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ADMIRABLE are divine ways. The Almighty’s teach-
ings, as the wise man says, are health and hap-

piness to all who follow them out. It therefore seems 
strange that mankind would feel uneasy over the ad-
vice that comes out of Heaven, whereas they feel they 
are in their element in contact with the “spirit of the 
world”. This is due to their being accustomed to that 
spirit. Besides, they fear the trouble they are likely to 
run into if they follow out divine ways integrally. It is 
selfishness that inspires them to fear the way of right-
eousness and truth. 

For instance, the Bible points out that you have to 
love your neighbour as yourself, which, to mankind, ap-
pears impossible. It is for this reason that, even of old, 
there have been very few servants of God, whereas the 
“god of this world” has always had as many servants 
as he wanted. The Bible tells us the story of Elijah who 
was alone in serving the Lord against 450 prophets of 
Baal. This is because the god of this world promises 
mankind all sorts of things, and they believe in false-
hood much more readily than in the truth. 

For another thing, the children of Israel were for ever 
turning their backs on divine ways because they always 
had an eye for selfish ends. Yet, every time their dis-
loyalty placed them in a desperate pass, the Israelites 
would cry out to the Lord. Then, the Lord would send 
them help. They were never left in the lurch when they 
sought the Lord’s protection.

It is interesting to perceive how hard it is for man-
kind to adapt themselves to the divine programme. 
Yet, in all parts of the world, they have songs about the 
beauties of nature. Everyone marvels over the splendid 
things it offers and the wondrous beauties it displays. 
Now, all glorious nature is God’s handiwork. It is He 
Who is the Creator of all that magnificence. Mankind 
therefore ought to feel drawn, with all the strength 
of their soul, to the Maker of the universe and of all 
that it contains. What holds them back is self-interest. 
They constantly seek the things they think are to their 
advantage, whereas God’s ways point in the opposite 
direction. They are altruistic, and that is what, to man-
kind, goes against the grain. It is the same everywhere: 
a farmer is out for immediate profit, and the workman 
for immediate gain. The workman wants higher wages, 
and that is his whole universe. Selfishness is monarch 
everywhere.

What God proposes to mankind is not material gain 

or any rise in wages. Such things are passing and noth-
ing more than make-believe. The Almighty proposes 
to grant them conditions that will never need improve-
ment because they are perfect whatever way you look 
at them. He is offering them the honour of becoming 
perfectly free children of God who are happy and vi-
able. He will therefore free them from every kind of 
slavery and grant them independence. He intends to 
extricate them from their darkness and to place them 
in the light, the admirable light of the Truth. 

In the Kingdom of God, one is dependent, not ow-
ing to compulsion, but because one loves. One is not 
subjected by force, but because one is attached, and for 
the joy of it. Everything is changed. However, mankind 
will not understand. They cling to the ancient customs 
which cause them suffering and make them die. For 
this reason, we would get a very poor reception from 
a banker were we to tell him to forsake his offices and 
his strong rooms and become a child of God. Yet, we 
could tell him that he would have no more worry or 
terror, and that he would be assured of divine protec-
tion in the Lord’s House, where he would be able to 
take his place as a son. The banker will be deaf to all 
our eloquence.

It will be the same for people of all social conditions. 
They will all look distrustfully at the Almighty’s ways 
but believe all the lies told them by the god of this 
world. So, for people to be willing to listen to the voice 
of reason, events themselves will have to bring them to 
their senses by doing away with the things that appear 
indispensable to them and that they cling to greedily. 

We have come to the time when human society’s bal-
ance sheet is to be made out automatically. Mankind 
is going to be faced with complete insolvency. Besides, 
many people are coming to realise that they are not 
going to be able to go much further. Everything is go-
ing to collapse all around, for today there is general 
discontent which will go on increasing. Everyone tries 
to lay the blame for these conditions on the others. The 
buck gets passed backwards and forwards, and this 
gives rise to utter confusion. 

Conflict and disagreement are rife. There is lack of 
unity between husband and wife, and between chil-
dren and parents. These conditions have been fore-
told in Holy Writ, which further says that when these 
things come about, they will be the signs of the end 
of the present dispensation. Difficulties are mounting 

up daily, and some countries are already in a state of 
revolution. The situation will become so serious that 
the most stubborn necks will have to bend. There will 
be complete panic and disorganisation. Then, being 
quite disillusioned, hard pressed, distracted and most 
wretched, those of mankind who will remain after that 
terrible Tribulation will decide to turn to the only Source 
of help there is. 

Amidst that turmoil which is to overtake all people 
— young and old, and rich and poor — a small nation 
stands protected, guarded, upheld and constantly sup-
plied by divine grace. It is made up of real children of 
God who do the will of their Father in Heaven, for the 
time has come, as our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
said, when the difference will be seen between the man 
who serves God and the one who does not serve Him. 

Conditions existing today among the nations were 
described beforehand by our dear Saviour. Circum-
stantial explanations of this matter are given in The 
Message to Humanity (the Book of Remembrance). 
That book has been widely spread. But as yet, very few 
have realised that this was the voice of God speaking. 
Only such as truly thirsted for righteousness and truth 
have had a heart to understand and ears to hear. They 
have been able to grasp the Lord’s magnificent teach-
ings, which are wonderful in their clarity and detail. 
As The Message to Humanity shows us with proof, you 
can only do good to yourself by doing good to others, 
according to the immutable Law of Equivalents. It is a 
serious mistake to think you can impoverish yourself 
if you live altruistically. The contrary has always been 
true. Divine ways are altruistic, so that one who does 
his best to live up to them comes into harmony with the 
Lord, which automatically provides him with blessing 
and protection. 

Mankind naturally do not have much confidence in 
altruism. Therefore, when they hear what the divine 
programme proposes, they say: “We can’t possibly do 
that. We would be down and out in a very short time.” 
The truth is that it is because they do not proceed along 
altruistic lines, that mankind suffer and die. 

It is exactly the same in financial matters. It is gen-
erally said that the love of money is the root of all evil 
and that money is the sinews of war. In this way, it is 
admitted that without money, there would be no trou-
ble, and there would be nothing with which to keep 
a war going. Nevertheless, man will not part with his 
money, but clings to it as to his very life. He will do 
all sorts of doubtful things and even wicked things to 
make his pile. Hence, it is quite easy to understand that 
the Tribulation is needed to wake mankind up and to 

Radiant consolation

THE beginning of this story is set in a 
big and beautiful mountainous island 

endowed with a very agreeable climate. Its 
soil is fertile, and there grows on it a rich 
variety of trees and other plants. There is 
fruit in abundance: olives, oranges, lemons, 
grapes and many others. The vast mass of 
Mount Etna dominates the whole scene. This 
immense and active volcano is set there in 
majesty, more than 3,000 metres (10,000 ft) 
high, and from its crater rises an imposing 
pillar of smoke. 

In that wonderful spot, a poor family was 
living in a house built of rough blocks of stone, 
standing outside a small village. They were 
as poor as it was possible to be, and father’s 
great aspiration was to be in a position to 
provide more abundantly for those he loved. 
Finally realizing that this was not to be done 
if he stayed there, he decided to go abroad. 

François, the third child in this family, was 
15 months old when his father sailed for Ar-
gentina, in the hope that one day he would 
be able to get his family to join him. He sold 
the house to pay his fare, and mother had to 
find a lodging for herself and her children. 
She then bravely set about providing for 
their daily needs by cleaning and working 
in the fields. Things went on in this way for 
several years, at the end of which, the 1914 
war broke out, making living conditions even 
harder than they were before. 

François was now 7. Poor mother was find-
ing it impossible to go on providing for eve-
rything, and so had to make up her mind to 
find him a job with a farmer where he could 
earn his keep by minding the cows and do-
ing sundry jobs in the fields. 

Father came home for a while. But finding 
no work opportunities, he returned to Argen-
tina, still hoping for better luck. A short while 
after this, another little brother came into the 

world. François had to look after him and so 
was unable to attend school more than half-
time. At 11, he had to leave home for good 
to earn his own living, to the great sorrow of 
mother, who, so to speak, had her back to the 
wall. Being fully aware of how matters stood, 
the child bravely set forth. 

The work he has to do is very heavy in-
deed. He has to be up at 1 in the morning to 
give the cattle their first feed. Then, he has 
to go to sleep in the stable and be ready to 
give them their second feed at 3. After that, 
from a well 25 metres (82 ft) deep, he must 
draw many heavy bucketfuls of water to give 
them to drink. For the rest of the day, he is 
in the fields doing work much too heavy for 
his young frame. 

This goes on for several years without a 
moment’s relaxation or a word of friendship 
or affection. Finally, the whole situation be-
comes too much for him, and his courage 
gives out. François writes to his father, ask-

ing if he can send him his fare to join him 
in Argentina. To his great delight, in a short 
while, he receives a favourable answer and 
the money for his fare. 

The lad is heavy-hearted at parting from 
his loved ones, but the hope sustains him that 
he will be able to find means to make things 
easier for his mother. 

Aboard a splendid boat, François, who had 
never travelled before, bubbled over with 
excitement over everything he saw. The sea, 
more than anything else, with its limitless ho-
rizon, which appeared to blend into the sky, 
stirred him to the bottom of his soul. 

Lost in a crowd of passengers who, al-
though they were all around him, took no 
notice of him, he felt very lonely and crushed 
by all that weight of indifference. Sitting 
alone, first on a bench and then on a coil of 
rope, he would meditate sadly on life and the 
lot of many poor wretched people. He longed 
for some companionship and kindness. There 

Happiness depends on our observance of divine ways
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make them aware of how far they have strayed from 
what is reasonable. It is only when pain attacks a man 
personally that he begins to understand that he may 
very well have taken a wrong turn. 

Mankind have not come to that stage yet. An in-
tensification of the Tribulation will be needed. When 
the flames of the fire that they themselves have been 
feeding with their way of conducting themselves, which 
is selfish, draw in nearer to them to scorch them, the 
agony of the pain will bring them to terms. Then, they 
will turn to the “mountain” where assistance comes 
from. When that time comes, they will be able to recog-
nise the “arm of the Lord”. As we said above, such will 
be the case for everyone who will survive the terrible 
upheaval already beginning. Those whose hearts are 
well disposed will then be able to feel the warm and 
comforting rays of the “sun of righteousness” which 
brings healing in its rays. Such are the glorious pros-
pects now lying ahead of humanity, prospects which 
are the result of the Ransom paid by Jesus Christ and 
his Little Flock. Thus, humanity will enter a new era, a 
time of magnificent consolation. It will be the introduc-
tion of the Kingdom of God on Earth, the Restoration 
of All Things, which God has spoken formerly about 
through the mouth of all his holy prophets.

The only meaning of life
In the Swiss French-language weekly Migros Magazine 
from the 22nd of January 2018, the thoughts of little 
Vanessa, 10 years of age, drew our attention. We quote 
them as follows:

Why do we live?

That is a big question for which there might be several 
good answers. It was therefore a pleasure for me to ask 
several people this question in order to see what they 
thought about it.

Here are some examples of their answers: “We live to 
benefit from life” (Paul, 15 years of age; “We live to try 
and to learn” (Mireille, 53); “We live to love” (Claudia, 
40); “We live to have relationships” (Julien, 19); “We 
live to discover the world” (Karl, 18).

Perhaps you will find that some of those answers are 
good, and you are right, but none of them is right! If 
you want to know the right answer to that question, then 
I advise you to look inside yourself, because only you 
can give meaning to your life. Everyone must find the 
meaning that is good for themself, and everyone must 
find for themself what makes life worth living.

In conclusion, some philosophers say that the way is 
more important that the goal, and that, in life, it is not 
important to know why we are here, but it is important 
to become someone whom we would like to be. And 
for that, different ways are possible, and they are all 
important ways.

Finally, if you do not immediately find an answer to 
your question, that is normal and not a worry. Further-
more, the answer can also change as you become older! 
In the meantime, it might be easier to be relaxed and 
to continue living with joy and with gratitude for life 
itself. What do you think?

Life is a gift from God. And it is a valuable gift. But 
to appreciate this gift, one must be happy. Because if 
that is not the case, then one belongs to those many 
disappointed people who say: “What is the use of life 
if we only suffer?” It is true that humankind’s current 
living conditions cannot be compared with those of its 
first parents, who quite simply lived in bliss, in peace 
and in joy, before they sinned. This was the destiny for 
which they had been created: happiness. And neither 
their happiness nor their days would have ended, be-
cause they were God’s children — who were marvel-
lously blessed, highly honoured, and protected — and 

who were God’s loved and cherished beings and had 
a sublime communion of the heart with Him.

But gratitude was missing from their heart. They went 
the way of sin and separated themselves from their 
Creator. They were thus cut off from the very valuable 
divine communion that had given joy to their heart and 
vitality to their body. God’s Spirit stopped supplying 
them, and they became mortals who experienced all 
the worries and the difficulties of life, which resulted 
from sin, which means selfishness and ingratitude. 
The curse spread to all their descendants, who in this 
way were condemned through Adam’s disobedience. 
Romans 5: 18 and 19.

But the Lord God, Who knows all things in advance, 
has also prepared humanity’s salvation in advance. He 
has provided a Ransom in advance, and even before 
the foundation of the world, He decided to sacrifice his 
only-begotten Son, the one who was always his joy 
and his delight. When he came to Earth and present-
ed himself for baptism, John the Baptist immediately 
recognized him because he had announced him, and 
described him thus: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world” (John 1: 29). All of 
the Father’s love was concentrated in the Son, who 
received these words of supreme appreciation: “This 
is my beloved Son, with whom I am very pleased.” 
Matthew 3: 17.

Through his blessed ministry, he instructed human-
kind about God’s charitable intentions for its benefit. 
Then, he gave his life on Golgotha (Calvary) in order 
to fulfil the divine promises. Apostle Paul tells us that 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ, has destroyed death and has 
brought life and immortality to light (2 Timothy 1: 10). 
Immortality is a condition of life in which death is im-
possible. It is reserved for those who have followed the 
Lamb of God in sacrifice and who have given their life 
for humanity. This immortal life will be given to them at 
the First Resurrection, which is for all faithful disciples 
of Christ, who number 144,000, as the Scriptures tell us 
(Revelation 14: 1 and 20: 6). They will form the New 
Heaven, the Bride of Christ, who will pour out divine 
blessing over all humanity. The Scriptures tell us that 
all the inhabitants of the Earth will be comforted in this 
New Jerusalem. Isaiah 66: 13.

Then, humankind will be able to receive life as an 
unhoped-for gift from God, after it had fallen so low 
and lived in sin, in worries and in tears and had be-
come condemned people who unavoidably went to 
their death. The voice of the Son of God will be heard, 
and all who are in the graves will come out (John 5: 
28). Everyone will receive a new chance to live a vir-
tuous, which means an altruistic, life, which, this time, 
does not lead to the grave, but which will continuously 
renew itself. For this reason, apostle Paul says: “The 
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
in Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6: 23). The Master 
himself expresses this: “I have come so that they may 
have life and have it in abundance” (John 10: 10). He 
is the Good Shepherd who gave his life for his sheep 
so that they can regain theirs.

When people understand and feel in their soul, how 
much love from the Lord God and from his beloved Son, 
was shown to give them a new life, they will not have 
enough words to express their emotions, their infinite 
joy and their gratitude. They will feel an attachment 
to the Author of their salvation and will finally under-
stand the meaning of their life, which is nothing other 
than happiness, for which God has created all his be-
ings. But they will also understand that one can only 
obtain this happiness when one exists for the good and 
loves one’s fellow person as oneself. Then, on Earth, 
there will be an ineffable atmosphere that comes from 
brotherly and sisterly communion, in which everyone 
has the goal of making their Brothers and Sisters hap-
py. Humanity will be one happy family. Everyone will 

be reunited with their dear ones whom they had lost. 
All people will receive the friendly and loving divine 
education that will make them earthly children of God. 
The Earth will be restored to perfection, and there will 
be no more death. Revelation 21: 4.

We, who know all these things, are already aware 
of why we live. “We are God’s masterpiece, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2: 10). Therefore, we 
live to shorten the time of humankind’s Distress and 
to hasten the Day of God, through holy conduct and 
godliness (2 Peter 3: 11), so that death is swallowed 
up in victory (1 Corinthians 15: 54), so that every tear 
is wiped from every eye (Revelation 21: 4) and so that 
justification, which leads to life, is extended to all peo-
ple. Romans 5: 18.

The remedy against violence
We quote here an interesting article, which appeared 
in the Belgian French-language health magazine En 
Marche No. 1567 on the 4th of August 2016, with the 
heading:

Stand up without hatred

Explosions and gunfire in Paris, in Sousse [a city in 
Tunisia], in Cairo, in Brussels, in Dhaka [the capital of 
Bangladesh], in Nice [a city in France]…and then the 
slitting of the throat of an old priest in front of his altar 
in the Catholic church in Saint-Étienne-du-Rouvray [a 
town in northern France]: the horror has no end. Should 
anxiety, which usually passes, last forever? Even while 
writing these words — and undoubtedly also while 
reading them — one is tempted to turn away, to take 
one’s mind away from this intolerable reality and to 
protect it, and to save one’s thoughts and place them 
in numb tranquillity.

Assassination and terror

Should one even talk about that? It is so complicated. 
And is this reasonable? Is this argument not beginning 
to prove itself to be true, that the reports of the terror 
attacks also support the strategy of IS [Islamic State, 
also known as ISIL, ISIS and Daesh]? Would silence not 
give a better expression to our disapproval?

This little fact from daily life seems insignificant at 
first. But it screams in our ears, so that one cannot be 
silent. The setting is a supermarket checkout in the 
“countryside”, the expression used by Brussels’ in-
habitants who are proud of their capital city. The air is 
pure. When business slows for a moment, a checkout 
operator and a customer use this opportunity to talk. 
First, in a friendly tone. Then, they get closer. It is about 
immigration, the origin of this person or that person, 
and the weather. And then, it is about school canteens 
and halal food. This is where things go downhill. It de-
scends into a mixture of terrorists and Muslims. It gets 
caught up in racism against… Against whom, actually? 
Against what? Against everything except oneself. The 
scene ends with: “It is time to start a real war!” said 
with force and emphasis to end the conversation of the 
two. When they look around for agreement, they only 
encounter my disturbed look.

The armed against the unarmed

Wish for war! Promote armed violence as a solution! 
Where are we? Let us step back and think about things 
in order to help the following speech be understood, 
given at the end of July 2016 by the Belgian priest, 
writer, poet and theologian Gabriel Ringlet: “The talk of 
war leads to nothing apart from an increase in violence. 
We are having security talks, and we are being tricked 
by the illusion of fighting against this evil, but, on the 
contrary, we are only making it worse. IS wins every 
time we think about security. I greatly fear this rhetoric 
that stirs up so much wind and noise,” explains this re-

was one thing he could find consolation in: 
he was going to see his father again, the fa-
ther he could scarce remember and towards 
whom he was ready to show any amount of 
filial affection, and on whom he was found-
ing all his hope for the future. He pictured 
himself telling this father all his troubles and 
all he has gone through, all those things he 
has never been able to tell his mother for fear 
of giving her pain. Father must surely know 
a lot of things. He will be able to teach him 
and to tell him about God, about Jesus and 
about all those things he so longs to know.

So, François is eager to get to the end of 
his journey. Day by day, that distant land 
is growing nearer, that land of his dreams, 
which has taken his father. Soon, he will go 
ashore and feel his father’s arms around him.

Their meeting is indeed very moving. Fa-
ther is very glad to see his son and to have 
him with him. Nevertheless, when the first 
transports of their greetings are over, François 

cannot help becoming aware of the cruel re-
ality. Now he understands why his father has 
never done anything to have his family with 
him. The poor man is a seasonal labourer. 
In the good season, he can get plenty of 
employment on farms. In winter, however, 
he is unemployed, and that is his case now.

So that almost immediately after his arrival, 
François and his father are on the road, each 
with his sack on his back, wandering here 
and there, looking for a little work, sleeping 
wherever they can, and eating whatever they 
can find to eat. 

This vagabond’s life grieves the lad’s 
heart, for never has the idea of such a state 
of things entered his mind. One day, feeling 
more glum than usual over the way things 
are, and realizing that his father is incapable 
of doing anything about it, he ardently prays 
to the Lord Jesus whom he wholeheartedly 
admires, for his mother has told him that he 
was good and kind to the waifs of the world. 

“Lord Jesus,” he says, “please guide me along 
the path of life. Let me find the way to hap-
piness which I have never known.” 

Shortly after this, passing through a vil-
lage, he finds employment in the kitchen of 
a restaurant. He has to start work at 3 in the 
morning and to finish at 11 at night. François 
is burning with zeal and courage, so glad is 
he to have found something with a prospect 
of becoming a steady job. While helping the 
cooks, he attentively watches what they are 
doing, for he is keen to learn the trade. So 
much has he applied himself to it that at the 
end of a few months, he has already acquired 
some little knowledge and skill. One fine 
day, he has got on so well that he gets a job 
as a cook in a restaurant car on the railway.

François carries on this job for several 
years. Having become a very skilled chef, he 
is esteemed by his employers and earns good 
wages. He would very much like to see his 
loved ones again, particularly his mother. In 

agreement with his father, he waits till the 
end of the season to make the return voyage.

Everybody is glad to see him. Things have 
taken a turn for the better for all of them. The 
children have all grown up and are standing 
on their own feet. François is glad to be with 
his people again. He finds a job as a cook, a 
trade he excels. When he is 28, he gets mar-
ried, and two children come along to make 
their happiness perfect. Now he feels that 
the happiness he has so greatly longed for, 
is his at last.

At this stage comes the outbreak of World 
War Two, and very soon after, François is 
forced to work in the occupying country. 
While there, he time and again has narrow 
escapes from death and every feeling that 
there is an invisible protection hovering over 
him. After wandering for several days with-
out food or shelter, he obtains employment 
in a POW camp, and so becomes a prisoner 
of war himself. Providence is still watching 



3THE MONITOR OF THE REIGN OF JUSTICE

ligious and open-minded man. “The dominant dialogue 
should call for a meeting with others, it should call for 
dynamic pluralism.” With the poetry of the French 
singer-songwriter Zaz, he says “let us unite unarmed”.

Strengthen bonds

In the same tone, we read the following words, written 
by the French psychiatrist Christophe André in the book 
In Search of Wisdom (which has three authors): “So that 
strength and benevolence may dwell in our heart, let us 
gently and steadily remove the temptation of fear and 
anger. Let us do everything so that justice reigns. Let 
us strengthen our bonds with our fellow people and our 
neighbours in all communities. Today more than ever, 
every gesture and every word count…” Are the three 
authors good talkers? Naïve pacifists? Do they lack a 
sense of reality? One might think so. But when it comes 
to starting something and to having an attitude without 
regret, one can find it in their exhortations.

The right bravery

Stand up without hatred, is this not a serious new start? 
Exercise the keen vigilance of a supporter of democ-
racy, is this not the only sensible solution? As Professor 
Christophe Mincke reminded us in the Belgian French-
language magazine Revue Nouvelle on the day after 
the 2016 Brussels Bombings: democracy must have a 
“bad conscience”. That leads to “every power, every 
use of force, every effort and every restriction of free-
dom being considered as suspect”, as something that 
must be examined “with caution by constantly vigilant 
supporters of democracy, who are always suspicious of 
each other, and who are in constant fear of not being 
up to the height of their ideals”.

One can understand the author of those lines, who 
was the witness of the conversation between a super-
market cashier and a customer. At the beginning, there 
was friendly chatter, but it concluded in a shocking way 
that left the author of the article speechless.

Briefly said, the scene describes this reality: we are 
disarmed in the face of a violence that we have no other 
way of dealing with, except with evil. But returning 
bad for bad, to take revenge, is not the solution to the 
problem. The proof of that is the numerous wars that 
history shows. Has evil ever been eradicated by evil? 
The answer is clear: no. On the contrary. By acting like 
that, one does not make evil disappear, one spreads 
it. An enemy whom you fight, always remains your 
enemy, even if you succeed in defeating them. But if 
instead we return good for bad, we can make a friend 
out of an enemy.

Great men have certainly understood that process. 
We think of the Indian activist Mohandas (Mahatma) 
Gandhi who preached and also practised non-violence. 
To not react to evil with evil, is already a good start, but 
it is not enough. One must go further and give good 
for evil. One will ask us, how is that possible? And, 
do we thereby not encourage evil and benefit it when 
we react to it with good? In reality, it is not so, and in 
practice, one sees that good is stronger than evil. We 
even have the assurance that evil will be completely 
overwhelmed by good, and so much so, that evil will 
one day disappear from the surface of the Earth.

What gives us that assurance, is God’s Word, espe-
cially the example of our dear Saviour who had to deal 
with great opposition during his earthly ministry. But he 
never let himself be overcome by evil. On the contrary, 
in a complete response to evil, he paid for the guilty. 
He finally gave his life as a Sacrifice and thereby de-
feated evil and death, and so much so, that, since then, 
all who believe in him and want to follow him, are no 
longer victims of evil and of God’s Adversary, Satan. 
They can enter the School of Christ, learn gentleness 
(meekness) and humility from him, and, for their part, 
overcome evil with good.

Of course, it takes faith to follow the divine invita-

tion. One must believe in the power of good, and be 
convinced that it is stronger than evil and that it will 
triumph all along the line. This conviction does not 
come from us. It is a gift of God, the Holy Scriptures 
tell us. It is up to us to make this gift fruitful, which one 
can lose as long as it has not become our own property 
through the practice of the fruit of the Spirit, which 
must be added to faith, according to the invitation of 
apostle Peter. 2 Peter 1: 5.

Those who, throughout the Gospel Age, have fol-
lowed in the tracks of our dear Saviour, have formed 
his Church. They have gone through the same baptism, 
have drunk from the same cup as him, and have finally 
carried their cross, like him. They have overcome evil 
with good, within themselves and around themselves, 
and have given their lives for the benefit of their fel-
low people.

We are now invited to follow the example of those 
courageous people who are role models for us. Through 
their sacrifice, especially through that of our dear Sav-
iour, all people can regain their destiny: eternal life on 
the restored Earth, where there will be no more wrong 
or harm, and where all things will become new.

Birds-of-paradise
In the French magazine Point de Vue et Images du 
Monde, in its column “Simple animal stories”, there 
appeared an interesting article by Trémolin about the 
“birds-of-paradise”, a variety of birds that has over 40 
species. These marvellous birds are found almost ex-
clusively in New Guinea and have brightly coloured 
feathers that delight the eyes of all who approach them.

The bird of light

All philosophers will tell you: only humans are capable 
of appreciating beauty.

One of my friends, an important philosopher, kept tell-
ing me that. Then I introduced him to another friend, a 
famous ornithologist [expert on birds] who had returned 
from New Guinea where he had filmed the courtship 
dance of a bird-of-paradise.

Among these birds, the male is perhaps best known 
for its beautiful plumage: it shimmers gold and pur-
ple, it sparkles copper and red, and it shines blue and 
green. Glorious! At mating time, the marvellous male 
dances on the ground and on the branches, in order to 
better display its magnificence to the attentive female. 
We were looking at the film with admiration when the 
philosopher interrupted.

He said: “Come off it! The bird is arranging itself 
to show its beautiful feathers, but that does not prove 
anything. It is a simple reflex. It does not know that 
it is beautiful. The bird-of-paradise cannot have any 
sense of beauty, because, as Plato [an ancient Greek 
philosopher] said, a sense of beauty comes from reason.”

“One moment,” said the ornithologist.
Then in the film, under some trees, we saw a walking 

black bird, hardly prettier that a crow.
The ornithologist said: “It is called the ‘western paro-

tia’ (Parotia sefilata) [one of the species of the birds-of-
paradise]. Does it appear to be rather ugly? Just wait: 
its feathers are made as if they are covered by tiny 
particles of dust. When it moves in the dark, like here, 
one cannot see anything, but when the light shines verti-
cally on its feathers, the tiny particles begin to sparkle.”

We did not understand what the ornithologist meant, 
but the film kept going. Then, the bird stood under the 
trees. It was dull and difficult to see.

The bird expert said: “Look carefully at what it is 
about to do.”

The western parotia flew to a nearby branch and 
began to pull off its leaves.

The bird expert continued: “I had to stop filming, 
because film is expense: for 11 days, the bird pulled 

off the leaves from the branches. On the 12th day, the 
following happened.”

The film continued showing the same place, but 
now everything was different: one could see an area of 
vertical light. The leafless branches let the light shine 
down, whereas the surrounding forest remained dark. 
It seemed like a spotlight, with its vertical rays of light, 
was shining down on the ground.

Then, the western parotia began to dance. And it 
was marvellous. Its black feathers blazed like fire, had 
violet sparkles, and shined red and gold.

The ornithologist asked: “Do you still believe that this 
bird does not know that it is beautiful? It spent 11 days 
controlling the light on its dance floor! Is it unaware? 
What would Plato say if he saw that?”

Before philosophers talk about the stupidity of ani-
mals, they should observe their lives.

That curious and extraordinary behavior can only 
impress an observer. It certainly is difficult to classify 
such a production as a simple and instinctive reflex. 
Because it is actually a matter of a true ceremony!

Eleven days of preparation for this ritual dance is a 
long period of persevering work for a little bird. Fur-
thermore, it is systematic and almost artistic work to 
make this “plant spotlight” direct its light on to the 
magnificent feathers of the artist!

This is undoubtedly more than a simple mechanical 
function, even if it were electronically programmed. 
This dance, which precedes mating for the continuation 
of the species, is quite obviously the result of a genetic 
drive, which is inherited and automatic, and which is 
additionally influenced by the season, but certainly also 
by a state of awareness of the individual. When one 
sees its pride and hears its call of triumph that gener-
ally accompanies the display of its colourful feathers, 
one perceives that it certainly is aware of the quality 
of the spectacle… For us, the male gives such a clear 
demonstration that one could sometimes attribute to it 
a feeling of pride that greatly resembles our own.

One must admit, even if one is a philosopher or an 
ornithologist, that our “intelligence” is often perplexed 
in view of some phenomena that are common and natu-
ral, but that nevertheless conceal a mysterious wisdom 
that escapes our current possibilities of perception. They 
have been considerably reduced by sin, but when they 
will have regained their full range, there will be no 
more mystery to us.

Digital friends: true or false?
It increasingly seems as though everything that is still 
humane and genuine is disappearing from modern life. 
This is happening by means of omnipresent and power-
ful tools, namely our large and small devices that are 
connected to the Internet. At first, users are delighted 
and engulfed in a universe that seems magical and 
infinite, before they return somewhat sobered after 
well-known experiences. The following article — taken 
from the Swiss French-language newspaper Tribune 
de Genève from the weekend of the 28th and 29th of 
January 2017 — illustrates to us various situations that 
can occur with our new digital friends.

Social media puts friendship to the test

Is a “Facebook friend” like any other friend? On that 
question, the French justice system is resolute. The an-
swer is “no”. In a public statement published on Thurs-
day the 5th of January, the “Court of Cassation” (the 
highest court in France) ruled that “the term ‘friend’, 
which is used to describe people who voluntarily come 
into contact with each other on social media, does not 
conform to the meaning of a friendship relationship in 
the traditional sense of the term”.

That case was brought about by a lawyer in Paris. 
During a professional misconduct case that was brought 

over him, and one day, the camp is bombed 
and everything in it is destroyed. François is 
free and hastens home to rejoin his wife and 
children, who are so dear to him.

Alas, that reunion is quite different from 
what he has been looking forward to. With 
a sinking heart, he realizes that his wife’s af-
fection has been stolen from him. She is no 
longer his life companion with whom he has 
had so much happiness, and all harmony and 
understanding between them have broken 
up. The children also have been estranged 
and will have nothing to do with him.

Broken hearted and very bitter, François 
takes refuge in the mountains to get away 
from that frightful nightmare. He immediately 
finds work at a hotel, and very soon after, the 
proprietor offers him the job of head chef, 
but he refuses the post in favour of his male 
colleague who has been at the hotel longer 
than himself. His male colleague, after having 
been promoted, turns overbearing and hard, 

particularly towards François, who once again 
finds himself at grips with a situation painful 
to his affectionate and kind heart.

In those days, François used to find great 
pleasure in conversing in his free time with 
a kind woman, the lessee of a neighboring 
restaurant who was a subscriber to The Moni-
tor of the Reign of Justice, and she used to 
tell him everything she read in it. She would 
explain to him, with the backing of The Moni-
tor, how, one day, good was going to have 
the complete upper hand over evil, how God 
was infinitely kind and did not punish anyone, 
and how the Kingdom of God was going to 
be introduced on Earth, and everyone was to 
be happy at last. She would also exhort him 
to forgive the head chef and also his own 
wife. All these things would make a deep 
impression on his heart.

Things having become quite unbearable at 
the hotel, he made up his mind to leave. One 
day, tramping along the road, he is thinking 

about his troubles, when a woman coming 
from the opposite direction offers him a copy 
of The Monitor of the Reign of Justice. Fran-
çois takes it with emotion and respect, and 
gives the evangelist 10 francs for it. Seeing 
that his eyes are full of tears, she says: “Why 
are you crying? Are you regretting your 10 
francs? See, I will give them back to you.” 

“Oh no,” he replied, “I’m not regretting my 
10 francs. My tears are of joy at seeing that 
paper which has already done me so much 
good. It would give me the greatest possible 
happiness to become acquainted with the 
people who are working on the coming of 
the Kingdom of God on Earth.” 

“If that is all,” said the evangelist, “come 
with me, and I will introduce you to them.” 

In contact with the noble children of God, 
François feels transported into a world per-
vaded by a heart-warming atmosphere, which 
he finds very restful. Those people, who have 
suffered as he has, are able to understand him. 

Their real sympathy and warm friendship 
bring him splendid consolation. They, too, 
speak to him of forgiveness and reconciliation. 

Shortly after this, while walking along a 
country lane, François comes face to face 
with his former head chef. His heart starts to 
beat as if it would burst, and a mad desire for 
vengeance invades him. This is followed im-
mediately by the thought: “The Lord requires 
you to forgive. Then, do so!” He goes up to 
his former work mate, holds out his hand to 
him, and offers him refreshment. 

Having parted from him with a few friendly 
words, his heart is flooded with a joy such as 
he has never felt before, that of having over-
come an enemy by returning good for evil. 
He offers up a prayer of thanksgiving to the 
Lord, Who has granted him divine strength. 
He says: “I thank You, O God. Now, I feel I 
have no more enemies.” 

Henceforth, François assiduously seeks 
out the company of the Family of Faith. One 
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against him, he wanted the members of the disciplinary 
tribunal, who were judging his case, to recuse them-
selves because they were “friends on social media”. 
In his opinion, they could therefore not be impartial. 
The Court of Cassation did not take this view. That is 
a decision which Nicolas Capt, who is a Swiss lawyer 
specializing in new technologies, says is “logical”: 
“That is in line with the view of people who use social 
media. They accept as a ‘friend’ someone who is not 
necessarily so in the traditional sense of the term. In 
Switzerland, to my knowledge, there is no similar rul-
ing. But I believe that if the courts had to hand down 
a judgement, it would be in the same direction as the 
French judges.” In 2012, the Swiss courts ruled that 
if a judge knows a lawyer, that that is not a sufficient 
reason for them to recuse themself.

Spring clean

But if a Facebook friend is not a friend, what are they? 
That question was asked by social-media specialist 
Olivier Glassey after a type of “semantic hold-up”: 
“Facebook decided to give our digital contacts the 
description of ‘friend’,” explains this sociologist at the 
University of Lausanne (UNIL, in Switzerland). “It is 
about a marketing choice in which terms are deliberately 
mixed up in order to create ambiguity. But in reality, our 
digital contacts are nothing more than digital contacts, 
the simplest version of a relationship, because it only 
requires one click for it to be valid.”

Among the hundreds of names on our contacts’ lists, 
is a combination of spouses, buddies, colleagues, school 
friends, close friends, passing acquaintances… In brief, 
a real melting pot of all types of contacts. “At the start, 
this almost led to confusion. The first users made mis-
takes. They openly published things that should have 
remained private,” continues Olivier Glassey. “But 
recent studies show that this no longer happens. Peo-
ple know how to tell their contacts apart. Our research 
furthermore shows that users, out of the hundreds of 
contacts that they have, maintain contact with only a 
very small number, less than 10%. And they are not 
necessarily their best friends.”

That is how a new category of acquaintance made 
its appearance: the Facebook friend. “They are people 
whom one only knows through social media. Outside of 
the virtual world, one never or only rarely meets with 
them,” explains Olivier Glassey. “These relationships 
are based on immediacy and are defined by non-physical 
contact. But this exchange is nevertheless emotional, 
even though it is virtual. When one clicks ‘like’ or leaves 
a comment, one expects to receive a reaction to it,” says 
Olivier Glassey. And as quickly as possible, please. “That 
is the paradox on social media. Theoretically, one can 
respond when one wants to. But practically, they urge 
immediacy, a constant presence,” clarifies the sociolo-

gist. But what is the use of accumulating hundreds of 
contacts if, in the end, one exchanges with only a few? 
“Both the number of friends and their comments are a 
measure of popularity,” explains Olivier Glassey. “But 
maintaining this number is seen as very difficult by 
users, and many friends eventually delete themselves 
from Facebook after they had been very active. They 
leave the network and change to platforms where re-
lationships are better defined and limited.”

The last symbol of separation

Others decide to do a spring clean of their list of friends. 
“Ones see a large number of deletions especially dur-
ing election campaigns,” emphasizes the sociologist at 
UNIL. “This inequality in a friendship — one person 
can delete another with a click — can sometimes lead 
to dramatic situations. It is a strong sign when one real-
izes that one no longer has access to the life a person 
whom one thought of as a friend.” Even more so when 
one makes this discovery accidentally, because Face-
book naturally prevents itself from warning us.

The situation is particularly tragic for couples who 
separate. “To break off the digital contact is the most 
extreme form of break up. It can make the deserted per-
son go insane when they are standing before a locked 
door and trying to look at the profile of the other per-
son,” states Olivier Glassey. “This leads us to another 
question: ‘Who protects digital friends?’”

“Friend” is one of the noblest words, but our modern 
society is unfortunately tarnishing it and completely 
devaluing its meaning. Our world is becoming in-
creasingly wretched and is going so far that, for future 
generations, a friend is nothing more than a guest in a 
digital exchange, who can be accepted or deleted with 
a click. Fortunately, the French justice system was not 
deceived by this counterfeit. In the world, everything 
has become so superficial that one no longer knows the 
value of words and much less the value of sentiments. 
How should one gather, from this great emotional and 
spiritual emptiness, the elements that are essential for 
happiness? There is nothing solid to base oneself on. 
Nothing concrete; nothing true. It is not surprising to 
often see young people who lack enthusiasm, direction 
and balance.

How regrettable it furthermore is that among those 
apparent “friends”, there are also those who, after the 
first click to accept, quickly become pushy, and so much 
so, that they cause confusion and division at home where 
unity previously ruled. Some people, after meeting on 
the Internet, give up everything: spouse, children and 
home. What a poison social media (also called “social 
networking sites” and “social software”) can be in that 
respect, which one nevertheless praises as tremendous 
progress! However, it is the cause of many tears, and 
it can create unexpected situations that are at times 

untenable. But the passionate defenders of the digital 
age and of social media, are always calling for freedom 
and for progress in the service of this freedom.

Of course, one has never been so free to change one-
self how and when one wants to. Even if everything at 
home is in order. Why not something new, a little ad-
venture to break out of routine? And that at any age… 
But this freedom is only apparent, and, in reality, it con-
ceals real servitude that forces serious and dangerous 
choices that are paid for with failure and misfortune.

How many people are able to look at their Facebook 
account for hours — without paying attention to those 
around them, and without any exchange with them — 
by being so absorbed in the little screen with unlimited 
content? This extremely disrespectful and unsocial at-
titude comes from an insidious addiction that slowly 
changes the personality of those who are under the 
magic spell of this digital exchange.

As with all the well-planned work of the Adversary, 
Satan, the result is sooner or later always a disappoint-
ment. That great Enemy of our happiness, however, 
acts like he is our friend, and he even offers us lots of 
“friends” who flood our mailbox with all sorts of more 
or less desirable messages. We thus occupy ourselves 
with nonsense, sensations, false information or all sorts 
of useless things that are aimed at stealing our time 
and spiritually poisoning us.

We do not need all of that to live, and we live even 
better without it. Because our mind is then free and 
can appreciate those around us, bring us into harmony 
with them, and have truly friendly, direct and lively 
exchanges, and also with magnificent nature, whose 
beauty, generosity and wealth we can see and learn 
from.

Furthermore, the Almighty has given us a true Friend: 
the Lord Jesus. He is the truest and the most loyal of 
all friends. He does not contact us through the Internet, 
but through his Spirit of love and comfort, which we 
should make ourselves sensitive to, in others words, 
which we should “log on” to through our “sixth sense”. 
This wonderful Friend assures us his reliable protec-
tion, his kindness and his affection. One who follows 
his way of Truth gathers from it countless, endless and 
ever-new joys.

Our divine Friend requests that we be a true and 
selfless friend to our fellow people. When we do this, 
we find many more true friends: those who appreci-
ate the good that we do to them, and especially those 
who want to associate with us to follow this marvellous 
ideal: to exist for the good and to prepare the Kingdom 
of God for humankind. In that Kingdom, people will 
learn to love each other like brothers, and they will feel 
the veracity of these words in the Holy Scripture: “A 
friend loves at all times, and a brother is born to help 
in time of need.” Proverbs 17: 17.

day, a big congress of the Family of Faith is 
announced, and he very joyfully attends it. 
There he meets brethren from the land of his 
birth. He feels he has become an integral part 
of the magnificent family God is setting up on 
Earth. When he gets back to his mountains, 
he has the joy of receiving two evangelists 
of the Kingdom of God in the hotel where he 
works. He makes it his joy to provide them 
with food and lodging, for which he wants 
to pay entirely out of his own pocket. But 
the hotel proprietor declares that for such 
evangelists, everything is free. 

François feels he does not yet have suffi-
cient faith to become a full-time evangelist, 
devoted entirely to that ministry. Besides, 
there is still the gaping wound in his heart 
caused by the estrangement and antagonism 
of his wife and children. He has nothing to 
worry about concerning his mother, brothers 
or sisters, but he is worried about his father 
from whom he has had no news for some time. 
So, he decides to go to Argentina to spread 
there the Good News of the Kingdom of God. 

On this voyage, François does not feel lone-
ly amidst the crowd. He bears in his heart the 
message of the love of the Kingdom of God. 
He talks about it to everyone who is willing 
to listen to him, and so is able to reach many 
receptive hearts. 

At his journey’s end, François has the 
great sorrow of learning that his father has 
been reported missing. But the certainty of 
the Resurrection provides his heart with the 
balm of consolation.

Some kind people interested in what he 
has told them on the boat, find him lodgings 
and employment, and he at once sets about 
spreading the Good News of the Kingdom 
of God. 

Having laid aside a tidy little sum of money, 
he is able at last to put into execution what 
he has been wishing to do for a long time. 

He builds a small house with a spacious room 
where he can hold meetings for people sensi-
tive to the divine message. As time goes by, 
he returns on many occasions to France and 
Switzerland to attend the big general meet-
ings and to again meet all the brethren of 
the Family of Faith. The great soreness of his 
heart has at last been healed. The message 
of divine love has done its magnificent work 
there, and in his heart, there remains nothing 
but kindness, the splendid forgiveness and 
compassionate affection that is the outcome 
of the Work of Reconciliation of the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world. 

One day, another severe trial comes his 
way to establish his faith. He is suddenly 
overtaken by acute pain in his legs. There is 
serious trouble somewhere, and he is taken 
to hospital. He is kept under observation for 
a fortnight, during which, he occupies his 
time by reading the book Eternal Life with 
great pleasure and appreciation. In hospital, 
he meets several poor wretches who have 
had a leg or a foot amputated. He asks the 
doctor what his is opinion of his own case. 
The doctor says that amputation of both feet 
is unavoidable. 

François cannot conceive of such a possibil-
ity. He urgently prays to the Lord to come to 
his help, as He has always done. He leaves the 
hospital, and placing his house in the charge 
of a friend, he embarks for Europe. There 
will soon be a big congress of the Family of 
Faith, and he wants to be there. He makes 
superhuman efforts to walk in spite of the 
fact that it gives him intolerable pain, and he 
has the great joy of attending the congress, 
where he once more meets his brethren of 
the Divine Family. 

After that, he is taken into one of the Test 
Stations of the Kingdom of God, where he is 
given expert treatment. A few months later, 
he happily undertakes his return journey, 

being filled with joy and profound gratitude 
to the God of all grace, Who has once again 
shown him all his fatherly kindness and his 
omnipotence.

To everyone who has ears to hear and a 
heart to understand, he says with complete 
conviction: “The LORD is my Shepherd; I 
lack nothing. He lets me lie down in green 
pastures; He leads me to still waters.”

News in brief
of the Reign of Justice
We are happy to think of the on-trial members 
of the Host of the Lord. It was with enthusi-
asm that God’s Messenger hailed its birth by 
publishing The Message to Humanity in 1922.

It was nearly 4,000 years ago that the first 
indication of that Host was given by Elihu 
in the Book of Job. He talks about a mes-
senger, one among a thousand, charged 
with the task of showing mankind what is 
good for them and what to do to no longer 
go into the grave. That is the first reference 
to the present time to be found in the Bible, 
a time when particularly clear witness is to 
be borne, giving every exact indication for 
heading for eternal life.

The Host of the Lord therefore has an im-
mense privilege, but also the responsibility of 
bearing witness to the world that the King-
dom of Heaven is starting. This witness will 
be powerful, owing to the fact that those who 
faithfully keep the Universal Law of altruism, 
will have the victory of life over death.

Many also are the prophets who have 
sung the glories of that saintly army which 
will become the first fruits of the New Earth!

We wholeheartedly wish, that beloved 
Host, that they may be entirely faithful to 
their Covenant Vow, solemnly pronounced 
in 1938 before God’s Messenger and before 
the Lord’s congregation. They renew that 
Vow in solemn meetings every year, on which 

we ask the Almighty to place his full bless-
ing and his powerful encouragement. Those 
meetings are an opportunity for everyone to 
enter into self-searching to ascertain whether 
they have made any real progress along the 
path of life. As disciples come to the end of 
their race, we are poignantly reminded of our 
beloved Saviour’s great Sacrifice, so nobly ac-
complished on behalf of all mankind. We are 
also comforted to know that, thanks to that 
Ransom, so nobly paid, those who leave us 
will soon recover the fruit of their efforts in 
the way of good.

World events show us ever-more vividly 
the seriousness of the present time in which 
Babylon is to fall, together with all its insti-
tutions, to make room for the Kingdom of 
Heaven on Earth.

Therefore, it is becoming ever-more urgent 
to carefully watch over our hearts in order to 
frustrate the Adversary’s subtle wiles. He is 
forever seeking to put a spoke in the wheel 
of those who wish to devote themselves to 
the Lord’s Work and to apply their whole 
heart to it.

Let us then be watchful, and let us faith-
fully live up to the Vow to the Almighty, 
which we renew every year, so that the days 
of refreshing, greatly needed by mankind, 
may be hastened.

,
The Monitor is constantly being more high-

ly appreciated by our subscribers, who write 
to tell us their esteem. This paper gives occa-
sion for useful work with mankind to search 
for the meek ones whom the Lord knows and 
who are going to rally to the beloved Host of 
the Lord in setting up the New Earth for all 
mankind beaten by the storm.
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