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THIS is the simplest way in which to define the Truth: 
the Truth is love, and love is life. That was why 

our dear Saviour, who was Love in person, said: “I am 
the Way, the Truth and the Life.” So that knowledge 
of the Truth, when you live up to what it teaches you, 
leads to immense powers of blessing. Naturally, for that 
purpose, you have to subordinate everything to what 
it advises, because to do things approximately would 
not be sufficient. As it happens in the world, people 
are easily satisfied with approximations. Accordingly, 
they will readily administer a little justice, but they do 
not want too much justice, because that would call for 
putting all selfishness aside. It is the same in the matter 
of philanthropy: if people were prepared to live up to 
its full demands, which means to love your neighbour 
as yourself, they would have to give up everything that 
is sect or party spirited or personal in order to melt into 
the community of the human family at large. That would 
mean scrapping all the world’s habits and customs, and 
putting aside every selfish sentiment. And that is the 
very thing mankind do not want. 

Yet that is what is required for putting the Universal 
Law into practice, which decrees that each shall ex-
ist for the good of his fellows, in perfect heart’s com-
munion. To be up to the pitch of the Truth, you have 
furthermore to return good for evil. It is in this way 
only that, in the end, evil will be extirpated entirely, 
swallowed up by the good within and around us. To 
totally live up to the Truth, we have to arrive at doing 
nothing else but good, so that evil may have no more 
hold on us at all. It is only when the Truth is lived up 
to in this way that sickness, pain, tears and death will 
come to a stop. 

Human justice punishes evildoers. This means that to 
one wrong another wrong is added. Now, evil cannot 
possibly right an evil. So that you have two wrongdo-
ers in the place of one, and that is a worse evil. If you 
have a hole in something, you cannot mend it by mak-
ing another hole at the side of it, that will only give you 
two holes instead of one. 

It is the same in what concerns religion. If someone 
does not agree with the religion of a given body of 
people, those people will send him to Hell. This does 
not mend matters, far from it. That is the religious cast 
of mind, which is diabolical, and which always returns 
punishment for evil. The true Church neither threatens 
nor punishes. Neither does the Lord. He calls attention 
to the fact that you should never do wrong, because 
this brings disastrous returns, which he would spare us. 

Christ constantly returned good for evil. He did good, 
even to evildoers. The robber on the cross, who had 
just displayed a few good reflexes, was immediately 
given a splendid promise: “Truly, I say to you today, 
you shall be with me in Paradise.” What consolation 
that must have been to him, and what a comfort to us 
as well, for it informs us magnificently concerning the 
turn of mind of the Kingdom of God! 

You can see how simple divine things are, how wise 
and beautiful. But mankind are so much in the dark, 
they are so badly warped by the devilish spirit, that 
they do not feel at home with simplicity. They require 
sensational things which give them a thrill, violent im-
pressions which wear out their sensory nervous system 
and put it entirely out of order. Some want to see peo-
ple wounded and killed. You can get 10,000 people to 
watch a boxing match, and they will put up with being 
crowded into a small space to watch two men knock 
each other about, one of whom is half dead at the end 
of the match, and the other little better off. 

That is very opposite to the cast of mind of the 
Kingdom of God. There, you rejoice if someone has 
been saved from falling or has been helped up when 
he was down. You can see what fools Satan makes of 
people, and how he twists them round his little finger, 
constantly influencing them with his spirit. Under that 
devilish pressure, mankind suffer a deal of adversity. 
They have pains all over their bodies: in their loins, in 
their lungs, in their heart, liver, etc. They would like to 
be cured of them and so are at the mercy of numbers of 
charlatans who offer them every prescription of drugs 
and pills for the avowed purpose of alleviating them, 
but who do nothing more than empty their purses. 

The Lord goes about healing us quite differently. He 
says: “Become humble, gentle, seemly and altruistic.” 
We answer him: “But I am seemly. I don’t kill, I don’t 
steal, and I don’t behave badly.” This is the truth: “No, 
you are not seemly, you are a poor sinner. You must 
recognize the fact, abase yourself for it, and gratefully 
receive justification by faith in the redeeming blood of 
your Saviour.” After that, you must enter his School 
to better yourself and to obtain a complete cure by 
changing your selfish dispositions into altruistic ones. 
The Lord offers a cure in the denial of self and in the 
spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation, in an agreeable 
discipline of thought and feeling, by living up to the 
Truth, which is to love your neighbour. But mankind 
think it is not possible to change one’s character. They 
say: “You’re dreaming. It can’t be done.” Neverthe-

less, it is the only effective remedy. No other at all is 
real. What is the cause of pain and misfortune? It is the 
wrong we have done. Evil destroys us; good heals us. 
Evil is error, and good is the Truth. 

It is certain that when we decide to live up to the 
Truth and to reform, we find a great number of things 
to put aside. For instance, there may be someone we 
do not like, who rubs us up the wrong way. The Truth 
says to us: “You must learn to love him.” Then again, 
many people answer: “It’s impossible. I can’t do it. It’s 
beyond me.” The truth is that we will not make the 
effort that we very easily could make if we would only 
go about it with all goodwill. 

Many people have attended our lectures. When, 
however, they heard what the Truth consisted of, they 
did not have the courage to set about the work of re-
forming their hearts, and they never came back. It is 
true that you have to do your feelings violence if you 
want to become better. But every honest and real effort 
you make brings success with it, which gives you great 
encouragement to make a further effort. In this way, 
with a deal of willingness, you reform little by little, 
and are able to have the wonderful joys of the Truth. 
This is not fictitious joy that evaporates and leaves you 
disappointed, but real joy which lasts and goes on in-
creasing as you go on making efforts. In this way, the 
nerve tension caused by wrong thoughts and feelings 
disappears as you change your character. There is less 
and less to hinder circulation in your organism, and 
prosperity appears, bringing with it the gradual disap-
pearance of ailments and physical troubles. 

When you step out in the direction of good, of the 
Truth, you may, at the start, be often defeated, but this 
is of no consequence. The Lord can see our willingness, 
and that is what counts in his eyes. If we put into it 
our very best, in all sincerity, success awaits us without 
fail. But we must be determined and must accept the 
healing cutting of the School of Christ.

Our dear Saviour directs us with magnificent kind-
ness and sureness of hand. With him, we run no risks. 
He guides us without mischance to the inward victory 
of good over evil. He treats us with delightful tender-
ness; he, however, also tells us the truth. For instance, 
when his disciples asked him if they should call down 
the fire from Heaven on the people who had refused to 
sell them food, he answered them: “You do not know 
what kind of spirit you are of [you have no idea of the 
divine dispositions]. For the Son of Man did not come 
to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.” And how ad-
mirably the Lord worked out that salvation! He went 
as far as to give his life as a Ransom on the Cross to 
bring salvation to mankind sunk in evil and in the curse. 

It is plain to see: the Truth is love, as displayed by 

My beloved Canada

WHEN Jesus and his disciples approached 
Jerusalem and reached Bethphage, 

near the Mount of Olives, the Master sent 
two of his disciples with these instructions: 
“Go to the village straight in front of you, 
and just as you enter, you will find tethered 
there an ass and her colt which no one has 
yet ridden. Untie them and bring them here. 
If anyone asks ‘Why are you doing that?’ an-
swer: ‘The Lord has need of them’, and they 
will let you go.” 

Now, this happened so that should be 
fulfilled the prophecy announcing “Rejoice, 
Daughter of Zion, behold thy King cometh to 
thee: he is just and having salvation, lowly 
and riding on an ass and upon the foal of 
an ass.” 

The disciples did as they were ordered 
and brought the ass and the foal, laid their 
cloaks upon them for their Master to sit on. 

When they were on their way, many people 
carpeted the road with their cloaks while 
some laid down brushwood that they had 
cut on their way; and those who were ahead, 
and the ones which came behind shouted: 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest!” 

,
I was born on a Palm Sunday, which, each 

year reminds us of Jesus’ triumphant entry 
into Jerusalem, acclaimed as king. 

It was in the French region of Isère, a 
charming spot indeed, from where we had a 
splendid view of the majestic snow-capped 
Alps. I was the seventh child of the family. 
Our father was carefree and unreliable. He 
was just back from a trip to Africa. He was 
never still: always on the go, travelling here, 
there and everywhere: he let mother take 
care of her brood and somehow provide for 
these hungry mouths... 

When I was 22 months old, our father de-

cided to leave for Canada. In those days the 
Canadian government gave land to people, 
who were ready to immigrate, to cultivate it. It 
was obviously tempting, and father promised 
that once he was settled there, we would all 
go and rejoin him. Aware of his undepend-
able character, mother refused to join him in 
this venture, especially in an unknown coun- 
try. 

A few months later my two elder brothers 
joined father, and the younger ones remained 
with mother. We were not rich, but we were in 
our own house: there were plenty of vegeta-
bles and an abundance of fruit in the garden. 
Meat did not often appear on the table but we 
did not miss it. The elder children looked after 
the younger ones, while our mother worked 
hard in the weaving industry. Little by little, 
as the elder children grew up they left the 
nest to go and earn their living. 

I highly appreciated the privilege of being 
the last child at home where I was soon alone 

with mother. Nevertheless, at the age of 13 I 
had to think of finding work. To help things 
along, mother had let one of the rooms of our 
small house to a man who seemed quite suit-
able. But when my brothers and sisters came 
for a holiday we were short of room. Mother 
tried to make him understand that she would 
like him to look for a lodging elsewhere. He 
was very angry, and took revenge by setting 
fire to his room during the night. Fortunately, 
one of my brothers who was coming home 
late saw the smoke and called in the neigh-
bours; they soon managed to put the fire out. 

But since that tragic night my mother felt 
scared, she was restless, she fretted: “What 
if he tried again? What could we do without 
a house?” It undermined her so much that 
we decided to go to Lyon to one of my sisters 
where we would be caretakers in a building 
with a lift. There was rather a lot of work, 
but we were together to do it, and this was 
the main thing for us. We were not church 

What is the Truth?
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our dear Saviour in the highest degree possible, that 
of giving his life in full. That, moreover, was what he 
gave his disciples to understand on the last evening he 
spent with them. He said: “Greater love has no man 
than this: to lay down his life for his friends.” 

The moment you display even very little real love, 
that is to say, altruistic love, quite selfless, you draw 
nearer to the Truth and feel its effects of blessing. Al-
truistic sentiments greatly facilitate human relations. 
Selfish sentiments, on the contrary, raise barriers and 
cause trouble, much antagonism and all the disastrous 
impressions that keep mankind apart, that make them 
enemies and lead to all the bloody wars which rage on 
Earth, and that, in the end, will bring about the terrible 
calamity which is going to spread all over the world. 

That frightful Tribulation, which is on the way, will 
be the inevitable consequence of the selfish and proud 
line of conduct followed by mankind under the guid-
ance of the devilish spirit. What is going to stop it, and 
to prevent the utter destruction of the human race, is 
the power of good put in action by our dear Saviour 
and the people who have associated with him in mak-
ing good triumph over evil. Those people live up to the 
Truth as fully as it is possible to do. They carry out the 
thought expressed by their Master: “Greater love has 
no man than this: to lay down his life for his friends.” 
They give their lives, as he gave his on behalf of fallen 
mankind, after having been redeemed themselves by 
the blood of Christ. In this way, they pay the last small 
remnant of the Ransom our Lord left open to give them 
the opportunity to associate in it. When the last one 
has given his life in full, the Ransom of men will be 
fully paid. That will be the victory of good over evil, 
of Truth over error, which will have the power to calm 
down the great trouble and to make peace by setting 
up the Kingdom of God on Earth. That then will be the 
result of living up to the Truth according to the divine 
principles. 

That work is done by those disciples called the Lit-
tle Flock in the Scriptures and directed by our dear 
Saviour. He has been calling them ever since he came 
on Earth till today, to finish his sacrifice. The calling of 
those people is drawing to its close: the very last are 
engaged in giving their lives. That is why it is possi-
ble to start introducing the Kingdom of God, and why 
a willing people is rising already. That people under-
stands the programme of life set it, and is applying 
itself to living up to the principles of the Truth. That 
people, called the Host of the Lord, has the Truth for 
its banner. With all its heart, it is living up to the Uni-
versal Law of altruism. In consequence, being under 
the cover of Christ (Head and Body), it can from now 
on escape death and climb back to eternal life, lost in 
Eden. It is the first fruits of the New Earth on which 
justice dwells and on which pain, malediction, tears 
and death are disappearing, because the Truth, which 
is love and consequently life, is being lived up to. They 
are going ahead under the direction of Christ, who is 
establishing his Kingdom on Earth for the blessing of 
all mankind and to the glory of God, the Source of all 
life and of all blessing.

Understanding  God’s Judgement
We quote most of the conversation between the Swiss 
journalist Pierre Léderrey and the Swiss theologian 
Daniel Marguerat, which was published in the Swiss 
French-language weekly Migros Magazine, No. 52, on 
24 December 2012, under the following heading:

Christmas and Judgement Day

In a compact book, the theologian Daniel Marguerat 
and the psychoanalyst Marie Balmary point out that we 
have not finished with Evil yet. And that grace does not 
exclude responsibility.

Pierre Léderrey [P.L.] : Why have you written this book 
together with a psychoanalyst?

Daniel Marguerat [D.M.]: When we talk about a kind 
of religious terrorism, of fear or guilt, it is fruitful to 
invite a psychoanalyst to the debate. For example, for 
her, the idea that God is a “super policeman” comes 
from the “super-ego” [a term in psychoanalysis]. And 
the repercussions of a terrorizing judgement therefore 
lie on an unconscious level. It is exciting to track down 
these connections. And this book comes from a differ-
ence of opinion with Marie Balmary, whose idea of God 
is incompatible with God as the Judge before Whom 
humankind must be ashamed. From this upfront oppo-
site position, we took a journey together, especially to 
examine, so to speak, God’s call for human responsibility.

P.L.: If Judgement Day has been banished from 
Christianity, then it seems to have reappeared in a 
worldly form when “the end of the world” is constantly 
announced…

D.M.: It was rejected by the majority of the Christian 
faith, by the Protestants and the Catholics, because they 
believed that it was no longer “sellable”. One prefers 
a sweeter God, Who is only made of love, but Who in 
this way for me becomes insignificant and powerless 
in the face of Evil. However, this judgement has not 
disappeared from our conscience. The proof is the suc-
cess of this prediction of the end of the world, which 
also shows how much the situation has changed: we 
know today that humanity can cause its own destruc-
tion, and destroy the Earth. In ancient times, such an 
idea would have been unthinkable. The fear that God 
will cause the end of the world has been replaced by 
the fear of a catastrophe that we will cause through 
our own excesses.

P.L.: You make no secret of it : the success of Judge-
ment Day was mainly based on the power of the church, 
and the fear of Hell…

D.M.: That is what I would like to call “the terrorism 
of judgement”. On the portals of the cathedrals or icons, 
Judgement Day is pictured as a terrifying catastrophe. 
During the Middle Ages, the Roman Catholic Church 
used this fear to make people feel guilty, and that is 
how it could sell its “indulgences” [a forgiveness that 
buys a way out of Purgatory]. And it is this image of 
judgement that Christianity wanted to get rid of. As I 
wanted to show in this book, in reality, this is a matter 
of an incorrect understanding of the biblical tradition.

P.L.: Let us stay for another moment on the terrorism 
of judgement. Is it really Christianity that has left it be-
hind, or is it society that has slowly turned away from it?

D.M.: Both, I think. The Catholic Church gave it up. 
At the same time in the 16th century, the Protestant Ref-
ormation stood up against this bad interpretation. And 
it pointed out a God Who was friendly minded towards 
humankind. The Reformation sharply criticized the im-
age of God as a “super policeman”, and that was the 
start of a correction in all of Christianity. For example, 
Martin Luther said drastic things against a God Who 
puts fear and terror into the conscience, whereas the 
compassion of Christ should have eliminated this im-
age. This means, once again, that guilt exists, as well 
as the question of Evil and responsibility.

P.L.: Therefore, in principal, it may seem paradoxical 
that a Protestant theologian, like you, wants to restore 
Judgement Day…

D.M.: Yes, but if the Reformation mainly focuses on 
a welcoming God, it has never rejected the prospect of 
judgement. It has stopped the terrorization of the hu-
man conscience, out of which it has arisen. But the fact 
that God will one day pronounce the truth about us, 
also belongs to the original Protestantism. Today, this 
notion has obviously disappeared in favour of “all-en-
compassing love”, which, in my opinion, is unbalanced.

P.L.: Let us establish a connection between the Christ-
mas message and the plan of mercy.

D.M.: With Christmas, our relationship with God had 
begun out of grace. God approaches humankind out of 
compassion: He welcomes it. Humankind did not have 
to show itself worthy of this: God’s approach is free, 
entirely and unconditionally. However, there is more 
to God. I would like to compare it to parental love. The 
latter also have unconditional love for their children. 
At the same time, they may express their disagreement 
when they consider that a child’s choice is wrong or 
dangerous. Their love certainly is unconditional, but it 
depends on the tension between love and truth. The 
same applies to the biblical tradition: God is both Love 
and Truth.

P.L.: In this respect, this love appeals to human re-
sponsibility.

D.M.: To say that God will one day express Himself 
about the life of each individual, also means that God 
calls each person to express their “ego” [a term in 
psychoanalysis]: beyond the circumstances of my deci-
sions and my constraints, the “ego” remains, which can 
take responsibility for its existence. The interrogation 
through judgement therefore makes me a responsible 
adult, and I am no longer a child.

P.L.: This remains the breaking point of the New Tes-
tament, does it not?

D.M.: With the New Testament, the focus is in fact 
directed on God as the Saviour. However, it is not si-
lent about the God Who urges and judges. Except in 
the short Letter of Paul to Philemon, it is mentioned in 
all the texts, especially emphasized in the first and in 
the last Book, the Gospel of Matthew and the Revela-
tion. Compared to the faith of Israel in the Old Testa-
ment, the coming of Christ introduces this revolution: 
the primacy of unconditional acceptance by God. That 
is what we call “justification by faith”, of which the 
apostle Paul was an ardent defender. However, Jesus 
also announces the prospect of judgement, because it 
is precisely this absolute authority that calls a person 
to take responsibility for their life. That is the message 
of the Parable of the Talents: the gift comes first, but it 
also requires a response.

P.L.: Even for Paul?
D.M.: Paul is the one who most firmly said that there 

is no condemnation for those who are in Jesus Christ. 
One could then ask oneself, what place has it left for 
judgement? It is here that I consult my own reformed 
tradition, which is distinctively marked by Paul’s mes-
sage. He in fact refers to the prospect of judgement, 
when the believer will be saved through fire. If God is 
attached to those people He has accepted, then their 
actions, their “works”, to use biblical language, can 
be condemned. That is a strong expression that means 
that God recognizes a remnant of innocence in every-
one, even in the most evil beings. God has trust in this 
remnant of innocence — which is love — even if He 
disapproves of the actions, and that is the truth.

 P.L.: Is making God into only a good and loving God, 
for you, the same as the image of “a nice cat that purrs 
while lying on a heater”…?

D.M.: It is, above all, a powerless God. To forget 
Judgement Day means leaving the world to the wicked. 
Our world is both beautiful and pathetic, full of misery 
and cynicism. In view of all the injustices in the world, 
what can I do? I cannot erase them. But I can trust 
that God will have the last word. This is a trust that 
gives me a structure on which I can build. If I do not 
believe that God’s word is the last word, then I am at 
the mercy of fatalism.

P.L.: Do the hope of judgement and the hope of 
Christmas therefore go hand in hand?

D.M.: Yes, because the hope of judgement is therefore, 
paradoxically, good news. God reveals to humankind 
what it is with its pride and its shame. And this is where 
we find ourselves close to Christmas.

In the Holy Scriptures, we find several contradictions 

goers. For one thing, we were short of time, 
for another we had noticed that religions 
divided people rather than bringing them 
together. So what is the use of listening to a 
gospel that is not put into practice? We did 
the best we could with the conviction that 
God saw it and appreciated it. 

I had just celebrated my 16th birthday 
when mother was visited by two evangelists 
who brought her the good tidings that the 
Kingdom of God was about to be set up on 
Earth, and that all who had disappeared into 
the grave would come back on the Earth 
restored! Their manner, their conviction 
impressed mother so much that she bought 
their book The Message to Humanity at once. 
What a revelation it was when we read it on 
a Sunday afternoon! It was so different from 
the gospel of religions which harden the 
heart and always privileges the rich to the 
detriment of the poor: The truth was so sim-
ple after all: loving God above all, and one’s 

neighbour as oneself. We readily understood 
that to reach this ideal situation it was neces-
sary to go through a thorough changing of 
character, because it calls for a great deal of 
faith, of affection, to love in the divine way! 
The plan of God was thus revealed to us in 
all its beauty, and our one wish was to join 
those who spread such a message. 

For four years we attended the meetings 
of the Friends of man in the town of Lyon. 
What a splendid family! What an abundance 
of spiritual riches we received. In the even-
ing, after a hard day’s work, all weariness 
disappeared in the atmosphere of brotherli-
ness which cheered the heart and gave the 
assurance that the Kingdom of God would 
soon be established on Earth. 

When I became of age I had the wish to 
get married... My fiancé was kind and he 
wanted to found a family and a happy home 
where I would be a cherished wife. Alas! 
reality proved quite different. He suddenly 

became seriously ill; it was tuberculosis. He 
declined and wasted away for a few months 
during my pregnancy. And one morning we 
were both taken to hospital; I was led to the 
labour ward, and he was put in an isolation 
ward for contagious patients. Every even-
ing I would see happy fathers coming to see 
their wives and admire their offspring, while 
my husband could not leave his bed... I was 
nursing my baby, and, under the eiderdown, 
I shed torrents of tears. 

When I left the hospital, mother received 
me in her flat and looked after my dear little 
one while I was working. My husband was 
sent to a sanatorium for twelve months. It 
was hard... the evenings dragged on with-
out his pleasant company. Fortunately, the 
baby showered his ready smiles on me, and 
for his sake I tried to forget my sorrow and 
played with him. 

My husband eventually came back, still 
very delicate, but at least he was there! Life 

resumed its normal course for six years; our 
son was growing up and was our constant 
joy. But during a sad, wet and cold winter, a 
bad attack of flu had the better of my dear 
husband’s delicate constitution and laid him 
in the grave. He was just 30. 

I was fortunate to know the truth and to 
have the assurance of the resurrection on 
the Earth of the living... But this solitude was 
trying just the same. One of my brothers, 
who was working in a psychiatric hospital 
at Chambery, secured a job for me in his de-
partment. I had there a well-paid post, and 
my brother was even able to look after the 
child during the day. 

One morning, a young evangelist knocked 
at my door; he was very happy to come across 
someone who was acquainted with the ideal 
of the Kingdom of God. What a pleasant ex-
change of thoughts we had: He encouraged 
me to visit the subscribers of the town, and 
to invite them to little gatherings in which 
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concerning the delicate subject of God’s judgement. 
Some passages speak about a God Who punishes and 
destroys the wicked, whereas others speak about a God 
Who forgives and Whose glory it is to forget offences. 
The Book of Ecclesiastes tells us that God will judge 
the righteous and the wicked (Ecc. 3: 17), whereas the 
Lord Jesus tells us that God lets his sun rise on the evil 
and the good, and lets rain fall on the righteous and 
the unrighteous. Matthew 5: 45.

One could ask oneself, who is righteous on Earth? 
God’s Word tells us that there is no one who is right-
eous, not even one (Romans 3: 10 and Psalm 14: 3). The 
Apostle Paul, for his part, says that there is no differ-
ence, because all have sinned (Romans 3: 22 and 23). 
This already gives us something to think about, which 
somewhat dampens our rash readiness to talk about 
God’s judgement, because if we consider that we are 
all sinners, then we are also affected by this judgement.

With the above-cited expressions, we see that nowa-
days there are still scholars who make people scared 
with their concept of God’s judgement. As if the dark 
centuries when the Roman Catholic Church exploited 
the superstition of the people were not enough… The 
fear of Judgement Day was carefully fed into their 
minds, because it represented the most profitable source 
of enrichment for the clergy. The Catholic Church was 
very busy at that time, because indulgences were a 
flourishing business.

The doctrine of a vengeful and punishing God was 
certainly very profitable for the Catholic Church. Even 
the poorest people had to sacrifice from their bare ne-
cessities in order to purchase letters of indulgence that 
had the miraculous quality of releasing souls from the 
flames of Purgatory or of shortening the time spent 
there. The time there depended on the money paid. In 
other words, the forgiveness that Christ freely gave at 
the price of his life, had to be paid for.

It was the courageous monk Martin Luther who rose 
up against that disgraceful business and who was full 
of compassion for the poor people whom he heard in 
their confessions say how terrified they were about 
the image of an unrelenting God, which the clergy 
preached, and how greatly they feared His punish-
ment. Among other things, Martin Luther wrote in his 
95 theses: “Christians should be taught that one who 
gives to the poor or lends to the needy, does a better 
deed than one who buys an indulgence” (Thesis 43), 
and: “Why does the pope not empty Purgatory for the 
sake of holy love and the dire need of the souls who 
are there, if he redeems an infinite number of souls 
for the sake of miserable money with which to build 
a church? The former reason would be the most just; 
the latter is the most trivial.” Thesis 82.

Is it possible to imagine a greater scandal than the 
sale of divine forgiveness which is granted through 
Jesus Christ to all sinners who sincerely repent? As 
Luther unshakeably believed: “The righteous shall live 
by their faith” (Habakkuk 2: 4): “faith” in “the blood 
of Jesus Christ…purifies us from all sin” (1 John 1: 7). 
In other Words: it is grace that absolves the repentant 
sinner and comforts their burdened conscience. Paul’s 
marvellous Letter to the Romans emphasizes this grace 
by which we are saved. It says: “All have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God, and are freely justified 
by his grace through the Redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus.” Romans 3: 23 and 24.

On Earth, there are many preachers, theologians and 
biblical commentators who claim to precisely interpret 
God’s Word. However, the true understanding is re-
served for those who put the Word into practice and 
who day by day purify their heart from all selfishness. 
People, who punish themselves, cannot understand 
that God does not punish. Their impure sentiments do 
not allow them to approach God Who is pure. Because 
they are poor in love, they cannot fathom the depths 

of God or be convinced that God is Love (1 John 4: 8). 
They therefore cannot understand what God’s judge-
ment consists of, even if they know every detail of the 
Sacred Text.

When humankind made itself guilty to divine justice, 
God judged that it needed a Saviour. Here we have the 
judgement of the supreme nobility and unfathomable 
love of the Creator of Heaven and Earth. The radiant 
prism of His love made its most beautiful facet shine 
here: mercy. This is a facet that even the angels did 
not know about, but that they have learnt to know 
through the mystery of “the permission of Evil”. This 
is in fact a mystery for many who do not understand 
that the permission of Evil, by God, does not mean that 
He approves of it.

But the Almighty knew that that experience, the 
price of freedom, contained a multitude of lessons 
from which not only humankind, but all creatures in 
the universe would gain an immense benefit, so that 
they could always and in full freedom, leave Evil and 
reach life. When they have learnt to know Evil and 
all the misfortune, suffering and death that come from 
it, then beings with full knowledge will choose Good 
forever. That is then the blessed age of the Restora-
tion of All Things. That is what the apostle Paul was 
so enthusiastic about: “God has enclosed all people in 
disobedience so that He may have mercy on them all. 
Oh, the rich depth of the wisdom and the knowledge 
of God!” (Romans 11: 32 and 33), because: “Mercy 
triumphs over judgement.” James 2: 13.

God therefore never intervenes to punish, but wholly 
and solely to grant us grace, which means, to forgive 
and pardon the guilty. All people of God have expressed 
themselves on the subject of judgement, but “no one 
knows the Father except the Son” (Matthew 11: 27). 
It is God’s Son who best reflects the character of his 
Father and expresses divine judgement. It was not 
Judgement Day (also known as the Last Judgement), 
but this is the last judgement that he expressed before 
he expired on the Cross: “Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” Luke 23: 24.

When Jesus spoke about Judgement Day when 
people will give an account for every careless word 
spoken, this is a matter of a favourable day (period of 
time) for us when all people will have the possibility 
of deeply humbling themselves for their wrongdoings 
in order to be able to feel divine forgiveness and to be 
justified by the precious blood that he poured out for 
them. The confession of the mistakes made and the 
corresponding regret, represent the first step in the 
direction of a complete re-education of their thoughts, 
words and actions. In this opportunity, everything that 
was secretly done will come to light, because it will not 
be possible to attain eternal life without first confess-
ing and humbling oneself. In fact, God can only cover 
those mistakes that we confess.

There is also the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats 
that could make us fear a ruthless judgement, like a 
courthouse. When we observe our body and see how 
all our bad thoughts, word and actions slowly destroy 
it, we understand better the judgement that the apos-
tle Paul spoke of in these words: “The wages of sin is 
death.” Whether we will succeed or fail to reacheter-
nal life is therefore not the effect of God’s judgement 
that classifies us among the good or the wicked. It is 
we who classify ourselves according to what we put 
into practice.

Our salvation will not be definitively accomplished 
without acquiring a divine character by means of the 
fight that we have to fight through faith. Throughout 
the entire duration of this fight, we benefit from the 
tender care, the constant encouragement and the great 
effort from the one whom God gave to us, so that he 
becomes our Saviour. At every moment, he covers our 
shortcomings with his grace, which means, with his 

precious merits that he acquired for us at the price of 
his pain and his disgraceful death on the Cross. For this 
reason, Paul tells us that Jesus Christ “became for us 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption 
from God” (1 Corinthians 1: 30). The feeling of guilt 
that Daniel Marguerat talks about is therefore not in 
one who wholeheartedly appreciates that they have a 
Saviour and who therefore fully feels the power of the 
Ransom.

In that way, everyone can benefit from this assistance, 
namely, by making honest efforts to engrave the divine 
character in oneself and thus become viable, whereas 
one who neglects this work of transformation remains 
a slave to one’s sins that lead one’s body to ruin, which 
means death. It is therefore not God Who pronounces 
this judgement, but one’s own body. In this way, the 
sheep and goats of the parable are separated, because 
one who practises Good reaches eternal life, whereas 
one who persists in Evil is cut off from it.

We therefore see that God is not powerless, but the 
sinner is, because they cannot survive. God is the Al-
mighty, but only uses his power to do Good. His char-
acter is the complete opposite of Evil. He therefore 
cannot force anyone to regret their mistakes, because 
this would violate their liberty and would thus be in the 
domain of Evil. But this is exactly what the theologian 
Daniel Marguerat and many other religious people like 
him want: a “powerful” God, according to their own 
understanding, Who threatens and forces some people 
into severe judgement, and Who punishes other peo-
ple by “admitting” them to Hell or Purgatory. In other 
words, a “policeman” who associates with a “jail war-
den” who is…yes, the Devil himself! We see here what 
an incoherent and unfriendly picture the religions have 
painted of the Almighty, Who is the Father of mercies 
and the God of all comfort…

Regarding the Devil, who unfortunately really exists, 
his created Hell exists only on Earth, and no where else. 
But the end of his reign is near, as the Lord God fortu-
nately assures us, and the Earth, which He has redeemed 
with the precious blood of his dear Son, will soon be 
restored and become his glorious footstool: a place of 
joy and happiness where humankind, re-educated in 
the science of altruism, will enjoy endless days in un-
disturbed bliss. For all people who wish to reach this 
glorious state, God gave for their salvation the dearest 
of his heart: his beloved Son. The Son himself says that 
he did not come to condemn, but “to save that which 
was lost”. Luke 19: 10.

God’s Word also tells us: “I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn 
from their ways and live” (Ezekiel 33: 11). For this rea-
son, in his coming Kingdom, He will open to all people 
his marvellous and sublime School in which they will 
be given every possibility to reach salvation and finally 
eternal life. Because we know about the Almighty’s very 
charitable intentions, we can exclaim with Isaiah the 
prophet: “Yes, in the way of your judgements, O LORD, 
we have waited for You. … For when your judgements 
come upon the Earth, the inhabitants of the world will 
learn righteousness.” Is. 26: 8 and 9.

Extraordinary reunion!
The following short item, reported by Jean-Marie Braud, 
was published in the French-language newspaper 
Ouest-France under the heading:

After eight days, Miquette the bitch managed to find 
her owners in hospital

Miquette is a small three-year-old Yorkshire Terrier. 
A faithful bitch weighing just over one kilogram but 
having an iron will. She walked a good 10 kilometres 
— braving roads, cars, traffic lights and crossroads — 
to find her owners in a hospital in Alençon [a town in 

we could talk about divine ways. I put all 
my zeal into this ministry, and soon a little 
assembly was formed, it filled me with hap-
piness. A brother from Grenoble often came 
to encourage us, because the fight of faith 
is a hard one when we are up against our 
dreadful selfish habits. The Lord’s support is 
indeed necessary to overcome oneself. 

When my son became of age, he decided to 
join his uncle in Canada, Canada once more... 
What a disappointment! and what a problem 
for me: should I leave with him? should I stay 
here to take care of the Lord’s family? What 
was I to do? Leave? Stay? I earnestly asked 
God to show me the best solution and to guide 
me. A brother advised me to go. And so, my 
son and I found ourselves in Vancouver, this 
large town where people spoke English! A 
young man learns a language quickly, but for 
my part I found it very difficult. There was 
hardly any work for women in this great port, 
but my son found employment at once as a 

plumber. I sometimes looked after children, 
but it was not enough to live on. 

Young people have their pals and their 
hobbies, so consequently they have very little 
time left for their mothers... My one wish was 
to go back to France. A friend and I decided 
to go back to our own country. But Montreal 
appealed to us: Everything was pleasant in 
that town: people spoke French, there was 
plenty of work for anyone skilled with needle 
and thread. So that was where we settled, 
over fifty years ago... 

However, I never forgot the Lord’s Work, 
and during my free time I evangelized in the 
parks. Here the people are very materialistic 
and are not preoccupied with spiritual prob-
lems. The ground was therefore arid, but I 
have always persevered and given my tes-
timony, quite especially by my attitude. The 
Paper for All and The Monitor of the Reign of 
Justice are my spiritual food, and I delight in 
it. I read the volumes brought by God’s faith-

ful and prudent Servant over and over again. 
They are monuments of truth. However, I 
would have liked to find someone with an 
attentive heart, thirsting for justice, but... I 
had subscribers whom I visited regularly, but 
none of them felt the need of closer contact. 

One day I received a letter from New York 
with the good news that our dear brother W. 
would be coming to Canada to visit the sub-
scribers. I can’t tell you how happy I was, I 
was brimming over! Meeting someone from 
the divine family, feeling once more this am-
bience of bliss, what a treat! He came in all 
simplicity, like a modest servant of the Lord, 
he encouraged me to bring the subscribers 
together so that the next time he might be 
able to conduct a little meeting. The time we 
were able to spend together was abundantly 
blessed. He returned to New York, but left 
behind him the sweet fragrance of the King-
dom of God which had already filled many 
periods of my life with reviving sunshine. 

My zeal was all the greater to call on the 
subscribers to our papers and invite them 
warmly to join us on a special day. That glad 
day came when we were eight of us to listen 
to the dear brother, who liberally dispensed 
divine impressions SO comforting that every-
one present promised to come again. 

Since then we often gather to read our 
precious publications together. We each 
make efforts to progress in the changing of 
our sentiments, and I strive to shoulder my 
responsibility to guide, stimulate and comfort. 
Although I am now well past eighty years of 
age, my days are days of gladness and bless-
ing. Spreading the assurance of the restora-
tion of all things is what I live for! 

Recently – a gift from above – my dear 
nephew came to see me all the way from 
France. One more great pleasure to cherish. 

*
When I meditate upon my life, so kindly 

guided by our beloved Master, I always think 
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Normandy, France] where they had been taken after 
a car accident on the 16th of December. 

In Alençon, after Liliane and Fernand Marguerite, 
from Fontenay-le-Marmion [a village in the Calvados 
region in France], had been pulled from their damaged 
car on the 16th of December, their first words were for 
some news about their two dogs that were with them 
in the vehicle.

Unfortunately, five-year-old Pupuce was killed in-
stantly, while panic-stricken Miquette fled through the 
countryside. She was not heard from again for days. 
Until the 24th of December, when an employee found 
the bitch, dirty and thin, prowling the alleyways of the 
hospital, close to her owners’ room. Owners who burst 
into tears of joy when they hugged her.

How did the bitch find her way in an area that she 
did not know? Did she follow a trail left by the am-
bulance at the accident scene? Maybe. A vet agreed 
that it was “really incredible” and readily called it “a 
Christmas miracle”.

Now, Liliane and Fernand Marguerite have gone 
home to the Calvados region, still in pain but on the 
mend. Yesterday, they fully enjoyed New Year’s Day. 
Miquette? She was not far away. “Toasty on our bed,” 
said Liliane with a smile, still moved to tears. Although 
it is nowadays quite common to run around on trips 
with pets, especially cats and dogs, we are neverthe-
less always pleased to share such stories. Each one is 
unique and always amazes us over and over again with 
the formidable skills of our faithful four-legged friends. 
The latter are able to find their owners when unforeseen 
circumstances separated them. Even when they have 
to travel great distances on mountainous routes with 
significant detours… Without using road maps, driving 
directions, information requests, etc. Without such as-
sistance, we humans would be unable to attain such 
feats. For these are real feats, in view of shelter, food, 
bad weather and difficulties of all kinds!

With their senses undoubtedly strongly imbued with 
their protectors’ personality, they manage to keep such 
a close contact with them that they can clearly perceive 
their presence in a specific place, even if it is very far 
away and completely unknown to them. A marvel of 
sensitivity that still baffles zoologists, whose knowledge 
is outpaced by such phenomena.

Miquette, the little bitch and seemingly so thin, has 
just proven in a special way what the will of a simple 
little dog can do when it is motivated by gratitude and 
inspired by devotion and loyalty.

Prayer: a divine privilege
From the Swiss French-language newspaper Tribune 
de Genève, dated the 2nd of March 2017, we take the 
following article about prayer, written by Blaise Menu, 
the moderator of the united pastors and deacons associa-
tion of the Protestant Church in Geneva, Switzerland:

Prayer: a “school of unrest”

Among the practices that characterize religious expres-
sion, prayer is undoubtedly the most well known…
and the strangest. Even if familiarity with places of 
faith has blurred, prayer nevertheless remains as a 
permanent and very personal trace of spiritual life or 
enduring hope. Despite fumbling for words or any well- 

formulated intention, prayer represents an experi-
ence that is accessible to one and all. This year, the 
memorable 500th anniversary of the Reformation hap-
pily reminds us of the freedom of belief in God, Who 
has become our Friend. As a common practice among 
religions, prayer is sometimes shrouded by the habit 
of meditation when faith goes as far as taking second 
place behind the more-or-less worldly quest for inner 
self.

But what should one think of this type of evidence 
that consists of speaking to God (no matter how little He 
listens) and of letting God speak to us (no matter how 
little He speaks)? Is prayer not, as one likes to believe, a 
refuge for the soul in restless times? Is it the ridiculous 
effort to want to change God, or is it a magical formula 
that conjures up the experience of fate (in the trivialities 
of daily life or in the great dramas of life)? Does “pray-
ing” mean “begging and pleading” to be answered? 
One could almost bet that God, to Whom we pray, is 
the image of our unfulfilled wishes and our lost battles: 
a God Who is the tailored image of humankind and its 
mistakes. To say it clearly: an idol. The following words 
are attributed to Pierre-Joseph Proudhon (1809–1865), 
a French politician, philosopher and anarchist: “Man 
becomes an atheist when he feels that he is better than 
his God.” In view of that statement, one must have the 
courage for a prayer that is different to the one that 
reassures us and puts us to sleep…

Prayer certainly is a voluntary way of peace, but 
above all, it is a “school of unrest”: it exhorts one who 
has the courage to understand that “praying” means 
“to be awake, to fight and to be involved in working 
for a positive change in the world…”

Prayer is a solemn affirmation and an assurance: it 
is achieved and it is received. Sometimes, but only 
sometimes, during a period of fasting, or not, prayer 
is a liturgical [ceremonial] formula of a worship or a 
mass. It has clearly always been a fight, as is shown 
in the Bible in the Book of Psalms and in the Book of 
Job. A fight for the dignity of each and everyone, in 
all facets of life. Since then, prayer and commitment 
have been one.

What should one think about that definition of prayer, 
which, at the very least, is an invention, not to mention 
ignorant? In any case, it is certain that those lines do 
not come from a person who prays. They contain as-
sumptions and even doubts…

While reading that text, we asked ourselves whether 
an atheist would have the desire to pray if they read it. 
Certainly not! Because prayer is something very differ-
ent. For many, it is still often a mystery, because we do 
not know the One to Whom it is directed: the Almighty. 
We are like Job: we had heard about God, but we do 
not know Who He is. Job 42: 5.

The very first requirement for praying is to believe 
in the existence of God. The writer of the Letter to the 
Hebrews, tells us: “Without faith, it is impossible to 
please God, because anyone who approaches God must 
believe that He exists” (Hebrews 11: 6). After that, one 
learns to understand Him and then to love Him. We are 
not talking here about any god, but about the only true 
God. The prophet Isaiah expresses it well: “O LORD 
of hosts, God of Israel, enthroned above the cherubim, 
you alone are God over all the kingdoms of the Earth. 
You made Heaven and Earth.” Isaiah 37: 16.

Many people in the world pray, but that does not 
mean that it is God Who answers all those prayers. We 
can even say that many prayers are not answered by 
the Almighty. In fact, God can understand, He can hear 
and He can see. David tells us: “God gave us ears and 
eyes. Can’t He hear and see?” Psalm 94: 9.

So that our prayer can be answered by the Almighty, 
the Highest Authority in the universe, it is necessary 
for Him to approve it, and for this, it is necessary to 
know what pleases God and what He cannot accept.

Above all, one should be aware that the Lord God 
does not need our prayers. It is we who need to pray, 
and it is an inestimable grace, a divine privilege to 
have access to the Throne of Grace and to be answered. 
Apostle John also says: “Whatever we ask, we receive 
from Him, because we keep his commandments and 
do what pleases Him.” 1 John 3: 22.

Now, what pleases God is that we love our fellow 
people. When we do this, we are introduced into the 
knowledge of the character of our kind heavenly Fa-
ther, and his plan of love for the benefit of humankind, 
whom He wants to save, is revealed before our eyes. 
Then, we understand the meaning of prayer, what we 
can ask God for and what we may offer Him. We can 
then also discern what type of collaboration He offers 
us in his Work.

Because “praying” does not mean “begging” for 
something. A child of God is not a beggar who asks 
for charity. If God is the Almighty, and if we feel that 
we are his children, then we have many things that we 
can express in our prayer. Already, our gratitude for the 
precious sacrifice of his beloved Son, our dear Saviour. 
Further, for the gift of faith, for divine grace, justification 
by faith, cover by the merits of Christ, which allow us 
to turn to the Lord God. Let us not forget the fact that 
without those divine provisions, it would be impossible 
for us to pray to God. Sin has created a gap between 
us and the Almighty, and to bridge it, a Mediator was 
necessary, who was Christ.

Before we pray for anything, we should therefore 
express our thanks for everything that we have re-
ceived. Then, gratitude develops in our heart. It is an 
important part of our salvation. It lets us understand 
that we should go further in our prayer, and praise and 
glorify the Lord God. In fact, our prayer should not be 
anything but a song of praise for the Almighty. When 
we consider our dear Saviour, he could truly say that 
he had glorified his Father. John 17: 4.

Only after we have thanked our kind heavenly Fa-
ther, and after we have praised and glorified Him, only 
then can we address our requests to Him. Then, we are 
capable of discerning our true needs that are mainly 
spiritual: faith, faithfulness, and perseverance in efforts, 
which are things that we need above all else. Then, we 
can pray for our fellow people and for all those who do 
not know God, and finally, we can wish for the Kingdom 
of God to be established on Earth and for the coming 
time when everyone will know the Lord God.

Let us be inspired by the most beautiful prayer that 
ever rose to the Throne of Grace over all the centuries, 
that of our dear Saviour before he was arrested. John 
17: 1–26.

Prayer is not a “school of unrest” or a mystery for 
a true child of God. All of one’s work and aspirations 
tend towards this goal: the glory of God.

of that Palm Sunday when the Jews acclaimed 
Jesus, who was soon to lay down his noble 
life, a sacrifice, to save us from the filth of 
sin, and from all our misery. 

Through faith I also glimpse the radiant 
day when not only a few Israelites shall 
acclaim Christ, but all humanity, together 
with all those who come back from the land 
of oblivion. They will return to Zion with 
hymns of gladness, grateful to have been re-
deemed at a great price. They will be able to 
exclaim: “Hosanna in the highest” but also: 
“Hosanna over the whole Earth” once more 
become God’s glorious footstool. So when we 
assemble a few of us together, I like to sing 
this marvellous hymn with them:

This is the victory which, to Christ doth fall;
Unto Him be glory: He hath conquered all.

News in brief
of the Reign of Justice
The meeting of the Station of Sternberg, in 
Germany, was a great encouragement to the 
family of faith. 

The Message from the Lord, delivered to 
us by his faithful Messenger was particularly 
rich. On Saturday, March  24th, the text com-
mented upon by God’s Servant was: “Now 
abideth faith, hope, and love, these three; 
and the greatest of these is love”. When you 
consider that divine love is expressed by self-
lessness and utter forgetfulness of self, for the 

purpose of existing for the good of others, it 
places you at once face to face with the pro-
gramme. Jesus expressed it very clearly in 
these words: “Greater love hath no man than 
this, that he lay down his life for his friends”. 
That which leads to such a love as this, is, 
to be sure, real faith which gives rise in the 
heart to a hope so glorious that it becomes 
a main-spring that gives you the possibility 
of arriving at love. For loving in a perfectly 
selfless manner, sentiments are required that 
are so lofty that they are quite unknown to 
the natural man now plunged in selfishness. 
Those sentiments are to be cultivated at the 
school of Christ. At that school there is no 
constraint, nor threats, nor enticement of any 
kind, but only unassailable attachment to 
God, to his beloved Son, and love for dying 
and groaning humanity.

 On Sunday, the message of God’s Servant 
was based on the words of Christ saying: “Ho-
ly Father, keep them in thy name, which thou 
hast given me, that they might be one even 
as we are”. The whole universe is governed 
by one sole power, which is God’s spirit. It is 
a power of unity, of cohesion, which holds all 
things together and makes perfect harmony 
possible. Everything that is under the action 
of that power is preservable. The moment 
there is a break there comes disintegration 
and destruction. Men in general have come 
to understand that to obtain real power, unity 
is indispensable. However, as their objects 

are always selfish, their unity is but a sorry 
imitation leading to catastrophe. It is sectarian 
uniformity that is offered as unity. Real unity 
can be obtained only in the communion of 
people who are never against anybody, but 
ever for all, and for each, and this in quite 
selfless devotion. That is why everybody who 
wishes to become a real Christian has to ask 
himself: “Have you truly no personal aim, do 
you truly not seek after anything that might 
hinder that wonderful unity designed for the 
general blessing?”

With these powerful teachings placed be-
fore them, the family of faith there united 
were wonderfully fed, and they felt the breath 
so beneficent of divine grace. In general, a 
large number of the brothers and sisters set 
off with a fresh impetus, to place themselves 
zealously at the Lord’s service, and to carry 
out His kindly and glorious programme of 

liberation.
It is ever more clearly being brought home 

to us that those meetings must become not 
merely simple gatherings of admirers, but 
of real idealists to whom altruism is not just 
a word nor just a religion, but an invitation 
to action framed in unmistakable terms. As 
we were told at the meeting in Sternberg, 
every Christian worthy of the name ought 
to be able to say as his Master: “Zeal for thy 
house eateth me up”. We feel very distinctly 
that the time has come when, in the midst 

of the terrible rising tide of discontentment, 
of violence, and of numberless conflicts, of 
the worship unlimited of the golden calf, the 
remedy prepared by God and introduced by 
Him must be made manifest. It is no longer 
the time of preparation, but the time for ac-
tion, as the Lord’s Messenger has told us many 
times. It is with that thought in mind that we 
will attend our meetings, resolutely, laying 
aside every other sentiment. Let each of us 
take it to heart to join the ranks of those who 
hasten the day of God with holy conduct and 
godliness. May the thought of each of us be 
to bear witness with our way of living to the 
fact that the new world is there in which no 
one is discontented or bad tempered anymore, 
and has laid aside self-seeking, joyfully ac-
cepting every small inconvenience and trial 
that may be offered to us in those big meet-
ings. Such a witness borne collectively will 
have much more effect than any amount of 
wonderful speeches. Witness of this kind has 
been borne in a small way here and there, 
but it must now be borne on a much greater 
scale and must become much more living. 
That is what we ardently wish all our dear 
brothers and sisters, and what, with all our 
heart, we wish to carry out ourselves.
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