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AT present, man’s fate is a very sorry one. He is a  
 prey to every kind of trouble and upset, and most 

people go to their graves after a deal of pain. They are 
not aware at all of the fact that their misfortune is the 
consequence of their lawless sentiments, which cause 
them terrible harm and finally destroy them.

When you examine things by the light of the Truth, 
you come to the conclusion that world conditions are 
very wretched indeed. Moral and physical wretched-
ness goes on increasing every day. People are able to 
make out how far the rot has progressed only when 
they accept divine ways and have begun to make real 
efforts to follow them. Only then are their eyes opened 
to the full extent of their own decay and to how wide 
is the gap that lies between the fallen human race and 
the beneficial influence, so protective and almighty, of 
the Vital Fluid with which they ought to be animated.

The teachings provided in The Message to Human-
ity (the Book of Remembrance) point out, in fact, that 
mankind’s misfortunes are the consequence of the fact 
that they are not at the benefit of that divine influence. 
They are working on only two phases. They are cut off 
from the Spirit of God. Instead of that constructive and 
vivifying Fluid, the devilish spirit has them in its grip 
and works on their destruction. Very miserable there-
fore is their condition, and they do not know why that is.

The deadly spirit that inspires them, is lying and 
murderous. It steeps mankind in error and falsehood. 
It sets all sorts of deceitful baits before them to entice 
them, and when they are hooked, it opens their eyes to 
the misfortune they have called down on to themselves. 
Thus, duped and disenchanted, man then falls into 
despair. He is heartsick, utterly crestfallen, and in the 
grip of disappointment. If, at that point, he is ardently 
desirous of extricating himself from that situation, the 
Almighty sends him his kind message of love. If he is 
attentive and receptive, he takes in the divine mes-
sage with profound gratitude and appreciation. As he 
conforms with the instructions given, some magnificent 
prospects open to him.

Most of us have gone through those experiences. 
We have been steeped in the Adversary’s influence. 
We have been inconsolable, we have suffered, and 
we have wept. We have longed to be delivered from 
that situation. Then, we heard the Lord’s very tender 
appeal: “Come to me, all you who are weary and bur-
dened, and I will give you rest.” We took heed and 

went to him. We entered the Good Shepherd’s school 
and felt an influence which did us an infinity of good. 
We appreciated the assistance of divine grace with all 
our soul, for it saved us from the void through our dear 
Saviour’s Work and Sacrifice, which have set us again 
on the road to life.

The question for us now is to stay on that road to 
life. For that purpose, we have to steadfastly pursue 
the changing of our dispositions. Selfish that we were, 
we have to become perfect altruists. It is at our dear 
Saviour’s school that we can do that. The schooling 
comprises many lessons, and the purpose of all of them 
is to bring us at last to a complete transformation of our 
mental makeup. So, we need to receive all those lessons 
with all the indispensable appreciation and gratitude, 
and to let them do their sanctifying work.

The Lord intends to employ us in being the Reveal-
ing of the Sons of God to mankind in confusion and 
misfortune. That means that we have got to be up to 
the mark to be able to demonstrate to everyone how 
powerful, beneficial, comforting and healing are the 
effects of living up to the divine programme of life. 
That programme is now being set before all people 
who want it. And if they want it, they must also enter 
the School of Christ, so that they may victoriously fol-
low out the process which will give them eternal life 
in the Kingdom of God now being set up on Earth. For 
the present, it is visible only to those people who are 
introduced to divine ways. But it will become visible 
and tangible to all people in the measure in which we 
make efforts to illustrate it to them, in all its magnifi-
cence and all its beneficial reality.

Now, God’s Messenger has opened some Test Sta-
tions where efforts are being made to live up to the 
divine principles, to live up to the law of life and bless-
ing. There, people can have a look at a beginning 
of the Kingdom of God in formation. When the soil, 
which has been redeemed for the Kingdom of God, 
is cultivated in accordance with the divine law, using 
quite natural principles, blessing is able to gradually 
make itself felt, and a convincing demonstration can be 
given. That is what we are working on at present, but 
the results are not yet what they ought to be. Blessing 
rests on the Kingdom of God in formation, in the ratio 
of effort made by the people privileged to work on it. 
What needs to be done is to remove the curse from 
those plots of ground and to introduce blessing there, 

with the work of the hearts accompanied by the work 
of the hands.

To succeed in doing that, you naturally have to be 
quite docile in receiving the lessons for transforming 
your sentiments. That work of the heart has to go on 
— day in, day out — at the kind and beneficial school 
of our dear Saviour. That calls for honesty and upright-
ness, and faithfulness in the very slightest details of the 
divine programme, so that divine blessing may be at-
tracted. Frequently, some small detail appears to be of 
no importance. Yet such details carry you a long way 
when they add up.

So, the question is to fight the good fight of faith with 
perseverance, and the Lord places all the useful arms 
at our disposal. If we fight with sincerity, we are able to 
make out, as we go, what needs changing in our hearts. 
The Lord’s assistance never fails us in the daily fight, 
but we have to wish for it and to highly esteem it. It 
is always a matter of striking a balance. Anyone who 
watches carefully over his heart with a great desire for 
purity, will be able to make magnificent progress. In 
contrast, he who lets things slide carelessly, very soon 
finds that the vision of the Kingdom dims to his sight, 
and he fails to mark his shortcomings. Consequently, 
he is unable to get rid of them.

You therefore have to fight honestly and to watch 
constantly to have your eyes open to the Adversary’s 
wiles, whose aim is to prevent us at all costs from offer-
ing mankind a visible demonstration of the Kingdom of 
God in formation. That is why it is imperative to resist 
him and to rest on the Lord for the purpose of dem-
onstrating that — in every respect, in practice and by 
the power of divine blessing — the Lord’s programme 
is able to overcome everything. It is able to balance all 
things and to restore all things to perfection. It cures 
all sicknesses, both mental and physical, and permits 
those people who conform to it to get their feet on to 
the road to life, now open to all through the Ransom 
of our dear Saviour, and to stay on it with certainty till 
they reach their destination: eternal life.

The Adversary is ceaselessly at work. He does every-
thing he can to keep mankind under his devilish influ-
ence and to prevent their escaping out of the terrible 
“concentration camp” in which he holds them in sub-
jection. But now the everlasting Gospel is being given 
to them in the publications of the Lord’s Messenger. The 
Book of Remembrance, prophesied 3,000 years ago, is 
being spread worldwide, so that everyone who wants 
to can escape from that devilish hold. If they will sub-
mit to the principles of life of the Universal Law, they 
can overcome the Adversary’s suggestion and obtain 

For your hearts intended,
Nations in despair,

That promise is splendid,
God’s angel doth bear.

EUROPE: Winter has spread its white  
 mantle over the rugged region of the 

Ardennes. Snow has been falling for many 
days out of a leaden sky, and the silence can 
be felt as something pressing on one from 
every side. Snowflakes, crowding together, 
are slanting down, driven by the icy wind. 
There is not a soul in sight, for everyone is 
seeking warmth at home by a hot stove.

Now, a small figure comes into sight, bat-
tling against the wind and the driven snow. 
Silhouetted against the white monotony of the 
landscape, it looks very forlorn. As it draws 
nearer, one perceives it to be a little girl with 
cheeks reddened by the cold and with tears 
in her eyes. Her tears are partly caused by 

the cold, but far more by the heaviness of 
her heart.

When you have lost your mother, you are 
to be greatly pitied in this hard and wicked 
world of misery. As she struggles along, 
Madeleine is brooding over her grief. How 
happy she was when her mother was alive! 
Her mother had been so young, so affection-
ate and so kind. And then it happened... How 
joyfully the day had started! How they used 
to enjoy those excursions with daddy driving 
the motorbike, Madeleine in the sidecar, and 
mummy on the pillion! Then quite unexpect-
edly came that terrible accident.

Daddy and Madeleine are unhurt, but 
mother gets all the worst of it. She is taken 
to hospital, but in spite of every care, the day 
comes when there is no mummy. Gone is the 
refuge to which she used to go with all her 
childish troubles, and gone is the affectionate 
hand that used to soothe her, and the look 
from those eyes which used to tell her how 

much she was loved. When you are only nine 
years old, you find all that very hard to bear.

Of course, there is father, but he is at work 
all day. He has such a lot to do that you 
scarcely ever see him.

Then one day, father gets married again. 
On his wedding day, his village friends bring 
their instruments and play under his windows. 
Madeleine is broken-hearted. She has been 
mourning her mother for eleven months.

Now there is a “stranger” in the home, and 
you have to witness this awful thing: another 
woman is sitting in your mother’s chair, touch-
ing mother’s things and using her saucepans 
and her broom. She sleeps in mother’s room 
and keeps her clothes in mother’s wardrobe, 
and, worst of all, orders you about, and you 
have to call her “mother”.

Madeleine is in revolt. She refuses to call 
that stranger mother. They try to compel her, 
but all their efforts are wasted. Madeleine 
admonishes herself: “You must obey. You will 

say mother.” But the word sticks in her throat, 
and she finds it impossible to bring it out.

So, the schoolmistress is sought out and 
induced to lend a hand in reducing this 
stubborn little mule to submission, and to 
fulfil this alliance, Madeleine is kept in after 
school every afternoon, so that she cannot 
take the bus which takes all the children to 
their various homes. And so it is that we find 
her trudging home alone through the snow 
with bitterness in her heart at the end of the 
day.

After two years of that life, Madeleine 
is sent to an aunt of her mother. It was she 
who brought her mother up. There, the child 
is able to relax, for she is treated with un-
derstanding. When she leaves school, she is 
found employment as a maid in a tradesman’s 
home. Her employers are Catholic. They are 
sincere, and their hearts are in the right place. 
Here, Madeleine is very happy. She is treated 
kindly and does her best to be grateful.

A message of peace and consolation
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the freedom of children of God, for the road to life is 
now open to all who wish for it and will do what the 
Lord proposes should be done to obtain life. They can 
make a covenant with Him by the divine law, and climb 
back from destruction to the happiness of lasting life.

The first thing to be considered by all who wish to 
work in that way on the new things, is to get into agree-
ment with the divine principles, which are to do good 
and to cultivate altruistic sentiments. Immediately, as 
you set out purposefully in that direction, things be-
come much easier, and joy, which is the registering of 
divine approval in our hearts, fills you with happiness. 
For that purpose, it is imperative to put selfishness aside 
with determination, to not let it prevail any more in any 
way. That, in any case, is the only way to obtain hap-
piness, for it is selfishness that is at the root of all the 
sentiments that carry man into the grave.

To be able to head for everlasting life, your body has 
to be in good condition. Now, it can only be in good 
condition as long as it is under the influence of divine 
grace, for that influence rests the nerves, releases 
every circulation, and prevents spiritual and physical 
stagnation, pessimism, neurasthenia, sadness, apathy 
and depressing thoughts. The Holy Spirit of God is a 
constructive spirit. It is vivifying and inspires optimism, 
assurance, joy and gladness.

What is needed above all is profound gratitude for 
God’s Work and his wonderful ways, and also for the 
Author of our Salvation, our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Failure to be grateful is a very great shortcoming 
indeed, which prevents faith from blossoming forth, and 
which is a damper on joy and renders our success very 
hazardous. Ingratitude can be likened to an absence 
of spiritual circulation due to an inclination too feeble 
to allow circulation. That condition is like a man who 
cannot eat. He will have nothing to digest, nothing to 
assimilate, and consequently no strength, since the 
energy he expends is not made up for.

The influence of the spiritual on the heart is very 
important, for through the heart, it acts powerfully on 
the whole organism. Now, gratitude to the great God 
of Heaven and to his Son, and attachment to them as 
well, are first-class elements that increase our divine 
spirituality and that place us at the benefit of the divine 
energies, which distribute joy, blessing and life.

A tree for 
the reforestation of the desert
In a free French magazine from the Klorane Institute (the 
Klorane Botanical Foundation), there is a report on the 
progress of an ambitious project (the Great Green Wall) 
to reforest a southern section of the Sahara Desert, and 
a description of various trees used. Among other trees, 
there is a focus on the “desert date tree”, also known as 
the “Zachum oil tree” and Balanites aegyptiaca. Here 
is a description of its principal characteristics:

The desert date tree is particularly robust, astonish-
ingly resistant to drought, and long living, because it 
can live to over 100 years even in an extremely hostile 
environment. In the southern Sahara Desert, the rainy 
season is limited to a very short time, between July 
and September. The dry season lasts for 9 months, from 
October to June, and has temperatures up to 50°C. 
The rainfall in the southern Sahara Desert ranges from 
about 150 mm to 700 mm per year. In contrast to that, 
the driest areas of France receive 500 mm of rain per 
year. The desert date tree is a hardy and lush tree! 
Nothing can knock it over. It is understandable that the 
populations venerate it. This tree is truly extraordinary! 
It can survive for 2 years without water, which makes 
it one of the few trees that survived the bad droughts 

that ravaged the southern Sahara Desert between the 
years 1978 and 1984.

This tree has a double root system: it has surface 
roots that extend up to a radius of 20 metres and that 
can very effectively absorb water immediately after 
a rainfall, and it also has a deep root system that can 
absorb water down to 7 metres below the ground. The 
desert date tree can grow to a height of 9 metres. Its 
strong and numerous branches give it an irregular and 
ruffled appearance. Its very thick bark protects it from 
bushfires. Numerous thorns, up to 8 cm long on its 
branches, allow it to condense and absorb moisture at 
sunrise. The leaves are small, and the flowering time 
mainly occurs during the dry season, although this may 
vary slightly from area to area. The flowers, which are 
greenish-yellow and fragrant, are variously found at 
the base of the thorns.

The fruit first appears when the tree is between 5 and 
8 years old. This single-seeded stone fruit (3 cm long 
and 2 cm wide) is between greenish-brown and yellow 
when ripe and resembles a date, apart from the kernel 
inside. When ripe, the fruit has a crispy skin that dries 
out and cracks. The pulp around the hard stone is edible 
but bitter. The woody and fibrous stone is very hard and 
contains the bitter seed. The fruit is harvested by hand, 
but sometimes with the help of a long piece of wood 
for the high branches, according to ripeness between 
November and March. The fruit is immediately eaten, 
sold at market, or used to extract oil. The oil extracted 
from the seed has no strong smell or taste and is com-
parable to olive oil. When grain crops are sparse, the 
fruit flesh is a good help. It is either consumed raw or 
mixed with millet to bake cake or bread. Baking re- 
duces the bitterness.

Apart from food, the desert date is also used in tradi-
tional medicine in Senegal because it contains a variety 
of substances with healing properties. The trunk bark, 
the roots, the flesh and the kernel can be used to make 
soap that cleans cloth, cotton and even silk.

This tree not only produces food for humans, but also 
fodder for animals. In the southern Sahara Desert, live-
stock farming is one of the most important economic 
activities. Because fodder is sparse, the herds must rove. 
There is only a few plant species used as fodder, and 
that is why farmers use the tree’s leaves and branches. 
From this point of view, the desert date tree is a valu-
able species because it supplies leaves at the end of 
the dry season when animal fodder is critical. Some 
animals, like goats, eat the entire fruit. However, they 
cannot digest the kernel, which is then found in their 
excrement. But the seed will germinate better because 
of their digestive juices.

The wood from the desert date tree is often used by 
tradespeople in the southern Sahara Desert to make 
camel saddles, furniture and cooking utensils. Because 
it is hard and resistant to termites and other pests, it is 
used for fence posts and in the construction of houses. 
Of course, just like the wood from other trees, it is 
also used for making fires and cooking food. This very 
special tree is widespread on the African continent, 
especially in the dry African tropics between Senegal 
and the Sudan, and between Egypt and Zambia. It also 
flourishes in Asia, in the driest areas of India, Pakistan 
and especially Arabia.

One can only marvel at this species of plant that pro-
vides human beings with so much wealth and that very 
effectively supports them in their hard lives in these arid 
regions. When we examine Creation in all its details, 
the wish develops in us to bow, full of respect and deep 
gratitude, to the Creator of all these wonders. Even in 
the worst situations, there is a way out if one wisely 
uses the things that are so kindly placed at our disposal.

Furthermore, we can only approve of the Great 
Green Wall (also known as the Great Green Wall of the 
Sahara and the Sahel Initiative [GGWSSI]) in Africa, 
which consists of reforesting a strip of land 8,000 km 

long and 15 km wide from Dakar on east side of the 
continent to Djibouti on the west. The goal is to create 
an ecosystem (an environment) in this area threatened 
by desertification, in which humans and animals can 
again live better. There, the soil has been progressively 
deteriorating, and the earth has become infertile and 
no longer produces the grain (cereal) crops that are 
indispensable for the food of the local populations. Al-
ready two thirds of the surface of Africa is desert or is 
threatened by desertification.

It is therefore high time to act, and this initiative 
is a good start, which will hopefully be completed. It 
requires perseverance in order not to slacken in this 
effort. With the goodwill of people, on the one hand, 
and the magnificent contribution of nature, on the other 
hand, this project will be completed. The desert date 
tree, like many other trees that can withstand drought, 
is a great benefit.

If humankind had respected the wonderful Paradise, 
which the whole world was, right from the beginning, 
it would not be necessary to go through such extreme 
conditions. If today’s climate, especially drought, hastens 
the advancement of the desert, one should not forget 
that the cause of it is the destruction of the forests by 
humankind, which unbalances the climate. Excessively 
large grazing areas and roving herds, intensive defor-
estation, mining, drilling, etc., have led to a reduction 
of rainfall, to an increase in the Greenhouse Effect 
through a lack of absorption of carbon dioxide, to more 
wind and finally to the formation of deserts.

If therefore the cause of the misfortune is deforesta-
tion, the logical remedy is reforestation. If only all of 
the countries affected by this calamity — which causes 
misery and the afflictions of famine, drought, sickness 
and extreme poverty — had the same drive in wisdom 
and goodwill! If only this wide-ranging initiative could 
encourage other populations to reforest their countries 
on a large scale!

We know that the power of money currently blocks 
the best and the most helpful initiatives, and, on the 
contrary, contributes to destruction and misfortune. The 
world’s big financiers have almost all the power on Earth 
where Satan is the master, and they think about noth-
ing else apart from exploitation and more exploitation, 
in order to turn true wealth into false wealth: money. 
This brings no happiness whatsoever. Instead, it is the 
misfortune of all humanity, because it lifts one class of 
wealthy people above human misery.

Fortunately, all condemned humankind and the dam-
aged Earth have been redeemed by our dear Saviour 
and his little Church. Through the gift of their lives, all 
sins — all evil and bad actions — have been atoned for, 
and the resulting disastrous effects — suffering, tears 
and death — will soon be completely cancelled out. 
The blessed age of the Restoration of All Things will 
dawn, as is foreseen in God’s plan, and all people will 
learn to conduct themselves as children of God: they 
will love their fellow people as themselves and will re-
spect the Earth, reforest it and give it back its splendid 
nature. This will slowly but surely re-cover the entire 
surface of the globe, as it was in the beginning, and 
the climate will regain its paradisical balance. Money 
will go, selfishness will no longer have a place, and 
the social climate will be restored, so that peace and 
happiness reign.

In Holy Scripture, the prophets gave us a good view 
of how the whole world, including its deserts, will be 
when God’s Kingdom is introduced. In particular, the 
prophet Isaiah wrote on the Lord’s behalf: “The poor 
and the needy search for water, but there is none. Their 
tongues are dry with thirst. I, the LORD, will answer 
them. I, the God of Israel, will never abandon them. I 
will make rivers flow on barren hills, and springs run 
in the valleys. I will turn the desert into pools of water, 
and the dry land into flowing springs of water. I will put 
cedar, acacia, myrtle and olive trees in the wilderness, 

In time, Madeleine meets a young man 
called John. He is serious minded and very 
amiable. He, too, has had a deal to suf-
fer, being an orphan under the control of a 
government department, and never having 
enjoyed any real affection. They get mar-
ried and endeavour to create a harmonious 
home. Their happiness is made complete 
when some children are born and brighten 
the home with their liveliness. They are glad 
to devote themselves to the happiness of their 
small family.

Meanwhile, Madeleine has not forgotten 
her father, and from time to time, she goes 
to visit him. She is also able to speak to her 
stepmother with peace in her heart, being 
fairly well disposed by nature. Besides, she 
now understands how life is. She is able to 
forget her childhood’s sorrows and to be 
agreeable to everyone.

One day, having been to visit her father, 
she takes the opportunity this gives her to 

visit an old friend living close by. Someone 
she used to know very well when she was 
a little girl. She very much wants to see 
her before catching her train home, nearly 
500 kilometres away.

That friend, whose name is Annie, wel-
comes Madeleine with pleasure. While they 
are chatting over old times, Jeanine, Annie’s 
little girl, comes in and asks her mother for 
permission to go to a movie presented by the 
village priest. Annie replies promptly: “Jean-
ine, you know very well I don’t want you to 
be mixed up with all those things any more!”

Madeleine is somewhat surprised, but 
holds her tongue. Annie, however, is aware 
of Madeleine’s astonishment and tells her 
she has left the Catholic religion in which 
she noticed too many things that are wrong, 
too many contrasts between the things taught 
and the way things are done.

Annie goes on to say: “I have come across 
a magnificent ideal, an immense family who 

is taking shape all over the world, and in 
whom we are all learning practically to exist 
for the good of others and to banish selfish-
ness from our hearts.”

As Madeleine does not have much time 
left before catching her train, their conver-
sation breaks off there, but Annie gives her 
a booklet. “This”, she says, “will inform you 
better than all my explanations. The booklet 
is titled Man’s Destiny and is written by F.L.A. 
Freytag, God’s Messenger.”

Later, sitting comfortably in the train, Ma-
deleine thinks about many things, but forgets 
about her booklet. Like many railway jour-
neys, this one is fairly monotonous. At last, 
about 50 kilometres from her destination, 
Madeleine remembers her booklet and takes 
it out of her handbag to read it. She finds sev-
eral interesting things in it. A woman sitting 
next to her, suddenly displays some interest 
in the booklet at which she glances, and then, 
turning to Madeleine, says: “Dear me, so you 

know about the Truth! I never expected to 
meet a sister on the train.”

To say that Madeleine is surprised, would 
be putting it mildly. However, she explains 
with a smile how the booklet came into her 
possession, and, in her turn, the good lady 
gives her many details concerning the Angel 
of the Lord (the Philanthropic Association) to 
which she adheres with fervour.

Madeleine realizes that she has come 
upon something quite new to her. By reli-
gion, she is Catholic, but many things she 
has noticed in her religion have given her 
food for thought. For instance, she feels it 
is odd that she should have to pray and to 
pay out money to deliver her mother’s soul, 
which, according to her aunt, is in Purgatory, 
to make amends for its sins.

So, she listens with interest to her fellow 
traveller’s explanations. Her new acquaint-
ance promises to find out the times of the 
meetings held in her neighbourhood and to 
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and I will plant juniper, fir and cypress trees together 
in the desert, so that people may see and know, and 
consider and understand together that the hand of the 
LORD has done this, that the Holy One of Israel has 
created it.” Isaiah 41: 17–20.

We know that the Lord wishes to employ people of 
goodwill to accomplish the magnificent work of refor-
esting the Earth, so that all the honour and blessing 
go back to them. We have great joy in hastening the 
blessed days of the Restoration of All Things through 
our faithfulness to God’s ways and our full association 
with his immense and sublime Work.

Poor mares
The following information reached us in the form of 
a petition, spread by independent media and animal- 
protection organizations:

It is worse than a horror film: hundreds of pregnant 
mares are connected to pumps that drain their blood 
until some of them collapse of exhaustion and die. This 
large-scale horse torture is motivated by the demand 
of some European pharmaceutical companies that use 
the blood to boost industrial animal breeding. The Eu-
ropean Union (EU) has declared measures to intervene, 
but nothing has been done until now.

The death of these horses is not the worst of the story 
by a long way: so much blood is taken from these ani-
mals that it puts them in a state of shock and causes 
them to have anaemia. And because only the blood of 
pregnant mares can be used, they are often repeatedly 
impregnated and have abortions.

The demand comes from pharmaceutical companies 
that sell, to industrial animal breeders, a hormone that 
is contained in the blood of pregnant mares and that 
can produce in pigs and other animals, “heat” [the 
desire to mate] on demand [to make them reproduce 
more]. This is another dimension of the sad story of 
animal mistreatment.

Horses are magnificent, graceful and majestic beings. 
It is hard to understand how people could be so cruel.

We wholeheartedly hope that this petition will suffi-
ciently convince the authorities, especially the European 
Parliament, to make this practice illegal. However, it is 
not hindering some French and other European labo-
ratories from continuing to use this desirable hormone 
in order to increase the productivity of sheep, goat, pig 
and cattle breeding.

The Swiss Animal Welfare Foundation, which is dedi-
cated to the protection of animals, investigated these 
scandalous “blood farms” in Argentina and Uruguay, 
between March 2015 and April 2017, and published the 
following report, which confirms eye-witness reports:

Argentina: city of Ayacucho:
Syntex pharmaceutical-company farm:
blood farm for hormone production 
A camera installed inside the Syntex farm has recorded 
five hours of the blood-draining process, from 8:00 to 
13:00. The video footage shows that the blood is taken 
from the mares for 10 minutes. About 8 to 10 litres of 
blood can be taken in 10 minutes. When the extraction 
is finished, the workers forcefully pull out the drain 
tube and swing it through the air. The handling by the 
workers is violent; the horses are systematically abused 
and mistreated. They are being hit with different tools 
including sticks, whips and wooden boards, also on 
their heads. The workers hit the mares up to 15 times 
in a row to force them to enter the stall. Electric prods 
are also used frequently. The mares are very frightened 
of the workers, and many of them show signs of panic. 
Several horses try to turn around in the alley leading 
towards the stall, and one mare even tries to jump 
over the sidewall of the stall. Some horses fall down as 
their trembling legs give in. One mare collapses when 
she walks out of the stall after the blood draining. She 

gets back up immediately. Instead of walking out of 
the building, she walks back to the mares in the al-
ley and supports her head on the railing, trembling. A 
worker climbs the railing and kicks her three times in 
the face with his foot, which makes the mare collapse 
again. She disappears from the screen and is not seen 
getting up again. The worker just walks away. Nobody 
cares about her.

We are deeply upset and shocked by the treatment 
inflicted on animals by so-called “human beings”. Es-
pecially on animals that are so majestic, peaceful and 
sensitive, like horses. The heart of humankind has been 
truly hardened and shrivelled by the attraction of money. 
In this world, everything is exploited and turned into a 
source of profit. Whether animal or human, it is always 
the weak who pay the price for greed of the strong.

All those things occur because we currently find our-
selves in the kingdom of Satan, who manipulates the 
mind of people in his way by his constant suggestion, 
and who carefully implants in their heart the worst poi-
son of all: selfishness. By means of that, he can control 
them, direct them and stimulate their desires in a way 
that makes them do things that lead them into deep 
degeneration.

However, that is not the destiny that God has planned 
for people. They were created in the mental image of 
God in order to reflect his divine sentiments of nobil-
ity and benevolence. They should possess a generous 
heart and admirable love and wisdom, which make 
them the royalty of earthly creation. For that purpose, 
they should protect each other and all the animals. 
They should be a wonderful ray of light and a source 
of continual blessing for everyone and everything that 
surrounds them. They should love their Creator above 
all and live in perfect harmony with other beings, ac-
cording to the great Law of the universe, which says 
that all things exist for the good of others. Only under 
that condition can they live eternally on Earth.

That was not the case, because sin (selfishness and 
ingratitude) manifested itself from the beginning, and, 
with it, its wages: death (Romans 6: 23). But the Al-
mighty — Who saw this situation before human beings 
were created and before the first atom of the world 
existed — had also, in advance, provided for a Ransom 
to pay their debts to justice. In the sublime person of 
his beloved Son, the Almighty found the possibility of 
saving what was lost and of making the payment that 
corresponds to the debts of humanity. And in his unfath-
omable love for his Father and his infinite compassion 
for fallen humankind, the Son of God found the pos-
sibility of giving his life for the entire human race, by 
him expressing these poignant words at the supreme 
moment that sealed eternal salvation: “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do [for they do not 
know what they are doing].”

Even in view of the sad spectacle of the cruelty of 
some people, we should nevertheless not forget the 
Ransom, and keep faith and trust in the fulfillment and 
the success of God’s plan as well as his promise to give 
humankind back its innocence, along with Ezekiel’s 
prophecy: “I will remove from their body their heart of 
stone and give them a heart of flesh.” Ezekiel 11: 19.

Efforts in reconciliation
In the Swiss French-language magazine Partenaires 
(Partners) No. 229 from August 2017, we read an en-
couraging article that shows how young people who 
were victims of war are making real efforts to reconcile 
with their enemies.

Towards reconciliation
Eight years after the end of the bloody civil war, Sri 
Lanka remains a deeply divided country. But a sign of 
hope is a project that promotes the meeting of young 
people from various parts of the country and that over-

comes language, cultural and religious barriers. This 
initiative has far-reaching effects in society.

Sixteen young men and women from the major city 
of Galle in southern Sri Lanka, who are all born-and-
bred Sinhalese [the largest ethnic group], travel to the 
north of the country, spend several days with Tamils [the 
second largest ethnic group] of their own age, and live 
with their families. What might sound ordinary to us, 
is an event in Sri Lanka. In this country torn apart by 
war, there are difficulties caused by deeply rooted and 
politically motivated prejudices, by mutual distrust and 
by a lack of desire for dialogue among the communities 
separated by ethnic conflicts.

How enemies become friends

“Our parents were concerned: they feared for our 
safety,” explains 19-year-old Amila Kasun Pathina Jaka, 
the son of a teacher. For these young people, it was an 
adventure in the beginning: travel, a strange language 
and a different culture. They were excited. Amila and 
the others knew only very little about the war, from the 
media or the conversations of adults. “At school, the 
war was not a subject,” he says. “For us, all the Tamils 
in the north were terrorists, and we hated them.”

In the town of Kilinochchi, a town inhabited by north-
ern Sri Lankan Tamils, the guests experienced another 
reality: they noticed that many homes only had women, 
children and old people. The men had died in the war. 
They met people injured in the war. The brother in the 
family with whom Amila stayed, will never be able to 
walk again. “We felt great compassion. The childhood 
experiences of the Tamil boys and girls, were very dif-
ferent to ours. They had first-hand experiences of the 
horrors of war. They were frequently stuck in the mid-
dle between two sides on the front line of the war, and 
they feared for their lives. This touched us deeply.”

Within the framework of a project called Crossing 
Boundaries [established by the Helvetas foundation in 
Switzerland], young people can think about and ex-
change their feelings and personal experiences. Never-
theless, they also laughed a lot together in Kilinochchi, 
and they kept each other amused during excursions, 
cultural events and campfires, reports Amila. “We 
young people have so much in common: music, social 
networks, school, work and our future plans.”

Learning to manage conflict

Part of the project involves learning the languages. 
“Now, I can speak a bit of Tamil. I will continue with it. 
I want to learn the language properly. It will definitely 
help me when I look for work.”

 Apart from the work for peace and reconciliation, 
the project encourages the skills and potential of young 
people. They acquire basic knowledge in conflict man-
agement and in communication, and they learn how to 
plan and implement their own initiatives. Additionally, 
they have the opportunity to practise methods of conflict 
management together and to test their ability to talk in 
public. This strengthens their personal confidence and 
improves their careers prospects. Amila and his friends 
speak about their experiences in schools, in youth and 
sports clubs and at community events, and they thus 
fight against prejudices — with some success — as 
Amila says: “In the beginning, there were objections 
and opposition to this peace project. It is different today. 
When the young people from Kilinochchi came to us 
in Galle, they were treated like brothers and sisters.”

Survivors from the combat zone

In Kilinochchi, the Tamil soldiers [Tamil Tigers] had 
their headquarters for years during the 26-year-long 
Sri Lankan Civil War, which caused many thousands of 
deaths. Hardly any family was spared. In the community 
centre of a small village in the area, there is currently 
a workshop on the subject of conflict resolution. About 
30 women of all ages are taking part: farmers, business 
women, students, employees, housewives and young 

let her know them. Here they part, for Ma-
deleine has come to her destination.

Time goes by, but Madeleine never hears 
a word. No news at all is sent to her. She is 
carried along by the current of her daily life, 
and things remain static. Madeleine supposes 
that she has been forgotten and thinks no 
more about it. On a fine morning, however, 
there is a knock at her door. She answers it 
and finds that two men have come to visit 
her. They turn out to be evangelists of the 
Kingdom of God. Madeleine joyfully asks 
them in and listens with great attention to 
what they have to say. She then invites them 
to have dinner with her family, so that John 
is also able to hear all about the great ideal, 
explained in encouraging words by the two 
evangelists who tell with faith and assurance 
about the new age in whose course Paradise 
is to be restored on Earth.

The evangelists depart, leaving behind 
them an inspiring influence. Madeleine has 

bought the book The Divine Revelation from 
them, which she reads aloud to John in the 
evenings. They discuss each passage as it 
is finished, each giving their impression of 
it.

Shortly after that, Madeleine is invited to a 
meeting and promises to attend it. But on that 
very day, two of her children are laid up with 
whooping cough and a high temperature. 
Madeleine hesitates to leave them, but after 
a moment’s reflection, she places everything 
in God’s hands, trusting Him to keep all safe, 
and sets off to the meeting, thinking she will 
hasten home afterwards. The meeting lasts 
longer than she had anticipated, and she is 
wholly taken up by what she hears. When it 
is over, she hurries home as quickly as she 
can. What a surprise she has on her arrival! 
The two children she had left sick in bed, 
are up and dressed. “Well, you see, mother,” 
the older one says, “our temperatures went 
down, and we feel much better.”

Madeleine realises that the Lord has done 
that to fortify her faith. She does all she can 
to be closer to the Divine Family. After some 
inward struggle, John also joins in. His work 
makes great demands on him, being in a 
government department concerned with the 
maintenance of order. In the course of time, 
he comes to understand that his work is in-
compatible with the ministry of a child of 
God. He then unhesitatingly gives notice, 
and before even his notice is handed in, he 
finds fresh employment which will suffice for 
the maintenance of his family.

The evangelists invite John and Madeleine 
to a big congress. John is in two minds about 
going. He has been with his new employers 
only a short time, the year is drawing to a 
close, and he dare not ask for time off, besides 
which, he does not have enough money to 
pay the fare. Taking all that into considera-
tion, he decides against going.

However, his employer gives all his staff a 

few days off with an end-of-year bonus. So, 
John decides that next time, he will have 
more faith, and, keeping that promise, he 
now goes regularly with Madeleine to all the 
celebrations of the Family of Faith.

Feeling now that their feet are on solid 
ground, John and Madeleine are making 
steady progress at the Lord’s school. Many 
experiences come their way, and the Lord’s 
comforting help and the affection of the dear 
Family of Faith, are at hand to apply a sooth-
ing balm to their hearts. So, both of them 
are persevering and are happy to sing these 
words of one of the splendid hymns composed 
by the Lord’s Messenger:

Blood that grace hath given, hath come
all to mend;

’Tis love that hath striven that sin
there should end.

Truth, wondrous, well-founded, noble charity,
Dark chasms unsounded are filled in by thee.
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mothers. The workshop was organized by two students. 
They were also motivated by their participation in the ex-
change project Crossing Boundaries. 25-year-old Kejita 
Balachandran is the only surviving child in her family. 
Her sisters and her brother were killed in the fighting. 
She was forcibly recruited by the Tamil Tigers. “They 
made me take the place my killed sister. I was 16,” she 
says while crying with tears running down her cheeks. 
Her father’s heart is broken, and he is sick. Her mother 
feeds the family by sewing. Her friend Yogawathani 
Gundabalasingh is 24 and grew up in a farming family 
of seven: “We had to flee five times from our land and 
moved from one refugee camp to another and were 
even bombed in the No Fire Zones.”

In Crossing Boundaries, both ladies partially learnt 
to come to terms with their experiences. “We could 
also practise methods to better manage or avoid con-
flicts. This helped us a lot, and we want to help other 
women with this,” explains Kejita about her initiative. 
“Conflicts happen every day, but they are hardly ever 
spoken about,” says Yogawathani. They are some of 
the wounds of war. The memory of constant fear is still 
very real. Many people are traumatized. In numer-
ous families, political differences caused deep cracks. 
“Some people experience domestic violence, which is 
a partial consequence of the traumatization. There are 
also smaller but gruelling conflicts, and daily discrimi-
nation in contact with the authorities, with doctors or 
in hospitals.”

Finding words

It is impressive to see how professionally both young 
ladies are leading the workshop: with empathy and 
sensitivity, and with infectious energy and personal 
dedication, they successfully help women to express 
themselves. The exchange is engaging, and the groups 
concentrate on their work. Finally, the otherwise serious 
atmosphere is relaxing: mutual respect shows how a goal 
can be achieved in a friendly way. In a game, a ring is 
passed from one lady to another by sliding it across a 
drinking straw from mouth to mouth. They laugh and 
create a happy atmosphere. “Today, we experienced 
how helpful it is to talk openly about conflicts and how 
we can find solutions together,” says an elderly women, 
whom others agree with. Shy but visibly proud, Kejita 
and Yogawathani accept thanks: they could see a sign 
of hope. The young people from Kilinochchi and Galle 
have taken the first small but convincing steps towards 
a more peaceful future.

We understand that after such trauma caused by war, 
reconciliation is difficult. When one knows about the 
details of this conflict and about everything that the 
Tamil people of Sri Lanka went through: all types of 
discrimination, the disappearance of people, torture, 
rape, the confiscation of property, bombing and, if 
that’s not enough, the attacks with chemical weapons 
against the civilian population in the last months of the 
war in 2009, one understands the deep wounds that 
these people still carry within themselves and that are 
difficult to heal.

The aftermath continues to this day in all families. 
The fathers are not there, and children have lost one or 
more limbs and are disabled for life. They are a burden 
to their mothers who laboriously look after them. Many 
Tamils had to flee Sri Lanka for other countries in order 
to escape the extermination, where they are lonely and 
far away from their loved ones. Other Tamils stayed in 
their country, but still have not been given back their 
land that was confiscated by the government for the 
Sinhalese. Eight years after the end of the war, there 
are still 29 refugee camps where displaced people live, 
who have no goods or land. Among these refugees, 
there are at least 80,000 widows, most of whom, by 
themselves, must provide for the needs of their children.

It is therefore still a very delicate and painful situation 
from which these well-disposed Tamil people are com-
ing out of in order to courageously and optimistically 
take the only path that leads to peace: reconciliation. 
That certainly is lengthy work, because it requires deep 
internal efforts from everyone. Both of these young 
ladies apply simple methods to approach their old en-

emies and to help socialize with them. This really is an 
intelligent and concrete initiative that bears fruit. After 
the Sri Lankan government was asked by the United 
Nations (the UN) to take steps to reconciliation, but 
delayed this task, it is normal people who are active 
and who are really making helpful efforts. And they are 
also victims — people whose father, brothers and sisters 
were taken — who are offering this reconciliation…

We are touched that there are hearts in the world 
who want to eliminate every trace of hatred and re-
venge, even if they have suffered serious offences. 
These people, without knowing it, are contributing 
to the great victory of good over evil, which will take 
place over the whole world, according to God’s plan. 
God’s major Enemy (the “prince of this world”, Satan) 
has organized everything on Earth so that people hate 
and kill each other. By installing various religions, po-
litical parties and different cultures and languages, and 
especially by forming selfish interests in humankind’s 
heart, he established his cunningly effective method: 
divide and rule.

Fortunately, the Almighty, the great God of the uni-
verse, has not abandoned us in this terrible situation 
and has sent the One who alone could accomplish the 
great Reconciliation through the sacrifice of his life. It 
is Jesus, his beloved Son, who, in his sublime mental-
ity, not only revealed the spirit of forgiveness, but who 
guaranteed this spirit through the sacrifice of his life 
on the Cross. There, he atoned for all the sins of the 
world, including his executioners’, and only these words 
of infinite nobility and purity came out of his heart: 
“Father, forgive them, because they don’t know what 
they’re doing.” He entrusted the same ministry to his 
dear disciples, namely, to pay for the guilty so that they 
are reconciled with God. That is why apostle Paul says 
to his brothers in Corinth: “God, through Christ, was 
reconciling the world with Himself, not counting their 
sins against them, and He gave us the message of rec-
onciliation. … We sincerely ask you on behalf of Christ: 
‘Be reconciled with God.’” 2 Corinthians 5: 19 and 20.

When all the disciples of Christ, who form the true 
Church, have fulfilled their sublime ministry, the Ran-
som for humanity will be completely paid. Humankind 
will be freed from the Adversary’s influence and will 
learn to love and forgive each other. By reconciling 
with each other and with God, they will fulfil our dear 
Saviour’s prophecy: “There shall be one flock and one 
Shepherd.” John 10: 16.

The beautiful story 
of Vivo and Bella
From the December 2018 edition of the Swiss French- 
language magazine ACUSA-News — which is produced 
by ACUSA, an association that fights against the fac-
tory farming of animals (intensive animal farming) — 
we quote the following article, which was written by 
Sonja Tonelli, and which we would like to share with 
our readers.

Vivo and Bella: a touching love story

Do you believe in friendship and everlasting love be-
tween animals? If not, this heart-warming story of Vivo 
the bull could change your mind.

Vivo was originally going to be turned into meat. 
He was born on the 22nd of June 2013 and is a Lim-
ousin–Angus crossbreed, typically born for fattening. 
Fortunately, his fate took a different turn.

On the 10th of May 2014, a young woman went to 
a farmer’s property. She was walking in a stable past 
some steel bars and noticed a young bull that followed 
her step by step and that tried to push its head between 
the bars. Further along, there was a place where that 
was possible, and the bull gently laid its head on the 
young lady’s shoulder.

The farmer observed the situation and said that this 
bull is very curious and trusting. It is a shame, because 
it was going to the abattoir the next day. With tears in 
her eyes, the young lady hugged the bull’s head. It was 
so obvious that this animal wanted to live. After many 

telephone calls, on the same night, the young lady told 
the farmer that she and her friends wanted to buy the 
bull. The farmer cried with joy, because he had become 
very attached to the bull. The young lady and her friends 
called the animal Vivo (Spanish for “I live”). With this 
purchase, they wanted to make a statement on behalf 
of all animals in captivity: Vivo wanted to and will 
live!

Until a place in an animal sanctuary was found, Vivo 
temporarily stayed with a farming couple. When Vivo 
stepped into his new paddock with other cattle, a curi-
ous cow immediately ran up to him. From the first sniff, 
they both became inseparable and shared everything 
with each other. If the young people did not want to 
make Vivo very unhappy, they had no alternative but to 
also buy the young cow. They called her Bella. Shortly 
afterwards, Vivo and Bella were moved.

,
Since then, they have enjoyed a happy and carefree 

life in a herd of multicoloured cattle. They are insepa-
rable, share everything and devotedly care for each 
other, even after four years.

Do you now believe in friendship and love between 
animals? In contrast to animals that are produced for 
meat, where friendships are constantly broken by 
slaughter, Vivo and Bella will never be separated. They 
will grow old and happy together, until their natural 
deaths.

What a moving story! How many animals, in real-
ity, are victims of our consumer habits! They have to 
spend their entire lives in conditions that resemble hu-
man prisons, and often even worse. It is unbelievable 
that such things are done to poor animals. For farm-
ers, the sight of cattle that are inconsiderately held in 
unhygienic areas, is so common that they do not think 
about it. They are busy with other problems, especially 
their own survival, profit and production. And when 
one has one’s own worries, one has almost no time 
for other people’s worries, and even less for the ani- 
mals’.

Vivo escaped that fate. What fortunate circumstances 
occurred with this woman on that beautiful day in May! 
The animal made itself understood by gently laying 
its head on her shoulder. She must have understood 
the bull’s cry for help. Contact was established, and 
by mutual agreement, she could free her protégé. It is 
astounding how quickly Vivo inseparably connected 
with a cow in the new paddock of cattle. Perhaps they 
understood that this was a suitable opportunity. We see 
them together in a photo attached to this article. They 
breathe the joy of life. Free, at last!

We understand that animal farming for meat produc-
tion for consumption, is not a natural thing. Especially 
not under the current conditions of intensive animal 
farming, in which there is no respect for the dignity 
of animals.

If we always remembered the suffering of animals 
before they landed on our plates as meat, and if every-
one had to observe the slaughter of the animal whose 
meat they eat, and had to see the distress in its eyes 
that it felt at the last moment in its life when it did not 
understand what was happening to it, then many peo-
ple would become vegetarians.

It is the condemnation that resulted from humankind’s 
Fall into sin, that led it to eat meat. But we know that 
this situation will change in the coming Kingdom of God, 
where the lion shall eat straw like the cow, according 
to the prophet (Isaiah 11: 7). It is understandable that 
when the wild animals become gentle and trusting, 
humans will also no longer eat animal meat.

Humankind will regain its destiny and will exist for 
the good of all creatures that surround it, according to 
the beautiful Universal Law that it will put into prac-
tice. Humankind was destined for that. A wonderful 
understanding will reign again between humans and 
animals. The latter will find a refuge among humans 
who, because they are again under God’s Spirit and 
enjoy perfect happiness, will communicate infinitely 
beneficial and calm impressions to the animals. That 
will be the Reign of peace and happiness for all and 
for ever.

News in brief
of the Reign of Justice
In the course of a recent meeting, the Lord 
entrusted some pearls to us through the ser-
vice of his faithful Messenger. He gave us 
a very clear explanation of the Parable of 
the Talents, and we are glad to recall a few 
lines:

“The servant with five talents had done 
what was necessary for receiving them. The 
Lord would have given five to everyone, 
but the others had only been making ef-
forts for two or for one. Because the talents 
correspond with sentiments that harmonize 
with God’s ways. One who has not lived the 
divine commandment of sharing with his fel-

low men what he has received, has not been 
able to receive further talents, since he was 
hostile to the essential principles of divine 
ways.

On receiving one talent, one ought, in the 
first place, to be grateful enough to become 
capable of receiving more. But if one says: 
‘You have given me one talent. When will 
you give me more?’ it clearly shows that one 
is unable to appreciate. One says: ‘The Lord 
is hard. He gives to others, but not to me.’ 
As long as we nourish those sentiments, we 
are unable to receive more. Had the servant 
been grateful and employed his talent gladly 
in doing good, supplying an oil of joy to those 
around him, he would have enlarged his 
heart, and he would have become capable 

of receiving more. Whereas he lost the very 
blessing he had received.

The Lord never takes away anything from 
anyone. But when you do not practise the 
Truth you have received, it leaks away and 
has no more savour or worth, because ap-
preciation is lacking. Whereas those who do 
what is necessary, appreciate it ever-more 
highly. Their gratitude increases, their at-
tachment becomes closer, and they acquire 
all the elements required for obtaining the 
final victory. Otherwise, all is lost. Thus, some 
rejoice ever-more keenly, and their possibili-
ties go on increasing. Whereas others suffer 
a great fiasco.

What we must do above all, is to eschew 
the neglect of small things, dishonesty, doing 

things in secret, the small resistances which 
are so many obstacles to our progress, ani-
mosity, etc. If we wish to receive five talents 
and to bring back ten, that is to say, complete 
success, meticulous spiritual cleanliness is 
required.”

The Lord is always prepared to give all the 
encouragement needed for his people to face 
up to the days of adversity which are at hand. 
We can only thank God and our dear Saviour 
for all the blessing granted, and endeavour 
to bring forth an equivalent for the advance-
ment of the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth.
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