reli-
gious leaders set, who themselves were not 
always good models of gentleness, humility, 
righteousness, honesty and kindness. This 
situation started to fill her with contempt for 
anything that had to do with religion. So, 
she resigned herself to the religious lessons 
and swallowed her anger, thinking: “When 
I’m grown up, I’ll never, never again attend 
a mass or set foot in a church.” This was 
particularly so, when she had to stand in the 
hallway of the church, because she was not 
a member of the confessional school. This 

Mankind is going to regain its destiny
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This will be the end of the reign of falsehood, of op-
pression, of bondage, of pain, of sickness and of death, 
and then will begin the reign of peace, of joy, of glad-
ness, of health and of life. All who have gone down 
into the graves shall rise again. It will be the reign of 
harmony, of altruism and of everlasting life on Earth. 
Mankind will become children of God, as Adam was 
before he fell, and as all his race ought to have been.

The Earth will become Paradise once more as it was 
before the Fall. All pain will have disappeared, the rod 
of the wicked will be broken, the sceptre of the rul-
ers will have lost its power, and all the land will be at 
peace and at rest, as the prophet informs us. The for-
mer things will have passed away, and all things will 
have become new.

They are the inexpressible prospects and the wonder-
ful assurances given by the Work of Redemption done 
by our dear Saviour, accompanied by his true Church 
made up of no more than 144,000 members in all and 
forever, and chosen, educated, established and utterly 
transformed in the course of the 2,000 years of the 
Heavenly Calling. Paul the apostle speaks to that Royal 
Priesthood as follows: “I therefore urge you, Brothers, 
in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service.”

On examining the mentality of the very many mem-
bers of the churches of this world, one cannot fail to 
perceive that it does not have the characteristics of the 
true Church. As a matter of fact, all through the Gospel 
Age, the true Church has been a hidden mystery. All 
the rest are spurious; they are not governed by God’s 
Holy Spirit but by the Adversary’s spirit, which is ex-
ceedingly religious, whereas God has nothing to do 
with religiousness.

After all, the Kingdom of God began with our dear 
Saviour when he came to Earth to set it up among the 
human race, laying down his life to redeem mankind. 
The Work of the Son of God and of his Church, was 
prefigured in the Old Covenant (Old Testament) in 
Israel by the Day of Atonement. It was symbolised by 
the sacrifice of animals.

During the Gospel Age, on the other hand, true 
atonement, the real one, was faithfully carried out by 
the High Priest and the Royal Priesthood, that is Jesus 
Christ and the members of his Body, the last of whom 
are about to reveal themselves to mankind as its libera-
tors. That is why today, all the Adversary’s doings and 
all the falseness of his kingdom, are being exposed. 
Everything is being laid bare; nothing remains hidden. 
Mankind are being informed of everything. Those who 
wish for it can be of the glorious body of “the meek”, 
who fear the Lord and are called to inherit the Earth.

For this purpose, it is essential to turn one’s back on 
the ways of the god of this world, and resolutely and 
utterly to get away from them to get into harmony with 
the Almighty and to submit to his programme which 
consists in living altruistically, regulating one’s life by 
the principles of the Universal Law.

Those principles are to exist to do good and never 
to do harm, to get into unison with the universe which 
moves obediently in the great circulation of love. It is, 
in short, simply to carry out this divine thought which 
is the vehicle of life and happiness: “Love God above 
all and your neighbour as yourself”: ”Do this, and you 
will live.”

The Kingdom of God, today already, is beginning to 
be set up in the hearts of all who are well disposed and 
hunger and thirst for justice and truth. It stands for the 
blessed time which the prophet describes thus: “Flow-
ers are appearing on the earth. The time for singing has 
come.” We can hasten it by cultivating the sentiments 
that create it in us and around us, to the glory of God.

The “left-behinds” of progress
Everywhere, one can see how workers are being in-
creasingly replaced by robots in industries and by self-
checkout (self-service checkout) machines in large su-
permarkets. Of course, these machines do not demand 
wages, do not go on strike and do not get hungry. In 
the European newspaper 20 Minutes, from the 31st of 
March 2017, we read the following short article:

Robots are taking over many jobs
Between 1990 and 2007, the introduction of indus- 
trial robots caused the loss of 670,000 jobs in the USA. 
That is the conclusion of Daron Acemoglu from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and of 
Pascual Restrepo from Boston University. Both of these 
renowned economists have studied the real effects of 
automation and have presented the first analysis of the 
available data. Even if this loss is less serious than the 
2 million jobs that have been moved to China, this is 
not less concerning, because it is just the beginning: 
the number of machines that no longer need human 
supervision is expected to quadruple.

Further discoveries: wages have fallen slightly, and 
the disappearance of jobs affects entire areas, for exam-
ple, Detroit, without being balanced by new jobs. This 
is a bad surprise for both economists who, last year, 
estimated that automation would benefit the creation 
of new qualified jobs. “The conclusion is that even if 
overall employment and wages recover, there will be 
losers in the process, and it’s going to take a very long 
time for these communities to recover,” summarized 
Daron Acemoglu. This study should also interest West-
ern Europe. There, from 1993 to 2007, 1.6 new industrial 
robots were added for every 1,000 workers, while the 
USA added 1.

By us progressively replacing humans with robots, 
we are clearly causing the dehumanization of our so-
ciety. It seems to be clear that the financial interests of 
some people are more important than the vital needs 
of other people. Numerous workers have seen them-
selves robbed of their jobs. And when one takes away 
their livelihood, they feel like they have lost all their 
personal value and are hated and rejected. Then, one 
can fall into depression when one sees oneself so de-
graded and become “useless” to society in one blow, 
because robots are better than one!

It is profoundly sad that marvellous human abilities 
and qualities are being continuously devalued for the 
profits of automatic machines. Humanity undoubtedly 
needs this experience and even a great crisis, for it to 
notice and understand that people should have the 
central place in society, and for it to be clear that there 
are not only economic and financial factors, but, also 
and above all, social and moral factors that are the 
guarantee for a harmonious and prosperous society.

We could quote many more examples where we see 
that money destroys everything. Apostle Paul said with 
good reason that “the love of money is the root of all 
evil”. Even if his words are almost 2,000 years old, they 
are more relevant than ever. He also said: “People who 
want to get rich fall into temptation and are trapped 
by many foolish and harmful desires that plunge them 
into ruin and destruction.” 1 Timothy 6: 9.

The capitalistic system lets a country prosper for a 
while, but when it has exploited and exhausted eve-
rything around it, it goes to other countries where its 
wealthy people continue to shamelessly enrich them-
selves but leave behind an economic crisis and general 
despair in the working class. One should not expect 
any type of pity or any sense of humanity from the ac-
tors in this system. Be it in automation or be it in the 
movement of jobs to another country, their ultimate 
goal is always the increase of their wealth and power.

That is how the world has been since humankind 

detached itself from its true Benefactor, the Almighty, 
and the entire Earth was subjected to the damaging 
leadership of Satan. The latter uses a part of humankind 
to torment the other. But the end of his reign is certain. 
And so is the end of money’s. Christ came to pay the 
Ransom for humanity, to pull it out of the claws of the 
Adversary and to reconcile it with its Creator. The last 
crisis that humanity will have to go through will be ter-
rible and have worldwide effects, but it will definitively 
free the Earth of false wealth, and those who cling to 
the latter will not be able to exist. God will only grant 
his protection to those whose heart is well disposed and 
who seek true wealth: goodness, justice, peace, unity 
and the happiness and well-being of all.

Money will be replaced by family love, and robots by 
people who will be God’s earthly children who happily 
collaborate with all their strength and all their heart in 
the Work of their heavenly Father. The field of activ-
ity will be enormous and glorious: to restore the whole 
world to turn it into Paradise. There will be no more 
unemployment, no more slavery, no more poor and no 
more fear. Humanity will be free of its terrible Enemy. 
All people will joyfully welcome their new Master, 
Christ, the one who lowered and sacrificed himself to 
pay their debts and comfort them forever.

“Teach us to number our days.” 
Ps. 90: 12

From the French-language newspaper Ouest-France on 
Tuesday the 8th of August 2017, we quote the article 
by Jacques le Goff, which drew our attention:

Let us control the speeding up of time.
Point of view by Jacques le Goff, a French historian 
and emeritus university professor.

To estimate the distance between geographical points, 
one no longer says “kilometres” but “hours and min-
utes”: [in the northwestern region of Brittany in France] 
the city of Rennes is 1½ hours from Paris, and the city of 
Quimper is 3½. For time to replace distance, is a chal-
lenge that one overcomes by going faster. Of course, 
who cries about the 5 or 6 hours that were recently 
necessary to travel from the northwestern coastal tip of 
Brittany to Paris? Not to mention the 5 or 6 days that 
were necessary before the construction of the railway 
in the 1860s!

At the same time, one cannot avoid asking oneself 
how useful this profound change in society is, which 
produces this speed. Of course, it is a matter of gaining 
time and of improving the so-called productivity of our 
existence in all areas.

In the kitchen, for example, a revolutionary change 
was the pressure cooker and then later the microwave 
oven. Technology has split a second into less than mil-
lionths and billionths of a second: a “femtosecond” [10-15 
of a second], a “zeptosecond” [10-21 of a second] and 
a “yoctosecond” [10-24 of a second], so that the end of 
a process gets closer to its beginning, which is called 
“real time”.

It is a fact that we spend a large part of our lives 
at work, and that is why our time is influenced by it 
in order to acquire machines to…gain time, at least 
in principle. Then, there is a long list of devices for 
amusement, which are waiting for us in our free time.

Not to mention cars, about which Ivan Illich (a Euro-
pean philosopher) has shown that when one calculates 
their speed by taking into account the time necessary for 
their purchase and maintenance, their speed is slower 
than a pedestrian! The more powerful and therefore 
more expensive a car is, the slower it is! One thinks 
about Jacques Ellul (a French philosopher) who asked 
a proud driver who drove from Paris to the city of Bor-
deaux at 100 km/h (in 1928) and saved 15 minutes of 
time: “What did you do with that 15 minutes?” The 
driver was lost for words.

situation she found totally unjust and made 
her feel even more resistant. 

The celebration of the first communion 
arrived, it was a most festive day. Flora was 
over the moon, as she had put her whole 
heart and all her savings into making this 
day the most festive occasion, which every 
body would remember for years to come. 
The morning of the set Sunday, she would 
walk around her daughter to inspect all the 
details of her clothing. For Ottilie, it was im-
possible to contain her tension and irritation 
any longer, and she promptly earned herself 
a slap over the ear, which calmed her down 
immediately. But in her heart was bitterness 
and dull indignation: “So, this is religion!” 

Then, war broke out with all its accompany-
ing fear and many deprivations. Ottilie experi-
enced this time of hell in total disbelief. “How 
could such a pitiful situation exist, while the 
sky above was blue and everybody could 
have been living contently under its splen-

dour? Birds sang in the trees, while women 
wept with terrible fear for the lives of their 
husbands and sons whom they had to farewell 
into the unknown. Flowers blossomed in the 
gardens and spread their gentle fragrance. 
All of nature lived in perfect harmony, from 
the finest moss to the most majestic cedar, 
while human beings were killing each other 
like wild beasts. Suffering and death: were 
they the purpose for living?” But there was 
no answer to all these questions. Even the 
clergy remained silent. 

Then, France was occupied by enemy 
troops. What agony for Ottilie, who in her 
own way loved her motherland, and who 
now discovered many emotions stirring in 
the depth of her heart! Yet, when she saw 
the occupying soldiers march past, she felt 
some kind of empathy for these men, and 
thought: “They would no doubt rather be at 
home with their families. And all these cap-
tured Frenchmen...how sad this is!” 

Peter, the eldest son, had just celebrated 
his 22nd birthday when he received the order 
to enlist and join his countrymen working in 
Germany. One hundred meters from Peter’s 
home, the bus, which was supposed to take 
him and his comrades away, was waiting. Yet 
Peter had decided not to be on it. He told 
his mother before he left, not to worry about 
him, that he was not going to join the others, 
but that he would go off in another direction, 
sending her news as soon as possible to calm 
her. This way, he explained, if anyone asked 
for his whereabouts, she could truthfully say 
she did not know. 

He packed the most essential things, 
embraced his relatives and headed for the 
dunes to reach the mainland via the sea. 
Throughout the time of the war, he stayed 
underground and from time to time sent his 
parents messages. 

Ottilie grew from a child into a young 
woman, and, as she had promised herself, 

never again set foot in a church. That never-
theless did not stop her from maintaining an 
open empathetic heart for the misfortunes of 
others. What could she do to help in this time 
of mental and physical hardship? Moved by 
her merciful soul, she offered her services in 
a hospital. She was determined to make the 
best of her abilities and be useful in her life. 
What joy and what reward, when she noticed 
how she was able to give some relief to the ill! 

With her care, Ottilie had found her pur-
pose and drew immense joy from it. Yet an 
ill wind was to mar her peace. It was on a 
Sunday morning and came in the form of a 
woman who was her superior. Sister Bertha 
came to the ward very early that morning, 
where Ottilie was carrying out her duty with 
great responsibility. She spoke to her in that 
tone of voice which did not allow any discus-
sion: “You will go to mass today!” 

“That is not my duty, it is yours,” answered 
Ottilie in the same tone of voice. Extremely 
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That could also be our spontaneous reaction today, 
because we are pursued by speed due to worrying about 
doing as much as possible in as little time as possible, 
which is a basic rule of calculated economics. One of 
our big problems comes from subjecting our private life 
and our leisure, to the logic of the performance of our 
professional activity. Time must be filled to the maxi-
mum, in a stressed rush, out of fear of losing a small 
amount of passing time. Out of fear of death? Without 
mentioning the increasing impatience that subjects our 
universe to the law of the “double click”: “I want to, 
and therefore, I can.” That is where the overvalue of 
the present time comes from, without reference to the 
past or the future.

Everything happens so quickly that we are thrown 
away from ourselves by spinning force. The popularity 
of meditation books shows that people are becoming 
aware of this. This also applies to the request of “slow”, 
which praises homemade food as well as moving to 
the country. That is the only to get back into harmony 
with oneself, with others and with the world: a type of 
withdrawal that makes us sensitive again.

Let us use holidays to convince ourselves that “if 
we do not take time, time will take us”, as expressed 
by the movie director Gilles Vernet in his charming 
French documentary film Tout s’accélère [Everything 
is speeding up]. 

Our relationship with time is part of a much bigger 
perspective than is considered by the author of the ar-
ticle. It is the reflection of our condition as sinners, as 
condemned people. In fact, the response by Jacques 
Ellul to the driver who had just driven at 100 km/h from 
Paris to Bordeaux and had thereby saved 15 minutes, 
was perfectly apt. What do we do with the time we 
save by us moving quicker?

We have no time. That is why everything must go 
quicker and quicker, and why waiting time must be 
reduced and, if possible, made up for, in order to obtain 
real time. In fact, we should ask ourselves if, instead of 
saving time, we are actually not losing it. In the above 
article, it talks about the time necessary to travel from 
Brittany to Paris. But, above all, it would be necessary 
to ask oneself whether it is really useful for us to travel 
like this. This consideration applies to all our activities. 
If we are honest with ourselves, it becomes clear to us 
that we have a “worthless way of life”, as expressed 
in the Holy Scriptures. 1 Peter 1: 18.

It is also remarkable that time is not “speeding up”. 
It is our perception of time that changes. A minute to-
day still lasts 60 seconds, as it did 200 or 300 hundred 
years ago. But with modern means of communication 
and transport, we can do more things in less time. This 
makes us feel like we are under pressure and stress. 
We absolutely “must not miss” the train or the plane. 
We “must answer” our ringing mobile (cell) phone. We 
“must immediately respond” to a received email. How 
many other constraints are there, which we cannot or 
do not want to deprive ourselves of?

Time does not matter to God. The psalmist says about 
God: “In your eyes, 1,000 years are like a passing day 
or a few night hours” (Psalm 90: 4). One can ask one-
self, why is it not the same for us. It is our condition of 
sinners that measures time for us. Because “the wages 
of sin is death”, we do not have eternity before us. For 
this reason, our time is limited.

We therefore want to properly use and not waste 
the time we have, but selfishness urges us to use it for 
ourselves. This is where we lose our way. In fact, hu-
mankind was created and placed under a law that we 
call “universal” because it rules the entire universe. 
According to this Universal Law, every thing and be-
ing in Heaven and on Earth, should exist for the good 
of others and have communion with others. We should 
use our time — which, by the way, does not belong to 
us — for those around us and for our environment, or 
otherwise said, to be a benefactor. And as the equiva-

lent for our line of conduct, we receive health and life.
Because, perhaps without knowing it, a person’s des-

tiny, based on the Universal Law, is to be a benefactor 
to one’s fellow people. One therefore does not have a 
right to exist if one does not exist for the good of one’s 
neighbour. Sin has diverted us from these principles, but 
we know that in the Reign of Justice, which will soon 
be established on Earth, all people will become broth-
ers and sisters who love each other and live forever, 
thanks to the sacrifice of the beloved Son of God and 
his blood that so generously flowed on the Cross for us.

People will no longer number their days, “for as the 
days of a tree, so will be the days of my people” (Isa-
iah 65: 22). They will no longer want to save time and 
also no longer lose it. This will be life and happiness 
for all and forever.

The ruinous power of money
In the following article, taken from the monthly French-
language health magazine En Marche No. 1538, dated 
2 April 2015, we read some interesting thoughts from a 
philosopher about money and its place in our society.

What Money Can’t Buy:
The Moral Limits of Markets

Upon close observation, especially from the viewpoint of 
our American neighbours, everything, or almost every-
thing, can be bought. Michael J. Sandel [an American 
political philosopher, professor at Harvard University, 
and author of the above-mentioned book] has been 
gathering examples for 15 years. You will be surprised 
by everything that can be put into dollar terms [that 
can be put a price on], even in areas that we thought 
were protected. However…

[In overcrowded Chinese hospitals] an appointment 
ticket to see the doctor, with the guarantee of having an 
appointment on the same day…can be bought. A shaved 
head on which advertising is temporarily tattooed…can 
be bought. An unemployed person or a pensioner who 
stands in a queue for someone else to buy a ticket, to 
attend a government hearing, or to receive medical 
advice…can be bought. A right to immigrate…can be 
bought. The regular attendance of students at lectures 
that are required by lecturers…can be bought. A pre-
ventative treatment for withdrawal from tobacco or for 
weight loss…can be bought. The name of a stadium, 
the souvenirs of teams and even the ground on which 
a baseball star stood during an important game…can 
be bought. A late arrival at the end of the workday 
to pick up one’s child from day care…can be bought. 
The horoscope of a star…can be bought. An insurance 
against a fine for fare dodging on public transport…
can be bought. And so forth…

“The most fateful change that unfolded during the 
past three decades was not an increase in greed. It 
was the expansion of markets, and of market values, 
into spheres of life where they don’t belong. Without 
quite realizing it, we have drifted from having a mar-
ket economy to being a market society. Is this where 
we want to be?” says Michael J. Sandel. The logic of 
the market is about to become a single viewpoint from 
which the usefulness or the quality of a product or an 
attitude is judged… When personal relationships, fam-
ily life, care and civic life can be bought, we should be 
worried, recommends this philosopher.

There are also increasingly loud objections against 
total commercialization. Firstly, it is a question of jus-
tice. With the monopoly of the power of money, the rich 
are privileged; the poor are forced to sell an object or a 
part of themselves, which they would not have done if 
they had had the means to avoid it. The care for justice 
rests on a moral ideal, which this philosopher calls “the 
ideal of consent”. Does someone really consent to sell 
something? Is it really voluntary? At what point can 
one talk about a just business?

Finally, it is a question about the respect for the 
value of goods. Michael J. Sandel speaks about cor-
ruption. “We often associate corruption with ill-gotten 
gains. But corruption refers to more than bribes and 
illicit payments. To corrupt a good or a social practice 
is to degrade it, to treat it according to a lower mode 
of valuation than is appropriate to it.” To make him-
self understandable, the philosopher gives examples. 
Here, it is education. Children are not paid to learn to 
read and write. Why? Because one can see that the 
purpose of education is not only to get good marks. 
And because one does not believe that education only 
has the goal of making a human being competitive in 
the labour market. But because one also considers that 
the development of intellectual abilities is a part of per-
sonal development. Briefly said, one gives education 
a special value. To put a value on this would be to get 
on the wrong track and to eventually harm it. Without 
necessarily giving it any benefit. Because money or 
reward would restrict our motivation. On the contrary, 
the conviction of acting properly or the given interest in 
the task to be fulfilled, would produce better results…

Some economists compare altruism, generosity, soli-
darity and civic sense with scarce resources that one 
should treat carefully so that they do not run out. Michael 
J. Sandel, among others, on the contrary, claims that 
they become bigger with practice, like muscle training, 
so that they do not disappear. He argues that we should 
not labour under any illusions in the debate about the 
common good and that we should think about the place 
of the market in our society. Where it helps. Where it 
harms. [As Michael J. Sandel concludes: “The question 
of markets is really a question about how we want to 
live together. Do we want a society where everything is 
up for sale? Or are there certain moral and civic goods 
that markets do not honor and money cannot buy?”]

When one thinks about what humankind is capable 
of doing in the name of money, currently and histori-
cally, by committing terrible crimes and the blackest 
injustices, then it is hard to imagine that money “serves” 
society in the noble sense of the word. It mainly serves 
human selfishness and causes nothing but disunity eve-
rywhere. It is the driving force of war and the greatest 
support of the unjust system that has existed on Earth 
for thousands of years.

When the author suggests that it is important to think 
about what place the market has in our society so that 
it does not gain the upper hand over human values, 
then this is already a realization in the direction of a 
balanced society. But when one opens one’s eyes just 
a little more, one reaches the conclusion that money 
cannot contribute anything and that the injustices, the 
disputes, the atrocities and the suffering that it causes, 
do not justify its place in society. Some markets are a 
disgrace, but they unfortunately have a significant place 
in the world economy.

One buys children to exploit them; one profits from 
women in poverty for “sex tourism”. One deals in drugs. 
One buys and sells war planes, nuclear warheads and 
all other weapons in the arsenals on the market… Some 
countries hire terrorizing militias to carry out their per-
verse plans. And they can even buy silence in order to 
cover up their misdeeds…

And how many other wrongful markets are there 
when one considers the exploitation of the land and the 
natural resources in countries that are called “develop-
ing countries” or “third-world countries” where their 
wealth mainly makes the rich countries even richer. 
Can one here speak of “fair trade” or “consensual 
exchange” when distress and desperation have led to 
someone selling something or themself? What a poor 
world it is when the strong exploit the weak and when 
the rich profit from the poor!

We realize that money exerts its power everywhere 
on Earth, like a despot who holds all of humanity in his 
powerful arms and enslaves it. In the midst of the social 

angry and above all humiliated and outraged, 
the sister ran off over the behaviour of this 
rebel, while everybody obeyed her every 
word and made for the chapel. 

Sister Bertha, however, was not about to 
give up the fight. “So, this youngster believes 
she can resist me. I’ll show her!” The daily 
frictions between these two women stead-
ily grew. Ottilie’s anger increased more and 
more, and Sister Bertha took advantage of 
her authority by measuring out hard punish-
ment. Ottilie tolerated this subordination with 
clenched teeth until the day she was taken 
off her duty to care for the sick. This was the 
last straw, and as her feelings towards Sister 
Bertha went from bad to worse, she decided 
to pack up and leave the hospital for good. 

What joy to be able to welcome Peter back 
from the war with open arms! The eldest son 
took up his place again in the family, as did 
all the other prisoners who returned to their 
homeland. Peace was established, the beau-

tiful days would come back, and everybody 
could again be able to bloom in the comfort 
of security. 

Unfortunately, however, this lovely azure- 
blue sky would soon cloud over again. Mis-
fortune, a terrible misfortune, the biggest 
disaster imaginable, that they were totally 
unprepared for, was to strike a brutal blow 
to the B. family. Peter, in the prime of his life, 
was to be blown to shreds by a shell left by 
the war. This heavy stroke of fate completely 
shattered Ottilie and her family. From this 
day on, all became sad and dark. 

Death past over and stole this young man 
to place him in the coldness of the grave. 
Ottilie often went there, hoping to find con-
solation and to recapture memories of the 
presence of her older brother. But his grave 
stayed closed and cold. The birds sang, the 
flowers bloomed and the sun shone, yet Ot-
tilie neither heard nor saw anything. With 
her eyes fixed on the square piece of dirt that 

had swallowed Peter, she murmured in her 
heartbreaking grief: “Never again will I be 
able to see him; never again will I be able to 
talk to him. It is finished, over for ever.” After 
these disappointing pilgrimages, she would 
return home to find there her heartbroken and 
shattered parents. Flora’s hair had gone white 
within a few days. It was horrible, shocking 
and hopeless. 

Yet, life went on: a lustreless dull little life, 
where every day was sad, a sadness which 
was unable to heal. In Ottilie’s heart, the 
wound stayed open. There was no friendly 
or helping hand to connect with or soothe to 
ease the pain, no remedy to heal and help 
forget, no hope, no support and no consola-
tion. Nothing, absolutely nothing that could 
give life back its purpose. 

At the beginning of the war, Ottilie had 
met a young man, who, like many others, had 
to leave his family. She had completely lost 
contact with him. But Gilbert had not forgot-

ten her. Therefore, on his return from prison, 
after many tribulations, his first visit was to 
search for the young woman. And what was 
it that he felt compelled to tell her? 

Ottilie was all ears! Gilbert spoke to her 
about God! She was totally taken by surprise 
at first, then hesitated instinctively. Yet, what 
a miracle! Coming from Gilbert, this Name, 
which she could not believe in, took on a 
different feeling. So, she listened respectfully 
and, one might say, even with some inter-
est. From where came this strange feeling 
of peace, which seemed to stream into her 
heart? It was like a ray of hope in the dark 
tunnel. It was God, the true God. Now, she 
had met Him through Gilbert’s accounts: 
Gilbert, who had given up his unsuccessful 
attempts at religious practises, to now enter 
the school of the divine Master. 

That’s how the message of Truth could 
pour into Ottilie’s innermost being with such 
conviction. 
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and economic systems that are regulated by money, it 
has a power that cannot be harmonized with justice, 
because it is aimed against decency, against respect for 
others and against fairness. Furthermore, this power 
breaks doors open and even violates sacred things, 
making humankind lose its dignity and causing tears 
and blood to flow.

Money most certainly stinks: it spreads a repulsive 
odour of injustice, at least for those who still have a 
sense of justice and uprightness. But for those who 
are used to it and who violate their conscience, money 
does not stink, as an ancient proverb says…but never-
theless, they will one day have to explain and justify 
themselves to those whom they deceived, misused and 
exploited: on the Day of Resurrection when humankind 
will come back to life in the Kingdom of God, which 
will be the Reign of Justice. The Almighty has thus 
explained it through his prophet: “I will make justice 
the measuring line and righteousness the level. Hail 
shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and water shall 
flood the hiding place (Isaiah 28: 17). Then, there will 
be no more money, and those who based their power 
on it will be removed.

The Holy Scripture predicts the definitive collapse of 
money. We read in the Book of Revelation: “Alas, alas, 
that great city Babylon, that mighty city! For in a single 
hour, your judgement has come. And the merchants of 
the Earth shall weep and mourn over her, for no one 
buys their merchandise anymore: the merchandise of 
gold, silver, precious stones, pearls, fine linen, purple 
cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all types of scented wood, all 
types of ivory, all types of precious wood, and bronze, 
iron, marble, cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frank-
incense, wine, olive oil, fine flour, wheat, cattle, sheep, 
horses, chariots, slaves and human lives. And the fruit 
your soul longed for is gone from you. All your luxury 
and splendour are gone for ever, never to be recov-
ered. The merchants who sold these things, who were 
made rich by her, shall stand at a distance, in fear of 
her torment. They shall weep and wail, and say, alas, 
alas, that great city was clothed in fine linen, purple 
and scarlet, and was adorned with gold, precious stones 
and pearls! In one hour, such great wealth has been 
destroyed!” Revelation 18: 10–17.

The invention and the use of money are obvious 
signs of humanity’s condemnation. Humankind needs 
artificial values to balance its deceptive trade because 
it does not know true values. They are found in love 
for others, in true love, the only currency that is valid 
in God’s Kingdom, which shall soon be established on 
Earth. People will learn to love each other, impartial-
ity will be the agenda, and human society will prosper 
magnificently and function perfectly because everyone 
will consider their fellow person as their brother or sister 
and will endeavour to care for their needs in a natural 
and generous way. Everyone will consider others, which 

will lead to nothing lacking, whatever it may be. In 
this way, people will understand that they do not need 
money to live and that this was a terrible deception by 
the Adversary, Satan, who made use of money to divide 
people in order to thereby rule over them.

They will observe the Law of Equivalents, which says 
that the more one receives, the more one owes. That 
admirable divine bookkeeping will keep everything in 
perfect balance and will create an intense circulation 
and a beneficial exchange among all people, from one 
end of the world to the other. Everything will be as 
free as the sun, which is given to us everyday from the 
Creator. There will be no more rent, because the Earth 
will be returned to its only Owner, the Almighty, Who 
created it and Who is entitled to it. He will share it out 
among “the meek” (the gentle), among those who love 
and practise good and who rejoice over it with respect 
for the well-being of all. They will the Almighty’s pro-
tégés, his beloved children whom He has redeemed, 
not with perishable gold or silver, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, the Lamb, without spot or blemish (1 
Peter 1: 18 and 19). Freed from servitude, they will 
make their way during the happy time when the New 
Earth will flourish and display its splendour. Money 
will be nothing more than a bad memory, and Isaiah’s 
prophecy will become a brilliant reality: “Come, all who 
are thirsty, come to the waters! And you who have no 
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price.” Isaiah 55: 1.

A fine lesson in altruism
From a German magazine, whose name and publica-
tion date were not given to us, we happily reproduce 
the following story that it is fitting to edify and enthuse 
all those who are interested in everything that is good 
and noble:

How a German shepherd bitch
became the mother of eight kittens

Anke Lüssenheide (a 16-year-old girl from the area of 
the Venner Moor Nature Reserve in the state of Lower 
Saxony, Germany) and Nina (a female German shep-
herd) were inseparable. Every lunch time when the 
teenager came home from school to her father’s farm, 
Nina waited for her and loudly expressed her joy.

But this time, it was different. It was impossible to 
find the bitch, which did not even respond when the 
teenager called her name. She unsuccessfully searched 
the whole house and finally went into the barn. She sud-
denly heard a soft meowing, and she soon discovered 
the dog surrounded by eight newborn kittens. The little 
ones had been abandoned and were pressing against her 
to enjoy the warmth of her body. Sitting on the window 
ledge, at a respectable distance, was Pinki, the kittens’ 

mother, which seemed to lack interest in her offspring 
and not to rise to the occasion.

Right away, the bitch and the kittens became insepa-
rable. Anke said: “Nina even developed motherly feel-
ings and fed the kittens with her own milk.”

That is no surprise, because this dog, which is now 7 
years old, has already had several experiences as a wet 
nurse. Two years ago, she replaced a sow for the latter’s 
seven little orphaned piglets. Last year, she raised five 
bunnies. She is a German shepherd with a big heart 
for little animals.

Pinki the cat undoubtedly felt overwhelmed by the 
birth of these eight little hungry ones and probably had 
no milk because of exhaustion, as sometimes happens in 
such cases. And Nina, the caring bitch, realizing what 
had happened, spontaneously presented herself to fill 
the gap. There is no need for lengthy explanations be-
tween animals in such circumstances, even if they are 
very different species. There is instant understanding, 
immediately followed by an act of charity.

It is also remarkable that her mammary glands, 
prompted by the feeling of saving the little newborns, 
started to secrete milk to feed and strengthen them! 
And without regard to the number of mouths to be 
fed! Only the maternal instinct commands in view of 
the little ones that need warmth, tenderness and the 
precious liquid on which their life depends.

What makes the above text even more meaningful 
is a magnificent photo that illustrates it, showing Nina 
the bitch lying on straw in the barn with the eight kit-
tens gathered around her — some of them are curious, 
several are dozing and others are playing — while she 
turns her wise and attentive head to the camera, show-
ing her two shiny, bright and expressive eyes. Aware of 
and committed to her task, she intends to fulfil it with 
dignity. That is what her attitude reflects.

One can also see her in a second photo, standing by 
her young mistress who is sitting on a stool and hold-
ing in her lap a basket in which the cute kittens are 
huddled together… What tender solicitude towards her 
protégés can be read in her eyes!

If one tries to picture her two previous rescues, both 
with the piglets and the bunnies, one may understand 
that, in her case, this is not an exceptional, but a natural 
reaction without discrimination towards those that are 
“disadvantaged by fate”.

What a fine lesson in altruism from this dog for us 
poor humans whose heart — hardened by money, pride 
and selfishness — cannot nobly react to destitution and 
who indulge in a mental state in which injustice and 
sectarianism are dominant!

However, the day is coming when divine light, con-
tained in the Gospel, will enlighten and lead everyone 
to brotherliness and sisterliness, for it is only with that 
that true happiness, health and eternal life can be found.

“What a revelation!” God does not punish, 
and because He is Love, He offered his only 
Son as Saviour to redeem all mankind from 
death. On Resurrection Day, Peter, too, will 
rise from his grave, and Ottilie will be able to 
talk to him again. “What a consolation!” All 
grieving mankind will return from oblivion 
and unfold into blissful happiness, honouring 
God’s divine law, this beautiful law of love, 
under which the Creater has placed all his 
creatures. The feeling of outrage against all 
religious people, which had been able to 
germinate and grow in Ottilie’s heart, left 
her steadily as she confronted herself and 
replaced it with awareness and forgiveness. 
God had seen her in her pain and, in his 
special humility, had Himself reached down 
to lead this erring little lamb, so long lost, 
back to the flock and into his care. At last, 
Ottilie could bathe and relax in the sun of 
his divine kindness. 

To bring all people the God of mercy and 
love, Ottilie and Gilbert decided in unity to 
go out and spread the message, to hasten the 
arrival of the new age, where nobody would 
ever again dishonour and misuse the holy 
Name of the Almighty. 

News in brief
of the Reign of Justice
We are powerfully encouraged when we are 
able to make out how the Lord directs all 
things for the good and the education of his 
dear children. The divine Word declares that 
the afflictions of the righteous are many, but 
that the Lord delivers him out of them all. If 
He allows the afflictions to come, that is to 
say material, physical and other difficulties, 
it is none the less certain that, to those who 
put the Kingdom of God before everything 
else, from all these trials, there can result only 
wonderful blessing. Thus is obtained a real 

education of the heart, and it will permit God’s 
child to deliver a truly magnificent testimony 
to those around him, in all humility and in real 
faith. More truly than ever before, we realise 
that humility accompanied by thankfulness, 
is the road to victory. That is why the Enemy 
brings everything to bear on keeping his 
slaves in pride and ingratitude. It is with those 
two sentiments of darkness that he is able to 
hold them at his mercy. How happy we are 
almost everywhere to come across brothers 
and sisters who understand these things more 
clearly every day! Of course, they are still in 
the minority, as they have been throughout 
the centuries of the calling of the Little Flock, 
and now still with the calling and formation 
of the Host of the Lord.

This state of things itself is also a trial. Some 
of our friends see only those who are not do-
ing what they ought to do, and are inclined 
to judge all things by that. Of course, their 
own hearts are in darkness and are incapable 
of reacting in the divine way. Others, on the 
other hand, whilst giving things their right 
names and not living in a dangerous illusion, 
are ever filled with great joy and take as their 
nourishment all things that are encouraging, 
the magnificent efforts being made by those 
who are faithful. They are those who are small 
in their own eyes, but whose hearts are so 
far purified, as not to see evil and not to be 
impressed by it. Taking the apostle’s advice, 
they occupy their minds with everything 
that is noble, good, virtuous, and worthy of 
praise. Thus, their mentality is purified. In 
their hearts, there is growing and unshakable 
faith and assurance in God’s ways.

 If we are able to agree with all our heart 
with the dear Messenger when he said that 
what has yet to be done is even much greater 
and more important than what has already 
been done, we are however greatly moved 
and highly encouraged to see everywhere be-

loved brothers and sisters, in some places only 
two or three together, who, allowing them-
selves to be guided by the divine education, 
are becoming real pillars and foundations of 
the Truth. No longer are they upset at every 
turn by the Adversary. They are quite sure 
that God’s blessing will have the last word in 
the lives of those who are determined to be 
faithful. As Habakkuk the prophet said pro-
phetically, if even there are years of dearth 
due to the stupid way in which the Earth has 
been treated by selfishness, they rest assured 
that He Who has made the promises is faith- 
ful.

How much we admire God’s solicitude and 
wisdom! In his divine Word, He has given  
examples which are a great encouragement. 
Men of God — such as Noah, Joseph, David, 
Daniel and others — have gone through bit-
ter tribulations and suffered great opposition 
through the greater part of their lives, and, in 
some cases through 10, 20, and 30 years of 
trial, have preserved intact the living flame 
of their assurance in the divine promises. 
It was in the midst of experiences, gone 
through victoriously, that they were able to 
say: “Thou shalt fear neither the arrow that 
flies by day, or the terrors of the night, or the 
pestilence that destroys. Though a thousand 
fall at your left hand and ten thousand at 
your right, you shall not be shaken.” When 
side by side with that example — we see how 
numerous are those who, after trials lasting 
one month, one week or even one day, al-
ready lose their assurance and are ready to 
complain or to show ill-temper — we begin 
to realise how dangerous well-being can 
be.

Our many visits to little groups in various 
countries confirm these observations. The 
question is not to bring forth many words, 
but to be in a position to express a character 
that reflects the wonderful divine education. 

Humanity is terribly unaware of the disaster 
for which it is heading. We also, most of the 
time, are insufficiently aware. Yet it rests with 
God’s people themselves to be an example, 
living patterns of God’s Kingdom which is on 
the way, to bring mankind deliverance. Each 
of us must shoulder his own responsibilities. 
An elder must positively become the pattern 
of the flock which he has been charged to 
serve. Before anything else, he has to be a 
pattern of humility, of brotherly love, and of 
the care he takes of all those entrusted to him 
or her. His task is to put himself in the back-
ground, that he might bring forward those 
whom he has to encourage in the ministry. 
In this, let us remember the glorious example 
of God Himself.

He directly created only one being, his only 
Son, the Logos. After that, He bestowed on 
that Son the whole honour of bringing the 
universe into existence. The Son was perfectly 
faithful and was able to crystallise all his 
Father’s thoughts, doing nothing of himself. 
That is the keynote of God’s Kingdom, which 
has to be caught up and struck by each one 
of us. We have not to draw all things to our-
selves for the purpose of receiving all honour. 
We have not to want to do all the work, but 
to be glad to get into the background, that 
those given to us as fellow workers might be 
encouraged and honoured. Everyone has the 
opportunity to deny himself, not to insist on his 
own ideas being followed out, but out of love 
to consider his brethren superior to himself.

We will rejoice with those who take these 
things to heart and who seek only to love 
and to help those who have not yet under- 
stood.
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