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EVERYBODY in the world is seeking happiness, 
and how natural this is! To live a joyless life is no 

envious lot. Yet how many are there who obtain the 
happiness which they long for so much? From the top 
to the bottom of the social scale, there is not one who 
is truly happy. For some, there may be a few gleams 
of happiness, but it is like fireworks which very soon 
goes out. Man, who is at present under a sentence of 
death, is constantly being disillusioned. 

Today, more than ever before, there is wretched-
ness on Earth, both mental and physical. A poor man 
never succeeds in making ends meet. Millions of peo-
ple are dying of hunger. Others are millionaires but 
have no one to truly love them. There is also sickness 
that introduces itself by stealth, and above all death, 
that frightful, that terrible thing that cuts off the most 
splendid hopes. 

Yet God had prepared an ideal dwelling place for 
man, the Garden of Eden, a spacious habitation, flood-
ed with sunshine, amidst splendid plant life, and with 
the full profusion of divine blessing. All this was placed 
at his disposal by the love of the divine Creator, and 
on top of that, his almighty protection. Fruit in profu-
sion, clean air, and every amount of evidence of kindly 
forethought was there to gladden man’s heart and to 
sustain his organism and ensure his having happiness 
and prosperity. 

Man played havoc with that wonderful Paradise. He 
destroyed the hydrographic system established by the 
Creator and so let loose some frightful disturbances. All 
sorts of bad-weather conditions then began on Earth. 
To protect themselves from frost or from torrid heat, 
the harvest of what they had sown, men had to build 
houses in which people artificially warm themselves 
and crowd themselves. That is how it comes about that 
today there are people who are cold, who are hungry 
and who suffer all manner of calamities. That is the 
sorry work of man who has behaved as a vandal on 
the Earth that belongs to the Lord. 

Fortunately, the situation is going to change. The 
Earth is going to become a Paradise again, in which 
man, having been taught divine ways, will behave as 
a terrestrial son of God. Then, he will be able to live 
eternally, free from care and sorrow, as a result of the 
Redemption Work done by the Son of God. He, owing 
to his sacrifice, became the Saviour of all men. As a 
consequence of his Work and of the Work of his asso-

ciates, his Little Flock, the Restoration of All Things is 
being prepared by the introduction of our dear Saviour’s 
reign on Earth, bringing with it the “sun of righteous-
ness” with “healing in its rays”. 

All this, of course, calls for the implementation of 
a vast programme and a complete transformation in 
men’s mentality. At present, mankind permits itself to 
be influenced by evil, and this makes it die. It will have 
to permit itself to be influenced solely by good, which 
promotes life and makes the heart glad. Man is gov-
erned by the law of good. He cannot live in any other 
atmosphere without suffering and dying. Mankind is up 
against all sorts of difficulties because it is not covered 
by God’s Holy Spirit owing to its selfish sentiments. In 
this way, it is at the mercy of every kind of misfortune. 

All these difficulties will disappear when man lives 
his life in accordance with the divine law. This will 
procure him the cover of God’s grace as if he were 
clothed in an invincible breastplate. God’s Holy Spirit 
will protect him as, of old, it protected our dear Saviour. 
Nothing was able to harm him. He was able to walk 
on water and to calm the storm. God’s Spirit upheld 
him as it upholds the stars and planets in space. It is 
understandable that when that power is able to do its 
work on mankind, no more harm at all will be done on 
Earth, which will have become God’s earthly Kingdom. 

In the Kingdom of God, inclement weather will be 
unknown, for the hydrographic system will be set in 
order again. There will be a constant temperature of 
between 20 and 22°C (between 68 and 73°F). The tall 
trees will reappear, and there will be plants in profu-
sion. The trees will absorb the moisture from the air and 
transmit it to the soil. There will be neither winter nor 
burning summer. When that wonderful Kingdom is es-
tablished on Earth, man will be reconciled with God, his 
Benefactor, Who has always blessed him by granting 
him his grace and kindness. Man has despised all those 
blessings, and the equivalent followed automatically. 
It has been a great disaster. When you sow the wind, 
you must reap the whirlwind. That is inevitable. That 
is what has happened to mankind, and today it is more 
visible than ever. The desperate situation that is about 
to overtake them will make them “wise for salvation”. 
They will return to God, having learnt their lesson.

The Almighty does nought but good. His heart is 
kind, affectionate and most tender. He loves all men. 
His compassionate eye is on them. His helpful hand is 

held out to them to relieve them and to heal them. But 
for the time being, they will have nought of his help, 
and that is why they have to labour and suffer.

Our dear Saviour came to Earth to fulfil the law on 
mankind’s behalf. The life lost in Eden by Adam and 
all his race, had to be redeemed. For that purpose, a 
life that was pure and spotless had to be given for a 
Ransom. The Son of God came to do that sublime Work 
himself. He set the human race free from condemna-
tion, thus becoming the “new father” of the human 
race.

A Second Eve was needed to give birth to the new 
world made of creatures redeemed by the blood of 
Christ. This Second Eve had to lay down her life with 
the Second Adam (the Son of God), having herself 
been redeemed by him. She is made up of 144,000 peo-
ple called, in the Bible, the “Little Flock”, the “Royal 
Priesthood”, and the members of the “Body of Christ”. 
These people have been called by our dear Saviour all 
along the Gospel Age. The last of this Little Flock are 
about the completion of their sacrifice. That is why the 
proclamation of the Kingdom of God, the result of that 
Work of sacrifice and love, is now taking place, for the 
last remainder of that sacrifice is on the point of being 
paid.

The first gleams of the Kingdom are already showing 
in a nation which is rising. This nation understands the 
divine programme and is working with ardour on the 
Restoration of All Things. It is doing its utmost to fulfil 
the conditions of life the Lord is setting before mankind, 
which is to put the Universal Law into practice, the law 
that is written in the human organism, and which that 
nation now intends to write in its heart. 

Adam could have led his descendants to life. Eve 
could have given her children an education which 
would have made them happy. But she directed them 
to the wrong road, having allowed herself to be sug-
gestionized by Lucifer who ought to have been the 
first human couple’s protector. The ingratitude of our 
first parents fetched them out of the divine protection 
that rested on them. Accordingly, they had to have the 
experience of evil, having chosen it, thus voluntarily 
choosing the way of adversity. 

Lucifer, who had become Satan, set himself up as the 
“god of this world”. He gave mankind some substitutes 
to replace what they had lost. They dug out caves for 
themselves in which to shelter from all the disturbances 
that arose from breaking the law. Subsequently, they 
came, little by little, to building houses which became 
more and more comfortable and sumptuous. Neverthe-
less, however wonderful those houses may be, man, 

Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted

FOR several years now, the Spanish Re-
public had been reigning in the place 

of the monarchy. The people’s lot had been 
appreciably improved. Millions of them had 
felt hope revive in their hearts, and the light 
of that hope had brightened the trouble that 
still existed. 

Many others, on the contrary, were in 
the grip of keen anxiety. Their aristocratic 
privileges were threatened, their dominion 
was being shaken, and these dangers were 
prompting, in them, the urge to resist. Until 
then, the common people had been given 
over, bound hand and foot, into the good 
graces of the exploiters. The latter, strong in 
their worldly wealth and very careful about 
their own interests, were lying low, awaiting 
the favourable moment to get power back 
into their own hands. The people, busy get-

ting used to their new freedom, were far too 
preoccupied with enjoying it, more or less 
selfishly, to think about taking wise measures 
for the future. 

So, the large village, in the region of Anda-
lusia in southern Spain, where Carlos lived, 
was basking through its most pleasant years 
in peace and rejoicing. Its almost constantly 
blue sky inspired optimism, and this childlike 
trust was free of any apprehension about the 
future. In the patios (roofless inner courtyards 
around which each house was built), festive 
evenings extended late into the starry nights, 
and there were concerts of guitars and folk-
singing, or grandfathers’ reminiscences to 
listen to. The golden age seemed to be at 
the door, and everyone was light-heartedly 
hailing the benefits of the new era. 

In those days, Carlos was a lad with fair 
curly hair. He was as lively as could be, and 
interested in everything that went on around 
him. He was particularly captivated by mu-

sic, which would transport him into a land of 
dreams, from which it was very hard to recall 
him. Childlike when he was daydreaming, he 
would think to himself that man was made 
for living by music and, like birds, without 
any care about tomorrow. 

The succeeding years were going to seri-
ously overturn his idealistic notions of life. 
His eyes were going to be very abruptly and 
harshly opened on learning that man is as a 
wolf to his fellow men, and that violence and 
injustice frequently come out on top. 

For the time being, he had to take things 
as they came. His father, a ploughman for a 
big landowner, was able to provide for the 
five mouths he had to feed. For this purpose, 
every day, wet or fine, he would drive his 
team of mules dragging the plough under 
the sun’s burning rays in summer and in the 
pouring rain in winter. A few wealthy owners 
shared the land among them, together with 
the labour which was very cheap. They were 

all-powerful and did as they liked, generally 
to the detriment of the poor folk. Those lords 
were very devout Christians and would very 
condescendingly indulge their compassion by 
granting the poor the privilege of working in 
their fields, of tending their cattle, of guard-
ing their forests or of renovating their houses. 
In exchange for these services, the wretched 
people would be paid enough to keep them 
from dying of hunger, and had an everlasting 
debt of gratitude towards their benefactors. 
Since they also had to show themselves wor-
thy of all this blessing before the Lord, they 
were well advised to attend religious services 
on Sundays...otherwise, of course, they were 
quite free to look elsewhere for ways of earn-
ing their bread. So, they would fill the church 
benches without conviction, for there was no 
profit to be found there, either for the heart 
or for the mind. It was very easy for those 
men and women, burdened quite enough by 
the hardships of life, to doubt the goodness 
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sooner or later, has to forsake them, to permit himself 
to be borne to the graveyard, and, in that resting place 
of the dead, to await the Resurrection.

The dwellings men build for themselves are but 
wretched substitutes for the real House of the Father, 
for the Paradise of God, where perfect harmony and 
complete security reign. There is no longer anything to 
fear, because only good is done there. Since the wild 
animals are no longer hunted by man, they become 
gentle and submissive. The tall trees form a magnifi-
cent protective dome which filters the sun’s rays. The 
hydrographic system is rectified, and there is no more 
inclement weather, nothing but an agreeable and re-
freshing breeze. The Earth brings forth an abundance 
of everything man requires for his sustenance. There 
is peace and harmony. No more monopolisers; no more 
dominators. No more wretched people dying of hun-
ger, or rich people who die of excess. All is balanced 
wonderfully in every possible way by the harmony 
produced by God’s Holy Spirit, which is the expres-
sion of love. There is no more pain, no more crying 
and no more tears. Death itself will at last be overcome 
forever by the soul Work of the Son of God and of his 
Little Flock. 

Between the present time and the time when the 
Kingdom of God is firmly established on Earth, there 
is a transitional period, that of the Restoration of All 
Things now beginning with the introduction of the 
Reign of Justice. Nothing is as yet perceptible to the 
eyes of the most people, but only to those who are work-
ing on it and know divine ways. Nevertheless, it will 
very soon be visible to all eyes. The prophets have seen 
that time of blessing and have spoken about it. Isaiah 
says that men will no longer build houses for others to 
dwell in, and that they will no longer plant vineyards 
for others to eat the fruit. Everyone shall live in his own 
house, under his vine and his fig tree. 

During that transitional period, houses will still be 
needed. Only by degrees will the weather become as 
it was in Eden. Some time will be required to restore 
the tall trees and for the hydrographic system to be 
rectified. Men themselves will be the workmen col-
laborating on these stupendous operations. Working 
under the influence of God’s Holy Spirit, they will at-
tain perfection in their sentiments, and this will make it 
possible for them to live forever on the restored Earth.

Our dear Saviour said to his disciples: “In my Fa-
ther’s House are many mansions. … I am going there 
to prepare a place for you.” Our Lord meant by this 
that at his School, he was going to fit his disciples for 
a special inheritance, the celestial one, which is not for 
mankind in general. It is for those who associate with 
our dear Saviour, sacrificing their terrestrial life with 
him. In this way, they are prepared, cut out, and trained 
for forming the Father’s celestial House. 

Those real disciples of Christ, while they were on 
Earth, were true priests, sacrificers. Their sacrifice was 
not a piece of bread, or animals. They offered up their 
own persons as voluntarily victims for payment for the 
guilty. They have become the dwellings of the Most 
High. All of them together form the Tabernacle of God 
with men, mentioned in Revelation. Having laid down 
their terrestrial nature for a sacrifice, sacrificing their 
human life, they will rise to divine nature in Heaven. 

As for mankind in general, their dwelling place is the 
Earth and always will be, for it was created as ideal to 
their condition. They are terrestrial, that is to say, for 
the Earth, which, when it is restored, will be a wonder-
ful and everlasting abode for them in the Kingdom of 
God. They will live there happily, with happiness which 
will never be spoilt. 

They are the splendid prospects now ahead of hu-

manity. They are illustrated splendidly in the book The 
Message to Humanity, which shows man how utterly 
false are the world’s institutions set up in the course 
of his reign of darkness by the god of this world, who 
is Satan. All these things will be wrecked in the great 
trouble which is on the way. The Message to Humanity 
shows man what evil is and its consequences, but it also 
shows the remedy and what is to be done to obtain life 
and happiness. Everyone can read it and get into line 
for introducing the Kingdom of God on Earth, breaking 
away from everything that leads to the grave. 

The time has come when all who want to can take 
hold of eternal life by submitting to the Universal Law, 
which requires each to live for the good of all, loving 
his neighbour as himself and God above all else. In this 
way, you put yourself under divine protection, being 
accessible to God’s Holy Spirit. He who is under the 
influence of that invincible power is out of reach of the 
Adversary’s attacks. Henceforth, such a one can head 
for eternal life on Earth.

Praise for altruism
From the Belgian-French magazine En Marche, 
No. 1604 from the 5th of April 2018, we take the fol-
lowing article that greatly interested us and that we 
would like to share with our dear readers:

And what if mutual help were our nature?

Even Charles Darwin [an English scientist] in the 19th 
century, and then Peter Kropotkin [a Russian scientist] 
last century, indicated that the species [or tribe] that 
survive are those that aid each other the most. Firstly, 
one thought that the adaptability of living beings was 
the only ability for survival. And therefore also, the 
fight for survival. Today, two “independent” research-
ers have pointed out the relevance of the natural law 
that was described by the above-mentioned thinkers 
and that applies to all of us: mutual support.

In the French book L’entraide, l’autre loi de la jungle 
[in English: Mutual Aid, the other Law of the Jungle], 
the authors Pablo Servigne and Gauthier Chapelle, both 
qualified agronomists and biologists from Belgium, ap-
ply the term “Law of the Jungle” to mutual aid, and 
show how all living things are imbued with this princi-
ple. It is a stimulating and inspiring analysis, especially 
since the procedures in mutual aid are less costly and 
more productive than those inherent in competition.

In our society, which is exposed to exhaustion, this 
book appears to be a crucial and welcome consideration. 
It is a reason to recognize mutual aid and everything 
associated with it, such as peace (internal and per-
sonal, as well as global and social). In humankind, as 
well as in nature, “there are always two forces at work: 
one that divides (competition, aggression, etc.), and 
one that unites (cooperation, altruism, etc.)”, explains 
Pablo Servigne. “Altruism is deeply rooted in us and 
expresses itself in a powerful way,” he says. There are 
ways to develop this cooperative strength. The authors 
propose three conditions that benefit the procedures of 
mutual aid: security, trust and equality.

A three-legged stand for mutual aid

Nowadays, one sells coffee in aluminium capsules so 
that we have a better impression of ourselves, one 
sprays us with perfume so that we become sensual 
and irresistible, etc. This consumerism, which is in step 
with prevailing neoliberalism, conflicts with the three 
proposed supports.

Firstly, consumerism creates insecurity. It is based 
on the ability to buy: money. Now, the constant offer 
of products, especially by means of advertising, creates 
an insecure situation for us, because we are continu-
ally made aware of our financial ability, of its fragility 
and limits. Or, to say it differently, of our “holy buying 

power”, which we are made to believe is the universal 
remedy and the condition of our lives.

Consumerism also creates a lack of trust and a feel-
ing of insecurity. Because the rules seem to change ac-
cording to how much money is available, the feeling of 
injustice among “little people” and small communities, 
is widespread. Both have the impression that they are 
being constantly checked, while the “big fish” can be 
as fraudulent as they want to be. As the sayings go “It 
is always the little man who is crushed” and “Might 
is right”.

Do (oneself) good

A Chinese proverb says “Only dead fish swim with 
the current”. Our way of consuming, this “compete 
in everything” around us, as well as our tendency to 
strive for theoretical possibilities at any price, require 
us to swim against the current. In fact, it generates in 
us a feeling of extreme desolation, isolation, loneliness, 
depression… Mutual aid, on the contrary, is produced 
in contact, in touch and in reality. It makes the ego let 
go, opens oneself and lets oneself be transformed by 
others. The thoughts of both authors invite us to open 
our eyes to our natural abilities, to a strength that we 
possess. They direct our attention to the feeling of our 
mutual dependence and to the joys of the community, 
of the group and of togetherness. They are all concepts 
that, if we open our eyes a little, let us question our 
relationship with others and with the modern world.

If our dear Saviour Jesus Christ had read those lines, 
he would have said to the author: “You are not far from 
the Kingdom of God” (Mark 12: 34). In fact, mutual aid 
is written into the Universal Law, according to which, 
we were created, and according to which, every being 
and everything in Heaven and on Earth should exist for 
the good of each other and have communion with each 
other. This is the most important law that we should 
know by heart and especially practise with the heart. 
Because our life depends on its observance. In fact, 
mutual help is a quality of our nature, but we have no 
right to exist if we are not benefactors to those around 
us. Our life, our health and our spirituality depend on 
whether we follow the Universal Law.

We agree with the author of those lines when he 
says: “Altruism is deeply rooted in us and expresses 
itself in a powerful way.” In fact, all the organs in our 
body function in an altruistic way. The heart does not 
only pump for itself, the lungs do not only breathe for 
themselves, and the stomach does not only digest for 
itself: everything functions in an altruistic way for the 
good of the entire body. From that observation, one 
can learn a profound lesson. Especially when one sees 
that the human mind does not currently work in that 
way. On the contrary, it is selfish and often hurts those 
around it. That is also where aggression and competi-
tion, mentioned in this article, come from. But there 
is a long list of the effects of selfishness, which is un-
fortunately not limited to aggression and competition. 
It goes so far that one makes war against one’s fellow 
human beings in order to satisfy personal interests.

Another effect of selfishness, rightly mentioned in 
this article, is the similarly harmful consumerism. It is 
the leading force in our society, which is also called 
the “consumer society”. As the author aptly analyzes, 
consumerism — in which we often purchase without 
a valid reason or a need — is based on buying power. 
Consumerism creates a gap between the rich, who can 
buy, and the poor, who are in need, and who thus also 
have a feeling of injustice. Consumerism not only cre-
ates “a lack of trust and a feeling of insecurity”, it also 
does not make happiness, because happiness does not 
depend on what one owns, but on what one appreciates. 
It is gratitude, a sentiment derived from altruism, that 
makes happiness, not the fact of owning many things.

On the other hand, one does not swim against the 
current when one practises mutual aid or altruism. The 

preached to them, and the God Who upheld 
the strong and threatened the weak. It ap-
peared that everything was blessed by Him, 
both wealth and poverty. Violence was holy 
as long as it sustained the power of one set 
of people, and maintained the poverty of the 
others. For the time being, one bowed one’s 
head and held one’s tongue. 

Many questions were jostling each another 
in Carlos’s mind. Revolt against injustice and 
against the hypocritical comedy being played 
all around him, was seething in his heart. Ow-
ing to the uprightness of his heart, he could 
not put up with compromise. Through the 
painful hours, he would seek refuge in music, 
and with a flute, made with his own hands 
out of a reed, he would dispel his gloom. 

Several years went by in this way. The 
government, with praiseworthy intentions, 
was doing its best for the interests of all. 
But all the opposition to its social trend coa-
lesced, and the obstacles to its action soon 

became insurmountable. The problem was 
complicated by corruption, and things went 
from bad to worse. Mass unemployment set 
in, causing the political horizon to become 
darker and darker. General anxiety, growing 
day by day, was reflected in all faces. 

“Well, it’s war after all (the Spanish Civil 
War),” said Carlos’s father with a lump in his 
throat, coming home one day at noon. He 
was unable to say another word. That word, 
which went from mouth to mouth through-
out the country, rang the bell of hope and of 
bright prospects, which had been built up 
with such great pains. 

A general had drawn his troops with him 
into open revolt, and odious war was now 
reality. Father and son were confronted on 
opposite sides of the conflict; in other cases, 
brother was opposed to brother. Must they kill 
one another? They did kill one another, and 
the war lasted three years. Foreign powers 
gave their support to one side or the other, 

according to the colour of their politics. Chris-
tian countries sent mercenaries to uphold 
injustice which finally prevailed. The history 
of those few years was written in the mud of 
wretchedness and in the blood of misfortune. 

A few months before the final defeat, Car-
los’s father set off for the front, to the great 
despair of his loved ones. Mother, under the 
influence of dark foreboding, kept on repeat-
ing: “You won’t come back. You won’t come 
back.” And so it was, a few days later, that 
the sad news was brought to her. She was 
left a widow with five children, Carlos the 
eldest of them, having only just turned ten. 

As soon as the conquerors were in power, 
they took advantage of it in the most infamous 
way, and the jaws of the “vice of dictator-
ship” became tighter every day. They were 
able to wreak their will with impunity, and 
the prisons became choked with unfortunate 
prisoners, more worthy of freedom than their 
captors.

During those days, Carlos’s family descend-
ed into the lowest levels of misery. They had 
to leave the house, but fortunately, grandfa-
ther was able to give them shelter. He was 
a fine old man, upright and warm-hearted. 

Next door also, there were some newcom-
ers, driven from their home by similar cir-
cumstances. They became acquainted and 
discovered there was a link of kinship. But it 
was adversity, shared in common, that really 
tightened the bonds of friendship. The father 
of the newcomers was in prison, and mother 
was sick. The eldest girl, Carmen, was ten 
and was working beyond her strength, but 
had everything in hand. Like Carlos, she was 
too young to take the weight of so much re-
sponsibility on her shoulders. The immediate 
question was to live, and for that purpose, 
they had to eat. And so began their main 
troubles and long dreary years of wretched-
ness. Cupboards became empty, and supplies 
melted away. They stripped the garden of its 
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opposite is the case. It is selfishness and all its derivates 
that are going in the wrong direction, because the law 
of altruism applies to the entire universe, right down to 
our body, as we showed at the beginning of our expla-
nation. One understands why it says in this article that 
our way of consumerism “generates in us a feeling of 
extreme desolation, isolation, loneliness, depression”, 
because, in the entire universe, we are the only ones 
existing selfishly.

In contrast to that, the practice of altruism gives us the 
feeling of belonging to a big family in whom the Lord 
God is our Father, and our dear Saviour is our Supreme 
Friend who gave his life for us. But if we continue in 
this way, we will obviously be confronted with a hard 
fight against ourselves, because our mentality is self-
ish. A fight that all the faithful people of God before us 
have fought and that they all got through as victors with 
the almighty help of the Lord God and of their Saviour.

Before we conclude, we would like to bring the author 
of those lines a message of hope that also applies to all 
other people of goodwill, namely that the current state 
of things will not last forever. It will make room for the 
Kingdom of God, which, thanks to the sacrifice of our 
dear Saviour and his faithful Church, will be established 
over the whole world, where humankind has become 
brothers and sisters who love and help each other.

The cult of self
“We reproach people for talking about themselves, but 
it is the subject they treat best.” That quote by Anatole 
France — who was a French poet, journalist and novel-
ist (1844–1924) — contains a seed of truth. Selfishness 
urges us to not only think about ourselves, but to also 
talk about ourselves. The following article — from the 
French-language social newspaper Sans abri from April 
2015 — deals with self-presentation, which benefits from 
social media, such as Facebook, and also from forums, 
blogs and other sites that one finds on the Internet. We 
quote here the text from Catherine Lejealle.

Controlling one’s image is euphoric

Is life on Facebook more beautiful? One often has that 
impression when looking at people’s pages that are 
full of flattering photos, inspiring situations and exotic 
locations. What are these presentations for? The fol-
lowing is an explanation by Catherine Lejealle, who 
is a sociologist and a specialist teacher in information 
and communication technology in both private and 
professional domains.

Just several years ago, the construction of a public im-
age was reserved for stars and politicians. But today, 
everyone can or should do it. One especially observes 
that among the young people of Generation X and Y, who 
make greatest use of this possibility. This self-projection 
occurs mainly in social media, especially on Facebook.

Everyone is their own public-relations (PR) person

Our presence in society has totally changed with social 
media. Today’s field of activity is the world and one’s 
current situation. One can be here and somewhere else 
at the same time, as well as knowing what is happening 
nearby and on the other side of the world. The connec-
tion with time and space has been turned completely 
upside down, in the sense of a shortening of time, of 
a superimposed omnipresence and of a linking with 
various worlds. One is here and there, and intertwines 
private, public and professional matters. This creates a 
euphoria of the present state and of life. This life con-
sists of participation, permanent if possible, or almost.

When going to bed and straight after waking up, 
young people check their smartphone to see the latest 
news on their social media. Our value depends on the 
image that others have of us by them typing our name 
in a search engine. If they find nothing, it is as though 
one does not exist. A paradigm shift has occurred [our 

view of the world has changed]: nowadays, if one is 
not seen or heard, one no longer exists. Users say that 
one has died. Even worse, they have the feeling that 
one’s existence has diminished. Everyone therefore be-
comes their own “public-relations person”. This creates 
a permanent demand to be connected. To be linked, to 
always appear on the screen, and to leave digital traces 
behind, is synonymous with living more intensively…

The question that therefore arises is to know whether 
this self-presentation of our life is detrimental to our 
real life. Some people spend more time on building 
their digital window than really living… One wants to 
promote the best possible image of oneself, and one 
goes as far as embellishing things…

No more border between reality and virtual reality
Smartphones and tablets allow a connection for the 
whole day, coupled with messages that one can con-
stantly receive… The possibilities for living are therefore 
multiplied and easily used. It is only a matter of pressing 
a key that one can chose as desired. Finally, one discov-
ers that the border between reality and virtual reality 
has disappeared. For young people, technology does 
not appear to be intrusive, but rather the opposite, a 
means of creating connections. We belong to the world, 
and the world belongs to us… Furthermore, in light of 
a European regulation proposal, lawyers are consider-
ing the “right to be forgotten”, which means, the “pos-
sibility to control the traces of one’s past”, by having 
the right to delete these traces. But when questioned 
about that, young people confirm that they want the 
opposite: they are in no way interested in deleting the 
window that they have spent so much time on building.

The two negative effects of this self-presentation
One can see (at least) two negative effects of this perma-
nent self-presentation. The first is the depressed feeling 
that is accompanied by the use of Facebook. Several 
studies have shown this. How can it be explained? On 
one hand, the time that one spends on social media is 
time in which one does not really live, at least in the 
sense that it does not give us sensations and emotions. 
On the other hand, the presentation of other people’s 
lives seems so extraordinary that, in comparison, one’s 
own life feels less good…

 The second negative effect is bullying, especially 
group bullying [called “mobbing”]. This of course is 
something that existed even before the Internet: for 
example, in school grounds, a child who did not behave 
according to the norm, was at risk of being teased and 
stigmatized. France is furthermore a country in which 
stigmatizing is common, clearly more so than in nearby 
Germany and Belgium. The problem is that this bul-
lying is even stronger and more violent when there is 
a screen between the culprit and the victim, because 
the distance, which means the anonymity, protects the 
culprit and allows them to participate in group denigra-
tion. Additionally, social media enables a large number 
of people to pick on an individual, and this “punching 
bag” paradoxically serves as an integration factor for 
all those in the group who make fun of this individual. 
These practices have dramatic consequences, such as 
suicide, which, in recent years, has been seen in sev-
eral young people after they had been lynched on the 
Internet.

Despite those possible negative effects, which require 
adjustment and caution, it would be silly not to benefit 
from such a collective institution that allows sharing 
and exchange with others and that helps make con-
tacts. There are no bad institutions, but only bad users. 
Let us remember that it takes time to establish norms 
and that it took Facebook 9 months to get 100 million 
users. In comparison, it took radio 38 years to get 50 
million listeners, it took television 13 years to get that 
many viewers, and it took the Internet only 4 years to 
get that many users. Thanks to the Internet, YouTube 
every year offers the equivalent of 4,300 years of con-

tent for viewing, on [French] channels such as “TF1” 
or “France 2”. Let us give them some time!

As the author of the above article says, the wish to 
present oneself is not a new phenomenon. What is new, 
is the way that it is done, especially the possibility and 
speed of distributing information, which are constantly 
increasing. New information and communication tech-
nologies offer almost unlimited possibilities. But, as with 
other things, it is the way and the purpose of their use 
that makes them either a good or a bad thing.

The real problem is that humankind is selfish, so that 
all the means within its range of influence are used 
for its personal advantage. Thereby, as an equivalent, 
humankind reaps the curse instead of the blessing. Be-
cause what humankind ignores is that it is subject to the 
Universal Law, which states that all things and all being 
exists for the good of each other and have communion 
with each other. Every violation of that Law unavoidably 
exposes the one who commits it to the manifested Law 
of Equivalents. That is why we can today observe so 
many bad results through the misuse or inappropriate 
use of social media. That applies to all areas.

For example, one takes into consideration that after 
Christ’s sacrificial death, all the so-called Christian de-
nominations developed under the influence of Satan, 
the Adversary. When one considers all the evil that 
was committed over the centuries in the name of these 
denominations, one agrees with apostle Paul who said: 
“As it is written: ‘The Name of God is blasphemed 
among the Gentiles because of you’” (Romans 2: 24). 
It seems to us that that is a good example which shows 
that something which was originally perfect can be 
used in a bad way.

To come back to the subject that occupies us, it is 
certain that social media can be at the service of in-
formation and communication, and that young people 
have effectively acquired these new distribution tools 
to display and promote themselves. One may well 
think that it is not very edifying to spend hours, if not 
days, on constructing one’s own image, which means, 
to talk about oneself and to show oneself in photos, 
videos, etc. One has absolutely no benefit from such a 
practice. On the other hand, there is an actual risk of 
being made to look ridiculous in front others. It is of-
ten a drama for young people, among whom some go 
as far as taking their lives because they are not able 
to bear such a trial. Our heart bleeds when we think 
about these innocent victims. But one often cannot save 
them from it: they would not believe us, and they have 
to experience it to the end.

With what speed these novelties spread! Facebook 
needed only 9 months to gather 100 million users. Ra-
dio needed 50 times longer to reach half that number, 
television needed 17 times, and the Internet needed 5 
times. These numbers are impressive and really make 
us think. Let us consider that behind all that is an evil 
power, that of God’s Adversary, Satan, who certainly 
does not want good for humankind, but its ruin. One can 
say that the Adversary has found a formidable means 
to capture the attention of humankind, especially that 
of young people, in order to let their abilities come to 
nothing. When one wakes up, one becomes aware that 
one has wasted one’s time. Because the bonds that are 
thereby made are only virtual. Information that is cir-
culated in these media, is exaggerated, deformed and 
often even falsified. How can one trust this flood of facts 
that demand a response, immediately if possible, and 
that thereby consume our time, time that one should 
spend on occupying oneself with one’s fellow person, 
to exist for their good, to love them! That would nour-
ish the human nervous system and would edify and 
lead one to life.

We fortunately know that the time is coming, and 
it is very close, when the Truth will triumph. In the 
Kingdom of God — whose establishment on Earth com-
menced with the publication of the book The Message 
to Humanity — all people will learn to love each other. 

very grass, and they trudged miles and miles 
to discover some wild asparagus and sweet 
fennel. Carlos walked 20 miles to bring home 
a little wood for the kitchen fire. 

The day came at last when they had noth-
ing at all. Mother placed in their hands the 
very last wealth in her possession, a few bars 
of soap. Carlos set off with Carmen’s sister 
to try and sell them for what food they could 
get. They rang the bells of fine houses, but 
all day long received nothing but refusal, 
scorn and insults. At last, one person agreed 
to give them a handful of almonds for their 
soap, which they had to break open with 
stones to satisfy their hunger. 

Mastering her repugnance, Carmen used 
to go with hundreds of other children, most 
of them orphans, every day at noon to fetch 
what was called the “popular soup”. This 
service was so called by the people who had 
robbed them of their needs. They were given 
thin soup on which a few dried peas floated 

on which one was very likely to break one’s 
teeth. The right to a ladleful was paid for with 
all sorts of vexations and humiliations that the 
school teacher doled out as wholeheartedly 
as he doled out blows. 

The little girl was seized with the worst 
disgust and a deep feeling of revolt when 
one day this sorry individual lifted a small 
girl up by her ears and dropped her again 
several times and finished relieving his feel-
ings on her with several kicks. In spite of this, 
he thought himself a godly Christian, never 
missing Mass or counting his rosary beads. 
This, even more than his brutality, grieved 
Carmen and upset her. Her young heart was 
troubled, and there was nobody to whom she 
could unbosom herself. 

She made up her mind: she would earn 
her soup. She was employed as a servant for 
some rich property owners in a neighbouring 
town. At the age of 12, she was on her knees, 
scrubbing the floors of an enormous house. 

At noon, she had to eat, by herself, things 
that her masters would not have given even 
to their dog. In another room, her employ-
ers were living off the fat of the land, and 
what was thrown away after the meal would 
have fed Carmen’s whole family. She had to 
clench her teeth, hold her tongue and work 
hard. Getting wind of how matters stood with 
her, her mother called her home at the end 
of two years. At home, they were living nine 
in two rooms, and one egg had to be shared 
between two or even three. 

Meanwhile, Carlos was working for his 
grandfather. In summer, he would lend a 
hand on the farm, and in winter, mind the 
sheep. He was at work from dawn till dark. 
He was the only child working with those men 
who were hardened by their own wretched-
ness and were quite heedless of his youthful 
weakness. “He’s here to work, and he’d better 
make no mistake about it.” The harshness of 
those around him was more painful to him 

than the hardness of the work he had to do, 
which made his muscles stiff and sore. At 
least he had the supreme joy of being able to 
carry his meagre wages home to his mother. 

When the war came to an end, Carmen’s 
father, finding himself without the means 
to provide for his family, decided to sell his 
jacket and a pair of good boots. He found a 
buyer on a farm in a very isolated location. 
Later it was discovered that this farm was 
the meeting place of a resistance movement. 
Everyone who had been seen going there was 
accused of sedition. For a reward of a paltry 
sum of money, a neighbour accused the poor 
man, and he was sentenced to prison for seven 
years. His release at the end of that long pe-
riod of undeserved punishment, was a great 
relief to his family who had been constrained 
to all sorts of shifts to earn a bare pittance. 

As for Carlos, he would sometimes work 
on farms and at other times in an oil factory. 
He was in a bad way physically, for he had 



4 THE MONITOR OF THE REIGN OF JUSTICE

There will be no more need for social media in order 
to be in contact with one’s fellow person and to com-
municate with them. God’s Spirit will unite all people 
and will assure them felicity for eternity, thanks to the 
Ransom that was so dearly paid by our dear Saviour, 
the Author of our salvation.

Lessons to be learned…
In the French newspaper Le Dauphiné Libéré in Sep-
tember 2017, the chronicle written by Bruno Frappat 
gives us a short but interesting analysis of the situation 
created by Hurricane Irma after it crossed through the 
Antilles (a group of islands in the Caribbean region):

A lesson from Irma

There are definitely technological, logistical and politi-
cal lessons to be learnt from the catastrophe caused by 
Hurricane Irma and its consequences, in the Antilles. 
There are also meteorological lessons from which the 
American president should feel the most affected. Since 
then, it has been impossible to deny the seriousness of 
our planet’s situation in relation to climate change, or 
the harshness and intensity of “natural” catastrophes 
that are increasingly making the news. If only this drama 
— as well as many others in the United States, in India, 
in Bangladesh and in Indonesia — could bring leaders 
on to the path of wisdom, it would not be for nothing.

But there have been different observations that have 
occurred in the last week on these islands that were 
once paradisical. In a way, more philosophical. When 
all barriers fall, when nothing can resist nature’s furi-
ous wind and rain, and when all the comforts created 
by our civilization are lost, are laying on the ground 
and destroyed by water, then nothing also remains of 
human laws.

The worst scenes of looting, which followed Irma’s 
destruction, show the dark side of the human species. 
If no one is capable of enforcing laws, then laws do 
not help. If the authorities are overwhelmed and have 
been overrun due to their inabilities, then it is a part 
of the primitive and wild brutality of humankind that 
takes over. When nothing is forbidden, when there is 

no difference between good and bad, and when there 
are no sanctions or repressions, then it is the law of 
barbarism that gains the upper hand.

Or more precisely, it is a primitive law that opposes 
the law of the conscience, which is more positive and 
happy, and which is that of civilization. The various help 
that survivors, with their modest means, give each other, 
shows that altruism and solidarity are values that make 
it possible to resist selfishness and the desire for money. 
Devotion, altruism, courage and generosity have once 
again shown where the line is. Caring about oneself, or 
caring about others with devotion and courage, have 
shown where the line runs between civilization and the 
age of barbarism.

It is certain that it is in adversity that one can see the 
true character of an individual. Holy Scripture tells us 
about that: “Each person’s work will be shown for what 
it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be 
revealed with fire, which will test the quality of each 
person’s work” (1 Corinthians 3: 13). “Fire” represents 
“trial”, which comes, through various circumstances, to 
test the one who is subjected to it and to reveal one’s 
true identity. We say “true” because some people often 
hide themselves behind an appearance of friendliness, 
of honesty or of a good education, while their apparent 
virtues are only maintained out of fear of foreseeable 
punishment by human laws in the case of their viola-
tion. There is unfortunately a lot of hypocrisy in the 
heart of some people, who, in circumstances like the 
one mentioned above, suddenly become real wolves…

But among those whose honesty and sincerity are 
genuine, they are also revealed through a virtuous line 
of conduct of benevolence and respect, and through 
courageous deeds of mutual help. Adversity thus re-
veals good in one person but bad in another person. 
In reference to those who receive the divine education 
and who willingly submit themselves to various trials 
that are meant to change their heart and who eventu-
ally form God’s House through their good mentality, 
Scripture tells us: “Awake, north wind, and come, south 
wind. Blow through my garden so that its fragrance 
may spread everywhere” (Song of Solomon 4: 16). 
That picture shows us that when the wind of adversity 

blows, God’s true children release from their heart the 
wonderful and pure sentiments that animate them, the 
fragrance of humility and of divine love that they have 
learnt at the School of the Best of Masters. They obey 
the Universal Law, which says that each thing exists 
for the good of the other and that all things have com-
munion with each other.

It is that class of people who form what Scripture 
calls the “Revealing of the Sons of God” for groaning 
and dying creation (Romans 8: 19). It will bring all the 
desirable assistance, on the part of the Almighty, during 
the Tribulation that is beginning and that will increase. 
The Tribulation is not a punishment that comes from 
God, because God is Love and never punishes. But 
humankind punishes itself by violating the Universal 
Law, without which, no harmony is possible. Accord-
ing to the Law of Equivalents, it will reap what it has 
sown. It is destroying the Earth and is continuing, on 
a large scale and with great means, to cut down the 
forests and to pollute the air. The lessons from the worst 
catastrophes have not yet been enough, at least not for 
those who only want to turn forests into money.

But the unprecedented Tribulation that will break 
out as the final equivalent of the selfish line of con-
duct of humankind, will not spare any of those who 
resist the voice of wisdom and of good. The prophet 
Malachi explains: “You will again see the difference 
between the righteous and the wicked, between those 
who serve God and those who do not” (Malachi 3: 18). 
Divine protection will only extend over those who do 
good, who want to practise altruism, who love their 
fellow people as themselves, and who take care of the 
Earth, which the Almighty has entrusted them with. 
They will form the class of the “meek” (the “gentle”) 
who, as our dear Saviour says, “will inherit the Earth” 
(Matthew 5: 5). During the time of the Restoration of 
All Things, they will restore the Earth to its original 
perfect balance, which will be so good that there will 
never again be storms, hurricanes, tornados or cyclones. 
All people, whom the Lord God has redeemed by the 
infinitely valuable sacrifice of his beloved Son, will 
forever rejoice over the divine peace and bliss in the 
restored and noble human family.

always been doing work that was too hard for 
him while being undernourished. Finally, he 
was paralysed by polio, from which, after a 
long illness, he was partially cured, although 
he had to go through a long period of conva-
lescence. At her wits’ end, his mother applied 
for assistance from the farm where he worked, 
but this was refused to her, the farmer telling 
her that since what had happened must be 
the will of God, she could not expect him to 
hold himself responsible.

Eventually, though slightly limping, Carlos 
was able to resume work. After the way his 
mother had been treated, he refused to have 
anything to do with religion, and would not 
allow anyone to impose any belief on him, 
whatever the consequences might be. Finally, 
all work being refused to him in the country-
side, he decided to try and find employment 
in the capital. He was now 20 and hoped that 
being unknown there, nobody would attempt 
to prevent him finding any work. He was not 
the only one to go. Carmen and three cousins 
left their native village in the hope of find-
ing better things. They had a very hard time 
of it, finding that, in the city, as everywhere 
else, the harshest employers were often the 
people who were the most assiduous in at-
tending church services.

At last, having gone through so many vi-
cissitudes side by side, Carlos and Carmen 
decided they wanted to spend the rest of their 
lives together. About this time, things were 
beginning to settle down, and the frontiers 
of the country were opening, and so the two 
young people thought they would try and 
see if they could not get on better in another 
country. First, they tried Belgium, and finally 
arrived in Switzerland. 

Carlos found employment in a printing 
house. Life began to unfold here in peace 
and quiet, far away from the trouble and pri-
vations they had endured for so many long 
years. Yet their thoughts always went back to 
their dear ones left behind in their native land, 
still burdened with oppression and injustice. 
Why was there so much injustice, and, above 
all, why in the name of God? 

One evening, Carlos was alone at home 
waiting for his wife’s return, when he had a 
visit from a young man who introduced The 
Monitor of the Reign of Justice to him. Carlos’s 
attention was caught at once by that title, and 
he sighed: “If only there were such a thing as 
justice!” Suddenly, a thought startled him. “I 
hope it’s not religious,” he exclaimed. Then 

the young evangelist amiably told him about 
the aims of the author of that precious paper, 
and earnestly advised him to read it. 

Hardly had the young man left than Carlos 
sat down to read. From the very first page, 
he was flooded with tremendous joy. At last, 
he had come upon what he had always been 
looking for. So, there was brotherliness on 
Earth after all, and there were people prac-
tising to live up to the Gospel by becoming 
benefactors and servants of their fellows. 
Could it really be possible? And he had to 
travel so far to gain knowledge of this won-
derful message! So, all he had gone through 
had not been in vain. 

When Carmen came home, she found a 
husband so overjoyed that she could not 
believe her senses. 

“Listen,” he said with exuberance, “I’ve 
found the Truth!” And making her sit down, 
he read to her what had brought him so 
much relief. 

Soon after this, some friends invite them 
to a meeting they attend every Thursday. 
It is there, they explain, that are taught the 
same things as in The Monitor of the Reign 
of Justice. 

There are 20 people gathered together in 
an agreeable little hall, and our friends are 
affectionately welcomed by everyone. They 
are completely won over by the words of the 
young evangelist who had first visited Carlos. 
What a relief it is to think that there are still 
some true disciples of Christ, who intend to 
lay down their lives instead of taking those 
of their fellow men. What joy there is in the 
thought of the Restoration of All Things which 
is going to bring peace on Earth forever! 

Never since that memorable evening have 
Carlos and Carmen missed a meeting. And 
every free moment they have is given to car-
rying the Good News to all who, like them-
selves, have suffered injustice and ill treat-
ment. They are able to tell them to hope, for 
better days are at hand. They have also had 
the pleasure of spending their holidays in one 
of the Test Stations of the Kingdom of God, 
which was a wonderful time of brotherliness. 
And it has also given them great joy to send 
home to their loved ones in Andalusia, the 
message of hope that has comforted their 
own hearts. 

Now, their sole aim is to help, with all their 
might, to introduce that blessed time when 
oppression will be gone, when no one will 
suffer, labour or weep any more, and when 

everlasting joy will crown the heads of those 
redeemed by the Lord.

News in brief
of the Reign of Justice
If we look back over the years that followed 
the departure of the Faithful and Wise Serv-
ant, we are deeply impressed. The Lord’s 
Messenger was commissioned to give out 
his Master’s counsel, to give his testimony 
to Laodicea, and to point out what the race 
of a real disciple of Christ is. Throughout his 
ministry, he never ceased placing in evidence 
the essential conditions to be fulfilled, and his 
message has exposed the Adversary’s wiles 
which have been multiplying lately. All the 
food for the present season having been given 
out, the Lord gave his Servant his approval, 
giving him to understand that he had done 
what he had been given to do. 

We are able to state that since that day, 
God’s people have entered into an exami-
nation period. This explains why, as soon as 
the Messenger had departed, all sorts of tri-
als arose, showing up what was in the heart 
of each. All the ambitions, personal desires, 
and doctrines of error — which could not 
possibly crop up while God’s Servant was 
present — were then able to come out in 
full daylight. A split founded on utterly false 
teachings was one of the first results of that 
examination. Moreover, those false teachings 
were abandoned very shortly after, as soon 
as the Adversary’s object was gained. Other 
results followed. One of the most dangerous 
is cooling off: it has been observed somewhat 
everywhere in the Family of Faith. It very 
often overtakes those who have known or 
have been in the Work for a long time. The 
spirit of independence and the lack of unity 
brought about by pride and ingratitude, have 
had lamentable results in many. Prosperity, 
not balanced by corresponding gratitude, has 
also contributed.

We have the impression of being in that 
time illustrated by the Lord’s parable in which 
most of those invited to the marriage feast 
back out, being occupied with all manner of 
personal business which they place before 
the Kingdom of God and his righteousness. 
The Lord quoted various cases — the buy-
ing of a house and of oxen, a marriage and 
other things — all of which he did not call 
sins, but dangerous diversions and unfaithful-
ness on the part of those who have engaged 

themselves to give their lives for the Lord’s 
cause or to proceed as members of the Host 
of the Lord, for the purpose of becoming the 
Revealing of the Sons of God.

All those things have been placed before 
us as particularly urgent warnings, showing 
God’s love which would spare us bitter disap-
pointment in having had everything in hand 
but not having been able to profit from it. 

We are therefore all being invited to exam-
ine ourselves in every detail of our race. World 
events are now playing their part to show us 
with exactitude the upheaval produced by the 
proximity of the introduction of the Kingdom 
of God. That Sun of Righteousness — which 
comforts, encourages and fortifies God’s faith-
ful children — is regarded by the world at 
large as a terrible scourge, because it brings 
to light the refuge of lies and of falseness. The 
whole financial, political, social and religious 
edifice is being shaken. In all quarters, there 
are revolutions, riots and reclamations, and 
every kind of trouble. Authority is ever-more 
visibly slipping away from those who have 
received it from the “god of this world”, the 
Adversary. Many countries are no longer in a 
position to govern themselves. As Psalm 2: 2 
tells us, the great ones of the Earth have met, 
but as they take counsel together to make 
plans against the Lord and his anointed one 
(that is to say, the Kingdom of God), their 
projects are foredoomed. They talk of peace 
and security, but sudden ruin is in store for 
them, as Christ foretold. 

In the face of all these things, it is becom-
ing important for everybody who knows the 
Truth and who has heard the Lord’s call, 
to energetically pull themselves together if 
they feel they have cooled off to any extent, 
so that they might powerfully bear witness 
to the light.

Our general meetings have been added 
opportunities for examining ourselves. Let us 
then not neglect any effort, and let us under-
stand that we are called to break clean away 
from the old world of darkness and selfishness 
— which has sown only pain and tears, and 
catastrophe and death — and to associate with 
all our heart with the New Heaven and the 
New Earth, where justice dwells, and which 
brings with it peace, happiness and life.
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