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PEOPLE in general talk about the Gospel without 
having a clear idea of what it comprises. They read 

it, and they admire it, but they do not put it into practice. 
They think it is impossible to do that and to do what 
was done in the past by those who did live up to it.

The true Gospel is an exact science founded on re-
ality. It has magnificent results, glorious results, which 
make the heart glad and brim over with joy. The true 
Gospel is the Good News. It is an ether that carries 
with it the fluid of eternal life. When the true Gospel 
is delivered and received, through its anointing, it cre-
ates wonderful blessing and a complete transformation 
of individuality. It is the transformation of the former 
mentality into a “new creature”, a new character and 
dispositions, capable of attaining eternal life.

Throughout the universe, the Gospel is being pro-
claimed, and the angels, dominions and powers of 
Heaven are being informed of the wonders of divine 
love displayed for the benefit of all creatures. The holy 
beings, who all are pure in heart, are in a state of ex-
pectancy concerning the glorious manifestation of the 
power, of the wisdom, of the love and of the justice of 
God, which has already taken concrete shape in all his 
works of creation.

Job reminds us that when the Earth was created, the 
angels of God shouted for joy and enthusiasm as they 
perceived what was coming out of God’s hands. They 
paid homage to the Almighty at sight of that glorious 
creation. That also proved to be Good News, a special 
Gospel, like everything the Almighty created with the 
assistance of his glorious Collaborator, his Son, the only- 
begotten of the Father, called the Logos, God’s Word.

The Gospel became sublime the Good News when 
it was revealed by the beloved Son of God, when he 
came to Earth. What that Good News provided was the 
power of the Redemption of mankind. It was the true 
Gospel, which possessed the power to overcome death. 
As a matter of fact, the Gospel preached on Earth by 
our dear Saviour, took concrete shape in prodigious 
blessing to be felt by groaning and dying humanity. 
Christ did not merely preach words of comfort and re-
assurance, he joined deed to word.

The sublime demonstrations given by God’s Son 
when he was on Earth, proved that every obstacle can 
be overcome by the Gospel, the Good News. So, the 
blind recovered their sight, the deaf heard, and even 
the dead arose. The terrible nightmare of destruction 

and the grave, was thus overcome by the Good News 
which took shape in word and deed sustained by God’s 
Holy Spirit. That was what was foretold of old by Isaiah 
the prophet in these words: “The Spirit of the LORD 
God in on me, because the LORD has anointed me to 
proclaim Good News to the poor. He has sent me to 
heal the brokenhearted…to comfort all who mourn…
to give them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the 
oil of joy instead of mourning.” That is what the true 
Gospel has as its result when the conditions attached 
to it are faithfully observed.

All over the world, a false gospel is being preached. 
That gospel is not a power of God. It is being preached 
in the form of a religion: of rites, ways and customs. 
For this reason, to the world called Christian, it is not 
of first importance, it only takes second place. People 
receive it superficially. To them, this false gospel of the 
religions is merely an appearance of good news. They 
look on it rather as bad news disguised under religious 
rites, as of old the children of Israel had the law and 
the commandments.

The Israelites did not live up to the conditions of 
the law of Moses. Their hearts were selfish and self- 
seeking. That was how it came about that they strained 
out at a gnat but swallowed a camel, mistaking one 
thing for another. Christ came to show things just as 
they were and to put the light on the candlestick. They 
were offended, opposed him bitterly, hated him and 
crucified him. In this way, they did indeed swallow a 
camel. They had hatred in their hearts because they 
had been cultivating false interests instead of the love 
they ought to have shown for their neighbour. They 
were fully aware of the fact that to love their neighbour 
as themselves and God above all, was all the law and 
the prophets. But their devilish religion, drawn from 
the poisoned source of selfishness, became a snare for 
them. It was that which led them to make such a ter-
rible mistake.

Christendom, which our Lord calls “Babylon…the 
confusion”, is in exactly the same situation. It does not 
consider the Gospel as the Good News of the change 
from its pitiable state of malediction, into a glorious 
state of peace, of love and of blessing. It is quite sure, 
indeed, that if Christendom had lived up to the true 
Gospel, there would now be peace on Earth. At present, 
there is peace only for a very small number of people: 
those who follow Christ, the Lamb of God, with all 

their heart, doing their best to live up to the true Gos-
pel, the result of which is to transform their character 
and dispositions which are selfish, into a character and 
dispositions which are altruistic. A selfish character is 
quarrelsome, and it causes pain to fellow men, whereas 
an altruistic character is peaceful and kind, and its pos-
sessor practises the denial of self and spreads around 
him the anointing of divine blessing and harmony.

The false gospel is the general thing in Christendom, 
in all Catholic and Protestant sects, great and small, 
without exception. It is a mixture of the “spirit of the 
world”, which is selfish, with a little truth, which loses 
all savour because of the mixture. For that reason, 
instead of obtaining a complete transformation of the 
selfish mentality — which always degenerates into 
animosity, disputes, quarrels, jealousy, enmity, envy, 
excesses in eating and drinking, pharmacy, etc. — there 
is no change, and the dispositions remain as they are.

That is what Christendom has demonstrated through 
the centuries. This becomes obvious in the light of the 
persecutions, the religious wars and, above all, the two 
World Wars. On the other hand, those who have lived 
up to the true Gospel have made peace. The true Gos-
pel indeed centres around this thought expressed by 
the angels at Bethlehem: “Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace on Earth to all men of goodwill.”

To be sure, those words are frequently quoted by 
those who preach the false gospel, but their words are 
given the lie to by their actions. Proof of this lies in the 
fact that there is no peace in their hearts. Therefore, 
to them, it is nothing more than an empty formula. 
Moreover, Christendom has been led into error by the 
“god of this world”, who is Satan. It has failed to un-
derstand that in this dispensation of God’s plan, there 
has been no question of anything but the calling of the 
little Church of Christ, also called the Royal Priesthood 
and the Little Flock, which, like its Master, offers its 
body a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, as 
mentioned by apostle Paul who clearly emphasises that 
that is one’s reasonable service.

Our Lord Jesus Christ with his little Church, which 
is made up of 144,000 members, are a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, for the remission of the sins 
of all mankind. When that Work of sacrifice, in other 
words, of atonement, is finished, then all the nations of 
the Earth are invited to enter into communion with the 
Almighty, making a covenant by the law which comes 
out of Zion, as declared by Isaiah the prophet.

In the false churches, a religion is observed, accord-
ing to which, Heaven is promised to the adepts. There 
is total ignorance of the divine plan which is only re-

Twenty years later...

RACHEL was the fourth of seven broth- 
 ers and sisters. They lived in beautiful 

scenery, on the shores of a splendid lake 
which reflected the light in ever-changing 
colours. The hillsides were covered with 
flourishing vines, stretching from the village 
to the very edge of the woods. The spire of 
the village church stood up out of the midst 
of the vineyards.

While still a tiny girl, Rachel would often, 
in the evening, sit by her window late into 
the night to watch the harmonious motion of 
the waves glittering in the moonlight. At such 
times, many thoughts would crowd into her 
mind, prompted by that magnificent sight.

Rachel’s father was an architect and at the 
same time a building contractor. He built 
houses for which he had made the plans him-
self. Six workmen used to have their meals 
every day with the children. This made too 

much work for mother who finally fell seri-
ously ill. Father then had to cut down his 
business and to content himself with a much 
smaller one.

Though she was still very young, Rachel 
keenly felt how painful the situation was, 
and particularly felt for her dear mother’s 
sufferings. She would often pray ardently 
to the Lord, asking Him to be so kind as to 
cure her mother, for whom she would have 
been very willing to give her own little life.

Mother gradually got better, and the years 
went by, unmarked by any very special 
events. Rachel got married, and everything 
went well for her. Nevertheless, she con-
stantly had the feeling that there was some-
thing lacking in her heart, which she did 
not know how to make up for. One day, an 
evangelist came to her door and presented to 
her the message of the Kingdom of God. She 
immediately subscribed to the PAPER FOR 
ALL, the contents of which filled her with 

enthusiasm. Yet she did not feel she could 
attend the meetings to which the evangelist 
had invited her.

Two years later, a charming baby girl, 
whom they called Antoinette, was born. 
Unfortunately, the baby had very delicate 
health, and this gave Rachel a lot of anxi-
ety. Moreover, she had never been able to 
make up for what she felt was lacking in her 
heart. She would wonder: “Are we truly on 
Earth for nothing more than to keep house, 
to go on doing that for a few years without 
any loftier ideal, and then one fine day to 
depart?” She felt that a human being must be 
destined to much more than that. But what? 
That was the big question to which she could 
find no answer.

Constantly preoccupied with that unsolved 
puzzle, and being alone one splendid evening 
when numberless stars were shedding their 
light all about, Rachel felt a sudden irresist-
ible urge to go down on her knees and to 

pray ardently to God: “O my God, show me 
what the Truth is and where I may find it.”

In the course of the religious instruction 
given in church, the pastor had declared 
quite openly that there was no God and no 
Saviour, that one must not believe in fancies, 
and that such things were nothing but fables. 
So, quite early in life, Rachel had been thor-
oughly disillusioned concerning religion, and 
she had turned her back on it. She felt at the 
bottom of her heart that there was a God, and 
she refused to be robbed of that conviction.

A few days after she had prayed so ardently, 
someone came to visit her. He talked to her 
just like the evangelist from whom she had 
had the PAPER FOR ALL. Rachel and her hus-
band ask him in to give them more detailed 
explanations concerning the message he is 
bringing round. Their visitor gives them to 
understand that it is not a question of a sect 
or of a religion, but of a wonderful school of 
character changing, for the purpose of acquir-

The true Gospel and the false
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vealed to those who will live up to the principles of 
the Kingdom of God. According to those principles, 
they bless those who curse them and pray for those 
who persecute them, in short, they return good for evil 
because good is far stronger than evil and is going to 
overcome it completely. For that purpose, however, it 
is imperative for good to be the life that is lived.

When these words of our Lord contained in the Gos-
pel: “Many are called, but few are chosen,” (owing to 
the conditions attached to that calling) are fulfilled, 
then, these other words of our Lord will also be ful-
filled: “Fear not, Little Flock, for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the Kingdom.” The Kingdom is 
the condition of blessing that will come into existence 
when Christ introduces the Reign of Justice all over 
the world, with the Elect as his collaborators. It is the 
Restoration of All Things, of which God has spoken 
of old through the mouths of all his holy prophets, as 
apostle Peter declares in Acts 3: 21.

The result of the true Gospel when it is lived up to, is 
life, joy and blessing. When it is not lived up to, it be-
comes the false gospel which is nothing but a frightful 
fraud and a terrible deception. That is what has made 
it possible for Satan’s reign to go on till today.

Apostle Paul was not ashamed of the Gospel he lived 
up to — as he writes to the Romans in chapter 1, verse 
16 — because, by living up to the true Gospel, he over-
came his character that was religious, bloodthirsty and 
violent, and changed into one that was meek, kind and 
peaceful. That was why he said with assurance: “Now, 
I, Paul appeal to you with the gentleness and kind-
ness of Christ.” Such is the glorious fruit that displays 
the true peace announced on the fields of Bethlehem: 
“Glory to God in the highest, and peace on Earth to 
all men of goodwill.”

If you seek among the nations the fruit borne by 
the Gospel, you are astounded to perceive that it is 
the poisoned fruit whose only result has been dissen-
sion, drunkenness, madness, war and death. All those 
things demonstrate that it is the false gospel that has 
been practised, a gospel that carries shame. The two 
World Wars are the crowning of the terrible work done 
by the false gospel.

Those who are determined to live up to the true Gos-
pel, receive divine assistance. The Lord Jesus did so. 
Satan, the Adversary, tried to tempt him by proposing 
that he should live up to the false gospel. He is the Bible 
student of longest standing, and therefore quoted Bible 
texts in an attempt to convince our Lord Jesus. But our 
dear Saviour refused to be influenced by this. He imme-
diately perceived that to follow the Adversary’s advice 
would be a criminal compromise. The Adversary said: 
“I will give you all these things [the world’s kingdoms 
and their glory], if you bow down and worship me.”

That is the very proposal that Christendom has ac-
cepted. That is why it is seen to be entirely mixed up 
with the world: civil, political and military. Our Lord 
remained faithful. He preferred dying for the sinner 
and suffering for him, providing him with the true 
Gospel that frees mankind from condemnation and 
death.

When mankind are provided with the true Gospel, 
they are able to learn to love their neighbour and to 
become real children of God. Blessing and protection 
are assured to all who will live up to the true Gospel. 
They become fellow workers with our Lord and, with 
him, provide the answer to all who long for peace, for 
the Kingdom of the true God. That wonderful Kingdom 
will be introduced on Earth by the Work of our dear 
Saviour and of his Little Flock, and will create peace, 
happiness and everlasting life for all who will rally to 
the divine principles.

The dangers of
artificial intelligence
We increasingly hear talk about artificial intelligence 
(AI) (also called “machine intelligence”), especially 
about the improvements that it will presumably bring to 
human society. However, the following article — which 
was published in the French-language newspaper Sans 
abri No. 227 — deals with the dangers that it represents:

Artificial intelligence can be dangerous.
We must now protect ourselves from it.
Must we be scared of artificial intelligence? Elon Musk, 
the boss of Space X, expressed his fears in view of the 
risks of its misuse and even described them as an “ex-
istential threat” to humanity. A worry shared by Jean-
Paul Fritz [a French reporter]. He explained why we 
urgently have to protect ourselves from the excesses 
of this type of technological development.

We can be enthusiastic about technology, but also 
careful. Elon Musk — the billionaire CEO of Tesla Mo-
tors and of Space X, and who dreams about colonies 
on Mars — showed this by clearly expressing his fears 
in regard to artificial intelligence, the frequently men-
tioned “AI”.

Is it really a matter of the greatest threat to human-
ity? Elon Musk thinks so, and he tweeted: “If you’re 
not concerned about AI safety, you should be. Vastly 
more risk than North Korea.” [He also said: “The dan-
ger of AI is much greater than the danger of nuclear 
warheads.” … “Mark my words, AI is far more danger-
ous than nukes.”] He additionally expressed his con-
cern in an interview at the prestigious Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT), where he even claimed: 
“With artificial intelligence, we are ‘summoning the 
demon’.” He furthermore said: “We need to be very 
careful with artificial intelligence. There should be 
some regulatory oversight, maybe at the national and 
international level, just to make sure that we don’t do 
something very foolish.”

Enormous potential, but not necessarily reassuring
Elon Musk is not the only one who is concerned. Another 
prominent person has advised caution: Stephen Hawk-
ing. In the British newspaper The Independent, this 
genius physicist said shortly after the release of the film 
Transcendence  that deals with this theme: “Transcend-
ence looks at the implications of artificial intelligence, 
but are we taking it seriously enough?” The newspaper 
also said: “Success in creating AI would be the biggest 
event in human history. Unfortunately, it might also be 
the last, unless we learn how to avoid the risks, says 
a group of leading scientists.” The Independent fur-
thermore described its military applications, its control 
of financial markets and its effects on our economy: 
“Whereas the short-term impact of AI depends on who 
controls it, the long-term impact depends on whether it 
can be controlled at all.” Of course, scientists who are 
active in this field express their confidence. For exam-
ple, the Machine Intelligence Research Institute (MIRI) 
states: “MIRI’s mission is to ensure that the creation of 
smarter-than-human intelligence has a positive impact. 
We aim to make advanced intelligent systems behave 
as we intend even in the absence of immediate human 
supervision.”

Omnipresent Google has invested in artificial intel-
ligence. This American company purchased the British 
artificial-intelligence company DeepMind for £400m 
(US$660m). For reassurance, Google even established 
an ethics board. But that is not necessarily reassuring. 
Of course, it is easy to talk about a generation gap and 
of old and unfounded fears in order to try to avoid a real 
debate about artificial intelligence. But when people 
like Elon Musk and Stephen Hawking raise the alarm, 
there must be a problem somewhere.

Be able to say “no” to some innovations
Even if I am very interested in new technologies and 
scientific progress, I definitely do not want a machine 
to make decisions for me. I do not tolerate it when my 
GPS talks to me and tells me to turn right or when my 
phone kindly “suggests” words to me while I am typ-
ing something. I do not want my washing machine tell-
ing me what type of washing detergent I should use, 
depending on what I have just put in its drum. I do 
not want my refrigerator telling me that I have put too 
many products with carbohydrates in it and that they 
are bad for my health. I do not like Facebook (or oth-
ers) suggesting to me what sites I like or which friends 
I should add, if I have not asked for this.

Why not let a machine answer a question, but when 
it comes to it making a suggestion, commenting or in-
fluencing, “no, thank you”! But that is the path that we 
have taken. Imagine artificial intelligence and every-
thing that it could represent… As humans, we should 
have clear limits in our minds: can a machine help, 
“yes”. But at that moment when we allow it to make 
a decision for us, we should ask ourselves a couple of 
questions. And be able to say “no”.

It is difficult to estimate “the point of no return”
Nowadays, some scientists are attempting to bring 
machines up to the level of human intelligence, but 
we do not really know what this represents. When did 
humans become intelligent? Since when have they had 
a conscience? What is the process of intelligence and 
of conscience? At the moment, there are only partial 
answers, and it is mainly a philosophical discussion. 
How can we act as though we can control something 
that we do not really understand?

I really like the following words from the American 
newspaper The New York Times. Their author, Nick Bil-
ton, mockingly said: “But let’s be realistic: it took nearly 
a half-century for programmers to stop computers from 
crashing every time you wanted to check your email. 
What makes them think they can manage armies of 
quasi-intelligent robots?” Human vanity, undoubtedly, 
whose limits are yet to be reached.

Additionally, it is difficult to estimate “the point of 
no return”. For example, the famous “self-driving car” 
[also called the “driverless car” and the “autonomous 
car”]. Such a vehicle should make decisions for us. If 
such a vehicle with artificial intelligence is in a situa-
tion in which an accident is unavoidable, and if it has 
to choose between different types of consequences, 
it could be so “intelligent” that it kills its passenger 
in order to prevent damage that it estimates could be 
worse. Do you want to allow this possibility? I do not.

“There should be some regulatory oversight,
maybe at the national and international level.”
However, it is no use dreaming. You cannot stop prog-
ress or the spread of artificial intelligence. Economic 
interests are at stake, and one wants to offer “person-
alized customer service” [by knowing one’s custom-
ers better, one can sell them more things]. One must 
therefore establish limits, and quickly. Elon Musk’s idea 
of global regulatory oversight should be implemented. 
If the development of artificial intelligence cannot be 
stopped, then one should establish as many restraints 
as possible. For example, one should ensure that every 
experiment on every machine is isolated from other 
information-technology systems and connections (in-
cluding Wi-Fi or radio waves). For AI, it would other-
wise be too simple for it to copy itself on the Net, or to 
even multiply itself…

We must study the conscience and also the pro-
grammes, so that we introduce something like the “laws 
of robotics” (by the writer Isaac Asimov) into every 
potentially intelligent machine that we construct. That 
is how the human race could protect itself from a pos-
sible evolution of its own creations. There are already 
scientists who are working on this subject, but it should 

ing altruistic dispositions that will allow one 
to become happy and to make happiness for 
those around one.

Rachel is in wholehearted agreement with 
this. “That’s truly worthwhile,” she exclaims 
enthusiastically. “To change one’s disposi-
tions, and to do something to improve, to 
change — this is something that must be 
looked into.”

So then Rachel started to regularly attend 
the meetings of the Angel of the Lord (the 
Philanthropic Association), where she was 
very kindly received, and where she at last 
obtained the food for which her soul craved. 
Her husband did not attempt to stop her, for 
he realised that this assembly of people had 
nothing in common with religious bodies, in 
which he himself had been deeply disap-
pointed, and which he would have nothing 
to do with.

The young woman finds ever-increasing 
pleasure in this community pervaded by an 

atmosphere of forthrightness, of simplicity 
and of spiritual cleanliness. Her husband, for 
his part, wants to be quite clear in his mind 
as to what this society, his wife is associat-
ing with, stands for. So, they decide by com-
mon consent to visit one or two of the Test 
Stations of the Kingdom, which have been 
opened by the founder of the fellowship: 
God’s Messenger. They first visit the nearest 
one in the village of Cartigny (in Switzerland), 
the headquarters of the fellowship and the 
residence of the Messenger. They are deeply 
impressed by the atmosphere of dignity and of 
harmony they find there. They next visit the 
Station called The New Earth (in the south-
east of France) and then Méthamis (close 
to the city of Avignon in France). They end 
their tour by visiting the group of the Angel 
of the Lord (the Philanthropic Association) in 
Marseille and the one in Nice (both are cit-
ies in France). When they get home, Rachel’s 
husband says: “In all those places, there is the 

same peace and the same harmony.” They 
both have magnificent memories of that tour, 
particularly of The New Earth, which lies in 
exceedingly romantic surroundings on the 
banks of the Durance River.

A year later, Rachel, who has had time to 
thoroughly go into the Truth she has so long 
sought for, decides to associate with that 
body of brothers and sisters who intend to 
lay down their lives with their Master for the 
salvation of the human race. Having always 
cherished in her heart the desire to give 
her life to an ideal, she is glad to be able to 
give it for that of the Kingdom of God. With 
a view to this, she attends a big congress, 
having first placed her little girl Antoinette 
in the care of her parents. When she returns, 
full of enthusiasm, to take her little girl, her 
father greets her with an angry frown, for 
he has the impression that his daughter has 
been caught in the toils of a religious sect. 
Trembling with rage, he says: “Here, take 

your girl, get out of my sight, and never let 
me set eyes on you again.” Rachel’s mother 
sheds many tears of grief. Rachel does her 
best to comfort her, and then leaves with her 
little girl, feeling at the same time how much 
she would like to win her father over.

Sometime later, Rachel learns that her 
mother has had a very serious accident. She 
hastens at once to her parents. Father, still 
angry with her, refuses to speak to her. Ra-
chel does all she can to be agreeable to him 
and to show him affection, and he is deeply 
impressed by this, in spite of himself. When 
she takes leave of him, kissing him tenderly, 
he looks at her with eyes full of affection, 
which very clearly ask for forgiveness and 
acknowledge his having been unjust to her. 
So, Rachel slips a pamphlet into his hand, the 
one titled Man’s Destiny, an abridged form 
of the book Eternal Life.

A few months later, Rachel’s father was 
overtaken by a terrible mental ordeal, so 
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be much more than a theme of research: it requires in-
ternational regulations that enforce the application of 
verified protective measures on every AI experiment. 
And there must be specialists who ensure this.

 How many new dangers are appearing with the 
development of intelligent machines…! This lets us an-
ticipate a future that is not particularly reassuring… It 
seems as though this technological evolution is walking 
hand in hand with human vanity, which itself seems to 
have no limits…

The above article was accompanied by a photo of a 
man talking to a human-like robot. Some robots are 
actually capable of having a conversation about various 
topics. It certainly is a technical achievement to cre-
ate “intelligent” machines. It is truly astonishing and 
demonstrates the incontestable abilities of humankind. 
Human, or natural, intelligence is therefore capable of 
creating artificial intelligence. But artificial intelligence 
cannot create natural intelligence: this is the work of 
the Supreme Being, Whose intelligence surpasses eve-
rything imaginable… Humankind is not even capable 
of understanding the function of its own brain with its 
phenomenal complexity.

Despite the constant evolution of artificial intelli-
gence, human intelligence is and remains irreplace-
able because its functions are associated with feelings, 
conscience, intuition and values, which are all things 
that a robot will never have, no matter how perfect it 
may be… Be it in a conversation or a decision, intelli-
gence never acts alone: feelings play an important role, 
and this is what determines the value and the infinite 
superiority of a human being. A robot can only speak, 
think and act according to the way it is programmed.

When we hear that in some countries, like Japan, 
robots are used to assist old people living alone at 
home, our heart fills with great sadness because we 
are witnessing, neither more nor less, the complete 
dehumanization of society. To believe that technology 
can solve all problems, means to completely ignore 
or scorn the fact that people also and above all need 
affection to live. In times of loneliness, a robot cannot 
give a person the comforting feeling of being loved…

Furthermore, the above article suggests that the gen-
eral presence of intelligent machines will — at sometime 
and in all areas of daily life — inevitably impair human 
intelligence, which will then quite simply wither away 
because it is not used to thinking and considering. We 
should therefore be very careful regarding all these 
devices, because they might cause us to gradually lose 
our mental faculties, our memory, our intuition, our 
ability to feel or sense… And we should be even more 
careful and alert regarding their use by the authorities, 
especially for military purposes. Because the two ques-
tions that actually arise are, on the one hand, about the 
application of AI, and, worryingly, on the other hand, 
about whether it can be controlled…

We know that whatever humankind’s inventions are, 
in most cases, they serve selfish and therefore unjust 
interests. In the case of war, they serve to kill. The 
bombs that destroyed Hiroshima and Nagasaki, are a 
striking example of intelligence in the service of evil. 
In an instant, they destroyed thousands of people who 
had nothing to do with the war and who only wanted 
to live. Since then, there has been a tenfold increase 
in the power and also the threat of nuclear weapons… 
Of course, there is now the great temptation to create 
armies of killer robots, indestructible soldiers, that are 
free of feelings, that do not get tired and that have 
formidable and ultra-rapid intelligence…

We do not know how far humankind’s “progress” will 
go, but we know where it will lead us: to the end of 
this civilization. This is furthermore clearly announced 
in God’s Word, which always gives the best indications 
for where humanity is going. If the future seems to be 
bleak and frightening on account of humankind’s self-
ishness and foolishness, it is, on the contrary, bright 

and profoundly reassuring for those who are aware 
of God’s intentions. They are full of compassion and 
benevolence towards humanity, who is increasingly 
distancing itself from the Truth.

God’s plan very simply foresees and allows human-
kind to have its experiences in all areas until it reaches 
“the point of no return”, and confronted with that un-
precedented Distress, the human race will only be able 
to be saved by the Ransom that was paid by Christ 
(Matthew 24: 21 and 22). The Distress (Tribulation) 
that humankind is bringing on itself will be so terrible 
that those who escape it will finally be convinced that 
their wisdom is nothing but foolishness. They will then 
readily accept the arrangements that God made before 
the foundation of the world, according to his plan of 
love and Redemption, so that they can be restored as 
God’s children in felicity and glory. All the unhappy ex-
periences cannot be avoided for the simple reason that 
the Almighty does not want his creatures to be robots, 
but free and aware beings who choose good with full 
knowledge, who become God’s children and who are 
worthy of eternal life.

Animal friendship
From the French newspaper Ouest-France — from Au-
gust 2018 but without further knowledge of the exact 
publication date — we quote the following article:

Unusual: horses adopt a young wild boar!
In addition to having one of the largest dolmens [enor-
mous ancient stone tombs (burial chambers)] in Brit-
tany [a region in north-western France], the village of 
Crucuno, in the district of Erdeven, also has a special 
recent feature: in the vicinity of the village, a young 
wild pig has been adopted by horses. “We bought this 
field where these three horses are standing. One day, 
this summer, we were surprised to see a young boar 
among the horses,” explains Marielle. “It has obviously 
been adopted by Caramel, the youngest horse. It might 
have come here after being hunted and was probably 
too young to be left alone.” But the young wild boar is 
not completely wild because it has become accustomed 
to the presence of humans. “It has also become a vil-
lage attraction! All the children come to see it. My son 
nicknamed it Bobby, and it responds to its name! For 
us, it is a beautiful gift of nature to see an animal like 
that, even though it will one day undoubtedly go back 
to its life in the wild.”

Next to this text, we can see, in a picture, a man 
squatting in front of a horse, undoubtedly Caramel, 
and beside him is the wild young boar that does not 
seem to fear his presence. Caramel is attentively look-
ing at it. This wild piglet — too young to be left alone, 
possibly having lost its mother in a hunt, and looking 
for protection — took refuge among the horses. The 
latter welcomed it, and since then, they have become 
inseparable.

That is a touching picture that makes us think about 
the prophet Isaiah’s vision which shows very different 
animals cohabiting: a calf, a young lion and a yearling 
together, being led by a little child (Isaiah 11: 6). It 
shows us the path to follow with our fellow people. And 
how beautiful the world would be if everyone had that 
indulgence towards others, to accept them and even 
love them! As the apostle Paul so well recommended: 
“Accept those who are weak in faith, without quarreling 
over opinions” (Romans 14: 1). That is a wise rule for 
tolerance that would immediately settle all disputes if it 
were complied with and that would even eliminate wars.

Fortunately, we know that the day is coming when 
peace will rule on Earth. All people will become brothers 
and sisters who care for each other and form one great 
family with only one Father: the Lord God. Everyone 
will be informed of the Work that our dear Saviour did 
during his earthly ministry and also during the entire 

Gospel Age by forming his Church: 144,000 people 
who laid down their lives for their fellow people by 
following the path of their Master and who therefore 
inherited divine nature.

Animals will also have their place in the Paradise re-
found and restored on Earth. They will no longer fear 
humans who will become their friends again. Eternity 
and felicity will be the prospects for every human be-
ing. And nobody will forget that these blessings were 
dearly paid for by the Sacrifice of the Lord God’s be-
loved Son. “So that in the future ages, He [God] might 
show the exceeding riches of his grace in kindness to 
us in Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2: 7.

The suffering in the world
One can only have a vague idea about the misery in 
the world and about the suffering of some people. 
Without fear of making a false assumption, one can say 
that there are many more unhappy people than those 
who are content with their lot. But of most concern is 
how some people react to the misfortunes of others. 
On that subject, we quote the following article from 
the European magazine SOS-ZOOM, No. 1/2019, that 
is produced by SOS Kinderdorf (SOS Children’s Vil-
lages), an international humanitarian non-governmental 
organization (NGO), headquartered in Austria:

Silent suffering
The catastrophes in Haiti, in the Central African Re-
public (CAR) and in Nepal, are long forgotten, but 
are still not overcome.
“Indonesia: The coastal population has been suddenly 
struck by a deadly tsunami.” That was more or less 
the headline in the media around the world about 
this catastrophe that occurred just before Christmas in 
2018. News flashes, in almost real time, reported the 
dramatic devastation of a destructive tsunami that was 
caused by an eruption and a partial collapse of a vol-
cano. Reporters and camera people quickly arrived on 
the scene to show the situation of the victims and the 
helpers. But after that? Less than a week later, there 
was hardly anything mentioned in the media about this 
tragedy that killed 400 people and injured 14,000. The 
attention disappeared as quickly as it had come, almost 
as quick as the tsunami itself. Other information was 
in the spotlight. A cloak of forgetfulness covered the 
catastrophe and the affected people.

That tsunami in Indonesia is a recent example which 
shows how quickly the victims of a disaster are forgotten 
by public opinion. In affected regions, people continue 
to suffer and are often dependent on aid for years in 
order to restore their lives

Everywhere in the world, entire populations are 
suffering due to political unrest, violent conflicts, the 
consequences of natural disasters, or the violation of 
human rights. Children are the most affected.

The number of forgotten catastrophes is consider-
able. A few of them are mentioned in the following list.

Forgotten catastrophes in the world
Natural catastrophes
Haiti: Earthquake: 316,000 killed.
Japan:  Earthquake/tsunami: 18,357 killed and more 
than 470,000 people evacuated.
Nepal: Earthquake: 9,000 killed and 2.8 million home-
less people and orphans.

Diseases
Lesotho: HIV/AIDS: more than 15% of the population 
is affected.
Liberia and Sierra Leone: Ebola: 11,300 sick and dead.

Wars
Afghanistan: War: 2.5 million refugees
Democratic Republic of the Congo: Civil war: 1.3 mil-
lion refugees.

severe was it that he fell ill. Rachel hastens 
to her parent’s side, and her father does not 
hide his joy at seeing her, and he says: “I’ve 
read your pamphlet. It says that we can live 
eternally on Earth. Is that true?”

“It is quite certain,” Rachel answers, “but 
under certain conditions: one has to learn to 
love one’s neighbour as oneself, even one’s 
enemies: to forgive them and to do good to 
them.”

Rachel’s visit is of immense benefit to her 
parents. Her father becomes quite relaxed. 
Both parents subscribe to The Monitor of the 
Reign of Justice and to the PAPER FOR ALL. 
Rachel gives them the book Heavenly Dew, 
which they read a page of every morning. 
All these things greatly encourage Rachel to 
go on assiduously with the changing of her 
character, and with redoubled zeal to pub-
lish the Good News of the Kingdom of God 
wherever she goes.

Antoinette has grown into a self-possessed 

young lady. She is working in an office. All 
of a sudden, she falls seriously ill. Her condi-
tion calls for careful nursing, and this gives 
Rachel much cause for anxiety.

Meanwhile, Rachel’s husband has opened 
his own business, which turns out highly suc-
cessful. Sometimes, he has to carry out his 
work in his clients’ homes. His work leads 
him one evening into the home of a young 
woman who becomes attached to him. Unfor-
tunately, the man has not been able to make 
up his mind to follow the noble schooling of 
character changing. Rachel does her utmost 
to help him, but despite her being so well- 
intentioned, there is a good deal of friction 
between husband and wife. Then begins a 
very difficult period for Rachel: her husband 
begins to reciprocate the young woman’s at-
tachment, in spite of her being twenty years 
younger than him. At the same time, An-
toinette — although she has faithfully been 
attending the meetings of the Angel of the 

Lord (the Philanthropic Association) with her 
mother and has shown herself most obedient 
and affectionate — suddenly falls in love with 
a married man, ten years older than herself.

These two trials, coming one on top of the 
other, are terribly painful to poor Rachel. To 
try and forget her grief and pain, she goes 
out as often as she can to bring to others the 
splendid message of the Kingdom of God. In 
the titanic struggle she is waging, she finds 
a precious refuge in prayer. In it, she draws 
the strength to surmount the adversity which 
threatens to crush her. From the brethren 
in whose contact she is with at the meet-
ings, she also obtains comfort and a deal of 
joy.

It is a period of severe trial for Rachel, one 
of much pain and sorrow. She often talks to 
her child, exhorting her very tenderly, but 
always in vain. And then Antoinette once 
again falls so seriously ill that she has to be 
taken to hospital. There, she comes very close 

to death’s door. This threat to her child is fur-
ther anguish to the poor mother, accentuated 
threefold by the terrible resistance she feels 
in the younger woman’s heart.

One day, the elder responsible for the 
region pays Rachel a visit. She tells him all 
about her troubles. While keenly sympathis-
ing with her and feeling for her pain, he says 
very gently: “Why don’t you set your husband 
free?” At the time, Rachel does not pay much 
attention to the suggestion. But during the 
night, it comes back to her and utterly de-
prives her of sleep. She very fervently prays 
to the Lord to show her what she ought to 
do, and some peace returns to her heart. 
Next morning — after having prayed once 
more very ardently, and, as it were, holding 
her heart in her hands — she goes to her 
husband, who for some time now has been 
sleeping in a separate room. She talks to him 
kindly and affectionately, though seriously, 
and finally asks him straight out:
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Yemen: Civil war: 6,700 civilian deaths, famine, water 
shortages, and 3 million children affected.
Libya: Civil war: violations of human rights.
Mali: War: 100,000 refugees.
Mexico: Drug war and gang war: 25,339 people mur-
dered and more than 20,000 orphans.
Myanmar: Persecution of the Muslim Rohingya people: 
almost 600,000 refugees or people living in camps.
Somalia: Civil war: almost 1.5 million refugees.
South Sudan: Civil war: almost 2.3 million refugees.
Syria: War: almost 470,000 civilian deaths, 11 million 
refugees.
Central African Republic: Civil war: 1.3 million refu-
gees.

This list is not complete.

That list makes one think! What suffering, and what 
misery! One can almost hear the screams and the cries 
of all those unfortunate people whose backs are bent 
under the weight of a fate that they do not understand 
and who do not know why they are the victims of such 
misfortune. Why me? That is the question of all those 
poor people ask. Especially because many of them 
are spectators of the abundance, of the waste and of 
the vanity of other people who live carelessly. Some 
people die of hunger while others die of overeating. 
Some do not have a roof over their head, and others 
have so much money that they cannot even count it 
all. The feeling that dominates in all those people who 
are disadvantaged in life, is injustice. And that is un-
derstandable! What would we think if we were in their 
place?

One must really say, as the author of the above article 
emphasizes, that our society is characterized by super-
ficiality. On television, one can watch a news report 
that describes a natural catastrophe which occurred 
somewhere and caused many deaths, and straight af-
terwards watch advertising for an organized holiday to 
a beautiful location, or for the latest smartphones with 
outstanding features from famous brands. Under those 
circumstances, one forgets the sight of misfortune and 
begins to dream about a holiday or the purchase of the 
latest gadget. If affliction disappears so quickly from 
our thoughts, let us not forget that is daily life for many 
other people. They wake up every morning with the 
inconsolable sight of poverty, and these impressions do 
not leave them until they go to sleep.

That should really make us think. Because we should 
consider every person as a brother or a sister. We should 
not remain insensitive to the misfortunes of others. 
Furthermore, how can one be completely happy if one 
knows that some children know nothing except war, 
hunger or sickness? For that, one must be really selfish. 
And that is exactly the greatest misfortune of human-

kind. Selfishness makes us insensitive to the problems 
of others. One thinks about one’s own difficulties, but 
is indifferent to those of others.

Fortunately, our dear Saviour did not think like that. It 
must have been a great love that allowed him to leave 
the glory of Heaven, to make our miserable situation 
his own, and to pay for us. One must really love one’s 
fellow person to accept to lower oneself for them. He, 
who was in the form of God, as apostle Paul expresses 
it, did not hesitate to give up that spiritual nature to take 
on the much lower form of a servant. And by appearing 
as a common man, he lowered himself even further and 
was made sin. And by lowering himself even further, 
he experienced condemnation. That lowering, which is 
immeasurable, was our salvation. Because if one wants 
to measure it, one must be able to understand his glory 
in Heaven. By lowering himself more than anyone else, 
he was also greatly raised and received the name that 
is above all names. He was victorious for us.

That is the Good News that we can spread around 
us. Evil, pain and death will not rule forever on Earth. 
They will make room for the coming Kingdom of Christ, 
for prosperity and eternal life. And this is the message 
of hope that we can bring to all the unfortunate: “Look 
up and raise your heads, because your salvation is 
near.” Luke 21: 28.

The good heart of a policewoman
Published in the French magazine Métropole de Lyon 
on the 16th of May 2017, the following short story 
brings a touch of joy among so much other news. Evil, 
which one encounters everywhere and everyday, wants 
to make us forget that good is also done on Earth and 
often much more than one thinks or sees.

A policewoman helps a thief

Sheena Davenport, an American from the city of Do-
than in the U.S. state of Alabama, recently received 
help from a policewoman. The young lady, who had 
just been in court because she had stolen food from a 
grocery store almost a year ago, was about to leave the 
courthouse when the policewoman asked her to wait 
outside. Sheena was struck with slight panic. Had she 
had done something wrong in front of the judge? Not 
in the slightest: with her patrol car, the policewoman, 
Katrina Culbreath, drove Sheena to a nearby grocery 
store. Not to give her a lecture, but to buy her and her 
family groceries to the value of $139.

The policewoman told her about her own struggles 
and explained to her how she persevered and got 
through them. This was a selfless gesture that really 
moved Sheena. She promised to work hard and to 

repay her guardian angel the money as soon as her 
finances allow it.

We are happy about the report of this positive event, 
this generous deed, which shows us that good still ex-
ists on Earth. There is much more of it than one be-
lieves, but evil unfortunately floods the media almost 
everyday. Only very rarely is there talk about those 
who devote themselves to their fellow human beings 
— who, with great effort, fight for a fair and friendly 
world — or who, in everyday life, simply extend their 
hand to help the weak help themselves up. It is mainly 
negative events and sensations that make it on to the 
front page of newspapers in order to attract readers 
and to make the most money.

In the world, in which good is greatly undervalued, it 
would be helpful to highlight more good deeds like this 
one. This would encourage everyone to practise good 
and to see that it produces good results. In fact, good 
is a phenomenal power whose importance is gener-
ally not known. It gives joy to those who live it, and it 
brings peace and comfort to those who receive it with a 
grateful heart. It encourages a wrongdoer to leave the 
bad way, under the beneficial influence of tenderness 
and affection that is shown to them.

This event is also a lesson that shows us that mercy 
and kindness bring better fruits than punishment. And 
also that someone who has suffered has more under-
standing for others who suffer because they themself 
have gone through similar difficulties. One’s heart can 
be full of compassion, even if one wears a police uni-
form… Every sensitive person can thereby understand 
how beautiful kindness really is and how many won-
derful possibilities it contains.

It gives us joy to think about how many good deeds 
are done everyday on Earth, in all corners of the globe, 
even if they are mostly done discreetly and no one talks 
about them, because we know that even if the world 
does not notice them, God notices every single one of 
them. The Bible tells us that “the LORD does not look 
at what people look at. People look at the outward ap-
pearance, but the LORD looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 
16: 7). It furthermore says: “What does the LORD re-
quire of you, but to act justly, to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with your God” (Micha 6: 8). Those who 
behave so are blessed and protected.

Let us therefore be those happy people who spread 
good in abundance and who experience the deep 
truth of these words: “It is more blessed to give than 
to receive” (Acts 20: 35). Let is also constantly think 
about our dear Saviour who expressed love to the 
highest degree by redeeming us, not with passing gold 
or silver, but by giving himself in order to pay all our 
debts!

“Tell me, do you really want to marry that 
woman?”

“Yes, I do,” he answers.
It so happens that on that day, Rachel had 

to visit a sick woman in the hospital where 
that young woman was working in the office, 
and this gave her an opportunity to meet her. 
So, she went to see her and asked her:

“Do you truly love my husband?”
“Yes, I do,” was the answer.
“Do you wish to marry him?” Rachel asks 

again. No answer comes to that question. 
Rachel understands. She takes the young 
woman in her arms and kisses her, and they 
weep together in each other’s arms, one with 
joy and the other with pain.

The parting is painful on both sides. Many 
tears are shed, especially by Antoinette who 
deeply loves her father. She knows, however, 
that in Heaven, she has a wonderful Father 
Who takes great care of her, for once she is 
cured, she understands and fully appreciates 
divine ways and now follows them up with 
conviction.

On the occasion of that moving parting, 
Rachel’s husband and his future wife spon-
taneously subscribed to The Monitor of the 
Reign of Justice and promised to do all they 
possibly could for Rachel and Antoinette. That 
happened twenty years ago, and they have 
kept their word ever since.

At parting, that young woman said to Ra-
chel: “I should never be able to do what you 
are doing. I do admire you.”

It is from the course of character changing 
that Rachel has been following assiduously 
and from the contact with the message of 
divine Truth — the message of peace, of 
forgiveness and of reconciliation — that she 
has acquired that power, seeking with all 
her heart to follow the example set by our 
dear Saviour, whose birth in Bethlehem was 
announced by the angels who sang: “Glory 
to God in the highest, and peace on Earth to 
all men of goodwill.”

Now, all four of them are happy. And the 

day is coming when Paradise will be restored. 
All the little separate families will have disap-
peared. All mankind, returned to the “land 
of the living”, will make up one vast family, 
the Lord’s own. It is on that magnificent pro-
gramme that Rachel and Antoinette are work-
ing with so much enthusiasm and conviction.

,
For many years now, Rachel has had the 

privilege and the honour of spending herself 
for the benefit of a group of the Angel of the 
Lord (the Philanthropic Association). She ap-
plies her whole soul to that ministry and has 
only one desire: to be to her dear brothers 
and sisters a blessing and an example of zeal 
and of devotion.

Antoinette assists her with might and main, 
and is a great source of joy to her. She helps 
with all the office work, with evangelising, 
with the housekeeping, and above all spir-
itually in the efforts they both are making to 
acquire the limpid and transparent character 
of the Kingdom of God, which ensures ever-
lasting life and happiness.

When mother and child look back across 
the years, they are deeply moved to perceive 
with what wisdom and kindness the Lord 
has directed all things for their great happi-
ness and blessing. So, they can only thank 
Him from the bottom of their hearts, praising 
his holy Name. Great is their joy, with ever- 
increasing attachment and gratitude, to fol-
low the ways of the Almighty in perfect and 
joyful submission to his will, which they have 
recognised to be good, admirable, healing 
and perfect.

It is exactly twenty years ago that the first 
story of Rachel appeared in The Monitor. At 
that time, she was 44, and Antoinette 17. It 
was also round about Christmas and New 
Year, the last one they celebrated with An-
toinette’s father. He stayed with them from 
six till eight in the evening. The table was 
decked with branches of fir with candles on 
them, and a magnificent bunch of roses sent 
by the Family of Faith. At eight o’clock, father 

left them to spend the rest of the evening with 
his future wife. Their goodbyes were fraught 
with emotion on both sides. Left on their 
own, Rachel and Antoinette prayed ardently 
to the Lord, knowing that He watches over 
his children and directs all things for their 
greatest blessing.

Today, twenty years later, ripened and 
enriched by their experiences, they are able 
to say with all their soul: “I had heard about 
You, but now I have seen You with my own 
eyes.” So, they are able to sing with enthu-
siasm and perfect conviction:

Trials go through a wise selection,
That with them thy heart may deal.
They are gauged with great affection,
And they all are for thy weal.
When in peril great, thou liest,
And fierce threat’ning waves dost brave,
When the storm is at its highest,
I stretch forth mine arm to save.

News in brief
of the Reign of Justice
It is a source of happiness for us to give here 
a glimpse of the regional meeting we held 
in Vienna, Austria, which received abundant 
blessing by divine grace and provided us with 
powerful instructions concerning this text 
from the apostle Paul, which is of such great 
present interest: “In the Last Days, there will 
be difficult times. … People will be traitors, 
reckless, conceited, and lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God.”

In the course of his splendid commentary, 
the Lord’s faithful Messenger said: “The time 
for the complete fulfilment of our text has ar-
rived. It is today a living reality and can be 
verified at first hand by anyone whosoever. 
Mankind is faced with conditions which are 
desperate and beyond remedy. To children of 
God, however, the times are not difficult, for 
the Lord says this to them: ‘When these things 
begin to happen, then stand up and raise your 
heads, for your redemption is near.’ For that 

purpose, of course, one has to be occupied 
the Kingdom and nothing else.

In his great prophecy, related in Matthew 
24, the Lord makes use of highly sympto-
matic expressions when speaking of the Time 
of the End. He says that it will be as in the 
days of Noah. It will be a time of unheard-of 
violence and madness in every respect. Such 
is in very fact what we are witnessing today. 
Furthermore, the Adversary has descended 
to Earth and is animated with great wrath. 
He would even destroy the Earth itself if it 
were possible. He attacks the children of 
God in particular. We can only escape him 
with solid faithfulness which places us at the 
benefit of the power of God’s Holy Spirit. In 
such conditions, there is nothing to fear. In-
stead of harming us, in spite of himself, the 
Adversary helps us to make our calling and 
our election sure.

That then is what we are faced with, ei-
ther as consecrated disciples or as members 
of the Host of the Lord. The Consecrated 
have promised to know nothing except Jesus 
Christ and him crucified and to be a protec-
tive screen for the Host of the Lord. As for 
that holy Host (Army), they have promised 
perfect faithfulness to the Constitution of 
the Kingdom of God. Now is the time to 
demonstrate whether the promises we have 
given are holy and sacred in our sight. One 
thing, and one only, is of value: a character of 
atonement for the Consecrated, and a viable 
character for the Host of the Lord. They are to 
be obtained by permitting trial with docility 
to do its work. That is the whole thing. It is 
a question of faith and of honesty. The Lord 
is with us to lead us to victory.”

Those few lines give a slight glimpse of the 
depth of the instructions received at this meet-
ing which proved a powerful stimulant and 
an immense encouragement for all present.
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